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PREFACE. 


I  HAVE  this  inllant  learned  that  the  Lawyers 
Corps  are  fummoned  "  to  take  into  confideration 
bufinefs  of  the  firft  importance,"  and  I  am  given 
to  underftand  that  an  Union  is  the  objeft  of  their 
confideratiori  ;  which,  it  is  not  only  underftood  is 
in  agitation,  but  finally  to  be  agreed  upon  on  the 
meeting  of  the  cnfuing  feffion  of  the  Irijh  Parliam 
ment^  by  Commiflioners  from  England !  I  alfo  un- 
derftand  that  a  pamphlet  ftiortly,  perhaps  while  I 
write,  is  publiftied,  and  written  by  an  Irifhman  in 
defence  of  an  Union ;  I  have  not  feen'  it,  and 
therefore  this  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  meet  it.— 
However,  I  lofe  no  time  in  thus  publicly  expreff- 
ing  my  fentiments  thereon,  convinced  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  fubjeiSl,    and  his  hirtb-ri^hi, 
by  the  Laws,    to    make   public    his  fentiments; 
the  more  efpccially  fo,  as  now  is  the  time  for 
the  nation  to  exprefs  its  difapprohatioh   of  the 
meafure  ;  and  when  our  country's  interefts  are  at 
ftake,  it  were  more  than  treachery  and  pufillani-r 
mity  not,  as  far  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  every  in- 
dividual, manly  to  come  forward  and  oppofe  a  mea- 
fure fo  fatal  to  the  interefts  of  our  country,     Un- 
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der  this  impreflion  I  make  this  appeal,  and  add 
my  fignature  to  it  j  perha^ps  it  may  not  be  prudent 
to  do  fo,  when  party  fpirit  runs  fo  high,  and  to 
be  pofleffed  of  an  independent  mind  is  almoft 
coniidered  as  a  crime;  however,  aware  that  anony- 
mous produ&ions  never  attrad  the  public  atten- 
tion, that  a  name  however  humble,  produces  that 
eSc&i  andwiihing  to  call  the  attention  of  .my 
country  to  this  meafure,  I  have  not  concealed  my 
tiame  ;  convinced  that  aa  Union  is  fraught  with 
injury  to  our  beloved  Sovereign,  and  big  with 
daiiger  to  the  empire ;  under  this  convidion,  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  Irifliman  to  remonftrate  and 
p^titioQ  againft  an  Union,  and  exprefs  his  detof- 
lation  of  it  as  a  meafuce  in  itfelf  fo  tyrannical, 
andy^  ungenerotu  on  the  part  of  England ^  nvhmjhe  has 
sn  immenfe  military  force  in  the  country  ;  let  then  the 
capital  lead  the  viray  (^the  example  will  be  followed 
by  the  reft  of  the  kingdom)  and  petition  "  The 
Father  of  his  People'*  againft  a  meafiire  fo  replete 
with  calamity  and  deftru^lion  to  Ireland  I 

Dulltft,  Decemkr  I,  1798. 
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BEFORE  we  enter  upon  a  fubje6l  of  fuch 
importance  to  Ireland,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  effedls  an  Union 
had  on  Scotland^  and  fee  whether,  and  how  far 
they  apply  to  Ireland. 

SCOTLAND. 

It  may  be  aflerted, "  an  Union  was  highly  acj- 
vantageous  to  that  country/'  yet,  admitting  the 
aflertion,how  does  that  apply  to  Ireland,  different 
as  to  their  local  fituation  ?  Scotland  feparated  but 
by  an  ideal  line  from  England,  and  as  it  were,  a 
diftant  county  of  the  fame  country;  if  then,  the 
effefts  of  an  Union  on  Scotland,  fo  contiguous  to 
Britain,  have  been  prejudicial  to  her,  we  mdy 
infer,  a  fortiori^  from  the  infular  fituation  of  Irc- 
land,how  much  more  detrimental  an  Union  would 

prove 


prove  to  her  than  it  has  done  to  Scotland  Al- 
though the  Articles  of  Union  between  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  were  not.  carried  into  efFedl 
until  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  yet  that  country 
was  united  under  James  VI.  of  Scotland,  to  Eng- 
land :  **  Deftined  by  their  Jituation  to  form  one 
grand  monarchy."*  But  will  this  hold  good  with 

regard  to  George  the  Third?     No James  VI. 

of  Scotland  was  by  birth  a  Scotfman,  and  at 
length  effe£led,  (or  at  leaft  endeavoured  fo)  by 
his  inheritance  of  the  two  crowns,  the  union  of 
the  Ro/e  and  Thijile,  Not  fo  with  Ireland,  whofe 
king  is  rcfident  in  Great  Britain,  and  whofe  le- 
giflature  is  independent:  feparated  from  that 
country  by  her  infular  fituation,  you  can  never 
unite  the  Britijh  Lion  and  Irijh  Sbamroc,  without 
the  depreffion,  if  not  deftru£lion  of  the  latter  ! 

If  no  Union  had  taken  place  in  Scotland,  the 
natural  progrefs  of  civilization  throughout  Eu- 
rope might  poflibly  have  raifed  that  country  to 
a  far  more  profperous  ftate  than  it  is  in  at  pre- 
fcnt.  The  pretended  felicity  of  Scotland  is  com- 
pletely cbntradided  by  the  ftrong  defcription  of 
Churchill,  the  farcaftic  obfervation  of  Johnfon, 
and  the  cutting  'rcflcftion  of  Macklin ;  fated  to 
perpetual  fterility,  that  miferable  country  had 
nothing  to  lofe  by  a  connexion  with  any  other  ; 
^nd  there'  was  no  danger  that  her  agriculture 

wou^ld 

*  Vide,  Dr.  P^obertfon's  Hiftory  o/  Scotlarul. 
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would  be  injured,  or  could^  by  the  exclufivc  at- 
tention to  maailfa£lures,  which  Britifh  avarice 
introduced  :  But  Ireland,  nature  has  bleft  with  a 
fertility  of  foil,  which  might  render  her  the  gra- 
nary of  Europe ;  flie  can  gain  nothing  by  the 
emigration  of  a  few  manufaAurers  from  England, 
and  let  me  aflc,  when  the  very  name  of  Englifti- 
man  has  been  fo  obnoxious  to  the  l%te  infurgents; 
what  Englifh  fettler  would  rifque  his  perfon  or 
capital,  at  leaft  for  centuries  to  come,  in  this 
country?  and  manufiifturers,  even  if  they  did* 
come  over,  would  probably  deem  no  workmen 
fufficiently  fkilful,  unlefs  imported  from  Eng- 
land ;  at  all  events,  tbey  would  only  withdraw 
the  peafantry  from  the  produftion  of  folid  agri- 
cultural wealth,  to  a  precarious  dependance  on 
&ncy  and  faihion :  add  to  this,  that  when  Eng- 
land  vouchfafed  to  ally  herfelf  with  Scotland, 
it  was  a  relief  to  both  countries,  from  a  long 
continuance  of  a  predatory  war,  inevitable  be- 
tween conterminous  countries 

England,  previous  to  the  accomplifhment  of 
the  Scottiih  union,  was  a  riling  country,  the 
envy,  the  admiration  of  Europe,  formed  for  the 
enjoyment  of  that  opulence,  and  the  refources 
which  civil  liberty  ever  produces :  Is  that  her 
prcfent  fituation  ?  with  taxes  amounting  to  a 
hundred  pounds  a  minute,  and  a  debt  of  above 
four  hundred  millions  I ! !     ■  ■  The  caufes  of  the 

Scotch 
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Scotcl^union  *  being  accompliihed,  were,  that  the 
Scottifh  reprefentativesin  the  Parliament  of  Scot- 
land were  bought ;  |{  Sawney  bow'd,  and  bow'd, 
until  he  kifled  the  minifter's  footftool,  and  was 
his  implicit  flave:  ail  Union  took  place,  which 
laid  the  foundation  of  two  fucceffive  rebellions 
in  Scotland,!  and  which  beggared  and  depopu- 
lated Edinburgh* 

'  But  you  may  be  told,  "  an  Union  it  your 
intereft,'*  "  you  ihall  obtain  fome  few  con- 
ceflions,"    "  fome   few    trifles   to    divert    and 

take 

♦  Lord  Godolphio,  Queen  Anne's,  Trcafurcr,  prevail- 
ed on  her  majefty  to  grant  ;Cao,ooo,  for  purchafing  the 
$cotch  Nobles  and  Gentry,  to  eonfent  to  the  Union;  and 
there  is  fubjoined  a  lifl  of  thofe  fTwthies  in  TiMdal's  Con* 
tinu^ition  of  Rapin's  England,  given  in  on  oath,  by  the 
Earl  of  Glafgow. Vol.  III.  p.  777. 

H  Even  at  the  time  the  Scots  Parliament  were  deliberat- 
ing on  an  Union,  fo  unpopular  was  the  meafure,  that  the 
ciommon  peopljc  of  Scotland  enraged,  threatened  to  come 
to  Edinburgh,  and  diflblvc  the  Parliament. 

TindalV  Continuation,  Vol.  III.  776. 

t  Since^theScottifti  Union,  that  country  is  curfed  with 
a  Papir  Sign^  for  fums  however  fmall— they  ba^e  Three* 
penny  and  Sixpenny  Bank  Notes!  Has  not  Ireland  already 
fufficicntly  fuffercd  from  Paper  Signs— from  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  change  of  Guinea  Notes,  and  the  numberlef* 
forgeries  committed  ?  But  in  the  Machiavelian  klea»  of  » 
profligate  Miniiler,  thofe  are  firong  proofs  of.  ftiertmpii 
profftrity^ ! 
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take  off  your  attention  &om  the  effe^s  that  will 
flow  from  fiich  a  meafure."  Look  to  the  fad 
hiftory'  rf  what  rcfulted  from  the  Union  of 
Scotland  with  England,  and  judge :  you  will 
perceive  it  is  written  in  Scottiih  blood !  1 1  Look 
to  the  ^  of  the  ift  of  Geo.  L  c«  54*  entituled  ^*  an 
a^  for  difatming  the  Highiands  vf  Scotland^^^*  and 
'^  all  fuch  perfons  as,  on  being  fummoned  to  give 
"  in  their  arms,  refufed  fo  to  do,  were  taken  and 
*f  enlifted  as  common  fqldkrs^  to  fepve  beyond  the 
^*  fcas.''  This  is  a  proof  of  the  pro/p0rous  effects 
of  the  Scottifh  Union,  and  how  really  difgulling 
and  oppreflive  it  was  to  the  nation  at  large !  And 
will  you  believe  it,  Iriftimen,  there  were  natives 
of  Scotland  found  bafe  enough  to  aft  as  commif. 
fioners,  and  acquiefce  to  thofe  terms  with  TEng- 
land!  they  fold  their  country  for  gold,  and  fox  ever 
execrated  be  their  memories,  dyed  in  the  blood  of 
their  fellow  citizens  flain  in  the  Scotch  rebellion 
which  />&rfr  corruption  and  infamy  brought  about  I 
You  may  perhaps  enquire,  were  the.  articles  of 
tltf  Scotch  Union  kept  inviolate,  when  figned 
and  effeded  ?  They  were  not !  Magnanimous,  ge- 
nerous Britons  broke  through  them  ere  three 
years  had  elapfed  from  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
Union  !  when  it  was  maintained,  '^  that  no  parts 
of  the  Union  were  unalterable,  except  thofe  of 
the  Kirk  Government  and  quota  of  taxes  ;''  not 
only  this  language  was  held  in  the  fenate,  but 
the  articles  of  the  Union  were;  broken  through  by 
the  paffing  of  the  Malt  Aft,  violatory  apd  fub- 
B  verfive 
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verfive  of  thofe  articles !  Can  then  Ireland  exped 
that  inviolability  that  was  denied  to  Scotland  ? — 
impoflible  to  look  for  it.  If,  when  Ireland  with  a 
Parliament,  cannot  fecurethe  independence  of  her 
trade  from  Britifti  monopolifts,  or  the  exemption 
of  that  trade  from  commercial  reftri^ions,  is  it  to 
be  fuppofedfhecan  preferve  the  one,orcountera£l 
the  other,  when  Ihe  Ihall  have  no  Parliameniy  and 
perhaps  but  loo  reprefentatives  at  moft^  in  the 
Britifli  fenate  ?  if  we  are  to  judge  from  Scotland 
they  will  ever  inviolably  vote  again/i  their  country ^  as 
no  one  yet  has  been  hardy  enough  to  accufea  Scotch 
reprefentative  of  ever  confulting,  by  his  influence 
in  the  Britifli  fenate,  the  intereft  of  his  native 
land ;  Do  Iriftimen  wifli  for  an  union  on  thofc 
terms  ?  If  they  do,  let  theni  look  to  Scotland,  and 
then'  let  them  exprefs  appropriately  if  they  can, 
their  detcftatibn  of  the  effefts  of  an  Union  !  How, 
let  me  afk  is  Ireland  calculated,  from  her  infular 
fituation,  to  be  united  with  England  ?  if  it  was  in- 
tended by  nature,  why  did  the  Almighty  throw 
his  feas  between  England  and  Ireland  if  his  di- 
vine will  had  been^that  the  two  countries ihould  be 
united !  had  that  been  the  intention  of  the  Omnipo- 
tentjthe  Irifti  fea  had  not  prefented  itfelf  an  eternal 
barrier  between  ihe  two  kingdoms.  What,  I  afk,  is 
the  intention  of  Minifters  inforcingsin  union  upon 
the  Irifh  People,  have  they  not  yet  got  enough  of 
rebellion  ?  it  may  be  pretty  diverfion  to  them,  it 
maybe  productive  of  peculation  and  plunder  to 
fwcU  the  minifterial  coffer,  and  the  wily  minifter, 

may 


may  nod  affent  to  it.  But  in  truth  with  the  pathe- 
tic exclamation  of  the  Frogs  in  the  Fable,  "  It  is 
death  to  us."  What,  let  me  afk,  is  the  grand 
fecuritjr  of  the  people — one  of  the  chief  advan- 
tages of  the  conftitution,  and  as  it  were  the 
mafter-fpring  of  the  nation  ? — It  is  the  power  of 
the  Reprefeniatives  of  the.  people,  granting  or 
withholding  the  fupplies ;  as  M.  de  Lolrae  for- 
cibly expreffes  it :  **  Grievances  and  fupply  have 
«<  ever  gone  hand  in  hand."  But  when  an  Union 
is  eftabliflied,  you  transfer  that  great  privilege  to 
another  nation,  whofe  duty  and  intereft  it  will 
be  to  attend  to  her  own  grievances,  not  to 
YOURS.  Let  it  not  then  be  forgotten,  that  there 
is  an  inftance  on  record  of  the  Irifh  Parliament 
pafling  a  Two  Month's  Money  Bill  *  [  Unite 
then,  hardy  fons  of  Ireland,  unite  and  refill  your 
country's  downfal,  fpeak  it,  and  it  is  done !  will 
it,  and  you  have  prevented  an  Union  I 

Since  fuch  has  been'  the  effe6ls  of  an  Union 
on  Scotland,  how  much  more  deplorable,  Irifh*- 
men,  muft  the  effedls  of  ^  fimilar  meafure  prove 
to  Ireland ;  it  may  be  objedled,  all  this  is  very 
true,  but  if  the  Parliament  of  England  appoint 
Commiflioners  to  treat  for  an  Union,  with  others 
appointed  by  this  Parliamept  of  Ireland,  and  the 
terms  are  finally  adjufted  and  agreed  upon  by 
both ;  where  is  the  difficulty,  or  what  prevents 

B  2  the 

*  Miirch  23d,  1789, 


the  ratification  of  fuch  an  incorporating  Union  ? 
I  reply,   if   the    Parliament  of  England   have 
given  up  every  right  of  Icgiflating  for  Ireland, 
(which  they  have  done,  by  corroborating  the  in- 
dependence of  the  latter  in  1782),  would  not  the 
very  A&i  of  the  Parliament  of  England  interfer- 
ing with  that  of  Ireland,  (which  the  Britifh  Par- 
liament have  over  and  over   declared)*    be  a 
breach  of  public  &ith  i  I  confefs  I  feel  myfelf  at 
alofs,  to  know  how  the  Britifh  Parliament  with  all 
its  omnipotence^  can,  without  a  dereliftion  of  thofc 
declarations  and  votes  fo  often  reiterated,  appoint 
Commiflloners  to  annul    the  Iriih    Parliament, 
without  the  lofs  of  Englifh  reputation,  and  honor 
as  a  nation  ?  Then  caft  the  veil  of  oblivion  over 
your  animofities  and  your  fufferings,  wipe  out 
with  the  tear  of  affedion  thofe  religious  and  polL 
tical  differences  that  have  too  long  di(lrai£led  this 
'  country,  and  by  means  of  which  your  enemies, 
raifing  themfelves  on  your  ruins,  have  fo  long 
\  endeavoured  in  vain  to  difunite  you,  and  caufe 
the  Irilh  native  to  Ihed  the  blood  of  his  coun- 
tryman I  I  conjure  you  by  every  tie  that  binds  you 
to  your  native  land,    to  remonftrate — to  aroufc 
and  refift  an  Union  with  England ;  is  this  the  time 
for  magnanimous  England,  like  the  crafty  bravo, 
to  give  the  death  blow  to  what  was  called  the  Inde» 
pendence  of  Ireland  !  Is  it  generous,  or  is  it  jufl  in 

that 

*  Vide,  Debates  in  the  Britifh  Senate  on  the  Affairs  of  Ire- 
land, on  the  nnotionsof  the  Duke  of  Leinfter,  (aa  Englifl) 
Peer)  Lord  Moira,  and  Mr.  Fox. 


that  power  to  feize  tl^e  iinfufpe&ing  moment  of 
rehdering  you  a  conteifnptible  province  to  aggran* 
dize  her  infatiable  ambition,  intoxicated  with  her 
naval  fuccefles,  and  liiadly  perfevering  in  a  de- 
ftrudlive  war,  when/ had  ftie  the  gcnerofity,  as  flic 
has  the  power,  ftfe  might  efledl  an  honourable 
jpeace?  Is  this  a:  period  for  broaching  fuch  a  doc- 
trine, that  Ireland  Jhall  be  governed  by  a  foreign 
Legiflatntc  ?  By  what  power  or  authority,  I  aik, 
human  or  divine,  has  England  to  fay,  **  Britons 
fiiall  never  be  flaves/'  "-  Btit  we  u;/7/make  flaves 
of  Irilhmen,'*  by*  what  right  ?  By  none,  except 
the  tyrant's  plea— neceflity,  *^  by  which  he  en- 
deavours to  accomplifli  his  devilifh  ends.''  Is  the 
enlightened  eighteenth  century  the  period  to  tell 
Iriflimeii,  ^^Youmnfk  export  your  legifiaiion,'*  and 
fall  fubmifiively  at  the  feet  of  Britain,  humbly  im- 
ploring her  that  ftie  will  grackujly  permit  us  to  be 
her  flaves  ?  Is  this  the  time  when  the  blood  ftaincd 
banner  had  been  nearly  planted  on  the  towers  of 
the  capital,  but  for  the  prevention  of  the  Irifli 
yeomanry,  to  talk  of  Union  ?  Gracious  God  !  Is 
it  decent  in  minifters  to  infult,  an  half-butchered, 
half-burned  countrj'^,  by  propofing  an  Union? 
What  is  an  Union  ?  The  Bar  of  Ireland  declare 
it  "  an  innovation  highly  dangerous  and  inexpe- 
"  dient  to  deliberate  at  the  prefent  crifis.'*— I  do 
not  hefitate  to  pronounce  an  Union  to  be  SLtiover- 
throw  of  the  Confiituiion,  which,  when  attempted 
hy  others  was  feverely  puniftied ;  but  there  are 
fome,    it  feems,   that  fince  they  have  become 
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iJIuminati,  wifh  to  effed  the  deftru£lion  of  the ' 
Conftitution  by  an  Union — An  Union/  Yes,  of 
complicated  ruin,  beggary  and  defolation!  thefc 
the  bleffed  fatellites  of  a  monftrous,  unnatural 
Union  with  England. — Having  ftiewn  how  the 
effedls  of  an  Union  operated  as  to  Scotland,  we 
come  now  to  other  confiderations,  and  ihall  treat 
of  the  baneful  effefts  of  an  Union  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  in  the  different  points  as  they  occur. 


ABSENTEES. 

An  Union  with  England,  will  triple  the 
number  of  Abfentees,  of  which  Ireland  has 
fo  long  complained,  and  by  which  fhe  has  fo 
long  fuffered.  Do  you  complain  of  poverty 
and  of  beggary?  Whofe  lofty  caftle  is  that, 
which  yonder  contemptuoufly  frowns  on  the 
wretched  hovel  (or  more  appropriately,  as  Twife 
called  it,  ^^a  Pig-fty")?  Oh!  it  is  a  lordly 
Abfentce's !  See,  behold  the  rain  and  the  fnow 
deicehd  through  the  rooflefs  walls  of  this  habi- 
tation of  chcerlefs  poverty !  Behold  the  wretched 
owner,  attending  his  perifliing  confort,  oppreffed 
with  difeafe,  overcome  with  calamitous  poverty, 
with  famine  I  his  little  innocents,  holding  forth 
their  helplefs,  infantine,  unpolluted  hands  to  the 
elements.,  more  humane  than  mercilefs  man! 
Behold  the  rapacious  agent  of  the  foreign  Ab- 
fentee  has  feized  the  hardly-earned  pittance  of 
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induftry,  and  left  the  wretched  family  to  expire! 
«-.Does  the  pi£lure  pleafe  you,  Iriflimen  ?— -No, 
my  countrymen,  I  will  not  infult,  nor  will  I 
fport  with  your  feelings ;  I  know  the  Irifti  heart 
too  well  to  entertain  fuch  unworthy  fufpicions, 
and  that  you  would  exclaim  "  Blafted  be  the 
**  Union  that  encreafes  the  diftreffes  of  our 
**  country,  and  curfed  be  he  that  propofcsit; 
**  may  infemy  and  fpeedy  deftruftion  await 
"  him.*'  No,  no,  we  have  too  many  Ab* 
fentees  already;  •the  drain  of  fpccie,  in  confe- 
quence  of  them,  is  already  t6o  great  to  require 
its  increafe  by  the  baneful  effe£ls  of  an  Union. 

POPULATION. 

As  the  fources  of  the  wealth  of  a  people  de- 
pend on  the  exchange  of  manufedure  for  fpecie  ; 
no  lefs  do  they  fo  on  the  population  of  a  country. 
What  efieft  then,  kt  us  ingenuoufly  inquire, 
would  an  Union  have  on  the  population  pf  this 
Country?  From  the  unhappy  effefts  of  the 
late  unfortunate  rebellion,  the  population  of  Ire^ 

land 

*  The  drain  of  fpecie  from  this  country,  paid  to  rtpJen" 
tial  Abfentees  in  England,  is  little  rtiorLof  Two  Millions  ! 
Commercial  men  aflert,  that  in  cafe  of  an  Union,  the 
annual  drain  of  fpetie  paid  to  Abfentees,  would  amount  to 
near  Five  Millions;  add  to  this,  how  enormous  the  exchange 
Qn  London  is  at  prefent,  and  ho\¥  much  more  fo  when  an 
Union  would  take  place,  which  would  confequently  add  to 
the  exportation  of  fpecie,  if  there  Iliould  then  be  any  Jcit 
in  the  country  ! ! 
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lan3  has  vefy  materially  fufFcred,  by  thofe  exe- 
cuted by  the  divil  and  military  tribunals,  as  well 
as  by  the  thoufarids  flain  in  the  field  of  battle. 
What  effc6l  miift  not  this  have  on  Ireland?— 
It  may  n6t  be  immediately  felt,  for  the  harveft 
has  becnfdlvn,  and  is  fincc  got  in  ;  but  where  is 
the  fturdy  hulbandman,  "  his  country's  pride,'* 
,topltot  the  crop*,  and  attend  to  the  tillage  of 
the  cnfuirtg  year  ?  in  yohddr  field  of  battle  he 
lies,  *«a  ftiffened  corfe,  ftretched  out,  and  bleach-* 
ing  in  the  northern  blift  ;'*  Where  can  his  lofs  be 
fupplied?  not  in  the  military  array  that  furrounds 
you,  not  in 'the  grim  and  terrific  afpeft  of  Hom- 
fpech's  ferocious  banditti!  not  in  the  fpruce 
array  of  the  Englifti  miliiia,^  or  the  Scotch 
fencibles,  with  charged  bayonets  or  '^  Cut  Six y^  to 
force*  an  Union  on  poor  cajoled  Ireland !  '  In 
vain  to  look  to  hired  mercenaries,  for  replacing 
the  lofs  of  your  hulbandmen;  nothing  but  the 
confequences  of  peace,  and  the  amelioration  of 
the  Iri£h  poor,  can  encourage  aiid  exjterid  the 
population  of  Ireland. 

*^  But  an  Union  takes  place'M— Ireland  ftill 
bleeding  at  every  pore,  ftill  difmayed  by  the 
effe&s  of  terroriim!— who  will  live  in  fuch  a 
country  I— the  eftated  nobleman ?  XJothic  idea! 
the  defolated  ftreets  of  Dublin  will  be  ill  calcu-^ 
latcd  for  the  difpUy  of  the  golden  chariot,  or  the 
coftly  retinue ;  London  is  the  place,  it  is  only 
there  a  eeiulcman  can  live  ! — Will  the  gentry  re- 
fide 


fide  la  Ireland  ?  Abfurd!  Bath,  London,  Har- 
rowgate,  Margate  or  Brighthelmftone  are  better 
calculated  for  the  meridian  of  high  life,  than  the 
rainy  climate  of  depopulated  Ireland! — Will  the 
mechanic  or  manufafturer  refide  in  Ireland^  No, 
a  depO'pulated  country  needs  not  manufadlures ; 
they  will  emigrate  to  America,  or  fome  other 
foil,  more  propitious  to  their  undertakings,  and 
more  grateful  for  their  exertions.— Will  the 
lawyer  refide  in  fuch  a  country  ?  The  probability 
is  he  may  emigrate,  if  not,  he  may  parade  the 
abdicated  hall  of  the  four  courts,  go  each  day 
from  court  to  court,  and  quickly  hear  the  cryer 
to  an  empty  court,  vociferate,  *'  to-morrow, 
God  fave  the  king." — The  attorney  ?  He  may 
convert  his  parchments  into  drum-heads,  be- 
come bankrupt,  or  turn  pawn-broker,  the  only 
trade  that  will  then  flourifh'.— The  Phyfician  ? 
may  publifli  weekly  bills  of  mortality,  and 
**  throw  his  phyfic  to  the  dogs."— the  Mufician  ? 
may  ftrike  the  broken  ftrings  of  lerne's.hap 
to  the  difcordant  notes  of  mifery,  compofe  her 
Lamentations,  ^  a  Dead  March^  with  the  cries  of 
the  killed,  fiimifhed,  handed  and  wounded! — 
Such  the.  confcquences,  and  fuch  the  depopula- 
tion attendant  on  an  Union. 

COMMERCE. 

It  has  been   faid,- "  An  Union  wiih  Eng- 
land would  extend  our  commerce,  the  fea  wo.  Id 
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then  be  open  to  us ;  there  would  then  be  an  equa- 
lization of  the  channel  trade."  Are  we  fure  of 
that  ?  We  cannot,  however,  forget  an  addrefs 
from  the  Commons  of  England  *  prefented  to 
William  the  Third,  againft  the  woollen  trade ; 
his  anfwer  was,  ^'  He  would  take  care  what  was 
**  complained  of  fhould  be  prevented,"  which  is 
.  ferther  corroborated  by  his  letter  to  EarlGalwayf 
in  Ireland,  dated  Kenfington,  July  15th,  1698, 
where  among  other  matters,  that  he  muft  "  make 
"  efTcdual  laws  for  the  linen  manufafikurc,  and 
^*  dif courage  as  far  as  poffible,  the  woollen  manu- 
"  faaure,  Jcc-" 

(Signed)  W  R. 

Can  then  much  commercial  advantages.be  ex- 
pe6led  from  a  country  that  has  everreftridled  pur 
tirade  and  cramped  our  manufa6lures  ?  But,  *'  ihc 
allows  us  the  exclufive  manufafture  of  linen," 
becaufe  Ihe  cannot  equal  us  in  it !  O  magfianimous 
England,  you  will  at  length  concede  us  an  equali*- 
zailon  of  the  channel  trade,  wonderful  concelfion ! 

the 

*  Vide,  Tindal'g  Continuation  of  Rapiri's  Hiftory  of 
England. 

By  this  it  will  appear,  that  at  (o  early  a'period  as  Wn^,  3d' 
the  policy  of  England  was  to  keep  dowu  the  trade  of  this 
country,  left  it  fliould  rival  that  of  England  ;  which  is  fur- 
ther  corroborated  by  a  petition  of  certain  towns  on  the 
coyft  of  Wales  to  the  Briiifti  Parliament,  complaining  af  the 
h'tjh  catch  ng  herrings  at  Wexford U  !^ — Vide  Commercial 
Rcllra  nts. 

f  The  Earl  of  Galway,  was  a  General  of  K.  William  III, 
and  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices  of  Ireland.     A.  D.   1697. 


the  Great  Nation  when  compared  to  you  falls 
very  fiir  fliort  of  your  unbounded  gcnerofity  I 
You  abufe  France  for  her  tyranny  in  robbing 
Switzerland  of  her  independence  by  fofce  of  the 
bayonet,  and  how  do  you  ad  to  Ireland  ?  with  an  im- 
menfe  military  force  in  this  country,  jlill  bleeding 
.from  rebellion,  you  are  about  to  annihilate  her 
independence,  and  forfooth  grant  her  an  equa- 
lization of  the  channel  trade !  You  that  ate  fo 
prompt  to  perceive  faults  in  France,  fall  into  that 
very  crime  yourfelf,  by  your  endeavours  to  anni- 
hilate Ireland  as  a  nation  !  Yet  you  will  condefcend^ ^ 
to  allow  beggar'd,  bankrupt  Ireland,  to  partake 
of  your  taxes,  and  your  monftrous  national-debt, 
to  give  a  penfion  to  \\\t^great  Duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  or  fomc  other  foreign  potientate,  and  al- 
low her  the  mighty  wonderful  advantage  of  fell- 
ing tlie  produce  of  her  induftry  on  the  fame  terms ^ 
you  difpofe  of  yours,  but  the  purchafe  to  hp  the  en- 
flaving  of  Ireland. ! !  !  Oh,  for  the  verfificatlon  of 
a  Pope,  the  point  and  force  of  a  Swift,  and  the 
;l|reofan  Addifon,  to  panegyrize  and  tranfmit  to 
pofterity,  your^;ffl//^t/ benevolencQt ! 

Btit  "  there  will  be  an  equalization  of  the 
channel  trade  •/'  are  you  fure  of-  that  ?  will  the 
footy  manufedurers  of  Birmingham,  Sheffield^ 
Manchefter  and  Leeds  confent  to  this,  did  not 
their  remonftrances  to  the  Britifh  Senate,  ftrike 
conviftion  to  the  Britifh  Minifter,  when  they  pe- 
titioned againfl  Orde's  famed  propofitions,  while 
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he  was  Secretary  in  Ireland,  and  did  not  the  Mi- 
nifter  fuddenly  abandon  wha:  he  had  a^  inconfidc- 
rately  undertaken  ?  follow  their  example,  let  Ire- 
land's voice  be  heard,  united  to  its  giacious  King^ 
Intt  inirmul  to  Union  :  never,  let  her  permit  an 
Union  perfidioufly  undertaken  by  thofc  "  who 
can  fmile  and  murder  while  they  fmile,"  to  be 
forced  on  Ireland's  virtuous  fons.  Let  Ireland 
but  fpeak,  zndjhe  muft  be  attended  to.  But  fup- 
pofing  an  equalization  of  the  channel  trade,  where 
are  your  merchants  ?- perhaps  emigrated  or  tranf- 
ported  to  a  foreign  clime,  their  warehoufes  con- 
verted into  guard-rooms  or  prifons !  where  are 
youi*  manufadurers  ?  perhaps  undergoing  a  fimi- 
lar  fate,  the  refult  of  the  diftrefles,  the  poverty 
and  the  calamitous  events  attendant  on  the  recent 
rebellion ;  even  admitting  England  to  barter  con- 
cefEon  for  an  Union,  as  it  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  what  raanufe<Surers  would  ventnre  them- 
felves,  ^their  capitals,  or  their  families,  to  fuch  a 
diftreffcd  country  as  Ireland  ?  none  can  be  weak 
enough  to  firppofe  it,  Stripped  of  her  populati-  . 
po,  and  defolaied  by  rebellion,  what  conceffions 
of  a  mercantile  nature  can  prove  of  advantage  to 
her  ?  to  the  thirfty,  languid,  feinting  traveller  on 
Arabians  defart  fands,  you  miay  in  vain  offeir  gold 
as  ufelefs  is  if  to  him  as  the  inhofpita^ble  fand  on 
which  he  perifhes,  one'draught  of  waier.  would 
relieve  him  more  than  all  that  pageantry  can  be- 
llow, what  then  is  ofTering  merchandife  and  traf- 
fic to  Ireland  at  this  moment,  but  infulting  her  ? 

give 
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give  her  peace,  but  no  Union,  and  you  prove 
yourfelf  her  friend.  Hume  the  hiftorian,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  ScottifhUnion,  mafces  this  remark,  that 
it  but  *^  kept  alive  that  mutual  hatred  between 
"  the  nations  which  had  been  carried  to  the 
«  greateft  extremity,  and  required  lime  to  al(ay  ii.*^"^ 
.  How  much  more  applicable  aiid  more  forcibly 
does  thiS'  obfervation  now  apply  to  Ireland,  on 
on  the  fubjeft  of  Union,  than  it  didlfA^/2  to  Scot 
land?  England  will  no  doubt  endeavour  to  al*. 
lure  Ireland  by  throwing  out  conccflions  to  de* 
ceivc  the  unwary,  Ihe  may  elevate  the  arch itcAu- 
ralcolumn,  to  flatter  Iriffi  pride  and  folly,  con 
ftrud  new  ftreets  and  rear  princely  palaces !  poor 
cpmpenfation  for  Irifh  independence.  The  great 
officers  o£  ftate,  with  minds  ever  open  to  conviiHon^ 
upon  the  touchftone  application  of  five  or  fix 
thoufand  pounds  a  year,  penfion  to  be  paid  by  he" 
landy  will  very  {oon  difcover  the  expediency  of  an 
Union  !  and  ihe  walls  of  that  Houfe  of  Comn 
mons  that  fo  lately  refounded  with  the  cry  of 
independant  Ireland !  !  confirmed  by  a  vote  of 
the  Britilh  Icgiflature,  will  foon  ring  changes 
on  the  vaft  advantage  an  Union  will  brirtg.-^ 
Advantages?  yes,  if  oppreffion,  -  mifery,  baiik-* 
ruptcy  and  poverty  are  fu-ch*  to  a  nation,  an 
Union,  will  cffcft  those  advantag£s».  Vain 
then  and  filly  to  talk  of  commerce  being  .encrcaf- 
cd  by  an  Union*  By  w^hom,  fuppofing  m  equali- 
zation 

*  Vide,  Hume's  hiftory  of  England,  Vol.  VI.  p.  21. 


zation  of  the  channel  trade  totakeplace^  would  the 
imports  of  manufa&ure  and  merchandife,  from 
the  Indies  and  firom  England  be  confumed  ?  by 
the  fliop-keeper  ?  No,  become  a  bankrupt,  his 
{hop  clofed,  he  has  emigrated  to  America.  By 
the  Nobleffe  and  Gentry  ?  No,  involved  in  ex- 
travagance and  diffipation,  they  are  exhibit- 
ing their  equipages  in  London  the  emporium  of 
the  empire,  vt^hat  &te  then  aw^aits  the  merchant 
but  ruin  and  certain  bankruptcy  ?  laden  with 
goods  purchafed  at  a  vaft  expence,  he  returns 
from  the  Atlantic,  or  from  the  Indian  ocean,  he 
comes  to  Dublin,  a  depopulated,  beggarly  town, 
inhabited  but  by  fqualidnefs  and  wretchednefs,  a 
fecond  Edinburgh,  rendered  fuch  from  a  fimilar 
caufe,  an  Union  with  England :  here  is  printed  in 
capitals,  "  this  houfe  to  be  fold  for  a  third  of  its 
value,  as  the  fliop-kecper  has  become  infolvcnt ; 
there  *'  a  bankrupt's  fale  I"  But  it  may  be  faid, 
^*  altho*  Dublin  will  be  ruined,  Cork  and  Water- 
ford  vi^ill  be  benefited  1"  That  is  in  plain  Engliih 
to  fay,  we  will  deftroy  and  cut  off,  the  head  and 
metropolis  of  the  nation,  and  very  likely  one  of 
the  legs  and  arms  may  furvive  the  amputation  ! 
O  Ikilful  Chirtirgeons !  may  you  never  operate 
upon  this  ifland  !  But  if  the  country  be  depopu- 
lated by  the  emigration  and  oppreffion  attendant 
on  an  Union,  in  God's  name,  how  could  any 
part  of  the  kingdom,  however  favoured  by  com- 
merce, flourilh  ?  This  then  is  the  feafon,  previous 
to  the  meeting  oiyour  Parliamenty  boldly  to  fpeak 
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out,  and  declare  how  obnoxious  and  detrimental 
an  Union  would  be  to  Ireland.  If  you  quietly 
fubmit,  without  remonftrating  againft  it,  the  op- 
portunity paffed  by  A^ill  never  again  return. 

Tbe  motives' thai  induce  the  Minijer  to  effe£l  an 
Union  of  Ireland  with  Great'Britain. 

In  accompliihing  an  Union,  there  are  feveral 
points  highly  favourable  to  the  Minifter.  The 
Irifli  Representatives  in  the  Britifh  Commons 
would  then  fhare  the  minifterial  loaves  and  fiflies^ 
and  like  their  worthy  compeers,  the  Scotch  Rc- 
prefentatives,  fupporting  the  Minifter,  add  to  his 
now  irrefiftible  phalanx,  and  place  him  hereafter, 
however  corrupt,  or  deftrudlive  of  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjefil,  beyond  the  reach  or  power  of  parli- 
amentary impeachment,  which  the  wifdom  of 
oiir  progenitors  had  placed  in  the  Parliament  of 
England,  under  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of  the- 
realm.  Add  to  this,  the  fortunate,  well-tim'd 
excufe,  that  would  confequently  follow  from  an 
Union  taking  place,  of  keeping  an  immenfe  army 
in  Ireland.  Witnefs  Scotland  for  the  proof  of 
this  pofition  :  See  how  great  the  neceffity  there 
would  be  of  keeping  down  a  duped  and  befotted 
nation,  that  has  an  ^3xi\ovi  forced  on  it. 

But  thefc  are  not  the  only  advantages  that 
will  refult  to  the  Minifter.  Poor  bankrupt  Ire- 
land muft  then  bear  her  quota  of  the  immenf<? 
overgrown  national  debt  of  England,  multiplying 
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every  hour  the  war  continues,  and  of  conic-: 
qucnce,  Ireland's  burden  muft  be  cnormoufly  en- 
creafed.  The  air  we  breathe,  the  light  Aat  will 
then  but  render  the  mifcry  of  Ireland  confpicu- 
ous,  xnuft  be  taxed — the  luxuries  of  the  rich, 
and  even  the  ^iftrelfes  of  the  poor,  to  prop  the 
tottering  pile,  overpowered  with  the  debt  and 
taxes  of  Greait- Britain  I ! ! — Thefe  are  fome  of  the 
projpetous  confequcnces  that  will  inevitably  refulc 
from  the  Union.  Add  to  this  too,  that  the  na- 
tion had  been  loud  in  its  repeated  declarations 
for  ParHaraentary  Reform  and  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation, in  which,  had  it  been  unanimous,  it 
muft  have  fucceeded,  and  we  would  not  now 
have  had  to  lament  the  recent  Rebellion,  and  the 
unhappy,  but  too  fuccefsful  attempts,  to  diffe- 
minate  bigotted  diffenfions  in  religion,  eftrang- 
ing  the  Catholics  from  the  l^rotftftants,  as  if  we 
were  not  the  fame  natives  of  the  one  and  fame 
foil ;  but  an  Union  will  prevent  both  from  ever 
taking  place,  and  will  fo  ftrengthcn  the  coloilal 
power  of  Minifters,  that  altho'  they  may  be  as 
deferving  of  puniftiment  as  a  Strafford,  they  will 
be  placed  beyond  the  power  of  Parliament.-— 
l,et  then  the  Proieftant  and  Catholic  join  hands ; 
it  is  the  caufe  of  their  country  ;  their  difunioh, 
which  the  Minifter  has  fo  long  endeavoured  to^ 
accomplifli,  (like  the  fepapaied  bundle  of  rods) 
will  but  weaken  Ireland's  efforts,  apd  empower 
him  to  efiablilh  an  Union.  This  is  the  caufe  of  the 
Protefiant — of  the  Caiholic— of  the  Prefbyterian 

'      —of 
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*— of  th^  Cigafccr— of  every  feft — of  ilL  It  is  tljid 
caufc  of  the  Irifli  nation—"  //  Jhall^  it  mufi  ie 
beardr 

A  M  E  R  I  C  A. 

America  hactno  Inflation  when  under  th6 
jx)wer  of  England     When  flxe  had  to  complaiii 
of  a  breach  of  public  faiths  and  violation  of  a 
foleinn  treaty  or  unjuft  toation^  her  Complaints 
muft  be  preferred,  borne  by  a  long  navigation 
^acrofs  th6  Atlantic  to  the  Britifh  Senate ;  where 
her  virtuous  Franklin  was  fcoffed  at,  and  her 
complaints,  by  him  preferred,  were  unattended  to. 
But  it  may  be  faid,  how  does  this  apply  to  Ire- 
land ?  It  is  anfwered,  it  would  apply  in  cafe  of 
an  Union,  tiot  as  to  the  comparifon  of  the  dif- 
tance  of  the  great  continent  of  America  and  the 
contiguity  of  this  ifland ;  but  it  holds  good  fo 
^r,  tjiat  if  Ireland  has  any  remonftrance  to  make, 
any  petition  td  prefer,  it  muft  be  to  the  Parlia- 
ment pf  the  empire,  (as  it  is  prefurixed  it  will 
he  then  called)  for  Ireland  will  thcti  have  no 
Parliament  of  her  own,  to  fofter  her  uianufac-* 
tures,  her  agriculture,  like  an  itidulgent  parent  i 
her  real  interefts  will  confequ^ntly  be  loft  or 
overlooked,  in  the  mQxt^oi\fequential  ini^xchs  oi 
England  j  charity  will  tjien  begin  at  home  ;  none 
for  fturdy  Irifli  folicitants ! ! — L  eland  muft  then  .. 
fuffer  for  the  juvenile  indifcretions  of  an  elder 
fifter,    who  has  fquandered  her  dower   in   de- 
ftru£live  war  and  unfuccefsful  fubfidy  I 

D  ^  It 
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!ft  h  Mgh  time,  then,  that  Englatid  ffiouPd 
fcarn,  and  bear  in  mind  the  confequenccs  of  her 
conduft  to  America — ftie  fhould  "  remember  and 
fear  to  tranfgrefs;"  Ihe  fhould  further  recolledl, 
that  l^e  adually  forced  America  to  fhake  off 
hertonneftion,  and  that  had  conciliation  been 
adopted,  Arilerica  had  ftill  been  a  part  of  one 
great  empire,  and  had  not  been  wrefted  from 
£ngknd  by  the  intrigues  of  France,  and  mx)fl 
probably  the  French  revolution  would  not  have 
taken  place.  I  here  cantK>t  but  quote  a  part 
.of  the  fpecch  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton^ 
on  the  aifairs  of  America ;  it  is  (if  we  can  ere* 
dit  the  xeports  of  the  Houfes  of  Parliament  of 
the  Jrilh  Legiflature)  fo  applicable  to  this  haplefs 
knd^  and  proves  how  France,  taking  advantage 
of  the  impolitic  condudl  of  England,  has.for  ever 
deprived  her  of  the  continent  of  America.  Thole 
that  do. not  fee  the  analogy  muft  be  dull  indeed- 
On  the  31ft  of  Oftober,  1776,  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  -made  a  Speech  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Peers,  with,  regard  to  the  condti^  of  Minifters^ 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extraft*.  His  Grace 
enumerated  "  the  meafures  of  Acfeniniftration 
'*  with  refpeS  to  America,  >yhich  he  declared  he 
**  would  oppofe  as  long  as  his  legs  would  carry 
"  him  to  that  Houfe,  .  He  averred  from  autho- 
"  rity  unqueftionable,  that  ibey  had  driven  the 
^*  Provincials  U  feci  proie^ion  from  ^ur  natural 

*'  enemies :. 

*  Vide   Parliamentary  Debates  in  the  Britife  Scuate^ 
A.  D.  1776.     • 


*i  enemies :  that  France  htd  all  along  fupfUei 
"  tbem  with  armu  and  every  kind  of  military 
*^  ftorcs  J  that  a  Member  of  the  Congrefi  was  fUrw 
*'  refidenS  at  Paris,  and  aflually  in  treaty  witk 
**  that  Court." 

Would  not  one  imagine  they  were  reading  a 
part  of  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of 
Ireland  ?  |f  then  fuch  has  been  the  condudl  oi 
England  (to  cxprefs  his  Grace's  words)  "  as  tk 
"  drive  the  Provincials  to  feek  pratsdim  from  our 
f*  natural  enemies^*  while  France  was  under  a 
Monarchic  government,  how,  let  me  a(k,  would 
Bot,  might  not  the  meafure  of  an  Union,  drive 
the  people  of  Ireland  (which  God  avert)  to  feet 
frotedion  from  our  natural  enemies ^  even  under  a 
Republican  form  of  government,  that  has  already 
effe&ed  fo  much,  that  has  and  is  aiming  i^ll  its 
•energies  againft  England,  and  that  has  fo  very 
•fiir  excelled,  in  its  fucjceffes  whatever  had  A^een' 
attempted  by  Monarchic  FraueeJ  But  it  jaiay  be 
£tid,  ^^  a^  France  has  made  thofc  attempts,  \ietr 
^*  ter  to  be  united  to  £i]igland  than  to  France." 
But  how  are  we  in  this  dilemma  ?  Where  the 
necefiity  of  being  added,  a  contemptible  province 
to  either?  Add  to  this,  if  an  Ummi  with  the 
former,  was  to  prove  the  vcrydireft  means  of 
^ratiging  us  from,  and  uniting  us  to,  the  lat* 
ter,^  how  impolitic  would  it  be  in  Great-Britain, 
:inercly  to  indulge  her  national  ptide,  by  the  fa  • 
^ificet)f  Iriih  independence,  and  iun  the  rifiju^ 
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of  Ireland's  fq^aration  from  England  for  ever  ?  Is 
it  generous,  then,  noble,  prudent  or  politic, 
for  England  to  difguft  the  people  of  Ireland,  who 
had  remained  fo  feithfiil  to  England  during  a 
formidable  rebellion,  when  it  had  Been  by  the  in- 
furgents,  confidered  as  treafonable  to  a£k  fo  ?  let 
England  anfwer,  and  let  England  recolleft  that 
but  for  the  yeomanry'  an1d  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  Ihe  would  now  have  had  to  re- 
gret the  lofs  of,  inftead  of  propofing  an  Union 
to,^  Ireland,  and  this  country  had  now  been  a  re- 
public, feparated  probably  from  Englatid  for 
ever!  Oh/^r^/i^?:// Englifhmen,  how  canlfuf- 
ficiently  exprefs  the  opinion  and  feelings  of  the 
people  of  this  country  at  condufl  fuch  as  this  I 
Is  then  the  obnoxious  meafure  of  an  Union, 
the  way  to  preferve  Ireland  to  England  ? 

**  Credat  Judens  Apella,  non  ego**. 

It  is  however  true,  an  Union  with  England  will 
but  confirm  our  Union,  and  will  unite  all,  royalifts 
and  others,  to  oppofe  oppreflioh!  Begin  then, 
redoubted^n^hxidy  confirm  an  Union,  and  you 

will      iNDISSOLyBiY       HAVE       ESTABLI8HEP 

OVRS:,  Recolle6l,  my  countrymen,  that  the 
American  tea-tax  and  ftamp-^ad,  ihooe  as  ftars, 
to  liberate  the  Americans  from  a  code  of  bond' 
age;  and  fimilar  caufes,  both  in  the  phyfical 
and  political  world,  have  invariably  been  pro- 
clu^ivc  pf  fimilar  effects. 

It 
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It  has  been  aflerted,  "  Now  is  the  time  for  an 
**  Union  with  England ;  in  time  of  peace  we 
««  could  not  efifeA  it.'' — It  has  been  as  properly 
replied,  ^^  The  advantages  you  feize  hold  of  in 
^'  time  of  war,  of  forcing  an  Union  againft  the 
'^  inclination  and  wifhes  of  a  people,  are  diiho- 
^^  nourable,  and  if  you  dare  not  propound  it  in 
<<  time  of  peace,  you  ihould  not  endeavour  to 
f  *  effcd  it  in  time  of  war," 

At  this  moment  England  has  been  fuccefsful; 
fluihed  and  vain  of  her  naval  operations,  Englifh 
pride  is  up ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  Ireland  is 
to  be  facrificed  to  that  pride  :  England  has  now 
an  immenfe  army  of  mercenaries  in  this 
country;  and  may  think  herfelf  ceruiri  of  fuccefs 
in  her  own  political  arithmetic.  But  let  her  rer 
coUedl,  '*  the  race  is  not  to  the  fwift,  nor  the 
battle  to  the  ftrong  ;'^  let.  her  too  recoUe^l  that 
political  life  is  chequered  with  misfortunes  as  well 
as  that  of  the  individual,  that  the  tide  of  ill-for- 
tune may  turip,  and  in  future  wars,  Ireland  be- 
come the  bone  of  contention,  if  not  a  colony  to 
France,  (if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  many  and 
recent  attempts  of  that  power)  when  difguftcd 
by  an  Union  with  England.  Recoiled,  then, 
my  beloved  countrymen,  that  I  have  ihewn,  (or 
at  leaft  endeavoured  to  do  fo)  that  Scotland  bas  not 
benefited  by  the  Union,  that  even  if  flie  has,  it  does 
»ot  apply  to  Irelai>d.  That  your  abfentecs  will  be 
tripled,  to  the  irretrievable  detriment  of  our  na- 
tive 
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Uye  knd— thtt  Our  pommircc  "will  not.be  3n- 
creafed  en,*en  from  an  equalization  of  the  channel 
trade,  that  qur  manu&6ture6  will  not  be  benefited 
by  Englilh  fettlersjas  they  will  not  in  all  probabi* 
lity  come  over  to  fuch  a  diftra^ed  country -r- that 
our  commerce  muft  confequently  decreafe  from 
emigration,  attendant  on  that  oppreilive  meafure, 
«n  Union.  Poverty  and  opprcflion  being  the  ever 
unvarying  caufes  of  emigration.  How  abfurd  then 
to  expcd  wealthy  fettlers  to  give  up  their  comforts, 
and  come  to  Ireland}  I  have  farther  fliewn  the 
motive  that  induce  the  min tiler  to  accompliib 
this  meafure,  it  being  ever  the  wife  and  the 
intcrcft  of  every  minifter  to  cfeft  it. — ^Ihave 
fltewn  how  America,  through  the  impolitic 
condud  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  has  been 
alienated  from  dbe  impermi  diadem ;  and  hate 
pointed  out  the  probable  refult  of  the  attempts 
of  theenterprizing  Republic— France,  feouM  aa 
Union  be  eSfededL    • 

The  decifion  refts  with  you,  whether  you  will 
leave  a  poflibility  of  our  being  annexed  to 
France,  at  a  future  period,  or  remain  a?  ypu  are 
already^  united  to. our  moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
and  to  England ;  or  iii^/f  furrender  your  Right3 
to-  Englifii  mohopoCfts,  by  not  refiAihg  an 
Union.  It  refts  with  you,  it  refts  wth  tiofe  ihtu 
call  themfelves  jour,  teprejkntati^es  j  if  they  da 
n0t^U your?  RigbU^  thcf  OAunoT  br  bought, 
and  coniequently  an  Union  cannot  be  eftabiiihed* 

But 


But  fliouldthe  Irifli  Parliament  take  upon  them- 
fclves  to  annihilate  the  Conftitution  of  the  Lords 
and  Commons  of  Ireland,f  (by  an  ASt  of  incor- 
porating Union)  this  a£l  would,  ip/o  faHo^  be 
voidandnull;  and  the  kight  of  choos- 
ing A  FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT  WOVLD 
JIGAIN  REVERT  TO  THE  BODY  ,  OF  TH4 
PFOPLE    AT    LARGE-* 

People  of  Ireland  then,  thofe  I  mean  whofe 
love  for  Ireland  has  not  yet  been  fold j  whofe  afiec* 
tion  has  not  been  corrupted,  and  whofe  honour 
has  noi  been  purchafed;  on  you  do  I  call,— 
fpeak  boldly  out! — This  is  the  time;  now  or 
tiever.  If  you  are  indifierent,  you  are  undone* 
Addrefs  then,  our  beloved  Sovereign,  and  petition 
againft  an  Union.  Ireland's  united  voice, 
in  peals  of  thunder  Jball  then  be  heard y  it  shall 
BE  HEARD — at  laft  ftrike  convi^ion,  and  fiun 
the  domineering  Minifter,  with  Ireland's  empha* 
tic  exclamation  of— NO  UNION!!! 

*  Vide  Locke  on  Government, 
f  Even  under  the  government  of  defpotic  France,  ihe 
Tiers  Etats  were  aifembled  on  queftions  of  magnitude  and 
impOrtancCi  to  (;oile£t  and  make  kno^^rn  the  fentiments  of 
the  people ;  and  in  Holland,  even  under  the  Stadtholder, 
aflembly  of  the  States  Ge^jeral  were  called  to  afcertain  the 
will  of  the  people.-- Why  (hould  not  the  wiflies  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  be  known  on  a  quedion  of  fuch  import- 
ance to  the  people  and  to  pofterity,  as  an  Union— and 
why,  or  how  could  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  mortgage  Iri/li 
independence  to  Britifli  monopoly? ! ! ! 

THft    BNO. 
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THE 


UNITED  IRISHMEN, 


TALE; 


FOUNDED    ON    FACTS. 


WAR,   HORRID  WAR,  OUR  THOUGHTFUL  WALKS  INVADES, 
AND    STEEL    NOW    GLITTERS    IN   THE   MUSES  SHADES. 


DUBLIN* 

FKIMTED    FOR    THE    AUTHOR. 
1798. 


DEDICATION. 


TO     THE 


GOOD   PEOPLE   OF  IRELAND. 


•BRETHREN,  I  hope  you^l  condefcend 
To  read  thefe  pages  to  the  end ; 
The  Tale,  I  muft  confefs,  is  fad. 
But  better  cannot  now  be  had; 
For  how  can  we  find  Peace  or  Joy, 
Where  man  his  neighbour  will  deftroy  ? 
Who  is  commanded  from  above. 
Even — as  his  own  ft;lf  to  love. 
But  fo  it  is,— thefe  horrid  times 
Abound  with  mod  atrocious  crimes  j 
Such — as  muft  give  us  caufe  to  fear 
Our  Country's  ruin  is  too  near— 

For 


(     vi     ) 

For  'tis  in  Holy^writ  decided. 
An  houfe,  againft  itfelf  divided. 
In  oppolition,  hand  to  hand. 
Can  never  be  fuppos'd  to  ftand. 

My  Friends,  I  know,  that  this  produdion. 
Shews  but  a  part  of  that  deftrudion, 
(Small  part  indeed !)  which  far  and  wide. 
Has  raged,  and  fpread  on  ev'ry  fide  5 
Yet  tho'  'tis  fmall,  in  it  you'll  fee. 
The  bitter  produce  of  that  Tree, 
MifcalI'd  the  Plant  of  Liberty. 


THE 


THE 


UNITED  IRISHMEN, 

A     T  A  L  £• 


Ji  ATT  B— — N,  a  farmer,  long  rcfidcd 
l!^csLT  Wici/ow,  and  had  oft  divided  ,  . 

'Mongft  his  poor  neighbours  liberal  bounty, 
As  any  other  in  the  county  j 
For  he,  good  man,  had  fuch  an  heart. 
As  never  grudg'd  to  give  a  part 
To  thofq  that  needed  of  his  ftorc,   * 
And  Providence  ftill  fent  him  n^orc  5 
Becaufe,  to  give  he  was  raoft  willing. 
His  barns  were  ev'ry  feafon  filling,  10 

And  when  the  market  made  t^em  empty, 
•'Twas  always  followed  with  more  plenty  j 
And  therefore,  he  was  nothing  worfc  j 
Such  emptyings  only  fill'd  his  purfe. 

B  Hc< 


[  ^  ] 

He  alfo  had  good  ftore  of  kine. 
Of  cocks  and  hens,  geefe,  ducks  and  fwine, 
Horfes  and  bullocks,  fitly  broke. 
Ready  in  cart  or  plough  to, yoke  ; 
And  with  all  thefe,— for  he  was  able, — 
He  loved,  and  kept  a  plenteous  table,         20 
That  never  wanted  beef  or  beer. 
Or  any  other  hsarty  cheer. 
For  friends  or  neighbours  to  take  part  on^ 
When  coming  from  a  fair  or  patron ; 
With  fix  young  children,  and  a  wife. 
Who  were  the  comforts  of  his  life. 

It  fo  fell  out,  as  you  fliall  heaf,-Tr 

That  on  a  crofs-day  of  this  year. 

Often  remark'd,  as  old  wives  fay. 

To  be  a  moft  unlucky  day  j  3q 

Some  friends,  from  Wexford^  riding  by^^ 

As  to  the  road  his  houfe  was  nigh. 

They  ail  difmounted,  and  went  in. 

For  two  of  them  were  of  his  kin ; 

With  he?krty  welcome  Paddy  met  them. 

And  in  his  parlour  gladly  fet  them, 

Brought 


[     3    ] 
Brought  thehi  a  can  of  homc-breW'd  ftout, 
Siaylhg,  Kerens  to  you ;  drink  about  j 
And  fo  they  did^  and  hearty  too. 
No  flouches  they,  give  them  their  due.        40- 

The  beer  and  falutations  ended. 
They  role  to  go,  as  they  intended. 
But  Paddy  fwore,— As  Fm  a  finner. 
This  day  with  me  you'll  take  a  dinner. 
Content  were  they,  for  moll  are  willing 
To  ftay,  where  they  carl  get  good  filling, 
So  down  they  fat,  for  toother  fup. 
And  had  their  horfes  all  put  up. 

The  wife,  who  never  yet  was  fparing, 

To  treat  her  friends,  began  preparing,         50 

To  get  things  ready,  as  was  fit. 

And  clap'd  a  turkey  on  the  fpit ; 

Made  up  the  fire,  put  on  the  pot. 

Greens  from  the  garden  quickly  got. 

With  fliceof  bacon,  flie  threw  in  it. 

And  had  it  boiling  in. a  minute  ; 

While  our  good  friends  together  fat, 

Aqd  enter'd  on  a  ferious  chat. 

Paddy, 


C    4    ] 

Paddy,  fays  Terence,  don't  you  fee. 
Poor  Inlands  cafe  and  mifery,  60 

How  long  we  have  been  fore  opprefs'd, 
.  But  few,  of  our  complaints  redrefs'd. 
But  few  indeed ;  and,  that  to  quiet  us. 
For  fear  the  people  fbould  grow  riotous. 
We  grant,  they  gave  us  longer  leafes. 
And  fome  relief,  in  other  cafes ; 
But  what  are  thefe, — not  worth  a  name, 
Compar'd  with  thofe  we  juftly  claim. 
If  Fve  a  right  to  wear  this  coat. 
Pray,  have  I  not  the  fime,  to  vote,  70 

For  him,— -who  tho'  iie  wfll  not  alk  me 
For  my  confent,— will  freely  tax  me. 
In  Parliament ; — juft  at  his  pleafure, 

'     And  rob  me  of  my  hard-earn*d  treafure. 
This  is  my  right,— and  my  profeffion 

-    Should  never  hinder  my  pofTeflion ; 
Nor  any  man,  who  might  be  fit. 
In  that  fame  Parliament  to  fit ; 
Nor  hinder  any  Lord  to  fpeak  m\ 
Who  has  a  right,  his  feat  to  take  in't.         80 
^  '      This 


[    5    ] 
This  IS  my  right;  and  Fll  fay  fyrthcr,-i-  . 
That  furely  it  is  worfc  than  murther  ^ 
That  our  poor  Clergymen  ihould  be 
Supported  by  meer  charity  ; 
While  thofe,  to  whom  the  Ty the  we're  giving, 
Poffefs  each  valuable  li.ving ; 
Their  Btjhops  in  their  coaches  jogging. 
While  ours,  muft  live  in  humble  lodging.— 
'Tis  liard  indeed,  and  harder  ftill, 
(But  our  good  rulers  have  their  will,)  90 

That  many  families  fhould  be 
Reduced  to  loweft  poverty ; 
Perhaps  to  beg,  upon  the  lands. 
Once  wrefted  from  their  Father's  hands ; 
Now,  held  by  thofe  who  will  not  know  them. 
And,  hardly,   charity  beftow  them. 
This  is  a  truth,— Pad dt,  you  know  it. 
And  ■  Map^  does  fully  fhew  it. 

There  you  may  fee,— tho'  we're  derided. 
How  Ireland's  lands  are  all  divided ;.  jog 

Mark'd  with  the  names  of  old  Proprietors, 
Which,  on  pretence  that  they  were  rioters. 

Were 
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Were  forfeited,  were  feiz'd,  wcrc^ivenf. 
To  any  fcoundrel  under  heaven. 
Jf  thefe  a'n't  grievances,  I  wonder 
What  worfe,  could  any  labour  undei? : 
But  from  all  thefe,  I  hope  our  nation. 
Will  foon  obtain  Emancipation. 

So  Terence  ended, — Patt  reply 'd. 
What  you  have  faid,  can't  be  deny'd,       i  lO 
We  labour,  to  fupport  a  Crown, 
That  with  oppreffions  bear  us  down. 
Too  true  it  is, — but  Fm  unlettered. 
And  cannot  tell,  how  'twill  be  bettered  ^ 
For  Government  is  flill  the  winner. 
So  let  us  now  fit  down  to  dinner. 

Then,  down  they  fat  about  the  table. 
Each  help  d  himfelf,  as  he  was  able. 
And  freely,  to  their  trenchers  take  on. 
Plenty  of  turkey,  greens  and  bacon:         i£o 
With  quick  difpatch,  they  eat  their  meal. 
And  'mix'd  it  well  with  good  ftout  ale: 

'  Then 
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Then  off  wcat  cloth,  and  plates  and  mug, 
And  in  their  room,  a  fmoaking  jug 
Of  whilkey  punch,  appeared  to  crown^ 
Th'  entertainment,  and  to  drown, 
J?or  a  fhort  time,  in  diffipation. 
The  forrowfi  of  the  Irifli  nation. 
Now,  glaffcs  round  the  table  coafted, 
Grattan  and  Fox  were  loudly  toafted,  130 
J^nd  heartily  they  drank,  and  caroled, 
Harvey,  Roach,  and  Lord  Fitzgerald.* 

When  HuGfit  G'Fl— y  faid,  Patt, 
I  took  fome  notice,  you  faid,  that 
TTou  could  not  ttll^  as  you're  unlettered. 
How  poor  old  Ireland  might  be  bettered. 
Now  I  will  tell  you,— rdon't  you  fee 
How  France  has  gain'd  her  liberty  ? 
^was  not  by  humble  mean  fubmiffion. 
That  they  obtained  a  quick  tranfition         140 
From  flavery  to  liberty,  that  now. 
The  trembling  nations  round  them  bow. 

To 

t 

*  They  had  not  heard  of  his  Lordfhip's  death. 
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To  their  controul,  and  vanquifli'd,  yield. 

To  them,  the  honours  of  the  field. 

No.— It  was  by  force  they  broke. 

From  off  their  necks,  the  galling  yoke 

Of  tyranny. — That,  only  can, 

Recover  the  loft  Rights  of  Man  j 

And  fliew  the  world,  what  now  they  fee. 

The  people's  high  Jbv'reignify.  1 50 

By  this,  friend  Patt,  we  fljall  be  bettered. 

And  all  our  limbs  from  chain?  unfe^ter'd  j 

This,  only  this,  can  fet  us  free. 

And  fave  from  Englifh  tyranny. 

And  now, — for  this  we  are  preparing. 

Ready  our  ftandard  is  for  rearing; 

WeVe  made  a  noble  large  fubfcription. 

Arms  are  prepared,  of  each  defcription. 

In  vaft  abundance,  firelock,  pike. 

They  wait  for  us, — then  let  us  ftrike,        160 

The  blow  decifive,  that  fhall  be. 

The  iErra  of  our  liberty ; 

The  Englifh  then,  fhall  know  and  rue. 

What  our  united  force  can  do. 

I  wonder 
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I  wonder,  you  have  not  obfcrv^d. 
What  Tersmcb  faidj  it  might  have  ferv'd 
To  ope  your  eyes,—//  mas  to  quiet  us^ 
Left  we  JhouU  happen  to  grow  riotous. 
That  they  were  MraU     Let  our  powers, 
Increafe  their  fears,  and  all  is  ours.  170 

Now,  Paddy,  we've  no  time  to  lofe ; 
.Call  for  your  boots,  take  off  your  fhoes. 
And  come  to  Hackefs-town^  and  fee. 
What  mighty  power,  and  force  have  we. 

He  faid,— and  drinking  the  laft  fup. 
With  one  accord,  they  all  got  up, — 
Took  horfe  in  hafte,  and  off  they  went, 

•  Big,  with  the  profped  of  th'  event. 
There,  when  they  came, — Paddy  foon  found, 
A  numerous  force  fpread  all  around  i  180 

Such  force,  as  he  had  never  feen. 
Four  thoufand  men  upon  the  grcert. 
With  pikes  and  guns  compleatly  arm'd. 
He  faw, — and  with  the  fight  was  charmed  j 

^  His  friends  rcceiv'd  his  warmeft  thanks. 
And  with  glad  heart,  he  join'd  the  ranks. 

C  My 


(      lO      ) 

My  Readers' now,  no  doubt/will  think. 
That  night  afforded  much  good  drink. 
And  fo  it  did  ; — ^for  cv'ry  ftore. 
Was  drain  d  and  fearch'd  to  find  out  more. 

The  morning  came, — z  day  of  doom, 
A  day  of  darknefs  and  of  gloom  j  19^ 

For  ever  be  that  day  forgot ! 
From  under  Heaven,  its  record  blot ! 
Day  of  defeat,  diftrefs  and  fear. 
Be  it  not  numbered  in  the  year ! 

The  morning  came. — Th'  united  force 
March'd  forward  with  a  fteady  courfe ; 
On  their  approach, — the  jirmy  fell 
Back  to  their  Barrack :— who  can  tell 
The  joys, — the  Ihouts,^— that  then  refounded. 
Of  vidory,  and  foes  confounded  ?  200 

But  O  ! — delufive  expedation. 
Their  joy  was  but  of  (hort  duration  ; 
Hume,  with  his  troop,  fell  on  their  rear. 
The  broad  fword  knew  not  how  to  fpare  ; 

Hardy, 
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Ha&by,  and  Gardner,  quick  return'd^ 

Each  breail  with  martial  fury  burn'd, — 

The  infantry  came  forward  firing. 

The  ground  was  ftrew'd  with  men  expiring ; 

The  reft,  defencelefs,  unprotedled. 

Fled  ev*ry  way,  as  fear  diredled.  210 

Pa  XT  ran  as  faft  as  heels  could  carry. 

Nor  did  his  friends  behind  him  tarry ; 

They  fled  together  in  a  group, 

'Till  overtaken  by  a  troop 

Of  horfe^-~f«a  piftol  bullet 

Found  paflagc  thro\poor  Paddy's  gullet. 

Lifelefs  he  fell  upon  the  ground. 

And  his  laft  breath  pafs'd  thro*  the  wound. 

OT    M  ■  Y  turning  quick  about. 
His  pointed  pike  held  fiercely  out,  220 

Thruft  at  an  horfe-man  5 — mifs'd  his  aim. 
Then  down  the  weighty  fabre  came. 
Full  on  his  fhoulder,— quite  unftrung 
His  arm,— -on  bleeding  finews  hung; 

Then 
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Then  falling,  in  the  mortal  flrife. 
The  horfes  trampled  out  his  life. 

Terence  alone,  of  all  that  went 
With  Paddy,  livd  to  tell  th'  event, 
For  him  it  was  referv*d  to  tell. 
How  his  dear  friends  and  coufins  fell.       230 
How  fhall  I  tell  it  ?  oft  he  cried. 
To  her  who,  late  an  happy  bride, 
finjoy'd  his  love,  and  tender  care. 
Who  never  had  a  thought  to  fpare. 
Ought,  that  his  wife,  or  children  needed, 
But  fiill,  in  ads  of  love  exceeded. 
Yet,  fhe  muft  hear  it,  loon  or  late, 
O  BiDD,Y  !  Kiddt!  what  fad  ftate 
Has  our  mad  folly  brought  you  to  ? 
That  day,  that  fatal  day,  I  rue,  240 

When  WC-— received  with  fricndfliip  kind. 
In  your  full  houfe,:fo  freely  din'd  ; 
Where  all  was  plenty,  all  was  peace. 
O  now !   how  altered  is  the  cafe  ? 
Your  hufband  dead,  your  profpeds  ended. 
No  hope,  that  they  will  e'er  be  mended : 

Your 
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Your  children,  now,  no  more  will  fee 
Their  father,—- on  whofe  cheerful  kuce 
Tt^^y've  often  fat  5 — or  if  they  (bould, 
'Twill  be  his  corfe,  befmear'd  with  blood  5  250 
O  woeful  fight,r-a  fight,   I  fear,— 
My  grief  withholds  the  briny  tear. 
Not  one  drop  trickles  from  mine  eye. 
My  heart's  a  ftone,  I  cannot  cry. 

O  fatal  day !— I  muft  repeat  it ; 
What  pen  can  write,  what  tongue  relate  it  ? 
The  fields  with  bodies  covered  o'er. 
The  ground  all  drench'd  with  human  gore  ; 
The  fhricks  and  tears  of  widow'd  wives. 
The  helplefs  childrens  mournful  cries  !     260 
Are  thefc  the  rights  we  vainly  fought  for. 
The  liberty  we  madly  fought  for  ? 
Say, — have  the  dead  at  length  enjoy 'd  it, 
Or,  rather,  have  we  not  deftroy'd  it  ? 
With  a  mild  Government  not  content. 
And  fiercely  on  rebellion  bent ; 
Forth  to  the  war,  we  went,  and  we, 
Have  met  our  fatal  delliny. 

We've 
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WeVefacrific'd  otir  lives,  and  all. 

That  ever  man  could  precious  call ;  ayo 

For  what  ? — for  mcer  delufive  dreams, 

Of  greater  liberty        'for  fehemes 

Republican^  or  C^/iS^/w"-— they're  fled. 

Like  empty  vifions  of  the  head. 

And  we're  now  numbered  with  the  dead. 

Perhaps  the  living  think  not  fo  5 
Perhaps  they'd  rather  wifh  to  go 
Onward,  and  pujfh  the  bufinefs  further. 
Thro'  feas  of  blood,  and  heaps  of  murthcr^ 
Perhaps  the  Ignis-fatuus  ftill,  280 

May  charm  their  fight,  and  hold  their  will, 
Faft  in  its  chains,  a  longer  feafon. 
Quite  deaf  to  all  the  calls  of  reafon  j 
But  if  our  countrymen,  who  fell 
In  thefe  fad  broils,  could  rife  and  tell  j 
I'm  certain,  what  I've  juft  now  faid, 
Would  be  the  language  of  the  dead. 

O  that  the  living  now  would  think. 
While  yet  they  ftand  on  ruin's  brink. 

That 
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That  one  ftep  further, — they  may  be         290 

Loft  in  a  dark  eternity ! 

Will  they,  be  benefited  then, 

By  all  the  fchemes  of  reftlefs  men. 

By  facrificing  to  ambition. 

To  turbulence  and  to  fedition. 

Their  families,  their  lives,  their  nation. 

And  more  than  all,  their  fouFs  falvation  ? 

Ah !  no," — They  will  not  j— to  their  coft. 

Their  ev'ry  hope,  and  wifh  is  loft. 

Surely  I  muft  be  mad  or  doting,  300 

If  to  obtain  the  right  of  voting, 
(When  vacant  feats  may  give  occafion,) 
For  gentlemen  of  my  perfuafion.  ^ 

'Tis  true,  we  are  not  reprefented. 
But  may  we  not  be  well  contented. 
When  thoufands — we  need  not  be  told. 
Who  have  not  freedom,  or  freehold— 
Of  all  perfuafions,  are  content, 
Tho*  in  the  fame  predicament. 
^  Or, — that  our  Clergy  may  poflefs  310 

A  parifh,  or  a  diocefs. 

Or, 
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Or, — ^that  the  children  of  a  race. 
Who'  once  difturb'd  the  public  peace. 
Should  be  reftor'd  to  what  they've  loft. 
That,  I,  at  fuch  amazing  coft, 
Should  venture  all,  and  freely  bleed, 
Surely  I  muft  be  mad  indeed  ! 
For  what  improvement  in  a  ftate. 
Is  vvorth  a  purchafe  half  fo  great  ? 

This  fad  foliloquy,  thus  ended,  320 

Terence,  as  he  at  firft  intended. 
When  night  came  on,  with  heavy  heart 
Set  forward,  that  he  might  impart. 
With  tender  caution,  to  the  wife. 
The  lofs  of  her  poor  hufband's  life. 
But  ah! — like  moft  difaft'rous  things. 
The  difmal  news  had  fwifter  wings : 
An  hour  before  he  came,  fhe  heard. 
What  from  the  firft,  (he  greatly  fear'd  ; 
And  when  ftie  heard  it,— fad  to  tell,  330 

With  fhrieks,  in  ftrong  convulfions  fell. 

Thus 
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Thus, — ^in  the  jaws  of  death  he  found  her. 
Her  friends,  and  children  ftanding  round  her. 
With  heavy  forrow  all  opprefs'd, 
Amaz'd,  confounded,  and  diftrefs'd; 
On  feeing  him, — (he  loudly  cried, 
O  Terry  !  Terry  !  Ihrlek'd  and  died. 

O  that  her  neighbours  may  take  care. 
The  infant  progeny  to  rear  !  . 
To  teach  them  each  Religious  Duty,  340. 

To  Ihew  them  Virtue's  genuine  beauly  j 
That  their  poor  father's  fad  example. 
May, be  to  them,  a  warning  ample, 
With  care  t'avoid  thefe  dreadful  harms. 
The  confequence  of  taking  arms. 
And  joining  a  rebellious  race, 
Againft  their  King  and  Counfrfs  peace ; 
That  they  may  live  kind  Heaven  to  pleafe. 
And  fee  on  earth,  more  pjrofp'rous  days» 
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Gptdmen  of  tktGrfaudJUsy^ 


At 


iS  we  are  convened  here  under  a  coonniffioii  which  hi&/ 
Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  AireSt  for    fpecial   purpofe^aod- 
not  in  the  ordinary  courfeof  the  adminiftration  of  juftice^itmaj^ 
xiatnr^y  he  expected  that  I  fliould  fay  fooiething  on  the  occafioa 
of  pur  aiTembling  here :  to  enable  me  to  do  fo,  I. have  no  guide, 
but  thecommiiSon  which  I  bear  for  us;  depofitions  are  returned, 
according  to  theuniver&l  practice  of  Courts  of  Juftice  in  crimi-«^ 
Bfi  proceedings;  probably  that  has  arifen  from  the  circumftaiice. 
of  the  indii%xient  for  high  treafon,  being  now.  in  the  Courfe  of 
being  prepared  by. the  0£Bccr  of  the  Crown,  and jiot  before  fet* 
tied.    In  m^ny  cafes^  the  returns  may  b^  very  ufeful;  becaufeit ' 
is  as  material  in  treafon  a^itia  in  felony^ 'that  the  Court  (hould''^ 
fee  the  depofitions,  to  enable  them  thjft  fateUi^r  to  pcdnt  out  the:' 
grand  features  of  the  cafe,  to  prsfent  to  your  ooofidefati&it  Cfa^. 
/'ads  and  circumftances  that  are  moft  eflentialfot^pou:  tor  apply 
your  attention  to,  when  ^^ou  Come  to  confider  the  em  A  and  th« 
hearing  of  the  €vid^nce, 

«  At 


I 
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'^  Atpfefent)  however,  I  knownothing^of  thedrcuniftance» 
of  the  thatterrbat  are  to  be  laid  before  you,  except  that  the  of- 
fcncf  charged  to  be  enquired  Into  is  high'  treafon,  and  therefore^ 
I  can  onljr  lay  down  the  law  upon  that  fubjed  fronfi  the  beft  au- 
thorities, 9S  they  are  to  be  found  in  our  book$>  accompanied 
with  a  few  obfervationS)  with  a  hope,  that  fome  of  them  may  be 
of  ufe.  if  they  (hould  be  applicable  to  the  cafe  that  (hall  appear 
J>efore  you,  they  will  be  applie'd  as  they  iUall  deferve  to  be;  and 
if  in  the  courfe  of  the  proceeding,  any  queftion  {hould  arife  in 
your  mind$pn  whicji^ou  def;re  information,  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  appl|r  to  us,  and  the  Court  will  be  ready  vtb  give  you  every 
.  affiftajite  in  its  power,  .  ' 

"  Our  inquiries,  as  appears  by  our  coramimon,  are  to  be  con- 
fined to  high  treafon,  and  mifpribpn  of  treafon.     It  was  the  iiap« 
pipefs  of  this  country,  for  a  fcries  of  years,  to  be  almoft  ftrangeia 
to  the  crime  of  treafon,  until  new  principles  and  opinions  were 
adoptcjdio  France,,  and  ^vvhiclj  have  unfortunately  mifled  the 
minds-  of-untkuilcicig  i^topie,  Mi  which,  wers^  broached  .by  the 
difcontented  in  this  couiitry,  who  have  purfiie^  fome  mean* 
which  tend  to  the  introdi^ion  of  the  fame  kind  of  anarchj^and 
confiifion  which  lately  prevailed  in  France.    Powerful  a$  ijhcfe 
opinions  have  been  in  France,  and  extenffve  as  have  been  their 
influence,  they  cannot  make  v^ay  \ii  the  ni|nds  afid  af&Aton$*  of 
the  fteady  and  the  fober  part  of  the  p^etople  of  this  country  i  be- 
ctni^/dui;  conftUtftiM  ^$w^  m^  thai  tn^pamay,  Wb  us^  lv(t 
hippy,  -if  the.]^j>|^ej$  aii4  thp  J4W  il^ews  ei^al  proteoiion,  from 
die  higheii  to  t^e  loweft,  tp  ^t  ti]^  members  of  ou^  con^mun^ty. 
In  the  prefent  ftatc  of  ,pnr  Con^itt^tion  and  -Governmient,  we 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  p^.weir  a(|i  aut^orityi,  foj  the  Ciyil 
Magiftrate  can  a£b  only  on  the  advjce  pf  others,  and  they  are. 
refponfiblc  for   their  condu£V,  and  tliey  cannot  give  any  advice 
but'  Sidh  ^s  tHe  bir  of  the.  rcajm  fahftions.     W*  h^yc  fufl'fe- 
c^rty  fbir  our  ifr^e&irni  foe:  no'  Vxw  can  he  «na^ed  wWch  wiB* 
tipt  Tflhder  eveyy  nrernfeer  of  tke  hTgiQatarcliabJetoUs  cffeft  a$. 
wril  a*  the  |>ooir?ft  ftdbjaaia  the  real  toy  and.  tl^'  law,  wbile  it. 
rfrl&airi^  vke^  js  jriTo  ihi^  fecprity  of  virtue/    Ther c  is  not,  in 
f Ms  country,  ono  n4k  ou  meafenrc  of  aaiiMi  fvr  the  (ich,  ai*«i' 
another  fer  the  poor;  both  are  oquaHy  go¥ero«»d  l^y  the  ^w  i^. 
rank,  fiirtttne,  ^i^  authority^  have,  witk  us,  no  power  to  opr; 
pr^ife  thfe  needy'j  every  crime  which  one-  man  nwy  com9&it  to*, 
wftrdi  another  is  prohibiteil,  and  the  aggrefiion  is  ptuitCbed^y  jrt^l 
Uw.     Every  grievance  which  a.man  fc«ls,  every  injury  he  fitf.* 
titids,  is  redrcfied  and  repaired  by  the  law* 
'  '*♦  ft  is  in  ihfs  ffittm  of  human  ibcidty  that  trpeand  val4iable  a^  > 
<piiliiy confift^  Siffisrence of riank aadftationis d)e certa^in clFe^. 
df-f(iCh  a  fyftem-;  men,  by  fupatribr  talents  and  fuperior  appjic*- 
tmy  ««cel  ikdr  neighbours,  -  and  vtrtue  itfelf  wouid  -  be  Jeftr 
Vpitbputone  of  its  happitjl  incentives,  if  ^.prudeatliad  Mui^. 
'■'•'*  ^  iriou$ 
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^  trious  wfijft  pu^  upon  ^  fc^^ng  with  the  difiipatedand  id}e«  |t 
miay  perhaps  feecR^ttrange  ^o  'foinei  that  a  number  of  ipen  (bauW. 
wjux  to  adopt  ai^other  form  of  goyernmeot,  but  it  was  the  obfer-* 
vatlon  of  a  very  wift  man,  that  "  he  who  goes  and  tells  th$  peo* 
pie  that  they  are.  not  governed  a^  they  ought  5p  be,  will  nj-'vef 
want  hearers."  The  reafqa  for  ic  is  a  very  pjiiinone^  the  fer 
crets  that  belong  to  a  governinent,  tb^  di$cuicies  and  ptrple^i<! 
ties  of  it.  are  giear,  and  almoft  innuofierable ;  they  are  alfO| 
many  of  them  at  leaft,  inevi cable,  and  the  people  at  large  have 
not  fufficient  judgment  to  confiJer  duly  of  thefe  ^ings,  'Arpang^ 
thefe  dj(advantages,  that  are  infeparabJe  from  every  ftate,  m^cf\ 
mifchitt  my  be  done  by -defignlng  rnen,  mych  mifcbief  (i^s  beeij 
done  by  dwelling  on  impcrfkivStions  which  are  inftp^rable  froin 
every  human  fyilem,  and  by  imputing  all  the  evils  which  baor 
pe.n  to  a  (late,  to  the  general  corruption  of  its  rulers  j  by'^vhicJi 
artifice  the  people  are  taught,  that  they  ought,  for  th;;ir  pv\'j} 
fafety^  to  take  the  govc^rnpitnt  into  their  own  hands.  They 
would  do  well  to  cpiifider  whether  any  change  of  gpvernn>?i?| 
tould  fervp  them.  They  would  do  weU  to  i  em  ember,  that  go* 
vernrqent,  even  if  monarchy  were  no  par?  of  it,  muft,  frprp  th? 
iVature  of  the  thing,  foon  tall  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  (hs 
condition  of  the.mafi  of  the  people  would  not  be  in  the  leaft  }rj>s 
proved.  Under  our  preient  fyftein, .  we  fee  daily  that  private  in« 
4<yiduals^  hj  the  dye  and  dilig^Pt  application  of  theif  talents^ 
;  acquire  larg?  fortunes,  and  obtain  the.Wgheft  ranj^s  apd  honours | 
q£  th«  truth  of  this,  the  inftances  are  numerous  iu  every  depart-s 
ipent*  Bpt  a^  no. ftate  cvef  did,  laor  ever  could  fatisfy  aJJ  dk.** 
fcription^pf  nien^  we  have  had,  iand  we  ftill  have,  thofe  who  ar§  ' 
difcont^ntcd.     One  man  thinks   his  merits  ar^^neglcSed,  ^od 

.ipputef  tl|e:  fault  to.  the  government  under  which  he  livgs,  aU 
thougfr>  in  tri|th|  1?(?  may  over- rate  his  valii.e.— Other's  hayg 
J)rpught  themfelves  to indig^pcepr  emb^rraflmpnt,  by  their  o>y4 
impiudpnce,  and  conceive  jhat  a  general  irhange  of  things  wiJJ 
jietterth^ir  Ci^nditionj  fwch  a  defcnption  of  mc;^  Joo'lc  toa/^arcb^ 

-  and  cpnfMfion  as  the<cha.rxce  of  th^ir  rejiefc  In  the  dye  admini  ■ 
Jjratipn  pf  the  law,,  and  th(e  regular  Courfe  of  government,  they 
^an  hop^  for  no  advantage.     They  arc  in  bafie  to  better  tfecif 

.  ijpndjtioni  they  therefore  wife-  ior  that  diforder;in  the  ilat«',  b/ 
which  they  hope,  byt  they  vainly  bope^  to  obtain  in  a  day,  an-i 
00  the  fudden9  xhat  afSuence  and  honour  whicla  is  properly  th^ 
reward  only  ofs^  yirtuowiS  and  lu»ng  life.  .  Such  UQen  haye  cxjiKd 
mor«  or  Jefs  nvim.eroufly,  at  ajl  tifiiesj  and  it  basbeen^hfepc4»^y 
of  the  law  of  tn^fcind.  to  pbeck  and  to  thwart  their  views.  1  q 
guard  againft  fucb'turbul;pnt  fpirit<;,  the  con^mon  law,  ^nd  alio 
^he  ft.atut««,  have  made  various  provifions^    The  ancient  defcrip-- 

.  tion  of  high- trejf  >n,  was,  by  the  law  of  the  land,  the  errors  </ 

ijae  heart  in  its  difaffedtion  tot  t^e  governn^fuit ;  and  the  fault  was 

£ix9rtiy  ijiatcd  to  be. la  the  hf^arc    $^i  -our  aikeilors  f^id,  m<^£k 

•' ;  ^  *     ■  •  wifelj?^ 
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wfcly,.  by  a  fubfequent  ftatute,  that  a  man  (hould  not  be  cort- 
vi<^ed  of  that  crime  for  intention  onlyj  and  therefore  thejr  di- 
refted,  that  there  {hould  be  evidence  of  an  overt  aft  to  maaifefl: 
that  intention,  and  that  it  fhou]d  be  charged  in  the  indidment 
which  is  to  contain  the  fpccific  ovi^rt  ads. — This  was  a  wife  and* 
bufnane  law,  for  by  it  the  accufcd  learns  whaf  it  is  he  is  to  dc-> 
fciid.  In  this  txifts  the  foundation  of  oar 'law  of  treafon,  as  it 
Jus  been  underftood  fcr  agesj  by  it  bur  anceftors  prc/erved  to 
their,  pofterity  the  \fafety  of  the  realm,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
(ab}e£ti  Under  it  every  inaa  is  fafc  who  keeps  himfelf  witBin  the 
boiin(?s  of  a  defined  law. 

*^  Oil  the  25th  of  Edward  the  Hid,  I  prefume  tt  is  enough 
fvjr  me  to  iay,  that  it  generally  provides  againft  tWo  or  three 
tilings' — compaffing   the  death  of    the  "King — adhering,  to  the 
King's  enemies— giving  them  comfort  within  the  realm><>r  with-- 
out  It*     ♦  ^  ... 

**  i  have  alfo  now  to  take  notice  of  twd  more  ftatute^  upon 
this  fubje(fii  which  either  may,  or  may  npt  be  applicable  to  the 
{abjeft  which  is  to  come  before  ypu.  The  one  was  pafled  in  th^ 
33d  year  of  the  prefcnt  reign,  entitled,  ^}  An  zd  for  the  fafety 
'  and  prefervatiqn  of  his  Majofty*s  pcrfon  and  government  againft 
treafoaable  and  feditious  pradices  and  attempts,"  by  M^hich  it  Is 
cna(fted,  "  that  if  any  perfon,  &c,  ftall,  within  the  realm  or 
without,  coijdpafs,  imagine,  invent,  devife^  or  intend  death  or 
deftrutStion,  or  any  bodily  harm  tending  to  death  or  deftruSiODj' 
Claiming,  wounding,  imprifonment,  or  reftraint  of  the  KingV 
pe^rfon,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  or  to  deprive  or  dcpofe  him  or 
th^rti  from  the  ftile,  honour,  or  kingly  name  of  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  this  realm,  or  of  any  other  of  his  Majefty's  domini- 
ons or  countries;. or  to  levy  war  againft  his  Alajefty, -hJs  heirs 
and  fucceflbris  witftin  this  realm,  in  order  by  force  or  cohftraint 
to  compel  him  or  them  to. change  his  or  their  meafures  or  coun- 
cils, or  in  order  to  put  any  force  or  conftraint  upon,  or  to  inti- 
luidate  or  overawe  both  Houfes,  or  either  Houfe  *of  Parlia- 
ment ;  or  to  move  or  ftir  any  foreigner  or  ftranger  with  force  to 
invade  this  realn,  or  any  other  hisMa.jefty*s  dominions  or  counr 
tries  under  the  obeifancp  of  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs; 
and  fuch  compaffings,'  imaginations,  iilventiom,  devifes  or  in- 
tentions^ which  they  ox  any  of  them  Oiall  exprefsj  utter,  or  de- 
clare, by  publifliing  any  printing;  or  writing,  ort)y  any  overt  a£t 
*jr  deed,  being  legally  convi6ted' thereof  upon  the  oaths  of  two 
lawful  and  credible  witneffcs,  &c.  then  every  fuch  perfon  fo  as 
aforefaid  oficnding,  (liall  be  adjudged  a  traitor^  and  (hall  be  guil- 
ty of  high  treafun." 

*<  Beiides  ajiy  immediate  attack  on-  the  King's  perfon,  there 
are. many  other  acSls  which  have  been  holden  to  be  pfoof  of  con- 
spiring  againft  the  King ;  fuch  as  fending  letters,  meeting  and' 
coafulting  about  the  means'  to  prove  to  the  people  that  they  ought 
:    '    •         ■  •  •  ■     .  ■  ta  ■ 
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tp^Uk^  the^gpvctnjfncnt  into  their  oVn  h^nid^*  Anything  thaf- 
jwceflarily  tend^  to  endanger  the  perfon  of  the  King,,  is  ^n  overt 
a£l  of  hi^h  treafon,  and  on  this  ground,  confuhing  with  fo- 
reigners on  the  means  to  procure  an  invafion  of  the  Jcingdom;^ 
•going  abroad  for  that  purpofe,  rtr  with,  that  intention;  the  mere 
Jiirijig  or  taking, a  boat  to  go  to  the  enemy  with  intent  to  prevail 
pn  them  to  invade  this  country ;  have  each  of  them  been  folenin- 
Jy  determined  to  be  ov^rt  a£h  of  high  treafon.  They  have  been 
U)  determined  by  the  greateft  Judges  that  ever  fat  in  Wcftmrn- 
fter-Hall,  and  by  fome  who  are  much  renowned  for  their  attach- 
rn(?nt  tp  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  of  whom  my  Lord  Holt  was 
hne,  and  who,  we  all  know,  bore  a  very  confideraWe  part  in 
bringing  about  the  revolution  in  this  country. 

"  Adhering  to  the  King*s  enemies,  is  to  be  defined  and  prov- 
ed by  any  afl:  which  tends  toftrengthen  the  enemies  of  the  Kling, 
oir  to  weaken  his  hands*  The  lending  money  or  intelligence 
with  intent  to  be  conveyed  to  the  enemy,  although  neither  fuch 
money  nor  fucli  intelligence  eiver  arrive  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  is  high  treifon.  The  reafonis  plain  ~  the  party,  in  fuch 
cafe,  has  done  all  be  could  :  his  evil  intentions  are  mani fefted  by 
^his  anions,  and  the  treafon  is  perfe£^,  although  the  mifchicf. ne- 
ver took  effedl.  Another  point  to  be  obfervcd  is,  that  in  trea- 
fon there  are  no  acccflaHcs ;  all  are  principals.  The  a3t  of  one 
jpertbn,  irt  purfuance  of  the  orders  of  .another,  provided  the  de- 
fignbetreafonabie,  is  fhe  a£k  of  all  who  are  concerned  in  thcf 
jntetitidn';  dll,'in  fuch  cafe,  arc  equally  guilry..  , 

'  "  IndiSments'for  high  treafoii^enerally  run  into  confidera- 
bid  length,  becaufe,  after  fbting  the  neceflary  forms  of  Jai^', 
jthey  ftate  all  the  fa<9b5  which  sffe  intended  to  be  eftahliflied,  by 
evidence  as  proof  of  the  general  intention.  Thefe  h&s  are 
trailed  in 'Iaw'"ov^rt  aflsi"  but  although  many  fuch  ads  are 
charged  in'  the  indi6lment,  and  are  not  proved,  yet  if  one  of 
1them,b^ing' material,,  be  fatisfa^lorily  proved,  that  is  fufHcient 
to  fiippbrt  the  indi^lrhent.  , 

**  «*  The  ftatutebf  theV3^d  year  of  the  prefent  reign  is  next  to 
be 'fakeh  notice  of.  It  is  "  an  a£l  for  rnore  effeftually  prevent- 
ing traitorous  corrcfporidence,  or  aid  OTaffiftance  being  given  to 
1)is  Majcfty*s  enemies  during  the  prefent  war  with  France."  By 
It  is  ebaded,  "  That,  during  the  war,  if  apy  perfon  refiding  or 
beifiTg  in  Great  Britain,  fhall,  knowingly  and  wilfully,  on  his 
own  account  or  ci^it,  or  on  the  account  or  credit,  or  by  direc- 
tion of  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  whomfoever,  t>r  wherefoever 
^efidetit,  buy,  fell,  fupply  or  deliver,  or  fend  foy  the  purpofe  of 
jbeihg  fold,  fupplied  or  delivered,  or  fhall  knowingly  or  wilfully, 
irither  6n  his  own  account, ..or, on  the  account  or  credit,  or  by 
the  dire£Uon  of  any  offier  perfdn,  Svhotnfoever  or  wherefoever 
tefident  or  being,  caufe  or  procure  it  to  be  fold,  fupplied  or  de- 
livered}  or  fent  for  the  purpofe  of  being  fold,  fupplied  or  deli- 
''  '  vcrcd: 


■J 


VtlreJ  i  bi-  atlAoilfc  Or  diftfS  any  other  pcrfon  *<>r  perlofts  '''ti^-  . 
foevcr  or  wherefoeVfeY  rcftd^nt  or  being,  to  fend,  fupply,  or  deli* 
^er>  .of  to  fend  for  the  piirpofe  oF  being  fold,  fupplied  or  deliver^ 
ed ;  or  {ball  knowingly  aild  wilfMlIy  aid  and  affift  in  fo  fellingf^  • 
rupplyittgt  or  in  autWoriting  to  feilj  ftipply>  &c.  or  to  fend  Gt 
the  purpofe  of  bein^  fold,  fupplied,  &c.  to  or  for  the  vfc  of  th^ 
j^erfyns  now  excrciling  thepoNvcf  of  government  in  France,  Ojf 
Who  i»ay  excrelfe  the  power  of  government  irt  France  durii^ 
the  prtferit  war,  or  for  ^he  \ife  of  arty  armies,  troops,  ifc*  pc^ 
feffed  by  fuCh  perfbns>  &c.  or  of  any  perfon  refiding  fn  Frahcffc 
6uring  fucb  wai'j  .&c.  or  to  any  town,  territory,  port  or  phct^ 
Annexed  tt)  Prance,  &C.  or,  kuttwfhgly  and  wItfuHy,  buy  or  prOr 
rure^  pr  aid  andafiift  in  buying  and  procuring  any  arms,  ord* 
hance>  Jtc.  or  any  article  <5f  food,  fodder  for  cattle,  ^c.  or  fhs^ 
fend  any  note  of  the  bahk  of  jCitgtind,  bill,  or  any  gold  and  ffl« 
Vercoinv  &c*  of  this  kingdom^  or  of  any  other  country  $  or  anj 
bcher  article  of  clothing  &c.  without  the  licenfeof  his  Majefty^ 
Mndckr  his  fign  manual^  or  order  in  council,  or  procUmatioiu 
fuch  perfon  fo  fending,  kc.  QxiA  be  declared  a  traitor,  ztd  IbaU 
lufFer  death  as  in  cafe  of  high  treafon/* 

**  Sucfh  is  the  fubftance  of  thefc  modern  ai^ :  Whefher  they 
he  mere  affirmants  of  the  Common  law,  or  whether  they  fta^ 
futh  afts  to  be  treafon  ^s  were  not  fuch  before  thefe  ftatutes,  i| 
l)ot  a  point  neceflary  to  be  now  di&uiTed.  The  principle  of  tb^  ., 
biHs  fs  only  following  up  that  which  has  beeo  often  held  to  h^ 
treafon  (  and  as  there  Alight  have  been  fome  doubts  eiitertdiiitfS 
byfome,  the  legiflature  a6ted  wifely  in  making  the  law  plain  a64 
tlear  to  the  meaneft  Capacity.  ' 

"  Gendemen^  1  am  not  aware  that  there  ic  any  comnjitmc!^ 
fol"  mif-prifion  of  fr^afon  to  come  before  you;  atid  there^re  | 
have  not  detained  yc»u  wuh  any  obfer^ations  upon  diat  fiibjc«.--- 
If  thefe  few  obfervaiioVis  fliall  afford  to  you  any  informatioq 
or  telfcf  in  the  difcharge  of  your  duty>  in  the  courfe  of  your 
inquiry^  the  end  and  objeft  of  them  wlil  be  fiiUy  anfwcrcd.  If 
they  do  not,  I  hope  you  will  think  I  have  not  occupied  any  inof- 
tf  nate  portion  of  your  time." 


^  I  ii  I  fL 
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<5entlemen5 


HE  prefent  h  a  moft  morocnto^ia 
^a  of  the  World — Jt  muft  confti-* 
'  tute  .a  Period  in  the  Annals  of  Time 
unequalled  in  antient  or  modern  HiC* 
tory— .almo^l  every  Spot  of  the  known 
Globe  ftands  involved  in  Scenes  of 
mntilating  Confufion,  fevering  human 
Confidence .  by  Violence  and  Fraud, 
from  the  welLtried  and  eftabliftied 
SyfteiAs  of  orderly  Government;,  and 
fubftituting  in  their  Room,  the  moft 
frantic  Vifions  of  future  Happinefs  and 
independent  Equality,  founded  upon 
the  moft  innovating  Power  of  certain 
I   ^  A  7k  coerlive 


coeifive  new-fangled  Jurisdi6Hpn^ 
whoife  Judgments,  as  far  as  known  to 
us,  appear  fubverfive  of  all  regulated 
Order,  and  whofe  Authority^  being 
conftituted  and  eftablifhed  iipon  the 
horrid  Bafis  of  Plunder  and  Murder, 
refiiilefsly  pervades  through  thoie  ill- 
fated  and  unhappy  Countries,  whq' 
have  fubmitted  or  lulgeQ;ed  themfelves 
to  the  Iron  Yoke,  with  mercilefs  and 
unceafing  Fury,  in  the  Extinftion  of 
all  Religion,   and  the  Waiie  and  utter 

Peftru6tion  of  all  Property, 

*      *         '      *      rf 

.  In  this  State  of  Things,  whilft  all' 
are  apprehenfive  of  the  evil  Confe-? 
quences  for  a  Time,  at  leaft,  that  are 
likely  to  enfue ;  yet  tjiere  raay  b^ 
Koom  t^o  hope  that  human  Nature, 
^eipg  reftored  to  Realbn,  we  may  be 
permitted  to  attend  to  the  niore  mi- 
nute Matters  in  Society.      Under.  tWs 

Hope^ 


.1  . 

Mope?.  I  V/^ifti  to  draw  youx  Attejatior^ 
to  a.  Subjeft  of  lefs  extenfive  Impo^V 
ance  .  than  that  in  which  the  civUisfed 
Worjd  is  engaged,  although  neaiiy.  as 
portentous  as  any  that  ever  attrafted' 
your  Cpnlideration  i  l?ecaufe  it  is  one 
that  calls  for  your  nioft  ferious  DeK^ 
berfition. 

The  projefted  Union  is  tlje  Subjeft  . 
I  allude  to':— ^M^y  |  <s;all  ij  a  J^hoeno-^ 
:rnenon5  unexpefted  and  of  hideous 
Aipe6t.™In  its  Nature  lb  deftruftive^. 
that  I  would  wifti^  fondly  to  believe^ 
s  ^yeii^he  prefent  Tinges,  fo  creative  o£ 
^oyel|:y  and  Reprpach,  could  not  fonx^i 
cir  .bring  forth  a  more  frightful  Monfter,' 
It  is  therefore  ferioufly  to  be  hoped,^ 
^hat  tljie  Report^  though  in  general  Cir^^ 
cylation.  is  no  other  than  the  reftlefe 
Yearnings  of  a  certain  Tribe  of  mif- 
xhievous  Speculatifts^  who  range  nietho- 


^kallj  from  Kingdom  to  Kingdom,  foz 
the  Ipecial  Purpofe  of  deflroying  Coiu 
£)deace,  aind  deranging  Society:  And 
althougli  I  believe  there  can  Ije  no 
Ground  for  fuch  circulated  Report,  yet^ 
I 'deem  it  a  Duty  to  fiibmit  my  Ideas 
of  the  Meafure  (if  it  is  in  real  Con^ 
templation)  to  your  Judgment.  Ar^ 
we  not  fufficiently  united  ?  Are  not  the 
Interefts  of  both  Kingdoms  one  and 
the  feme,  and  depending  on  mutual 
Exertion  ?— rThe  Report,  therefore,  can- 
not but  be  invented  and  promulged*, 
for  iniquitous  Purpofes  as  already  menn 
tioned;  for  it  would  b^  abfurd  to 
inaaginc,  that  a  Minifter  who  has 
Ihown  forth  fa  confpicuous  for  Ability 
and, unwearied  iPerfeverance  in  an  un, 
exampled  Struggle  for  the  .Honour  and 
Happinefs  of  the  Britifh  Empire, 
agaihft  the  deftru6live  Principles  in- 
culcated by  an  indefatigable  .and  inve^ 

teiratf 


f 


iferate  Foe,  could  for  t>Re  Moi^fit;^ 
taeditate  upon  jCo  perniclonas  a  Meafiiret^ 
preguant  as  it  mufl  be,  with,  every 
Mifchief  to  the  Realms  pf  Engkiui  syad 
Ireland  I  * 

You  will  he  Jpleafed  ta  obferve:,  that 
fuppoling  the  Proje^on  to  be  founde^;^  • 
it  is  poflible  the  Event  would  be  realljf 
produfilive  of  far  greater  Miichiefe'  t0 
the  already  almofl:  ruined  Country,  ^ 
Ireland,  than  in  any  Pofition  it  Goni4 
beGom6  to  the  nervous  Syftena  i©ng  • 
fince  eftablifhed  in  England;  becauf% 
in  the^  firft  Place,  England  having  an 
tinfivalled  Trade  and  Plantation  Con-.  ^ 
neftion,  has  it  within  her  prefent  WiB 
aad  Power,  to  reftrain  and  counter 
wftrain  the  ftrenuous  Efforts  of  any 
Rival^Nation,  not  connected  With  th* 
Meafures^of  her  Finance  or  Govern^ 
soaent.  ^As  to  ixer  Situation  and  liiftu- 
'-*  -  ence,  " 
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ence.  She  is  €o  far  fiiperior  in  Strcfngtit 
to  her  ill-fated  Neighbour  and  neareft 
Relative^  that^  although  fhe  is  bound 
down  by  etery  Tie  of  Blood  aiid  Af- 
finity that  can,  oir  6ver  did  flibfift 
Within  diftin£t  Kingdoms,  ftill  in  Con- 
itoverfioil  aiid  Avoidahce  bf  bbligatbry 
*  A6IS5  does  fhe  ihaiiifeftly  feek  through 
her  legiflative  Provifiohis,  anxioufly  to 
claim  a  predoftiiiiaiit  Cbntroul  over  thfc 
fleiider  Oj^portunities  which,  fhe  has 
afforded  With  fcanty  Hand  and  needy 
IHftributioh  to  a  grateful  And  iaffeci^ 
Honate  Sifter  i 

Why  then  fhall  any  ill-advifed  Mea^ 
Jfiare  be  now  judged  expedient  or  ne- 
ceflary  to  float  itfelf  upon  the  public 
rMind,  and  to  create  Alarm  and  Doubt 
td  the  brav6,  the  generous  and  the 
good,  who  have  proved  themielves 
jcver  ready  to  devote  their  lives  and 

Fortunes 


^  Fortunes   in    aid   and   Suflentation    of 
*    tlie  Prowels  of  a  Country  already  too 
much    enriched    through   a    Suftion  of 
'^''HVealth  from  Pole  to  Pole ! 

-  •'  Mj^  iaft  Qjieftioh   iildufces    tne  .fur- 
^ihet    to  flaite   to    your   Conlideration, 

'/  fhat  England,  ill  point  of  her  political 

:  Conftitution,    being   rendered    perfedV^ 

or  prefuming  herfelf  to  b6  fo,   would 

""    in  all  poflxbility  endure  this  innovating 
'encroachment  upon   her  fubfifting-  re- 

'  pteifentatidh,  and  JEftablilhment,  with 
Apathy  and  Difmay^  and  of  Confer 
quence  would  not  well  endure  of  fub- 
mit  to  an  Intention,  not  only  contrary 
toj  but  finally  fubverlive  of  her  legil^ 
iative  Dignity :  for  jprefently  1  ihall 
prove,  that  a  well  balanced  ponftitutio% 
fiich  as  fhe  tiow  enjoys,  unequalled  by 
any  other,  muft  f^^el  the  Shock  thajt 
would  be  occafioned  through  an  Intro^ 
B  '  du6Uou 
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du6iioh  of  new  Vilages,  whofe  palms- 
being  in  ufage  in  the  Realm  of  Ireland, 
might  prowl  about  as  Men  in  the  dark,, 
until  difcovered  by  the  Miniifter^s  Warid 
of  Surprize,  whofe  metalic  touch  re- 
ftores  the  blind  to  fight,  as  well  as  to 
other  rapturous  Feelings  f 

It  is  not  fufScient  to  aflert  Fafls,  let 
us,  from  an  extenfive  view  of  what  has 
happened,  and  is  likely  to  happen, 
feek  to  form,  a  Judgment  upon  the  fu-^ 
ture. 

Upon  a  late  lamented  Event,  namely,, 
the  temporary  Rebellion  in  Irelandy 
the  Kingdom  of  England  did  nobly 
come  forward,  in  Mind  and  A6tion,  to 
the  aid  and  relief  of  their  fufFering  bre- 
thren in  Ireland. — ^Many  of  the  Corps 
of  that  Militia,  with  peculiar  and  dig- 
nified Generofity,  Volunteered  their  Ser- 
vices 
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vices  to  quell  a  Rebellionj  the  nature 
.2ind  inducement  to  which  I  Ihall  not 
now  trelpafe  upon  you,  in  detail* — I 
am  alfo  perfiiaded  that  fuppofing  a 
lilje  direful  Event  fhould  happen  in 
Englatid,  (which  may  Almighty  God  in 
his  bountiful  Mercy  prevent,)  the  honeft 
Yeomanry  of  Ireland  would,  with  un- 
daunted Courage,  unanimoufly  folicit 
the  favor  of  Permiffion,  to  rufh  for- 
ward  to  the  difmay  and  defeat,  of  any 
foreign  or  domeftic  Enemie^  in  Great 
Britain.— .-I  am  then  upon  thofe  true 
grounds,  well  warranted  to  pronounce, 
that,  fuch  a  nationalreciprocity  in  Arms, 
and  federal  A6lion,  conflitutes  the  moft 
beneficial  Union,  in  faft  and  effeft,  be- 
tween the  lifter  Countries* 

It  riiight  be  ftrongly  urged,  as  fully 

fufficient  to  Authorize  fulpiciop,  of  the 

fuppofed  Ptoje6lion,  being  in  real  aglta- 

3  2i  tion. 
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tioiij  that  ]t  has  not  been  yet  difayowr 
ed,  by  any  Perfon  empowered  tq 
difavow  it.  Therefore  the  public 
Alarm  is  hourly  increafing  in  violent 
Prefumption;  whilft  the  feelings  of 
every  Man,  who  yet  remains  in  Poll 
feffion  of  a  fixed  Property  in  the 
Country,  are  becoming  more  convulfed 
through  apprehenfion  and  real  fear^  that 
the  preponderating  tokens  of  Vengeance, 
hanging  o'er  his  Head,  will  be  realized^ 
through  a  decifion  againfl  hirn,  as 
endlefs  in  its  duration,  as  the  Exiftence 
of  the  Divinity,  whom  he  awfully 
adores ! 

I  muft  alfo  obferve,  that  it  becomes 
incumbent  and  a  Duty  abfblutely  ne- 
c^lTary  upon  thofe  in  Power,  if 
they  are  verily  acquainted  with  liich 
Projeftion,  to  difclofe  and  make 
known  to  you,  who  are  the  moft 
interefted    Parties,   what   the    Prologue 

of 
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jof  fo  novel  a  Propolitian  entertains^^ 
What  are  the  PreliminarieSr-r-What  are 
the  confolidating  Truths — what  are 
the  wonderful  Inducements — who. are 
to  have  and  retain  the  immediate.  Be- 
nefits to  refult  from  the  iniquitous 
Barter — who  are  the  momentous  No- 
bility that  offer  to  fupport  it — ^who 
are  the  Honourable  Commoners  who 
wifh  to  exchange  adverfe  Situations 
for  temporary  Gtuietude-— what  are  to 
become  of  public  and  private  Credi- 
tors— ^how  is  the  capital  City  of  Dub- 
lin to  be  preferved  in  her  habitual 
Rights—and  finally,  how  are  the  in-* 
herent  Rights  of  a  great  Nation,  to  be 
preferved  and  handed  down  to  Pot 
terity,  undiminiflied  and  inviolate,  as 
we  received  them  from  tl\e  Hands  of 
our  Anceftors? 

Thefe  Inquiries  naturally  l^ad  us  tp 
think  it  expedient^  in  order  to  form  a 
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juft  Opinlou  upon  this  momentous  Sub* 
jeft,  that  we  ftiould  be  firft  acquainted 
with  the  exa6l  Nature  of  the  Meafijreini 
fuppofed  Qontemplationr^r^In  fhort,  with 
the  ^recife  Articles  of  Stipulation  to  be 
finally  adjuiled  betwefeii  the  two  Coun,,. 
tries,  as  the  Baiis  of  an  Union ;  and  from 
our  becoming  in  that  Mq^nner  acquainted 
with  the  Minutiae  of  the  Meaiiire,  ta 
form  our  Opinions  and  Conclufions  for 
or  againft  a  Propofition  of  that  Mag^ 
nitude,  which  mufl  confequentiaUy  in^ 
volve  the  Happinel^  or  Mifery  of  fu« 
ture  Generations  l-T-rBut,  I  do  iay,  that 
^though  our  becoming  acquainted  with 
thofe  feveral  Data,  may  feem  abfo, 
lutely  n^ceffg-ry,  yet  it  is  to  be  ap-= 
prehende4>  that  let  whatever  Stipula-^ 
tion  be  adjufted  in  feeming  Favour 
to  Ireland, "  ftill  it  would  be  eafy,  at 
any  future  Period,  for  a  perverfe  Mi^ 
nifter   to  violate    th^   Coatra£t    as  to 

tibie 
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tiie  weaket  Country,  in  order  to  ac* 
complifh  fome  wicked  Meallite,  formed 
in  Deftruftion  of  the  Liberties  or  Re- 
venues of  both,  or  either  Countries. 
Thus  all  the  mighty  Soundings  of  fu- 
ture Grandure  and  Freedom  of  Trade 
thrilling  through  our  Ears,  wotdd  va- 
nllh  in  Air;  and  therefore,  fuch,  of 
any  Stipulation,  be  it  ever  fo  allur- 
ing, mull  be  viewed  by  you  as  a 
delufive   Fiftibn. 

I  do  further  fay,  if  any  ikdk  Scheme 
Ihall  be  propofed,  that  it  may  be 
lafely  laid  doWn  as  a  FaQ:  not  to  be 
controverted,  that  the  main  objeft  vviIL 
appear  to  be,  the  abfolute  Anmhilaiion 
of  the  Irifti  Legiflature,  thereby  to  en- 
able •an  Englifh  Majority,  a6ting  un-. 
der  the  Diftum  of  any  corrupt  Mi* 
nifter,  to' overwhelm  the  Revenues  of 
this  fated  Nation,   in  an  irredeemable 

funded 
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iiinded  Debt,  notwithftanding  flhe  id 
already  finking  under  a  like  Species 
of  Incumbrance,  brought  upon  her 
within  the  ftiort  Period  of  ten  Years. 
The  Meafure  of  a  Union,  be  it  pro^ 
pofed  when  it  may,  cannot  ever  ori^ 
ginate  amongft,  .  or  come  forward 
from,  the  real  Friends  of  Ireland — It 
muft  derive  its  Strength  in  the  Coun* 
oils  of  a  Britifh  Cabinet.  As  that 
^Auu,  p&  fgrand  6bj  e6t  cannot  be  obtainod 
^thftnvift?  Ifhiin  through  an  unbounded 
Influence  oVer  Iceland,  it  miift  mani-^ 
feftly  appear  to  the  weakefl  Under^ 
ftanding,  that,  the  uUer  Extingui/hment 
of  hef  parliamentary  Jutisdi6iion^  will  be 
the  principal  Aim  and  Obje6l  of  Sti- 
pulation ;  and  in  this  Acquifition  would 
all  other  fubordinate  Confiderations  in^- 
ftantly  merge.  Here  would  end  Ire- 
land's Security,  and   with  it   her  Con- 

fequence! 

Having 
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Having  faid  thus  much  upon  a  Sub- 
jeft,  which  I  ftill  flatter  myfelf  will 
never  be  agitated,  even  by  the  moft 
hardy;  it  may  not,  b3  either  improper 
or  improvident,  (leaft  it  ftxould  make 
its  Appearance,)  to  proceed  in  our 
Examination  of  fo  important  a  QjieC 
tion ;,  and  in  order  that  we  may  come 
as  clofe  as  Prefumption  will  permit, 
let  us,  for  one  Moment,  turn  our 
•Eyes  to  a  Precedent,  likely  to  be  co- 
pied as  the  Ground-work  of  z^  fimilar 
Superftru6lure  : — ^I  mean  the  Scotch 
Union. — Upon  this  Occafion,  a  few  Re- 
preventatives  of  that  Nation,  were 
transferred  to  the  Britifh  Senate; — 
find  thus  ftie  loft  her  I^egiflature ! ! ! 

In  that  Refpeft,  the  Union  with 
Scotland  would  be  literally  followed,  and 
a  Portion  of  the  quondam  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  Ireland  (as  they  might   then 

c  be 
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jbe  called)  be  wafted  over  to  Khglahd, 
thus  at  oace  to  repofe  in  the  Hands 
of  Jlnglilhmen,  equally  ignorant  and 
regardlefs  of  Ireland's  Wants  and  Si- 
tuation, an  unlimited  Power  over  her 
landed  and  nionied  Property  rr-rThis 
therefore,  being  the  firft  great  Artir 
<cle  that  the  Propofera  of  an  Union 
would  have  in  Contemplationi^  on  it 
we  xsi2^j  reft  ^11  the  principal  Mif- 
chiefs  that  fuch  a  grievous  Circuju- 
ftance  as  the  DeftruSUon  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  would  be  replete 
with  to  both  Countrie8-r--:Who  will  tell 
me,,  that  by  the  Death  of  th^B  Farlia- 
jnent  of  Irfelandjher  Houfe  of  Lords 
and  her  Commons^Houfe,  ftie  would 
not  lofe  two  of  her  Eftates  out  of 
three?  Two  of  the  integral  Parts 
of  her  dearly  valuable,  and  wonder- 
fully nice  Conftitution  ?--.Her  Engli/k 
Con/iitutian'r—the     Work    of    AgesT--^-: 

He? 
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Hef  Legifiature^  one  Patt  of  which 
holds  the  Balance  between  the 
Crown  and  the  People,  ahd  maintains 
diftribtitive  Juftice  between  Man  and 
Man,  a^  judges  in  the  laft  Rcfort,  whilft 
the  otibet,  through  itfe  vigilant  Care, 
prote6ks  the  Purle  of  the  Nation  from 
the  Attacks  of  eveiy  Venal  Minifter. 
Deftrojr  thofe  two  Branches  of  het 
Ceniii^ution,  and  the  beatitifnl  Fabric 
is   in  Rmnsl! 

Irhi^  Circtiiii^a:ncfe,  kbove  ail  others^ 
fcrifing  from  this  hated  Meafure,  wheri 
duly  coliikiered,  iriuft  particularly  ^r- 
reft  foixt  Attention;  for  to  preferve 
this  great  Barrier  of  Society,  the  bravtf 
Yeomen  of  that  Country  did  com6 
fbrwafd  tv^ith  the  laft  drop  of  their 
Blobd,  alike  ptote6ling  every  Br^nclt 
6f  her  cbnftitution,  as  being^all  equal!/ 
valuable  and  indilpen fable-— ^<?r  King*-^' 

G  Of  H^ 
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Her  Lords — and  her  Commons — and 
mindful  of  their -own  perfonal  Danger 
laft  of  all! — Are  they  then  to  have 
this  Barrier  wrefted  from  them,  after 
having  vanquiftied  that  defperate  Party, 
who  with  LethaUintentims  to  a  match* 
lefs  Conftitutionj  dared  to  attack  this 
her  Barrier,^  for  the  Purpofe  of  over- 
whelming, in  one  common  Deftruc- 
tion — Her  King^^^Her  Lords^^^nd  her 
Commons  !""^o  Gentl^men^  it  cannot 
be;  they  have  proved  themfelves  too 
deferving  of  its   Protection. 

Much  howevefy  as  this  Defpoliatioii 
would  ruin  the  Conftitution  of  Ire-^ 
land,  it  would  add  nothing  to  the 
Prolperity  of  England ;  nor  would  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  latter  Country,  (as 
living  under  a  limilar  Conftitution  to 
that  which  Ireland  boafts  to  enjoy,) 
wifh  to   fee   a  People   fo   clofely   con- 

nefted 
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neited  with  them,  as  they  are  in 
every  Rei^fii,  deprived  of  that  Bar- 
rier of  Life  and  Property  by  which, 
themfelves  are  protected! — ^Yet  a 
UNION  could  not  be  without  this 
Infringement ! 

Now  behold  the  iad  Train  of  Con-* 
fequences,  fuch  a  melancholy  Circum- 
ftance  would  drag  along  with  it.  All 
who  have  their  underftanding,  mufl 
perceive,  at  once,  that  when  the  few. 
IReprefentatives  of  Ireland,  would  be 
tranfported  to  England,  they  would, 
either  naturally  or  artificially^  as  being 
the  Minority^  fall  into  the  Majority^ — ^ 
It  certainly  would  be  in  vain  for  them 
to  attempt  offering  any  Argument  or 
reafoning  againft  the  will^  or,  as  it. 
might  he  called,  the  fxed  Opinion 
of  Britifh  Weight! — They  could  have, 
no  Influence   againft  fuch  a  Majority^ 

sa^ 
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aa  would  at  all  Timed  he  brought 
forward,  and  would  eve*  prevail 
"^  in  Matters  of  Opinion,  as  well  as 
Intereft — A  Majority  that  would  ever 
be  for  leamng  hard  upon  degraded  Ire^ 
land  I  for  it  is  clear,  that  if  any  thing 
could  induce  thofe  in  Power  at  the 
inglifh  fide  of  the  Water,  to  Wifh  for 
the  irrevocable  Mealiire  of  a  UNION, 
of  Legiflatares,  between  the  two  Couna 
tries,  it  could  only  be  with  the  Profpe6k 
Kyf  unjuftly  bbtaining-  Supplies,  by 
draining  Irelahd-,  without  having  to 
cali  upon  England.— Would  it  not  be 
in  the  Power  of  a  baneful  Majority^ 
headed  by  a  fchetning  Minifter,  at  any 
*rime  to  deniand  z.  fiibfidy  froiti  Ire- 
land, at  the  poiiit  of  the  Biayohet; 
When  neither  the  fcheme  would  be 
approved  of,  nor  Siippliies  to  be  obtain- 
ed from  England?— -It  would  be  im- 
J^ofiible   upon    fuch    an    Occafion,    for 

the 
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the  few  Reprcfentatiyes  of  Ir«^a]^ 
(even  though  they  wetfi  difppie4  t9 
ji6t  as  one  Man^  in  Support  of  the 
Rights  of  their  Country,)  to  refill  a 
1  orrent  that  would  carry  every  thiiif 
before  it;  notwithftanding  a  patt^  of* 
fuch  Majority  might  even  be  compofed 
of  Men  who  Ihould  be  fo  ftiott  iiighted, 
not  to.  fee  it  would  be  agaitift  the 
future  Iptereft  of  England^  to  mondpow 
lize  the  poor  earnings  of  Iriftx  Ihdnftry, 
for  the  temporary  Objift  of  fjtving  the 
3ritifih  Purfe.rrTNoir  will  it  adnutof  a 
•Qgefiioji;  that  the  fole  view  df  the 
propofers  of  fncha^ ^mmcializing  fyftem, 
would  be  to  fitcilitate  a  road  t<J  Iriih 
Spoil,  and  thua  to  acquire  a  mojnentaiy 
Confeqinence,  by  fqueeiing  the  Vitals 
of  that  Coruntry.T— And  hercs  we  may 
add,  that  let  what  would  be  the  Objeft 
jpf  fuch  a  Jlrippmg  JPcAvety  aiiii  though  it 
^opldl^e  inc9f4ifte»fe>?*itl^  ij&Uftd  Policy, 

"^7 
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by  crufhing^  Inland  in  this  Manner, 
^ven  the  Britifh  Empire  would  feverely 

feel  the  Shock To  tax  Ireland  would 

become  the  OrSer  of  the  Day — that  abo- 
minable Soil — that  Country  which  the 
Engliih  have  always  been  taught  to 
look  at  with  diftafte,  would  not  then 
be  ipared ;  nor  is  the  Idea  an  unnatural 
one,  that  Mankind  being  ever  prone 
to  fhift  the  Burden  off  their  own,  upon 
their  Neighbours  Shoulders,  Ireland 
though  the  weaker,  would  be  made  the 
paci-mide  on  every  Occalion — Thus  Ire- 
land becoming  deprived  of  her  power 
of  Controulover  her  Finances,  nothing 
would  remain  to  her  of  an  admired 
Conftitution,  fave  the  Executive  Branch ; 
in  as  much  as  the  other  Scale,  together 
with  the  Hand  that  poifes  the  Balance, 
being  cut  off,  her  envied  and  Glorious 
Bulwark  of  civil  Society  would  crumbly 
^way,  and  vanilh  for  ever ! 

.       Thvia 


TKus  Gefitlertien,'  wotlld  the'  Go: 
Vernment  of  both  KingiMii  become 
completely  abfoittte,  if  it  wa6  «ot  to 
be  dependent  on  the  LibiraUty  of  the 
People;  for  we  Bfiay  fa/  Witii  De 
Lolm€*  It  is  ftiU:  from  the  Com- 
ftions  of*  Eri^arid  ptolfefflng  this  pvwer- 
fid  Wei^pon,  that  the  Monarchy  is  li- 
fnitted;  bfiit  if  the  Government  had 
this  unciirbed  Ptfwef  of  obtaining  Sub- 
fidies  from  Ireland,  either  by  direfil 
ot  indireft  Force,  tire  boafted  Check 
would  be  for  ever  loft  to  both  Na- 
tions, for  Government  would  not  have 
to  ckll  upon  the  Ltbetality  of  the 
People  of  England  :---This  would  be 
the  Lofi  of  a  PoWer  which  the  fame 
Author  importantly  deTcribes,  where 
he  thus  exprefles  himfelf---**  The  Right 
**  to    grant    Subfidies  to    the    Crow% 

{*  Ch.  6.  p.  74.  ii') 

»  ^^'pofleOed 
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'^  poffeffed  by  the  People  of  Eng-. 
"  land,  is  the  Safe-^uard  of  all  their 
"Liberties,  religious  and  civil:  It  i& 
"  a  regular  Means  conferred  on  them. 
"  by  the    Conftitution,   of  influencing 

"  the  Motion  of  the  Executive  Power^ 
"  and  it  forms  the  Tie  by  which  the 
"  latter  is  bound  to  them/*  * — ^But  a: 
UNION,  by  enabling  the  Minjfter  to 
form  any  Majority  he  pleafed,  or  by 
enabling  him  to  exaft  Subfidies  from 
Ireland,  would  enable  the  Crown  to 
render  itfelf  independent  on  the  Eng* 
lifh  Commons,  in  regard  to  its  Sup- 
plies, by  forming  in  this  Way  a  Di- 
Vifioii,  which  would  be  the  likelieft 
Mode  in  the  World  of  ftripping  the 
Englifh  of  this  valuable  Gem  of  their 
Independence,  or  Appendage  of  their 
Confequence,  and  is  held  forth  by 
De    Lolme     in  the    following   Words: 

(*  Ch.   20.  p.  513.) 

^  „  '  (In 
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(in  ipeaking  of  the  Danger  of  the 
People  of  England  lofing  this  Privi- 
lege by  a  Divifion  of  this  Right,) 
<*  Another  Divifian  of  the  Right  of 
^  the  People,  much  more  likely  to 
1'  take  place  than  thofe  juil  mentioned, 
^*  might  be  fuch  as  might  arife  from 
^'  Acqiiifitions  of  foreign  Dominions, 
^'  the  Inhabitants  jof  which  fhould,  in 
.^^  Time,  claim  and  obtain  a  Right  to 
^^  treat  directly  with  the  Crown,  and 
^^  grant  Supplies  tor  it  without  the  In-. 
^'  terference  of  tjie  JBritifh  J^gifla- 
^'  ture/^* 

I  have  already  ftated  that  the  nomu 
nated  Reprefentatk^e^  of  Ireland  would 
be  unable  to  ftem  the  Torrent  of 
Britifti  Membe^e^  although  they  might  £i:^^ 
be  inclined  to  do  fo  as  one  Man: — I 
ih^U  go    fartlier,    and   fay,   that  it  is 

(*  Ch.  no.  p.  5w.) 

D  %  moft 
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piofl:  cerjtain  jthajt  fhpfe  very  Mejj, 
from  the  novel  Situatioli  Jthey  would 
find  Jthemfelves  pljanged  in,  wojdd  be* 
come  ready  and  jvUling  tp  betray 
and  negle£t  the  >Truft  tf^pofed  in 
J:heni  by  their  Conftituents;  their  ne'- 
ceffariiy  long  Ahfence  from  Ireland, 
would  lead  iht  Way  to  their  form* 
ing  new  Alliances  and  new  Intetefts; 
this,  while  it  would  render  their  new 
Refidence  attracting,  would  tend  to 
efface  from  their  Memories  an^  Efti-f 
matipn,  the  true  Interefts  of  that 
Country  they  might  fuppofitioufly  b^ 
prefumed  to  reprefent  ! — Thus  would 
they  foon  come  to  be  unmindful  of 
the  Charge  repofed  in  their  Hands^ 
notwithftanding  that  a  yigilant  Difi 
charge  of  their  Duty  in  that  Behalf, 
could  be  the  only  Return  in  their 
Power  to  make  to'  their  Country  for 
confiding  fo  important  a  Trufl  to 
their  Care : — But  *  as  they  would  hav^ 
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their  Seats  fecured  for  Life^  wfudi  would 
completely  anfW/er  every  Purpofe  for 
Aenij-^-rlxideed,  as  l^ey  could  have  no 
real  Influence  in  the  Britifli  Houfe,  it 
would  be  ridiculous  for  their  Gonfti- 
tuents  to  trouble  themfelves  concern- 
ing them^  for  whatever  Laws,  urged 
by  Whim  or  Interefi^  Britifti  Legiflation 
chofe  to  frame,  could  not  be  de- 
murred to.  Hence  even  the  Senti-, 
ments  of  the  moft  loyal  could  have 
no  Weight,  either  through  the  Repre- 
fentative  or  with  him,  for  the  Power 
of  Ele6tion  as  well  as  all  Check  ovei? 
the  ruminated  Member^  being  pulled 
from  the  Hands  of  the  Conftituent, 
but  which  has  often-times  proved  to 
be  beneficial,  would  be  no  more,  and 
with  it  would  go  tht  Wealth  and  Hap-^ 
pinefs  of  the  loyal  People  of  Ireland— ^-^ 
nor  could  that  Applaufe  which  has 
^ver    followed  a  faithful  Difcharge  of 
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Duty,  as  it  then  would  be  either  Utt- 
heard  or  unnoticed,  be  any  longer  a 
Mode  of  rewarding  Menlbei*s  for  good 
(^ondu6l,  as    a    powerful  Incentive   to 

induce  the  Reprefentatives  to  adhere 
to  the  Interefts  of  the  Kingdom,  in 
Preference  to  Self-aggrandizement,*^ 
Thus,  it  is  evident,  there  would  be 
no  Room  to  hope,  while  there  would 
be  much  Reafon  to  fear,  that  the  Re- 
prefentative  would  readily  come  to 
pverlool^  and  be  regardleis  of.  his 
Country's  Welfare;  nor  is  this  all,  for 
it  would  naturally  make  the  Way 
eafy  to  ftill  worfe  Conduft — to  flu* 
died  A6ls,  diametrically  oppofite  to 
their  Country's  Good — and  thus  would 
they  readily  fall  into  the  crafty  De* 
iigns  of  a  prodigal  or  profligate  Mi* 
nifter,  (for  however  I  may  admire 
the  EnglKh  Conftitution,  I  cannot  pre, 
fume    thai;    it    is    to  make    all  Men 

equally 
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equally  juft  and  wife,)  that  might 
unfortunately  come  to  be  at  the  Head 
of  Affairs. — They  would,  in  fliort,  be- 
come Inftruments  within  the  Reach 
of  liich  a  Man,  to  aflift  in  any  dirty 
Work  to .  be  ferved  up  as  a  Jlanding 
Dijh  on  all  Occafions,  to  the  very 
great  Difcomfiture  and  Annoyance  of 
the  honeft  Englifh  Members,  contrary 
to  the  Spirit  of  the  Conftitut^pn  of  • 
England,  and  the  juft  Diftribution  of 
all  its  Parts,  and  thus  no  lefe  inju- 
rious to  the  Privileges  of  Englilhmen^ 
than   thofe  of  Ireland^ 

But  to  take  one  more  View  of  Scot- 
land, and  her  UNION,  of  which  much 
has  been  attempted  to  be  laid,  by 
Way,  I  fuppofe,  of  anologiftical  Ar* 
gument,  although  Ihe  was  differently 
fituated  both  in  Point  of  Territory 
and  other    adventitious  Circuniftances, 

let 
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let  us  however  dweH  ^i^  ft  Uttltr  oii 
that  fanciod  Mode}.  :     . 

When  we  coiilider  what  was  the  real, 
ftate  of  thiit  Country,  at,  and  long 
be£3re  her  UNION  with  England,^  we 
muft  fay  there  can  be  no  Companion, 
nor  ftiould.  fhe  be  brought  as  a  prece- 
dent now— She  could  not  have  been 
.deemed  an  independant  Country  as 
Ireland,  and  indeed  nature  feemed  to 
intend  ftie  Ihould  not.— Yet  as  to  her 
Situation  at  this  moment,  what  muft 
be  faid?-*-Why,  that  of  two  Evils> 
though  fhe  may  have '  chbfen  the  leaft, 
territorially  fituated  as  Ihe  is.  She  has 
no  weight,  nor  could  fhe  carry  any  ond 
point  in  the  Legiflative  Ailembly  of 
England,  even  though  her  Salvation 
was  at  Stake ! — We  mufl  therefore  ad* 
mit,  that  nothing  can  compenfate  for 
the  Degradation    fhe  has    fufFered  by 

hei; 
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her  TUfaion  with,  and  Surrender  of  all 
her  legillative  R^ights  to  that  Country, 
fave  the  BiaCe'  and  Q^et  ihe  has  fo 
Jeariy  purchafed! 

Circumftanced  as   Scotland  was  ter.. 
ritoriall/,  with   a  powerful  Neighbour, 
whofe    Armies    having    only    to    ft^p 
acrofs  the  Tweed,  that   Country  could 
never     deem   herfelf   fecure  from  At- 
tack,   had    fhe  not     come    under   due 
iSubordination    by    a  Union,    and  with 
it,    a    Relinquilhnxent   of   all  her    im- 
portant   Rights;    lince    which    Period, 
although  Edinburgh   has  extended    its 
I^^mits    beyond    the  Pale /of  a  confined 
Hilly    upon  whofe    Summit  flood    her 
ftrong  Fort  and  Watch-Tower,  around 
whith  her  crowded  Inhabitants  thought 
themfelves  fafer  than  in  the  furI:ound-^ 
ing    Plane. — Yet    nothing  can,    to  my 
Underftanding^    vindicate    thofe    (now 
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jSjiEheBlie^  ikvH  .^  puttijq§  a.  fttop  fi|» 
t|ie;peK|iettHU  AlMuslfa  Ihiu^  weiie  t^^be 
^dly:  dreaded  from  her  iSM^^nitK^igh* 
bii^iB9,  thereliy  fecuiing  at  leafi,,  the 
jfeace  and  iafety  of  her  Feople.~oTbe 
^lidva^agcfT'^to*  be  derived  from  peace 
^n4  qpiet)  wefe:  bo  doubt  deemed^ 
(wil^ut  Joying  ceicourie  to  br^be^»)  fi^ 
prefixsUe  lo  that  State  of  predatorf 
.Warfare,  ^t  to  this  J^iay,  ^^^a^ 
might  teiv#:  b^eti-  ffitgeft  t<),  bad  1b<^ 
&^  'Inc9(rp(^%tipn  jtaken  piacc. 

THs  UNION  tberefbrc  had  a  happ^ 
Efieft,  in  c$ttciUatmg  the  two  jarrui|^ 
Kingdoms,  and  although  the  one  loft 
her  Legiflature,  yet  from  the  Territorial 
Contiguity  of  Jo^,  there  is  no  great 
Danger  of  the  Parliament  of  Ingkml 
dealing  un^ly/ ^th  Scotland,  ifor  the 
FalTajge  of  the  Tweed,  is  as  free  to 
'  the 
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liie^lmv  KotfheHB,  aa  to  tlie  Southerns 
BrHonsv>^To  keep,  Ireland  down  < wot4d 
lK>w«ver  always  be  disenied  t^&ce^lary, 
to  jsmIm  her  yield  to  the  lreq«ieiit  Bw^ 
.dens  with  Which  ibe  would  be -Iciaded^ 
not  being  fb  eaiy  of  accei^  -as  Seo^nd^ 
nor  would  there  be  any  tMng  to  fe«r 
irom  her  croiling  the  Irifb  Channel. 
Femdt  me  now  to  eb:ferve,  that  I  have 
merely  sllnded  to  the '/Sifdif^  Ui^  tp 
ihew  that  Vr  XegiilatUM>>  wai  upoii 
tiiat  Oeca&>nj  merged  in  thef Cortex  «f 
Englifli  ¥&ntTi  -  and  "not  to^  draw  -any 
inference  therefrom,  as,  with  Submifl 
fion,  I  concitive  the  iaii(ie  to  be  irrele- 
vant to  the  pre&nt  Q^e^ioin..^but  to 
Tetum^to  Ireland. 


IMand  is  a  Kingdom  of  no  trifHng 

extent,  and  priortothe  late  Rebellion, 

was  advancing  with  r^pid  Strides  to 

Wards   Improvement;    notv«4th£tanding 

«  3  the 


'*  t 


36 


the  many  Checks  flae  had  from  time  to 
cime  received,  from  the  Jealouiy  of  her 
Sifter  Kingdom,  both  in '  Maniifaftuie 
and  Commerce  J  and  thus  whife  fhe  has 
been  of  immenfe  Service  to  the  latter, 
:  by  the  unlimited  Iniportation,  and 
Confumption  of  heii  various  Produc- . 
tions,  without  having  ever  experienced 
any  thing  like  Reciprocity, — .What 
therefore,  muft  fhe  not  expeft  to  be 
faddled  with,*  were  ftie  at  the  fole  Mercy 
ofher  Elder  Sifter?  ^- 

•  Ireland  divided  as  ftie  is  from.Eng-. 
land,  can  be  febjeft  to  no  inraads  ivoxa 
her  Eaftern .  i^eighbours — ^They- have 
by  friendly  Viftts,  troubled  her^  very 
little  indeed — and  confequently  know 
nothing  either  of  her  State,  or  of  her 
Wants,^— Happy  is  it  for  her,  and  I 
'-  truft  for  your  S^ke,  and  of  the  Britifh 
Empire,  that  ftxe  has  her  own  diftin6l 

Parliament, 
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Parliament,  and  a :  Pa1:^arnent  tao^  ttat 
haa  firbm  tiine  to  tiihe^i  framed  fc^  her 
moft  wiiolcfome- lwaw&i»j.wlh^  fliofctw**flife 
cannot  find  it  expedient  or  necefiary 
to  furVenSer  that  Bulwark,  of  ever/ 
tlurig  timt;  is  great  of  good,  for"  to 
jpufchafe  feciiritjf  from  hoftile  In^ 
roads!. 

:  When  Rehellion  did  raife  its  Hydrk 
Head,  againft  the  heft  of  Monarchs, 
and    an   envied    Conftitution,    (envied 

hecaufe   the   nefarious  find  it  a  ftiield 

•  - 

againft  cohflinfted  T)evaftation  arid 
Murder,)  her  gallant  Sons,  the  Proprie- 
tors of  her  Soil  and  Wealth,  with  de* 
termirie^d  Loyalty,  arid  undaunted  Cou- 
rage,  came  forward  and  crufhed  it 

They  proffered  their  Blood,  and  their 
Treafure™fbr  what?    For  the  Protec- 
tion pf  their  Kipg,  their  Country,  and-* 
tiieirLaws.---.And  are  they  now,  as  a 

Reward 
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Vitvmd  iw  t^W  to^ti^,  and  tlM^ 

Tiws^  did  Jvel^  ^Nn  her  ^  A£livitx, 

Witj^oitt;  l»}nq^  rec^ri^.  to  fi)reign  Ai^ 
was  fiiffident  to  curb  the  numyj^aded 
Tiaitor.— Kor  had  ihe  been  backward 
D^idikr  iitm  M[sHr  «gC  Eaj^^sient  in  vt»t. 
mg, 3asid"wfdui«t  he  D^iS)  JftiuhGinb!^ 
n^ -pccnaituiX.  Ai^  dnAn^'  tiBs.run^ik 
.f^eltd;ia^ji£  Afgee^Si^  .oathfr^ajt 
^■;,'ar^tttic  F<}6f  for  the  .piirpftict  ti 

Jj^er  this,  J>igrpir*qn9  9^n  ?«*  !9n<« 
SEkOi^tiQ  turn  yffiiir  AttentJAP  19'  the  msp» 
^i^  )ft:ftgfftif>n,  4^nd  aik  whether  th? 
4jDpi|lj^^2i^  9f  thf  Iriftf  Parliamen4^.a^ 
;d^4»id7.  defCTibe/ii*  w<»^  i»fit,  be  s^ 
jGxffid^^pEopf  of  the  /^/sbuf  tendency 
pf  a.  WION  between  the  two  Coun^ 

tries. 


fyv  with  whatever :  -^ve  ^  eqSioiqa^fiig^ 
the  Propofition  may  be  blajEOiied^  fti^       . 

gain  tSucS  intght  be  iAaadi^'  as  to  ii  ngfH 
«f  Reprdentatiott, 'be  tbdldtere^  as  a 


-  Benmt  JM)  0eiitlem<a»  ~t»  Vgac  fl^ 
ilidury:aiHi.%;  ifwoaU  br^ibMtcr  $^ 
||t^f^Fniffy  ,yym^fKf<<i»T^^l^  fitoli.AacraDdiiBK 
6f^  lier  ;^^3kges^  Jtqe  {itetsnditot  ]iDt4a|^ 
of  RiflpdGnitatianiWhaliever^  aiyji^tliftl 
CzStr  no  f»Mt  fii9^3aliQB».cfMl4.lai9«9 
honefL  VLssk  to-  venture  their  Capjmlffj 
Itt  ^UiibertidBHandiertali!hig& ;  aindP  'ffiofe 
«f^;  siigM  otherwUe^  het  thft  ^mtflMi 
^[^fefeiaa^r,  wi^  thear  &Uow«n^ 
%n>ald  fist)r  at  home,  and  \Kf  Ibetr  Mbne/ 
fmd  thetr'Prefence,  encolmigid  the  CiiiK 
tiviition  of  her  ILandi|  -&(ty  under  tiss 

^ciotts 


^ecious  Appeairance  of  Reprefentatioii,  ? ^- • 

Ihe  would  have   none   in  fkft.     If  the 

:  ^    ^jr.  .        .  .  - '  '    •         ■     rr 

Kingdom  could  be  viewed,  oji  that 
Occaiion,  even  as  Scptlarid,  or  be  as 
certain  of  Security  as  Ynylci^ire^  ih^n 
we  might  consider  the  paucity:  of  Re- 
prefentatives,  a  Matter  of  ^no  gteat 
moment;  but  as  a  IJNIOIff  can  be 
delired  for  no  other  Purpofe,  than  to 
put  ^e  JMinifter' above  ihi  'Liberality 
even  of  the  Englifi  Commons;  3, '^ron^ 
Party  in  that  Houfe,  iiidependant  of 
the  Iriih  Members,  inclined  to  ftiield 
Ireland,  would  be  the  only  means  of 
Security. — This  however',  is  not  to  be 
expefted,  for  as  it  is  to  obtain  3.  Party 
independant  of  the  Englifh  Members, 
that,  the  Acquilition  of  Irifh  Force  is 
fought  for,  fo  .they  would  with  fbme 
others  become  the  very  Perforis  para-»K 
mount  to  the  ,faithful  Commons  of 
England,  as  alluded  to  in  tKe  JfoUowxng 

Words 
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Wpr4§  bf  DC;  L»lin^--^^^  If  ^  any.  otKeif 
^.';,  Pe?::fon^  bfficjp  ^^  .keprefeatative.s  of* 
*'  the .  I^eople^  had  a  right,  to*  m^ke  an^ 
Y  offer  df  the  Produce  of  thg  Labour  ot 
^^^.jthe  .Pfioplei  the  Executivfi  Ponyer 
".  WQuld  ifoouhgive  forgot  that  it  only^ 
^^  ppifts  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Pub- 

^.lio,'^^.-;'^        \\\       ...  /.^        ^.../      ,. 

While  tiiuji  it  is  manifeftV  tliat  botfc 
Countries  miift  be  led  to  the  brink  or 
Kviny  .  by  fuch  a  JDebafement  of  /w- 
/rVj  lights ^  it  cannot  but-  appear  alio 
tljat  both  would  fuffer^eis^tremely  hy  the 
private  Rights  of  the  People  of  Irelancf, 
now  fully  protefted  by  her  Houfe  of 
lyffrds,  as  Jv4ges  in  the  l({/i  r^ort^  ^<:om^ 
ing  ta  ^be.  fiuall]^  decided  upon  by  the 
JE;j}glifk  Houfe  of  Peers,  whither,  he^ 
appellant.  JurifdiiStipn^  along  with'  a 
few  .of  the  Members  of  her  Supremaf 

.    r       ,  -^     ♦fChag.  S,  p<  85.  •  u      ' 

p  Judicature^ 
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Judicature,  would  he  moved  to. — t 
paTticularly  allude  to  the  Right  of 
J^rbpefty. 

Thii  liicbfavenience  Would  give  a  fe-  ( 
vfete  blow,  indeed,  to  her  Hbpes  oF 
forlHer  Imprdvemeht,-*-iro  Man  eould 
be  fure  of  a  fair  Inveftigation  of  his 
juft  Claims.  Hence  I  may  alk  .would 
not  this  miteriall/  check  her  Progrels 
in  Gommerce  and  Manufactures,  if  not, 
tota^y  de^roy  all  Attempt  that  \Vay  ?-.i 
Would  n6^  this  be  a  neceflatjf  Gohft- 
^uence  firom  the  belief  that  j^irivate 
iProperty  was  no  longel*  fecure  ?> 

fa  this  wajr one  of  thepriticrpal/rft/^ji* 
Rights  of  individuals  being  Frcpeftyy 
would  come  to  be  in  ^  very  precarious 
State  truly^  indiependant  of  the  Attacks  on 
it  in  the  way  of  Taxatron.  If  Eng- 
land   has    flourished    froin    the    very 

Reverfe, 
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oReverfej  ea(d|  Individual  beii^  Skur 
fible  of  his  «:X(J?ufiv«  Right  tp  enx- 
joy  ^Ijp  various  Fnjits  of  hi^  Induftry-, 
whjr  (hovdfi  Irelaud  profper  vrithoiit 
this  Security?  ^jtpd  J^c^iumt  re^m  g^-r 

^S'^'^J  ^  ???§  ^"f^P^  of  ^i^^i  ^  ."? 
order  that  any  fHould  aanpreA  ypu, 
iGfutleiiaeg,  with  the  IfJef  th^t  ^  great 
Mifi^f  wou^  mt  follpw  fupji  a» 
lun^^v^iou  in  the.    Upper    Ifoftfe,   thf 

^et  thei?i  in  denying  my  Ppl||ic^  pFpvp 
tjifiif  prpmifes.      But  I  fay,   hy  thi^ 
wpu^  h*  loft  the  Check,    vdiidx,  thf 
Jl^5^^uai  spMiT  l^a^  4  Powf  r  of  bring- 
ing againft    thf   cpirupt  Deci^oas    of 
>finy  future    Ju(jges, .  wh^    xsuy  ?P«»« 
*p  prefide  in  purinfewyCoj^rtft;  fi»r 
while  liie  JRemedy  wo^d  cojjip  to  ap- 
jieaf  upcerMin,   the   ^Search    sfter   it 
would  be   worfe    than  the    Difeaijb.f-. 
The  Lmty  of  Judges,  when  convinced 
Fa  that 
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iiizt  there  was  no  efFeftual  Mode  of 
|ioing  away  their  light  Decifions^  might 
yery  likely  become  frequent;  for,  al^ 
,though  Man,  when  properly  curbed, 
becomes  a  very  rational,  honeft  and 
hkrmlels  Animal,  yet  if  not  chained 
down  to  fome  Rule  6i  right  Reafon', 
jnay  be  expefted  to  become  quite  the 
reverfe :  and  though  the  Judges  of 
the  Land  are,  tinder  the  prefent  Con- 
ftitution,  a  very  ypright  Body  of 
Men,  and  deliberate  in  Dfecifion;  yet 
it  is  to  be  feared,  that  when  the  Rcr? 
ftraint  was  removed,  a  Departure 
from  fuch  neceflary  and  Praift-worthy 
{Conduft  might  in  Time  creep  forp 
>vard  into  tJfage,  to  the  irreparable 
Injury  of  thofe  feeking  an  impartisil 
Diftribution  of  Juftice;  nor  has  this 
Dereliftioh  of  Juflice  been  unfrequen* 
in  the  t World. 

.         I)^  Lolm^, 
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I)e  Ldmej  in  ipeaking  of  the  Judges 
of  antient  Rome,'  adds  thus — ^f  Nor 
^^  were  the  Roman  ^  Magiftrates  fatis- 
^^  fied  with  committing  A6b  of  In* 
^^  juftice  in  their  ^blitical  Capacity, 
^^^  arid  for  the  -  Support  of  that  Body. 
"  of  which  they  made  a  Part:  Ava* 
t^  rice    and    private    Rapine  -were  at 

^^  laft  added  to  political  Ambition/^* 
-/-...•::  .-'.  "  i ..  .  ;•%'/"'.  \  >  '  \ 
'^;:Pi\  J  a  sEe^riv^tiori,  of  the  Irilh 
Judjges.  Right  to  fit  in,  .Parliament, 
thfere may:  be;  Roxim  to  pref^me5  that 
the!^... Xofs.  of  ,the  ..political  Influ-" 
enc^;  which  they  now  bear,  mull  be 
jcoTOpe»&ted  for,  in  fbme  other  Re- 
ipe6t.t— It  has  been  deemed,  that  the 
Jncre^fei:  of,  their  Sala^ries,  and  the  Te- 
nure und^r  ^  their  Patents  being  en^ 
large^  to  a  Tern>  for  Life,  have  conr 

•Chap.   i6.  p.  3S9, 

ftituted 
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^ki»ib«d^  ^^leftt  ^eaniy  fiOf  <t||eiF 
ftri^y  -SJite^diing  to  »  4pe  ^dmjnisT 
tn^l^n  f^jf  Jpftioej  but  its  tlje  f^fffU 
ikm  ^ou34  bip  ^  f^i^  Jg^^nft  the 
w«^.;BolEblf  C^fe  thftt.mjjght  oe* 
^Vl",    every  -Q^re  ij»a\4d  )>f  •:t^?»  .  *» 

|Iouie  /pf  ^e^jTS  hay^  -reqp^re4.  .it« 
App^Ufint  Jurisdi^ftn,  wiinjliieiicp4  l^ 
any  otiier  Body,  whilft  it  is  deeply 
l^tereft«d  in  the  FiK>^iy  J^  of  4he 
Xifigdosi)  and  beiiig'  tht  J^enut  ^mui 
4>f  Judioatiiifej  {Irovides  lids  Rensodjr:; 
^ut  «?  fa»^,  if.  a  §»k  c^the  li^mbstS 
bf  that  Howfe  becAwie.tHfti*e*ged  wl&^ 
in  the  C»nt)?eul  of  a  nioia^  iMim^wew 
'Body  not  Ifo  muA"  iiitet-eAeil  in  the 
-Property  ©f  Irelans^^  aiad  tiiert^ffOtti  li--^ 
able  to  baled  fitftray  in  tiieir  Beet- 
^ns — vAiSXt  the^  woftld  be  the  Re-, 
medy? 

Her* 


4t 

Here  1  Wbtild  fubjom  one  Remjir^*— 
Th«,  although  the  Kxkmple  6f  Seofe- 
land  has  tbebh  fb  iniich  i^lkcl  eh,  it 
csmnoi,  in  this  Place,  ht  j^a^med 
upon  )r6n;ii.-Fbr  the  Lii\ts  of  SgotlaitS 
dilTer  fb  mueh  frd^  i%oj(^  ^f  £&|li^, 
that  iht  j\sage6  oif  Axi^  litlet,  ihtich 
tefs  the  Peersj  tan  pretend  td  n6  Gon- 
tironl  ovfer  the  fttt^  o#  the  formex  i 
and,  therefore,  ^e  iPeef  i  irf*  fccaMfend 
llecbtAe  the  r«^  J^g^  ^  ^i^!''^* 
Btit  ti^  fatne  Dbfer^tioii  ca)i&4it  hold 
OS  to  Ireland,  fBr  ^e  E^l^  ^eeis 
wt>uld,  ftoih  the  Bimae^ity  Df  Eig- 
fiftl  ahd  IrHh  ha.vis,  be  always  de«tbed 
edihpetent  Jtrdges  to  decide  ^  Q$e€. 
tibns  totiching  privaie  Property  ift  fre- 
la-nd,  and  therefore  the  Peers  fr6iiili«* 
land  ijecome,  at  lestft,  Indireft  Gown* 
tenabccrs  of  Ityujlm. 


In 
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.  In  this  Manner  the  Affurances  of  the 
B-ealm  would  become  ufelels,  and  the 
Effefts  form  a  Parallel  to  the  Tres- 
paffes  Hefcribed  by  De  Lolme  as  touch- 
ing Roman  Judges  at  a  certain  Pe- 
riod, in  the  following  Words: — "  The 
^'  Laws  and  public  Judgments  not  only 
**  thus  failed  of  thcf  End  for  which 
^  they  had  been,  eftabliflhed:.  They 
"  even  became^  at  length,  new  Means. 
^}  of  Oppreflion  added  to  thofe  which 
*^  already  exifted^  Citizens  •  pp^elfed 
^  of  Wealth, :Perfons^obno;siaus .to  par- 
^^  ticular  Bodies,  or  tjie  few  M^^^"^ 
*^  trates  who  attempted  to  ftem  jthe 
?  Torrent  of  the  general-  Corruption, 
",  were  accufed  and  condemned;"  * — 
In.  thia  Way  the  Properties  of  Indi- 
viduals might  come  to,l?e  at  the 
JMercy  ;of  Avarice  <xv .Caprice^  and  well>- 


*Chap.  1 6.   p.  3S3« 
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framed    Laws     he     tendered    of     no 
avail.^ — Here,    I    am  convinced,     yon 
will  exclaim  after   the  Manner  of  tlie- 
ancient  EngUfti  Barons — "  Nolumu:^  Ic- 
^^  ges  Hihrnia  mutari/" 

As  the  upper  Houfe  of  Parliament  in 
that    Country    now    ftands,    we    may 
ftill  dwell  on  De  Lolme,  and  »fay  with 
him—"  In   the   Exercife   of  their   ju- 
"  dicial  Authority,  with  regard  to   ci- 
"  vil  Matters,   the   Lords  have  mani-': 
"  fefted  a    Spirit  of  Equity,   no   wife. 
^'  inferior    to    that   which    they    have 
^^  fhewn  in  their  legiflative    Capacity. 
"  They    have    in    Difcharge    of   that 
^^  Rin£don  (w^hich   of  all  others  is   fo 
"  liable    to  create  Temptation)   fhewn* 
"  an  Uncorruptnefs   really   fuperior  to 
"  what    ^Ljxy  judicial  Aflembly    in  any 
"  other   Nation   can   boaft,    nor  do    I 
'^  think    that  I  run   a^y    Rilk  of  be* ' 
G     •  "  ing 


so 

^^'ing  contradifted,  when  I  fay  that 
"the  Condu^  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
"  in  their  civil  judicial  Capacity,  has 
"  conftantly  been  liich  ,as  has  kept . 
"  them  above  the  Reach  of  even  SuC 
^  picion   or  Slander/ 


«* 


But  oil  a  Surrender  of  het  Peets, 
Ireland  could  not  make  this  Boaft, 
fo*  At  is  next  to  a  certaility  that  no 
Caiafe  would  be  fairly  decided;  be- 
lidev  the  Expenfe  would  'i'ender  the- 
Refetence  tb'^the  fuprenie  Jurisdiftiori 
in  England^  (by  which  to  obtain  final' 
Juftice,  if  thus  it  could  be  arrived  at^ 

a  ^^  thing    alrhoft    unattainable Thus 

this  ^gfeat    San^uary   againfl    the    Ca^ 
price  '  or  a  '  fmgle  Judge  would  be  for  , 
evfer  loltr  --■  ■    ^-     ■ 

5f:<»*.  certainly  wdlT  allow*  tlier^  is  nc-    * 
thiiag'\aiatB  4ndil]?enfably  necefla4*y  for'  ' 

'--'  :?^  (*  Chap.  i6.  >  ^74.) 

the 


the   well  being  of   Society,    nor    any 
T^hing  mbre  produftiye  ojf  Improyeniif pt 
in  a  Country,   than   that  the  Property 
of  Indivi4uals  flaould  be  thought  j^trwr^  /  „ 
but  to  this  End  juftice.  ihould  be^d-^ 
.yhinijftered  with  an  equal  Hand^  as  alio 
be  difpenfed  at  an   eajy  Rate.^^So  dif- 
ferent  an  EfFe£t  would  fuch  an  UNION 
have,  ?is  involving  a  Lofs  of  the  uppfey  y 
Hpufe    of  the  Irifti  Parliament^   that,' 
yo^  will  readily  admit  the  Decifion  oD 
Cstufes  on,  Appeal  would  be  very  par'*-, 
jf;^|--^It ^ould  at  leaft  b^  ver^  jE^»-r,f 

Trpm  heace  Gentlemen  you  muft  ;(ee 
that' on  ^  union;  the  Pubiic  ^n^  Pr/^  / 
%;ate ^ight^  of  Ireland,  would  in  ev^r^ 
Jlelpe6t  be  at  the  Mercy  and  diippf^ 
of  a  Party-rrrA  Power  I  am  confcious 
the  .  FrlendS(;!to  either  Country  ccmld 
po|;  y^^bk  to.  ^fee  created^;  as .  'both;  Qfom»^  > ' 
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52 
vtriesr  would  have  tp  4i:iead  thfeti^o^fe* 

Having  faid  thus  much  as  to  the 
EfFe6l  of  thofe  political  Innovations,  I 
inuft  add  another  Proof  of  the  Injury 
the  two  Kingdoms  would  Experience 
iroHi  the  Annihilation  of  the  Irifh 
Legiilature-T-sbut  at  the  iame  Time  i 
mufl  allow,  that  what  I  apa  about  to 
Hate,: although  of  iounenfe  Im|K>rtaiice, 
is  as  wejl  as  many  rother  Points -of  ^ 
fuboi:4inate  J^nd,  compared  to  the  fore^s 
going;  I  mean  the  Deilru6lion  of  that 
Sj^ury  to  Exertioa  and  Ipduftry  by  which 
-ftlone,  /Commerce  and  ^^ijufW^iites, 
^(tj^p  sources  of  :tbe  Wealth,  of  l$a.tiwis) 
;  j^re,bre^ght  ,^o  Pj^rfe^onj  ^d  t\ysr by 
leir^iijg  that  Appetite  for  IltlftiwRion, 
;  ;iyhi<jh  jMeo  may  now  arrive  at,  »lpy  a^i? 
qtAijing  ft  ^Serat  a^noiigft  the  Reprefen^ 
l;atives:'Of..the  People.rr4t  is  at  ^pitefent. 
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fUl  AQiivityj  and  operates  fbrciblj^in  gro* 
inotkig  important  Refeju-dieg  tiairougfc 
Ht^itiry  Improvement 


^1  Put  Upon  aew  is^d^ng.lflie  Cbnfti*^ 
tatiDa-iii  t}ie  Man^r  points  <H3;t,  none 
m^o  j^xe  coi^fhied  to  ^0^  er  i^efuiSimm 
ftaj^t^feiffte,  could  be  d|p;oi^  the  Kitai^ 
Iji^Ct^  tjjt?.  i^j^«5/^«^-eTi|e&  -could  not 
'^[paar^  t^/*^[p^^  Yeap  iq  |^ondonw,4:ke 
I^cfetoce  of  i^e  ^|i?^t  ^amfaflurtr^^ 
MmkaMii  tind  Iain^yep$^  is  neceflkr/ 
at  ^k(i«ter^--TlirtJS  aH  thcjfe  'mjiift  fee  ^ex^s 
-  ckfcted,  < ttid^  '*of  titrt^^  <ieprhried  of  a 
feWDt-it^r^lgeift,  flpvhicij  oth«rtvHe  wduld 
^^ii^  ^'  a  Reward  ibr  liioif^  Affidiiity 
a«id^Iaaboufii-u.I  am  fare,  ywi  Gentle-i 
tti«^'  cdnfifet  reiilli  .&  tjcw  .ikngled  an* 
EX^eilimfciit- l^r-rThe  Gentlemen  of  .irc-e 
iifid  >catintlt5  4»id  J«;j/ibj8u^^/iia^>^^^ 
Jbvbidd  tlwi&  e^  B^ri^^smdn^j^  tliat 

thex. 
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they,  themfelves,  coijld  not  endure  t0 
be  derived  of  fuch  a  R^hi-^^l  iwnft 
hpr^  alk^  whether  it  b«  pot  a  thurfk 
aft^r  Biflindion  and  Fame^  impbu^ted^^ 
within  the  Breaft  of  Man,  that  rqulfes 
him  to  thofe  Exertiens  Tjrhich'teTad  to  - 
the  Iinprovement  of  the  Arts?-^*! 'd* 
believe  that  this  defire  Operates' rtiwe 
umiv^rfally  and  fbrcibly,  than  the  fordid  ) 
Idfia  of  hoarding  up  in  Coffers,  which 
latter,  we  find  a  very  rare  things    If 
then  this    very   praife-iworthy    Ambii   , 
tion  is  clbgged,   the  pKvgi?$is;  towardi  * 
In]^]poyemi?nt   in.  the  ufefi^l'  Artfi^  i«  - 
chficke4:> '  a^d  I  do  believe^  that  .Jfiin  - 
in  jfu^Jj  Or  State  qf  Things,  would  have  ^  ^ 
no  .  pAer  ,  Idea,  than  to :  iwerely  exift. :  ? 
On  the  xoiitmry,  why^  ^  does  the XMefe    .' 
chant  or  Lawyer,  labour  for  the  grtatfjft 
Part  of  a  Life,   but  to  arrivje  :  at  OJJ^   / 
tin6tion,  by  being  .honourex^  witii  ^aS^at. 
amongft    the   Reprefentatives    ^f.  the    ^ 
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]^<lKi^.i-~.Heni^<  this  tiia^  'bfe  cfteemed 
a.:  very  great  Spur  to  Cominerte  tend 
the  Arts-tr-but  take  awajr  this  Simidwr, 
and  7DU,  deftroy  the'  eiaer^etic  Spirit; 
nor  "vfrotdd  Ireland  alone,  iuffer  by  ttffti, 
fbrh^r  cottfequent  Becreafe'in  Wealth' 
Wonld  be  fev^tdy  felt  by  England,  a^ 
tbe;  latter  itiuft  ever  acquire  additional 
Weight  in  the  Scale  of  Europe,  from 
the'  incredied  Wealth'  of^the  former ;;— 
atiffe^ere  bloW  this,  to  the  iuture  C<m^ 
fequeff«fof*Oreat  Britain,  notwithfhind- 
ilig:  thie  /temporary  Benefit  it  might' 
be?  Sficfed  to  detive,  from^  a 'Miiiiiftet' 
being  A\^^iifa^ll)^4»  SUms  he  ^wanted 
dff»jf^^te#-^l#*6«ttit  having'  to  apjUy*' 
'  to  the  iAberaitty  of  ■  ih.^  ParMment  of 
eitfiet-  '■■■  Cteuntry .— !f ' '  is  trtie  •  England 
would*  noUonget  have  to  dread  Ireland 
becbmfrig  her'  RiVal  Ifi  Commerce  ''  anidi 
]Vtinufa6tures, ' 'but '  ifltre  -would  have  to 
lament;  tlie  want  of"  her  very  powerful 

Support 
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Sti^^rt  as  an  Ally  iix  sTiftieiq^f  .Wqj^,^ 
of  her  Impbti^  in  ilPimte.  ofjf^qt^ :  .'.-, 


i  •  iiave  Qei:^^Umen,  fi:jbmitt^  .  for 
yoav  C^nAderatiqn, ;  th^  Ajifrif^  jdta  I 
«&tectain  of  the  J|(I^fure ,  pf  .fttch  .a 
UNION,  a»  affeaingJ©^  pouftries.^ 
it.  aow  onl^  remains  ..to  jcint  ^our 
Att:e1»tioi^  iwjft  .partic«larl^,  to  opc 
Ver^,  import^t  (Jianfegueiice  imme-. 
diately  a^efting  Jj^ngland^  but  w^^ich 
wpuld  iii  the  Bjoji;  £pr«^d^Hs  l^epA 
^ffefiis,  to  :#  thoi*  .Cot^ntriM/  and 
lleopk,  thai,  JUr^P ;  u»der  l^pr.Soyer^igij: 
iPoawer^^I  me%ii;.<«j>h^Tflae|^;,IH^  j/efs,. 
thfrn-.the.  t0Uii.^iim^4  ^p^^fin. 
&f  hedr  /0r4«f«»^  C^i^ifo^ir-^7%^.y^l^^r 
he .  a  Joir.  ^5Jl^  .|ff>i}}4i  V^d}^^^  ^r  ^P,eo- 
^le,  -and  every  THx^  salpng  vrijl^  t^OT;; 
tp  ^  ftate  ecjjaaiy  degrade  as-Irel^ijd-n-' 
tlieir  right  of  ..gifting  or  withhold^ngr 

SufppUe?  wo.yld.be  «UkiB  defpifed,  fcr- 

on 


Oil  €^  ji  UHlOH  tiklii*  Pkcfe,  /?Wa»i 

^cral^ be"«t 'ftlliCMte : bfeittid- to  fiip^/ 

th^    BemkHdij  oi    &e  -  Miaili^j    an;! 

thus  tbe  i^«^  of  the  Cy-ij^w  would  be 

Yfi£ed   tki    ftti    ttttl3£atfipled    Fitch^ '  at 

once 'd^ftfuftiti  of  the  BalnfftSv'of  tittS 

CohMtatfotii  attd  fhe  noble  Fabtic   it- 

'Uif*!--iCofflfidet  the  -Danget  of  fuclir'  an 

e~xiinftv'e  To-^et  in  "flie  Hattds  of  a  Mi^ 

mfter,  and  alfo  h<Av  feldom  fiitH  ah 

.'isn^no-^^  i>6wer  lia^  been  wifely  ^reft- 

"^d—t'ou  ^itt' i*e^<iil/  belioM,  in   this 

.  Acquifition  of  miniftitial  llifltiehde^  liie 

/^  o^thitffloft  valuable  ?'att  6f /our 

'■^iM//6f  ""-Rii^f^rWftith  giv^S  ^o  the  Peo- 

'-  pie  '6^  ftiigkird, '  kyjt//  J^Wt)^ ' of  cutWn^ 

!';'fli'^!ifct^to  tjf  a  Minift^l^,  by  a  ftfufdl 

'^'ttig  ^Mfekli^  <6  (is^fty  theiA  wi,    aiicl 

'   iShaftj:  'iii  lftabliifhin«ftt  oi^  abfolutt 

--bu^iij-.l  ..«  n-y...  .    ,'.  „'■  .  ;  ^ ■■_ 

:-i.vii:.'r:v::  .:■-    .,  ;  .  •    .••    •■  ; 
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What  might  not  be  the  fatal  Coflfe- 
quehee  <Jf  a  pernicious  Direction  of  thia 
iiicreafed  Power,  it  is  impoffible  to 
layi-«.fviTeIy  a  Country  like  England 
^^ofe ;  ptmd  Elevation  anjongft  other 
Nations,  has  girown  oiit  of  a  nMSell  poifed 
Conftitution^  could  not  relilh  a  Scheme 
of  this  Kind  1  We  have  had  a  fad 
Bi&ample  before  us  of  the  fatal  Conle- 
qpienoes'of  Delpotifm.— In  France  we 
hAV*^  beheld  all  the  Miferies  of  a  Civil 
War— The  Pe(^U  of  England  have  heard' 
enough  of  the  fad  Difafters,  which^ 
teive  followed  a  too  dijlended  Power  of 
the  Crown  under  a  i&^war/.-— And  they 
Ijkave  learned  from  their  Anceftors,  the 
Ifeteffity  of  holding  the  Purfe  of  the^ 
J^dtion/i^-^ATo^ev  that  would  no  longer* 
reittain,  was  th6  Wealth  of  Ireland"  to 
be  iquandered  away  at  the  Pleafure  of 
any  Mihiller, 
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How  many  even  ix^  the  prefent  §tat»^ 
of  Affaiirs,  have  foimd  ^^ult,  with  th« 
increafin^  Powej:  of  the  MjinifterrV-The. 
i^te  and  prefpnt  Times  f^rtainlyjuftij^. 
mux:h  energv-^But  although  all  w^re 
now  moft  fully  to  agree,  that  the  feve«' 
ral  Brancjies  of  the  Britifti  C9nf^itntioi3i 
fire  now  well  balanced^  you  (^niv>t  howr 
ever  hefitate  declaring,  tha^  a .  UNIOIif 
with  Ireland,  on  the  foregoing  Broadr 
hafts  woijld  poft  certainly  dejirt^  that 
balance,  and  that  the  Power  of  thf 
Ewculwe  ^rat^h  woiild  then  be  to^ 
great. 

In  favduf  of  the  Meafure  as  to  Irer 
land;,  Uhaabeen  vainly  held? out,  that 
Englifh  Capital  would  flow  into  th4 
Country-p^Irifl^  Coital  woijjd  flojy  put 
of  the  .  Country  in  ever;^  Shap^e^  :  and 
^aily  diminifti  with  declining  Indyflry^ 
{t  feem^  extremely  ahfurd*  to  think^ 
^  \  tha^ 


^  I 


6g/ 
th^;  l^n^Ufhmen   wpiild    \^9j?^    ^peir 

arc  patiiculayly  -  at^aqlted,  %tm^  if^fltde? 
w|¥?ft  'C^cftitution  .tbey  jni^H  c?^e^ 
fome  'iPcote«9:ion,  tp  ^o  ^q  ^,  poM^^try 
"Wb^ye  t^^jr  co^l4  h^Y<!l  n<^  fv,cl^^^? 
pejft>r,At  «a  time  ^avf  t^e  |in^liiU'" 
been  iiiclined  to .  emigrate  from  tH^ir 
?int^?|yt  |Iopie,--Th^^,  |i?ive.n.a|  rap.  tQh 
$cp^^^r4,   tliough   tjie  latter    Imlv^  t9  '■^^ 

^\\^jan.  ind^xipvs  Pfopl^  to  ^ts^X  '' 

fr^jii  jfpiiie,.  Scpt;^G4  g^ffQ^i^  msuyi?  J% 

di:|C|sineiit*^-5he  ^l?punds  m  Fuel-T^Het'  ' 
L»ws  r^riCt  ftmpfe  apd  ilriftly  enforcedi   '- 

d\ip^cpt§.4n  Irejgiid,  ■.  >;.     v    .    '......: 

It  has  alfp  been  fancjj|d  .(anc[  ^^%-  , 
Cpnje^ures  .  rtipuld  .  pr6ve  ng,  R^^b 

fitipns) 


6y 


if  it  iho^  afj^ac  i^ot  p  hit.-9kc%^ 

]^§li^l]^eiii  a;p4,  "isitli,  ^  |iffi|t^iKM>  of 
^5«4d#pq«.  wilj  ^ga^,:  iff  ^vtr  it:  ftiouit^ 

it;  ^aif^  pauid  %sr«!f ^p-  ^%  Xii^f  tmf^H 

»a4  we  K^ay,  in,  th^r  e^jfe^.  .fey  y|tl| 
"  tliieir  lfajfpin#  j«)4.  pqxfifvi^ri^.  ypt^  , 

amongf^ 
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j^jffipng^'  iliem  to  fbolifti  as^to  wIJH  for 
aHepublicjj  In  order  to  pull  to  Pieces 
fb  glorious  a  Fabric  las  their  ConftitUT 
tioar-rlf  there  be  any  nvh)  hvijh  to  make 
tibfe"  Wopnds    (fo  haippil/ inclined  to 
h^ai)  t)lee<i  ifrefh,  let  them,  I  befeech, 
Idol^    into    the-  HiftOTy  of  the    Civil,, 
Wars  in  the  Time  of  'Charles  the  Firll 
and    after,  fb   fully  delcribed  by  the 
great  Clarendon^  at  the   conclufion  of 
his  Hiflory  in  the  Words  following^ :— • 
^  In  this  wonderful  Manner  and  witH 
"  this  incredible  Expedition   did  God 
"put  an  find  to  a  Rebellion  that  hfd  . 
^Sraged    near   Pwenty  Years^   and    beeit-  . 
^^  carried   on  with  all   the  horrid   Cirt. 
*^  cumft^ce§  o£  Murder^  .Bevaft^tion 
f^  and  Parricide,  that  Fire   and  Sword.' 
f^  in  the  Hands   of   the   moft    wicked 
^  Men  in  tlie  World  could  be  Inftru^ 
*'  ments   of;,  almoft  to  the  Pefolatioi| 
*?  of  t'wro  Kingdoms,   and  the  exceed- 

"  ing 


6J. 


«  Ing.  .dfefeciiijg  ,  and    deforii^u^  ^J^^ 
"  third  ;"~-to  which,   as  to    the;    iri& 
Ufebfsjlion,"  we   may  add  the  following, 
Words  of  the  fame  Authpr  as,  agplica^ 
bie  to  the  Year  1798  :*-- "  So  ended  th^ 
Year.  ^648,  a.  Year  of  Reproach  Mjd- 
•'  Infamy  above  all  others   whi,ch  ha4. 
■  pafled  before  it ;  a  Year  of  the  higheft . 
*'  Diffimulation   and  Hypocrify  of  tlie 
*^  iieejfMeft :  Vilkiny    and   moft    t^loodjr 
"  Trea&nsi.that,  any  Nation  was  ever . 
"  CVirieii  with  or  ui^er/'       > 


If.- 


^As  i:o*'  reli^oiis  Controver^^^^  it  'can 
pifove  nothing  tending  to  the  nebeliil^ 


-        o-.i, 


ot^SxUnq^ui/fment  of  parliapientary  jslikI 
oth^r  Rights:  !for  it  is  entirely  done 
a-v^ay;  by  the  Introduclion  of  Irre^igion, 
ani  ttie  Deilruftion  of  Papal  Influence, 
wnica '  has  been  declining  for  many 
Yeairi '  and  ^received  Its  fml  Death- 
waun^  in  France,  there' alTailed  by  tjbe 

'     "    Hands 
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Haiids  tif  it&  FoildWeiSi— tlius,  tii6 
l^fttrt  isr  igone^  arid  <ke  Bttittchea  muft 
MldW  6f  c6tir'fta"St>  *ba%  If  A  tel>6l* 
Iftrtrt  Spirit  (ftiift*  Svith  Any  in  Ireland} 
!t  hitittbt  tfac!edfo  tdxste  <*A«fr  Sburt** 
fifft'  tej  bfe  donfe  ^W4y  hf  H  Vniori. 
Ifte  6«attij)k  (jf  Rain^aa  frmu  is.  tbe 
tfOg  S^tifitaiftirprhig  <)^  kiebidHoa 
ft^inft  the  OoVierilltt*nt.~-to  j>/aa*r, 
klid  tfi  etder  te>  Itcdrtipliftl  that  fittd, 
to  Jw)'^/',  have  b^n  t!ie  'criminal  t>b- 
jeas  of  the  lacte  'R.ebeBi6tt.-*-Td  ftlp- 
|>ort  the  Conftitution  is  the  only  mode 
of  preferving  trw  Retigidttj.  the  Want 
of  which  has  beeii  the  Ciufe  ot  many* 
Mifchiefs. — ^There  is  no  Calamity  that 
ftan^s  more  in  need  of  a  Cure : — -If 
fs  In  Truth  a  peculiar  Calamity,  falle^ 
moft  heavily  on  this  Age,  which,  while 
it  takes  its  Rife  from  the  Corruption 
of  thofe  Times,  and  has  .  monftroufly 
increafed    fince    the    Prench   devolution 

amotogft 


H 

&m6ngft  a  certain  Pariji^  liag  produced 
^'k  lM3kcedJe«ttfeiffpt;^jan^ 
H\^  K^^igid^    :1«Aatlbevfiy«o^yp  ^S^^^ 
•^l^ill^btftwa'tti^  A|)|>€atftiice>-4WijtMt^qfe 
^H^Ti^  ^reY^Shaadra^'   afi  <JodKne§.;/^d 
-:> J^f ^^  4*^  ffedi^Athfeiim  and  Prophane-- 
'  i^ft,  '^diljgendf^^  culti^a,te4i    ^^vb  not 
•   failed'^^tdr '|)rcidtice  a   Proftitution  x>£;  all 
'  ^Mitiiiiers  >te  Conteiilpt'of  /fll  Govern^ 
• '  '■  ftieatsi  -'  --■. Ti :: .  . ;  •  ■-     }    .,  *.  •  «, .  -^ _  ^ ,. .  • 

e 

liich 


.    r  This    it  IS.  that  iHiy  be  ptodtif 
H[)f  ^Pifturbances   iri   IteUiid  i   but  "I 
,   may  very  reafohably"  be   exptSieA',  to 
^     jpade'tla  finiilaf'  Fate  witH  ^Iiofe'ljaely 
iunpreJSed  by  a  ifallant  a65'  Iby5al  -yeo- 
♦^j^^iaj^M^y  and  Soldiery i       "  •"'    " 

tl —  :^/J nat;i<ye J, therefore,, jvJiQ.vfLty^t  of 
a  '>  I  f iflie^ltf eaftwrft  ft»gt  SeotUi^dp, ,.  Qf  apy  othfer 
ofuhcarintrfyi'  \q>pA  ]t|)^  j^pe;Qf,,t^«>^^|^lobe, 
yKni^pan<>a>ef>rbel4i«fo|:th.;^  |if^- Pro^^ of"  the 
v!>  i.t^pedieiK^  qC^^  yj)^rwit^-jE$gland 
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and  Ireland;  for  as  each  dilfer,  in 
Point  of  Time  and  Place^  tliere  can  be 
no  Similarity. 

Say  not,  that  by  a  Union  they  would 
confolidate  their  prefent  Legillatures 
into  one,  for  their  prefent  checking 
Power  then  coming  to  be  loft,  all  k-^ 
giflative  EJfence  would  vanifli.- 

Say  not,  that  Articles  of  Union  would 
avail,  for  they  could  either  dire^ly  or 
indirectly  (no  matter  which)  be  Iwerved 
from,  at   any  Time. 

Say  not,  that  the  Power  of  the 
Crown  would  acquire  no  prepmderaU 
ing  Weight  through  a  Union,  for  th« 
Liberality  of  the  People  of  England 
would  not  then  he  Jolicited. 

Say  not,  that  Juftice  would thcnbe^r- 
ly  ^.nd  freely  adminiftered  to  Ireland,  for 
lier  Judges  in  the  Idji   Refort^   namely, 

her 
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her  JPeersy  would  become  merged  and 
out  of  reach,  and  thus  Juftice  be  un- 
attainable! 

Say  not,  that  by  a  Union,  Irifh  Ma- 
nufacture and  Commerce  would  be  ad- 
vanced,  for  no  Man  would,  then,  lay 
out  his  Capital  on  fo  jprecarious  a  Te- 
nure! 

Say  not,  that  Englifh  Capital  would 
Jiow  ifiy  while  Iri/k  flowed  out,  for  as 
the  Englifh  have  never  Jiocked  to  Scot- 
land abounding  in  every  Inducement, 
they  would  riot  fiock  to  a  Country, 
where  their  Winnings  would  be  plucked 
from  them,  at  the  Nod  of  a  Minifter, 
while  ftill  tliey  are  untrained  to  wan* 
ijeriug, 

Say  not,  that  the  Strength   of  Eng- 
land would  remain    undiminifhed,   for 
I  ^  by 


hy  a  Depreffion  of  Wealth  you  ^u^ould 
take  from  Strength. 

,  Say .  not,  that  the  Spirit  of  Induljry 
in  Ireland  would  not  be  leflened?  for 
you  would  deprive  the  People  of  the 
greateft  Spur  to  Induftry,  by  Jhutting 
the  Doors  of  Parliament  againft  the 
mo/i  ufeful  Members  of  the  Commu^^ 
nity. 

Say  not,  that  Abfentees  .woyjyi  bp 
beneficial  to  Ireland,  for  her  quondam 
Reprefentatives  with  their  Followers, 
alone,  would  carry  1,000,000,  ^nnuall^ 
out  of  the  Country!  , 

Say  notj  that  Rebellion  or  fancied 
Pilputes  of  Religion,  can  furnifh  any 
juft  Pretence  for  a  Union,  for  the  gaL 
lant  Sons  of  Ireland  have,  and  at  all 
Times  will.  Hand  forth  to  quell  it. 


jS9 

■  Say  not>  that  it  is  neceflary  to 
ftrengthen,  in  this  Way,  the  Hands  of 
the  Empire;  for  while  afting  with 
Heart  and  Handj  England  has  a  mofl 
powerful  Support  Iq  the  Yeomanry 
Troops  of  Ireland,  and  in  the  volun* 
tary  Gontributjioiis  of  her  People  at 
Urge; 

Say  not,  that  if  the  Iri|h  Catholics 
are  as  three  to  pne^  they  are  therefore  a 
dangerous  Body  in  Rebellion,  for  it 
"does  not  appear,  that  a  Union  would 
qtliet  them,  the  ill-rafFe6ted  of  that  Per- 
iltafion  being  merely  of  the  iower  Or- 
ders, and  urged  by  Repvhlican  Prin- 
ciples,  as  fully  proved  by  their  Lead- 
,  ers  being  principally  Deniocratic  Pro- 
teftants. 

Say  not,  that  it  is  merely  the  Gen-^ 
tlemen  of  the  Baj:  obje6t,  becaufe  they 

as 
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as  being  Men  of  liberal  Education,  are 
well  qualified)  and  Jii^ly  relied  upon,  for 
their  vfibiajjed  Opinions  oh  fo  difficult 
and  extenfive  a  Subjeft. 

Say   not,    tliat  .any     Man's    Di^um 

'ihould  ftand  in  favour  of  a  UNION, 

for  it  is  the  lelf^evident  Expediency  of 

the   Meafur^   that  fhould  alone '  hav$ 

Weight, 

Saynotj^at  J.and  jn  Ireland  would 
retain  its  Value,  for  a  UJiTIQU  by  pro;. 
dueing  a  Decreafe  of  Wealth,  and  ge-. 
neral  Infecurity  of  iProperty^  the  Value 
of  Land  mufl:  n.ece0arily  be  dimi« 
mifhfsd.-     , 

But  rather  Say,   that  England  would 

not  be>  wiffing-  to   furrender,    on  fueh 

an   Occafiouj    hr  JPublic    and    Privah 

-  .     Rights! 
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Eights!— Attd  nvh^^   in   the  Name   of 
JUafon  fliould  Ireland? 

Ceafe  then.  Ye  declaimers,  in  Fa- 
vour of  a  Meafure,  that  you  muft  fee, 
whilft  you  hscvejiudimjly  avoided  touch- 
ing upon  the  Subjeft  of  Taxation^  would 
plunge  both  Countries  into  an  Abyis 
of  Mifery ! 

I  now  have  the  Honor  to  Subfcribe 
mylelf,  Gentlemen, 
Yoitr  very  abedientj 

Humble  Servant, 


:  Dublin, 
15th  Dec.  1798* 
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Page,  .  7,  Read  next  as  to  her  Situation. 
9,  Read  fubfifting  Right  o/Ke* 

ptefentation. 
14,  Read  in  feerping  favor  of. 
165  Read   as  that  grand  Obje6t 

can  have  nothing  in  View^  but 

an  unbounded* 
17,  Read  hzYing  fretni/ed^ 
a7,  Read  the  Torrent  of  Britifh 

TTeight. 
3O5  Read  theie  could  be  no  Room. 
Do.  Read  crafty  Defigns  of  any. 

31,  Ke2id  and  be  feveved. 

32,  Read  in  Oppofttion  to  the  Le* 

giflative, 
365  Read  and  this  while  Ihe  has. 
39,  Read  Augms  for  Anginis. 
Do.  Read  mtifi  be  confidered  as  a 

mere  Delufion. 
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L   E   T   T   E   R 

TO   HIS   EXOELLENCI^ 

M4RQJJIS   CORNWALLIS. 


.^•^ 


MY   lORD, 


h 


OSSESSING,  as  I  dora  rfety  high  vencraitiott 
for  the  chara^r  your  fervices  to  the  ut^^  empire 
h^ve  juftly  procured  you— difpaflEboate  in  my 
view  of  the  means  you  have  adopted  to  under-> 
mine  the  fatfe  impreffions^  which  the  defaidsrs  of 
ray  countrymen  in  our  late  unhaq)py  rdaelHon^ 
had  engraven  on  our  mifguided  people-— dl£ik» 
terefted,  a&  to  myfeli^:^  in  the  obje&  of  the  foK 
lowing  ob|5?rvatioifs,— fuffer  me  to  addrefs  you, 
as  I  declare  I  confider  you  the  inftrumeat  of  no 
party,  but  anxious  to  be  the  reftorcr  cf  dmeftk 
pmc^  to  the  Briiijb  dominions.  ^ 

'    Your 


,  Your  appointment  to  the  vice-regcncy  of  this^ 
kmgdoiri  was  not  the  effeft  of  any  natural  rou- 
tine that  your  former  political  life  could  have  led 
to.  After  the  various  and  arduous  callings  your 
talents  had  been  engaged  in,  had  Ireland  re- 
mained a  peaceful  and  united  kingdom,  your 
Excellency  would  have  continued  at  your  ufeful, 
but  more  prafticable  ftation,  and  have?  adminif- 
tered  the  ordnance  of  the  fitter  kingdom  with 
fafety  and  utility,  but  ftill  have  felt  your  fituation 
an  honourable  retirement,  the  reward  of  multi- 
pjlied  and  well  exerted  fervices. 

But  unfortunately  for  u^,  and,  perhaps  yoUf 
Excellency  will  fay,  for  you  alfo,  amidft  the  con- 
vulfions  that  the  baneful  extenfion  of  French 
principles  had  created,  Ireland  began  to  litten 
to  their  falfe  and  feduSive  incitements,  and  a' 
confiderable  portion  of  our  people,  from  various 
motives  of  fpeculation,  lent  an  ear  to  every  al- 
lurement their  fpecious  promifes  held  out,  while^ 
a  ftill  more  powerful  portion  were  reffefting  on 
many  grounds  of  complaint  which  the  adminijlfa^ 
it^ft  of  her  eacijiing  government  had  furnifhed  them  - 
with.  Fortunately  for  the  kingdom,  the  crimes ' 
ahd  the  enoVmiUes  of  the  French  had  difgufted 
the  feelings  of  mbftof  my  countryiften,  the  re^ 
publicans  were,  only  eft eemed  by  thofe  of  their 
own  defcripti6n,*whiift  the  power  of  the  country 
fl^w  to  arms,  and  I  will  affert,'  for  I  do  it .  with 
piride,"  defended  with  vigour  and  eflFeft j  the  af 
that  moment  arduous  /^  between  monarchy  and . 

republieantfm— -• . 


repubHcaiufi»r--ujiaffifted  by  any  of  the ,  fupplies 
that,  the  paternal  watchfulnefs  of  our  Sovereign 
quickly  fent  to  our  aid — I  feel  every  obligaticHi  to 
bis  careful  anxiety,  and '  to  their  honourable 
promptitude ;  I  admit  their  readincfs  in  affifting 
us  may  have  prevented  a  longer  continuance  in 
open.iebeUion;,but  I  affert  they  had  no  fliare  in  de- 
feating the  great  and  awful  fcheme  which  the  23d 
of  laft  May  had  commenced  the  developement  of, 
and  which,  had  not  the  duty  we  owed  to  each 
other  taught  us  to  repel,  would  have  proved  to 
Great  Britain  a  day,  the  bad  confequences 
whereof  her  millions  and  her  militia  would  have 
been  long  employed  in  repairing. 

Alarmed  at  the  crifis,  doubtful  of  a  people, 
the  great  bulk  of  whom  he  ought  not  to  have  dif- 
trufted,  confcious  of  the  manifold  mifmanage-, 
tment  with  which  he  had  adminiftered  us,  it  was 
to  your  Excellency  that  the  Britifii  minifler  had 
recpurfe,  to  fubdue  the  obftinate,  to  conciliate 
the  deluded,  and  to  repel  the  expeSed  invader. 

Your  Excellency  arrived  ; — let  me  alk  you,  did 
you  find  the  country  rebels  to  a  man  ?  Did  you 
|ind  every  man  not  in  p?iy  unemployed  ?  Or  did 
you  find  the  power  of  the  people  armed,  or  willing 
to  be  armed,  in  fupport  of  government  and 
fociety  ? 

By  iht  power  o[  the  country,  I  mean  not  to  be 
uoderftood  that  portion,  which,  in  a  nicely 
com,puted  comparifon,  may  be  termed  moft  nu- 
merous.    I  ihfill  admit    (if  neccflary)   that  the 

United 


United  Iriftimen  had  feduced  a  majority  qf  ixsf 
cduritrymen,  but  I  mean  the  truejhlidjireng^hrf 
the'Stafe'.'^Did  your  Excellency  find  the  .piro* 
pefty  of  the  country  in  rebellion  ?  Did  you  6nd 
rebellibh  amidft  the  ranks  of  civilizatioB,  or 
amidft  the  hordes  of  ignorance  and  barbarity  ?*— 
If  only 'in  the  latter,  I  contend,  you  found  tb^ 
momentous  and  pradicqt  po'wer  of  the  country  itt 
its  natural  ftate,  loyal  to  its  beneficent  Sovereign, 
attached  to  its  valuable  Cqnftitution,  and  contend- 
ing for  the  exiftence  of  fociety  amongft  us. 

If  Tani  aflced  to  account  why  Ireland  became  fo 
readily  the  vidim  of  French  .miffionaries,  and 
not  England,  I  anfwer  with  readinefs,  for  it  is  to 
my  purpofe,  though  with  relu&anc^  I  avow  it,  that 
liook  to  an  unfortunately  received  fyAem  of ' 
Government^  as  the  primary  catife  of  it.— And 
here  let  me  not  be  underftood  to  glance  at  in  par- 
ticular the  Adminiftration  of  Lojrd  Camden,  Lord ' 
Weilmoreland,  or  any  of  your  Excellency's  pre- 
deceflbrs  one  more  than  the  other— the  objeftiori ' 
goes  to  them  all,  to  the  principles  they  have  been 
taught  as  the  foundation  of  Government,  and 
which  have  tended  among  us  to  corrupt  thofe 
liable  t6  depravity,  through  them  to  mis-govern 
the  kingdom,  and  thereby  to  detach  the, bono uj> 
able  and  difgud  the  well-intent;ioned. 

Your  Excellency  may  here  juftly  aikme»^*-D6, 
I  mean  to  aflert  that  the  honourable  and  well 
intentioned  were  thereby  driven  to  reMIion  ?— - 
Far  from  it,  but  they  became  for  a  length  of  time 

previous 


ptCTious  jto  the  rebellion  /^w— they  at  k^fyof^ 
breatked  forth  abortive  murmurings,  ggainft  the 
eidfiSng  grievances,  but  their  wbifpers  of  com^ 
ptadiit,  though  ill  Irefuted,  were  of  no   avail-r-^ 
length  to  diffeht  became  feditiori,  every  utter^ncq 
towards'  redrefs  was  filenced  by  the   Drum  of 
Alarm,    the  wcfl-afiyfted  betook  themfelves  ta 
iilence,  ?dll  the  uriceafing  working   of  our  ene-    . 
lilies  had  made  rebellion  all  but  matured  ;  ^he^.. 
matters  ran  to  extreilnes  and  every  man  worthy  of 
cftimation   i^ocked  round  his  Sovereign — ;\vi2^ 
cither  AnarcTiy,  or  Soteiety ;  and  I  truft  I  ni^ay  fay^ 
no  aatign  cv^ exhibited  a  fpirit  of  which  it^.in-,    . 
habitants  could  be  more  prbu4. 

Suffer  me  here,  my  Lord,*  to  feparate  myfelf 
firoha  any  connexion  with  thofe  men,  wHo,  fo]f  a 
few  Seffions  latterly,    have  feceded   from  their. 
Parliamentary  d^ — I  confider  fuch  inen  and     ^ 
thofe  who  qft'eemthem  as  ftie  refufe  of  a  difap-,   ,; 
pointed  Faftion,  who,  fruftrated  in  their  attempt? 
to  arrive  at  power  un^er  the  preferif  rorni'  of 
Government,  -  were  willing  to  hazard  O'overnmen^ 
itfelf,  in  the  multifdiod  hope,  either  that  in  the 
ftruggle  fome  occurrence  would    lead    to  their 
elevation,  or  at  the  worft,  that  their  enemies  would, 
becoqje  fo  humiliated  as   to  afford  them  ground. 
for  gratifying  their  revenge—'Tis  riot  with  fych,,  • 
men  I  >;srould  wifh  to  be  claffed,  I  would  wifli  ^ 
every  crifis.  of  public  affairs   to  do  my  duty^  a. 
fenfe  of  which  is-  my  fole  inducement  in  offerirtg. 
my  fentim^nts  thus  publicly.— ^I  belong  not  to  one 
'  ^'-    \.  •       .     •        r     >  party  . 
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party  more  than  to  the  other,  and  I  wi&  merely 
to  be  underftopd,  ftcongly  a$ I  detefl  rebellion,. as 
hinting  to  youj  Excellency,  that  the  late  or  pre- 
fent  rebellion,  (call  it  which  you.pleafe)  received 
great  ftrcngth  from  the  torpor  of  many  of  the 
Deft  affeded  of  ithis  kingdom  for  years  previous 
to  its  breaking  out,  which  axofe  from  .their  dif* 
approbation  oiP  the  mode  pf  Government  and  th^ 
inefficacy  of  every  ftruggle  to  corred  it,  but  who 
became  when  Its  exiftence  was  endangered  (bad  as 
they  thought  it)  its  rmji.  poiwerful  and  (ffedwl 
fupp$rters. 

The  clafs  of  men  I  have  juft  defcribed,  I  (hould 
prefume  to  be  that  which  your  Excellency  would 
be  meft  ins  fined  to  refpeSi^  mojt  prtme  to  attend  tfy, 
and  mojl  unwilling  to  estrangje^  at  leajl  to  in- 
jure AND  oppress;  they  are  what  I  call  th^ 
power  of  the  country,  and  let  me  tell  you,  their 
voice  is  the  voice  of  the  nation. 

When  i  fpeak  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  obferya- 
tioDS  of  the  corruption  of  Parliament,  or  the 
venality  of  the  Government,  I  fpeak  not  of  my 
own  opinion.  Under  your  Excellency  I  really  do, 
not  fear  the  latter ;  and  as  to  the  former,  it  is  to 
my  purpofe  to  rcfcue  the  Parliament  from  obloquy, 
and  to  reconcile  the  people  to  their  reprefenta- 
tives— •!  merely  allude  to  what,  I  fear,  has  made 
impreflSon  on  a  very  refpefiable  portion  of  the 
people,  and  I  argue  from  it,  that  fhould  your. 
Excellency  in  oppofition  to  their  voice  yield  to, 
fhe  alarm,  that  may  with  perfcft  integrity  induce 
-^  ^  the 


the  Legiflative  Aflbmblies  to  aOent  to  an  unpo- 
pular meafure  -,  that  portion  of  the  people  may 
be  led  to  attribute  diflFerent  motives  both  to  your 
Excellency  and  their  Reprefentatives  from  diofe 
that  I  (hould  incline  to  do,  and  which,  though 
they  vary  effentially  as  to  the  guilt  of  tSem,  make.# 
but  little  difference  in  point  of  efied. 

Your  Excellency  has  by  this  time  moft  proba- 
bly been  led  to  enquire  to  what  public  purpofe  can 
thefe  obfervattons  tend  ?  I  will  then  anfwer  in  one 
fentence — To  the  propofed  meafure  of  an  Union 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  I  have 
prefaced  my  thoughts  on  that  fubjefl:  with  the 
foregoing  remarks,  to  juftify  as  far  as  I  can,  that 
clafs  of  men  from  any  of  the  obloquy  attendant 
upon  rebellion,  to  raifs  their  confequence  as  high 
as  I  can  in  your  Excellency* s  ejiimation^  to  do  juf- 
tice  to  their  love  of  good  Government,  and  con- 
fequently  to  prove  their  attachment  to  our  connexion 
wiih^  Great  Britain^  and  to  enable  me  more  readily 
to  iatisfy  your  Excellency  and  the  Empire,  that 
to  force  a  meafure  of  that  importance  on  the 
kingdom  by  arms  or  intimidation^  or  to  procure  it 
through  the  medium  of  our  prefent  LegiJIative  Bodies ^ 
without  the  affent,  or  againft  the  opinion  of  fuch 
men,  may  bear  the  public  features  of  an  aft  of 
Tyranny,  and,  if  fuch,  would  certainly  be  not  pal- 
liated by  any  circumftance  of  juftification,  bur 
aggravated  by  the  moil  unprecedented  ingrati- 
tude. 

With  refpeft  ta  the  former  of  thefe  means  of 
B  obtainipg 
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obf  alnfirig  the  nicaftire,  I  know  xt  Will  be  faid;  ttidt 
no  ruth  thought  ever  occurred  to  your  "Excellency 
of  ffie  Britifh  Mlnifter.  But  F  appeal  to  your  own 
^oodfenft — Wni  an  aft  of  Pilrliaraent,  contkiMlng 
ifurrender  of  every  imperial  prerogative,  obtained 
tVotti  an  Hoiife  of  Commons,  delegated  without 
any  thought  of  fuch  a  meifure  in  the  conftituents 
who  clefted  them,  from  a  Parliament  wherein  ati 
kitoilfiderabl^  number  of  ariftocratic  potentates 
have  (with  thofe  iii  the  abfolute  pay  of  govern- 
ment) a  decifive  controul — at  a  time  when  your 
Excellency  is  armed  with  an  unprecedented  fbreign 
force  to  carry  fuch  aft  (if  you  will  cede  to  thfe 
fahdion  of  it)  into  effeft  and  execution,  be  called  a 
Voluntary  furrender  of  their  rights  by  the  people  ? 
Next,  as  t6  the  parliament  themfelves — it  is 
true  they  are  the  coiiftituted  reprefentatives  of 
the  people ;  but  independant  of  the  influence 
which  your  Excellency,  as  chief  governor,  and 
fome  of  the  principal  noblenien  poflrefled  of  bo- 
roughs may  exett  in  the  lower  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment— ^anfwer  the  public,  as  a  great  ftatefman— ' 
Have  any  of  thefe  reprefentatives  already  deliver- 
ed'their  fentiments  to  the  cabinet,  on  the  fubjeft  ? 
ifthey  have,  alk  the  conftitucnts  if  they  were  con- 
fiilted  in  the  formation  of  them  ?  A(k  fome  of  the 
nioft  leading,  have  they  cha'ged  their  opinions  ? 
Did  they  irf  Gftober  lad  rail  againft  an  TJnion  ? 
Do  they  in  December  continue  to  rail,  b'r  do  they' 
argue  Tor  it  ?  Has  any  expreffion  of  nationaj  opt- 
riinn  wrought  that  change,  or  by  what  means  has 

it 
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it  been  procured  ? — ^Thefeare  queftions,  my  Lordy 
on  ,whjL<:K  ^  ;FW)>Uc  are^becomfi  visff  inquifttivj^,. 
and,  I  wO^itp^,  q^ljl  your  .Excelleijcy'f  atUi^m  ^ 
tj;iw>>.^4  to.^flc.yoq,  yv^W  ywi^.ia  tlie  bi^ojcy  ojF 
yp^r  pglitkaX  .]iff ,  iuf^  t;^^  .U»ijcrn#  wWch  all 
]^r9pe.,wUI  fay  pj^,^vfpx(i(mre4i  tp^dipit  ef  * 
^pubt^  whethef.  or  not  it  .w^  an  aift  of  voUiion 
cn^ the.  part  pf  tj>e  people  .?—rTher^  can  l?p  but 
^eanfwen 

.But  here  I  kno.w  .it  will  h^  ?fgupd>  jhat  .t-he 
pj^qppfed  .Union  is  fou^de^on  a  baf^S;  that  czjjf^ 
jcjiver  admit  of  the  idea  pf  conquefij  (,bat  it  con-. 
X^b\$  fuch  obvious  advantages  to  the  people  o| 
t^|f  country,  that  it  is  rather  a  meafure  pf  ce^ri 
t^hapf  coercim ;  to  that  I  anfwer— if  it  be  fp,  let  fbeif 
p^flecqllforiu  Jt  is  not  the  public  feature  of  ^ 
fs^vof,  to  conje  forth  clandeftinely  frpm  a  fo* 
reign  cabinet,  aiid  with  undue  precipitation  ;  ^pr 
is  it  e^fy  to  reconcile  to  a  njuan  of  oioderate  uijderr 
ftafiding,  thait  he  is  abo^t  to  receive  ^  favor ^  whisn^ 
Jie  is  called  upon  to  furrender  his  ffcedom  at  tl^p 
ouifi^t^  apd  to  be  driven  to  fophiftry  a^d  calcula- 
tion, tp^bf  convinced  of  his  remuneratipn*  ,  'Jlh^ 
IJliion  is  a  meafure  of  abfolute  r^^fqlt^tian-rrh^  it 
weare  ip  one  moment  to  be  convertcfj  from  , an 
independant  kingdom  to  a  dependant  province. 
Qrcat  indeed  mull  be  the  advaniag^  ^|^at  couIJ. 
repay  us  for  the  furrender ;  and  to/t)e  gr^^at,  pne. 
'^Quld  fuppofe  it  fliould  be  fp  obvious^  a$  tp  be: 
nr^ivsrfally  difcexnlble — Jifcernible,,  not  tq^  jhe  all* 
ieeing  mind  of  an  Englifh  fecretary,  nortp  the 
B  2  f^bmif- 


fubmiflive  acqtiiefcMit  underftanding  of  an  Irifh 
courtier— but  to  the  plain  and  unbiaffed  com^xt-- 
henfion  of  every  dijinterejied  Irijhman.  To  de- 
prive the  latter  of  his  rights,  upon  the  temporary 
fufpenfion  of  national  feeling,  and  the  timid  alarm 
of  the  former,  is  what  I  call  upon  your  Excellen- 

'  cy  not  to  yield  to,  nor  to  fuffer  our  Sovereign  to 
yield  to,  till  you  are  confcientioujly  ajfured  the  peo- 
ple aref  cofitented. 

You  will  be  told  by  many  of  your  advifers, 
that  to  confult  the  peopk  is  to  difturb  the  public 
Viindj  to  have  recourfe  to  aggregate  meetings,  and 
conventions  by  fheriflFs — is  but  to  foment  fedition 
and  encourage  difafFedjon,     All  I  can  fay,  is,  if 

.  the  people  are  7%ot  fo  be  confulted^  I  know  not  how 
your  Excellency  is  to  proceed ;  for  fure  I  am,  that 
their  prefent  rcprefentatives  may  not,  in  every  in- 
ftance,  fpeak  their  voice,  and  I  am  equally  fure, 
that  to  efFed  a  meafure  of  fuch  importance,  with- 
out fome  communica^on  wjth  the  people,  (hould 
it  turn  out  hereafter  a  meafure  againjl  their  opinion^ 
will  fill  the  remainder  of  your  days  with  remorfe. 
But,  my  Lord,  fuch  advifers  furely  forget,  that 
in  making  fuch  an  objedion  they  admit  beyond 
the  poffibility  of  controverfy,  an  argument  againjl 
the  meafure  that  arifes  from  the  time  of  its  iniroduc- 
tion.  Petition  and  remonftrance  are  furely  un- 
alienable  rights  vefted  in  the  people— -to  deprive 
theni  of  thofe  rights,  on  fuch  a  fubjed,  would  be 
the  Worft  ftretch  of  arbitrary  power.  •  Such  ad' 
vjfers  forget,  that  the  other  day  all  queftlohs  re- 
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lating  to  the  public  in  general,  were  fmothered 
by  a  perpetual  exclamation  of  **  the  impropriety 
cfihi  momenf,  that  a  crifi^  of  general  ferment  was 
ill  adapted  to  rational  difcuiTion/'  Even  an  in« 
quiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  then  exifting  difcon- 
tents,  though  probably  whh  aview  to  affuagethem, 
was,  in  my  mind,  not  improperly  difepuntenanc- 
ed,  from  the  agitation  it  would  produce 
Is  fuch  an  aera,  then,  a  moment  your  Ex<5ellenc^ 
will  admit  of,  for  the  difcuflion  of  the  mod  awful 
and  momentous  revolution  our  Conftitution  can, 
fuftain? 

In  the  obfervatldns  on  this  fubjeftwhich  I  mean 
to  addrefs  to  your  Excellency,  I  fhould  hope  to 
convince  you  that  the  confideration  held  out  as 
the  price  of  the  fii^rrender,  muft  fail;  that  itneither 
holds  out  fecurity  at  home,  or  adyantage  from 
abf oad  ;  that  it  benefits  no  religious  ^  fed ; 
that  it  lowers  every  clafs  of  fociety,  and 
cohfequently  can  be  acceptable  to  none ;  and' 
finally,  that  it  is  fraught  with  fuch  general 
danger  to  the  Empire,  from  a  pofSble  annihila- 
tion of  the  Britifti  Conftitution,  as  to  call  upon  us* 
in  that  point  of  view,  though  convinced  it  would 
benefit  ourfelves  to  rejeft  bur  particular  advan- 
tage from  the  dread  of  general  injury. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  led  to  imagine  that  I 
am  one  of  thofe  men  who  are  impreffed  with 
fuch  high-flown  ideas  of  liberty  and  imperial  in- 
dependence, as  to  confider  no  fituation  a  king- 
flom  could  be  reduced  to,  fo  humiliating,  and  no 
.      *    '  offer 


offer  that  could  be  held  oqtf  fo  fubftantially  fer^ 
viceable,  as  fliowld  induce  its  inhabitants  to  liften 
to  a  fyrrendier  of  its  rights  ;  but  it  is  not  fo.  I  d^ 

zdmit  there 0re  circuni/iances  in  which  i^  kingdom, 
may  be  placed  that  would  juftify  fuch  ^  furrender. 
But  1  fay,  the  confideratipn  ought  tp  'he  immcnfey 
of  equal  vatuf  ^xth  thp  transfer,  and  unattainable  (^y 
a7iy  reafonable  and pradicable  exertions.  To  bring 
it  home  to  this  kingdom,  I  admit  tHe^e;  mig|i|& 
be  a  point  of  CQihn^ercial  reftriSion  as  to  couiIt 
tries,  wherewith  we  ought  by^e  laws  of  nature 
to  be  allowed  to  trade,  or  of  private  impofition^. 
as  to  duties  or  monopolies,  or  of  general  ii^fpqu- 
rity  of  perfpn  or  property,  that  if  fhe  were  placed 
in  and  could  not  look  forward  to  the  removal  of' 
fuch  reftriftions,  or  to  the  attainment  of  fecurity^ 
but  through  the  afliftance  of  Great  Britain,  ^7«d[- 
that  Great  Britain  in  fuch  cafe  had  no  eqjuivalent  to- 
expeBfrom  us^  and  would  natfurnijh  her  (ifftflmce 
or  fuff^r  us  to  trade  without  fuch  furr&nder^  it 
Height  become  a  meafure  of  political  prudence  to 
pufchafe  fuch  an  extenfive  amelioration  of  our 
cPndition — but  I  go  not  one  flep  farther^  and  \  hope; 
to  fliey^r  your  Excellency,  and  everyman whp  reads, 
thefe-otfervations,  that  our  fi'tuatian  is  not  fo 
humiliated,  nor  has  Great  Britain  fuch  concef- 
fions  to  make  to  us,  as  would  require  or  juftify  us 
in  furrendering  cur  primary  and ^  niojl  njaluable- 
inheritance.  ,       . 

On  this  part  of  the  fubjed,  I  confers,  t  have 
of  late  been  niu,ch   difgcfted  with  obfervations  \ 

hav^ 


liave„  heard' thrown  out  as  qoming  fron^  ottt*  fiftor  ^ 
kingdom,  that  I  fincerely believe  are  fpread  for., 
the  moft  fihifter  pnrpofes. — It  is  hinted  that  Great^ 
Britain  is  difpleafed  at  the'affiftance  fhe  has  been  ^ 
cottipelted  to  afford  us  ;  that  (he  regrets  the  ab- 
fence  of  her  mxlitia,  and  murmurs  at  the  payment 
of  her  troops  in  oUt  kingdom — Such  obferva- 
lions,  if  founded,  in  my  apprehenfioti,  are  little  . 
encouraging  to  any  increafe  of  confidence  and  te-  ^ 
iianceon  her  bounty,  and  tall  loudly  oh  our  pec-  , 
pie  to '  keep  their  repnefentatives  at  hojiie — I  feel 
th^t  tny  country  has  by  late  enormities  fuUied  \x^ 
h^'tiorial  charafter,  and  reduced  its  refpeft ability 
amohg  the  kingdom^  of  Europe,  but  has  it  loft 
all  rank  among  them?  I  truft  not — Where  we're  . 
Wench  principles  firfi  checked^    I  anfwer  here--^ 
Where  did  the  warm  and  ehthufiaftic   love  of 
royalty  and  fuhordihation  itnite  itfelf  to  put  dowH 
the  wlcje-fpread  and  powerfully  urged  exertions 
of  repubttamfm  and  equality)    In  Ireland — ^Had 
the  trifli  gentlemen  yielded  like  thofe  of  the  newly 
foftui^d'  continental  republics  to  the  firlt  burft  of 
rebellion  on  the  firft  difcharge  of  the  invader— 
Where  would  now  be  that  gem  in  his  Majefty^s 
Crown  ?  Is  it  for  this  that  (Sreat  Britain  contemns 
us  ?    impoflible— When  flie  remembers   the  af- 
*  fiftance  that  is  derived  to  her  fleets  from  ioo,ooc 
of  our  ieamen,  ft^e  is  incapable  of  repining  at  a 
temporary  aid  of  3b5Cop  of  her  militia — When 
(he  remembers  the  expenditure  of  blood  and  trea- 
fiire  iii  defence  of  her  old  enemies  the  Dutch, 

and 


and  her  IkitHefs   Ally  the  'Fkmings,    ftdtflef^ 
abortive,  arid  difgraceful,    a^  it  proved.— When 
flle  remembers  the  ready,  and  the  continued  aid 
ihe  afforded  her  Ally.  thQ.  Queen  of  Portugal,  ftie 
difdains   to  murmur  at  the  inconfiderabie  affift- 
ance  flie  has  yielded  to  her  fifter  country.— Eng- 
land hai  not  forgot  that  yhen.lhe  petty  and  van-  ^ 
quifhed  kingdom  of .  Corfica  became  a  vidim  to 
her  arms,  (he  gladly  embraced  a  treaty,  feicuring 
the  independence  of  that  fubordinate  and  incon* 
fiderable  ifland,  feparated  by  thoufands  of  leagues 
of  oceari^.  then  covered  with  fleets  of  the  enemy  j  • 
that  fhe  anxioufly   expended  her  .refources,>  and 
employed  her  powerful  fleets  in  the  defence  of  it 
till  fhe  was  expelled  by  tl»einhabitant3,  all  without 
a  murmur — Great  Britain,.  I  am  perfuaded,  re- 
members with  a  return  of  gratitude,  a  former 
period,  when  the  war  eftablilhment  ofthu  kingdom 
was  Jiretched  to  an  extent  that  our  means  were  ilU 
adapted  to  bear^  yet   oUr  affedlions  were  warmly 
prompt   to  vote^     when  our  military   force   to 

THE    BARE     AND    INSUFFICIENT    fupply     of     OUr 

principal  garrifon  towns  vt^xe  employed  in  her  fer^ 
vice  !  !  /-^And  therefore,  will  never  plume  her- 
felf  on  an  omnipotence  when  compared  to  us,- 
and  degrade  us  to  a  ftate  of  fervility  and  indigence 
that  dare  not  afpire  to  look  up  to  her — She  is 
incapable  of  boafting  of  the  fecurity  which  our 
trade  hzs  /u/lained.vfhoa.  accompanying  hers,  frojn. 
the  convoy  ihe  has  appointed  for  the  common 
pfoteftion  of  the  Britifli  trade— fhe  is  as  incapable 

of 


11 

of  bpafting  6f  the  inconfiderable  aiBftance  m 
iinaiice  ftit  ha$  ind^pd  '^n  our  na$i$H^,/ecuritf 
in  ong  inftantdV  ihe  is  iacapabbof  iniulEtfig.puf; 
frat^riiity  and  regretting  her  manlinefs,  and  wil^ 
hear  ttrith  difdkin  tfaata  C0ttrtiw^itel'>is  iti9aredl(Q 
•vilify  the  prompt  stlacrity  of  hter  nx^Ai^  by  €n^ 
tnerafing  thUr'numi^ts^  umd  appr^d^ms  ^M^^ 
txpehce?  Sh)e  never  will  abandon  the  beft  cljiim 
ihe  poffeiTes  to  bur  confidence  and  affedion»  ai\4 
the  man  who  advaiK:es  fnch  a 'thought  ihould  be 
held  in  commott  deteftation  by  both  coun^fiefii, . 
as  the  word  enemy  to  the  veif  e^dftmc^  of  a  ■ 
corinexion  between  them;  he  forgets;  that  when 
Great  Britain  repels  the  invader  of  Ireland,  ihe 
but  prodiflb  us  from  an^nemy  that  ber  iwnpofwsr 
and  greatnefs  has  drawn  down  upon  us  ;  'tis  n^t 
to  the  'GNiSfnqueft'^f  Ireland  ^s  a  province,  noj:  to 
the  affiliation  of  it  as  a  Tepahlic^  permanently^ 
that  France  has  looked-~no  Frenchman  that  is 
permitted  to  walk  about  could  indulge  To  frantic  . 
a  fpeculation-— but*  Ireland  affords  convenient  op« 
portunities'of.'4B^/ii<?^/72g'  ihe  Englijh  power ^  Qy^Ty 
wound  inflifted  onher  is  partially  felt  in  Great 
Britain,  and  will  ever  bean  objccl of  intrigue  and 
invafion  during  a  war  between  ihefe  powers.r— 
May  no  adverfe  politician  ever  qreaiie  aay  dif- 
unioh  of  feritiineilt  that  may  cripple  or  deftroy 
their  co-operation !  , 

1  come  ncfw  to tonfider  the  queftion  (^adequate 
compenfation.-^l  have  before  ftated .  I  cgnfidcr 
that  as  not  to  be  in  exiftence,  except  in  relat^c^ 
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t6  our  trade  or  our  fecurify.  As  to  the  firft  of 
thefc,  it  certainly  lies  out  of ,  my  fphere,  but 
there  are  perfons  fuiEciently  conyerfant  therein, 
^md  fufficiently,  interefted,  to  fedure  the  public 
the  beft  and  moft  impartial  inforjmation ;  many 

.of  the  moft  eminent. of  tbefe  I  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  have  been  enabled  to  confult,  and  I 
have  obtained  one  uniform  anfwer,  that  except 
the  Eq/i  Indian  monopoly  could  he  dijfolved  in  favour 
-ef  the  Irijh^  there  is  no  improvement  of  our  prefent 
jittuition  in  point  of  trade  that  Ireland  is  fufceptible 
rf^  that  is  at  alt  momentous ^  or  even  conftderable : 
that  they  do  not  conftder  it  at  all  a  commercial fuhjeS^ 
u%nd  neither  forefee  evil  or  advantage  to  refultfrqm 

.it. 

If  then,  my  Lord,  the  advantages  are  fo  re- 
mote from  their  view,  as  to  admit  even  a  doubt 
of  the  foundnefs  of  their  opinion,  will  any  man  ' 
for  one  moment  argue,  that  it  can  be  fo  great  as 
to  be  an  equivalent  for  the  fiirreiider  weare  called 
upon*  to  make  ;  and  with  refpeflt  to  the  eftima- 
tionin  which  fuch  opinion  is  to  be  held,  for  one 
lam  inclined  to  pay  it  implicit  deference ;. the 
mercantile  character  is  the  very  laft  that  I  would 
fuppofe  capable  of  furrendering  real  advantage 
to  xhQ  feelings  of  over-Jirained  patriotifmy  or  meta- 
phyftcal  reafonings upon  liberty  ;  they  are  a  clafs  of 
men  as  much  as  any  other  attached  to,  arid  a$ 

^  fufceptible  of,  what  is  likely  to  be  conducive  to 
their  intereft  ;  they  have  fhewn  themfelves  during 
the  late  difturbances,  which  proved  the  difpo- 
fition    of   all  who  interfered    in   them,    to   be 

as 


as  warmly  zealous  in  defence  of  their  So- 
vereign and  fociety,  as  iny  other  defcrlption  of 
his  fubje£ls ;  they  have  been  forward  in  ihdr 
obedience  to  the  late  a£l:s  of  parlijiment,  which, 
(though  fully  juftified  by  the  circumftances  that 
led  to  them)  are  furely  temporary  furrenders 
of  fome  of  our  beff  privileges  ;  their  judgment 
cannot  be  branded  with  any  epithet  of  feditiou 
or  averfion  to  the  connexion  with  Great  Britain^ 
but  muft  be  received  and  refpeded  as  the  matured 
and  decided  opinion  of  competent  and  difpajjionaie  men^ 
However  I  do  not  call  upon  your  Excellency  to 
decide  this  queftion  upon  my  authority,  I  only  de- 
precate your  doing  fo  upon  the  filggeftion  of  any 
other  individual  to  the  contrary.  I  affert  that 
the  mercantile  intereft  fee  no  real  advantage  likely 
torefult  to  them  from  the  propofed  meafure,  and 
1  eall  upon  your  Excellency  to  collet  their  opinion 
from  themf elves.* 

The  queftion  of  public  fecurity  is  certainly 
not  fo  eafily  decided  j  on  that  point  every  miaii 
in  the  ftate  may  have  his  diftinft  and  appropriate 
opinion, — Mine  I  confefs  to  be,  that  our  fecurity 
againft  each  other,  which  isi  the  only  point  of 
view  in  which  it  can  be  fefioufly  confidered,  will 
not  only  not  be  increafed,  but  be  very  conjiderably 
and  dangeroujly  diminijhed,  ~ 

In  adclition  to  thefe  caufes  of  rooted  divijion  that 
have  hitherto  been  confidered  as  inherent  among 
us,'of  late  has  fprung  up  and  will  not  eafily  be 

C  2  put 

*  See  tlic  Rcfolutions  of  the  Bankers  and  Merchant  qF 
'Dublin. 
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put  do\^n,  a  fdurceof  danger  the  aHendanf  upori 
febelliony  and  the  offspring  of  the  licentioufnefs- 
which  prevailed  during  that  period — I  mean  the 
ajfaffindtidn  and  other  barbarities  to  which  the  upper 
elafs  of  people  are  now  expofed  from  the  habit  of 
cruelty^  and  the  dif regard  cf  humanity  which  ajhort 
acquaintance  with  power  feems  to  have  been  fofuc* 
cefsful  infpreading  among  our  lower  order  of  people. 
It  is  inconceivable  how  quickly  the  mind  of  man 
becomes  habituated  to  atrocities  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  \  how  ilow  it  is  in  eradicating  the  familiarity 
it  has  acquired  with  them  ! — and  I  know  not  how 
we  can  look  forward  to  a  difcontinuance  of  thefe 
enormities,  without  the  beft  exertion  of  every 
man  likely  to  be  looked  up  to.  If  the  lower 
order  of  people  are  now  to  be  furrendered  to 
ihemfehes^  and  never  to  be  vifited,  fave  by  the 
agent  of  an  abfentee  landlord,  periodically  going 
Jjerhap^,  from  a  garrifon  town,  to  demand  his  enl- 
ployer's  rent,  you  will  find  that  murder  and  every 
other  crime;,  the  concomitant  of  ignorance  and 
barbarity,  will  become  infeparably  annexed  to  the 
ndtional  chara£ler ; — on  the  contrary,  if  the  Irifli 
'  gentleman  now,  or  as  foon  as  his  perfonal  fafety 
'  will  admit,  returns  to  his  tenantry,  if  he  fets  them 
the  example  oijujiice^  honor^  and  humanity^  if  he 
contradiftihguiflies  their  favage  manners  and 
.  crimes^  by  urbanity  and  facial  ^/r/x/^-^you  will 
find  that  a  fenfe  of  order  will  gradually  be  re- 
,.  ftored,  and  vice  fall  into  difufe,  as  it  increafes  in 
difrepute. — How  the  Union  will  affefl:  the  refi- 

dence 


dence  of  thofe  men  now  effential  to  the;  very  eX- 
iftence  of  fociety,  is  fq  plain. to  the  underftanding 
of  every  man,  that  I  (hall  not  trouble  your  Excel- 
lency with  any  obfervations  on  it — ^but  merely  aik 
your  Excellency,  Do  you  hope,  that  if  the  Union 
is  carried  into  effed,  this  country  will  in  twenty 
years  pofTefs  as  many  men  of  ^^2,000  per  Ann. 
that  will  not  expend  their  income  out  of  this  al- 
ready too-deeply  drained  kingdom  ?  Will  then 
your  Excellency  incline  to  confider,  that  mcafure 
a  boon  which  will  deprive  the  nation  of  all  that 
can  cherifli,  fofter,  and  re-humanife  it,  and  com- 
mit it  to  become  a  philled,  denudated  and  defolate 
wafte  ? 

This  I  conceive  now  to  be  the  moft  prominent 
feature  oi  perfonal  infecurity^  the  next  I  conceive 
likely  to  arifi^  from  the  poffibility  of  reiterated  in- 
vafion  or  renewed  rebellion.  Should  the  former 
of  thefe  occur,  I  think  we  are  fully  entitled  to  a 
repetition  of  fimilar  defence  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britjiin,  to  that  we  have  already  experienced; 
our  connexion  .  fubjeSs  us  to  the  attack,  and 
fhould  enfure  to  us  the  means  of  repelling  it. 
And  as  to  the  latter,  improbable  as  any  attempt 
towards  renewing  the  xebellion  muft  appear  from 
the  weakened,  difperfed,  and  disjointed, hordes, 
I  have  no  fear  for  my  country — fliehas  already  de- 
fended heffelf  ^gainft  one,  when  in  vigour  and 
union  ;  and  I  venture  to  affert,  that  in  every  fimi- 
lar  emergency,  to  ufe  the  idea  of  a  celebrated 
preacher,  in  a  fermon  preached  before  your  Ex- 
cellency, 
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celleftcy,  *♦  Ireland  will  be  found  equal  to  Ire- 
«  tand/' 

I  come  now  to  the  origioarl  and  fundamental 
caufe^  of  difunion  that  aiife  froin  religious  animo^ 
Jitiesy  and  that  promife,  I  confefs,  no  fpeedy  re- 
moval-^but  bow,  my  Lord,  is  an  Union  to  allay 
them  ?  to  do  fo,  furely  it  muft  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  eachy  and  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  other  j 
to  elevate  one  and  deprefs  the  oihery  is  not  an 
ufual  mode  of  conciliation  to  botbn     And  here  I 
muil  admits  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  fmd,  how  (as  far  as 
religious  difUn3:ions  afford  a  fource  of  danger) 
mutual  concefSons  will  be  born^  by  one  party ^  and 
felt  by  the  other :  the  catholic,  if  ftill  difcontent- 
ed,  aims  either  at  the  fubjiigation  of  the  protef- 
tant,  or  a  full  participation  of  the  State :  I  will 
hope  he  only  aims  at  the  latter  ;  let  us  then  ex- 
amine what  effeft  the  Union  muft  have  upon  him 
-^it  muft  prove  a  decijive^  finals  and  irrevocable 
fettlement  of  all  the  difqualific^ations  that  now  ex- 
ift  to  his  exclufion  from  both.     Can  the   Irifti 
catholic  look  for  admiffion  into  the  Englifti  fenate, 
while  the  EngliOi  catholic  (hall  be  refufed?  Does 
he  look  for  a  precedence,  in  point  of  admiffion 
there  before  the  diffenter  j  or  expeift  an  immediate 
repeal  of  the  corporation  and  teft  afl:s,  as  the 
price  of  his  acquiefcence.to  this  Union  ? — No,  my 
Lord,  the  Irifti  catholic  has  always  appeared  too 
well  inftruft^d  to  be  feduced  by  fuch  unprpmif- 
ing  fpeculations.    He  well  ikhows,  that  the  Union 

-'.  ^  will 
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will  remove  for  ever  beyond  his  grafp  the  remaiiA^ 
ing  ftate  offices  to  which  his  ambition  may  prompt 
him  to  a^ire,  but  from  which  his  religion  ex- 
cludes him — ts  it  calculated  t<y  cont^t  him  ? 

But  it  will  be  faid,  though  the  Gatb4li{:  may  feel 
avirfSj  yet  let  not  the  Prote^ant  complain^^Yie  is 
forever  fecuted  inthe  full  enjoyment  of  bis  prelSwtt 
afcendancy,  the  Proteftant  Grown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain will  now  become  bis  unqueftioiiable'  fafe- 
guard,  and  Ihield  him  from  the  attack  of  any 
enemy. — ^^Omitting  the  argument  which  arifes 
from  the  abfurdity  of  calHrig  on  a:St^e  t(5  fur- 
render  its  beft  rights  to  fecure  fubordinate  and 
inconfiderable  hnmunities — I  anfwer  in  the  name 
of  an  Irifti  Proteftant,  /  have  no  fear  for  the  State 
afcendancy  we  poJftfs'-^lttXzxidi  is  infeparably  an- 
nexed to  theCrownof  Great  Britain,. to  a  Crown 
the  proteftor  of  the  Proteftant  Church  all  over 
Europe,  to  a  nation  of  Proteftants,  is  ftill  pof- 
feffed  of  a  proteftant  Parliament,  and  of  a  great 
majority  of  Proteftant  property.*  Unlefs  then, 
Ireland  becomes  loft  to  herfdf,  unlefs  by  a  re- 
verfal  of  the  order  of  nature  fiie  ihou?ld  become 
an  object  of  no  importatice  to  Great  Britain, 
'  unlefs  one  million  of  hicr  Proteftant  inhabitants  are 
feduced  from  their  religion  to  become  converts  to 
the  Catholic,  (he*  has  nothing  to  fear  for  her  re- 
ligious afcendancy.— No,  my  Lord,  leave  Ire- 
land in  all  materiai  points  of  conftitutiori  as  you 
found  her,  let  her  unprecedented  increafe  of  com- 
merce and  population  and  wealth  proceed  as  it  has 

hitherto 
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kt  a^4/iaki/i(7;i  bapiih  barbarity ^  kt  wifd^.^t^ 
perfe  i^rm^rns^i  ^4  with  it  fer/icution^  and  we 
IhaU.&e  the.  diay:  ;that  |lie  CathoUa  peafaiit  will 
not  repin^  at  a  /Ue^  jafce^dancy  that  canapt  ope** 
rate  .iipon  hii^.  and  ^hpx  thf?  Catholic  ^gentle- 
man will  yield  ^khchearfuIf}f/4  to  a  ftate  arrapge- 
mejit,thtat  h/e.iRyi  feel  bear3.^  littte  on  hint  aa  it 
can  dp,  .and  that  hp  will  b^e  iconyinqed  i*  founded 
in  wifdQin  and  impofed  by  neceffity.  But  *ti« 
civllizatm  alone  that  can  Jntrodqce  amongfl:  us^ 
thofe  fedinZfi^md  tbt^e  rational  reflexions  that  wiU 
difpel  the  darknefe  o^  bigotry^  anc}  render  ferfecu^ 
iion  d^t^ed.  '        . 

With  irefp§£l  tp  the  Diffentcrs,  I  fee  nothing  to 
diftipgMijthth^n  from  the  reft  of  their  countryr 
men— they,  certainly  hold  at  prefent  bi^t  little 
jhare  in  the  reprefentation  of  this  kingdpm,  how-* 
ever,  V  (mail  as  that  may  be,  \  fee  jiQ  ^cf^anjage  to 
indu^ei  them  to  y«rr^^  rV,  they  inhabit  a  por- 
tion of  thif  kingdom  where  profperity  has  made 
the  9io(]t  rapid  ftrides,  and  I  will  leave  it  to  that 
manly  fpirit  and  political  wifdom  that  (with^fome 
recent  exception)  has  generally  guided  that 
body,  whether  they  wall  make  an  unpiir^ 
chafed  legijlative  experiment^,  the  confequence 
whereof,  if  beneficial,  mufl:  long  remain  doubt- 
ful, at  the  hazard  of.  the  neceffary  continuance  of 
their  ^n^r^*y^  commercial  profperity. 

It  has  been  a  faftiion  with  thoie  who  have  been 

xcalousiin  promoting  this  meafure,'  to  hold  out 

^.,  V    '  promifes 
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promifes  of  arrangements  -to  the  Catholic  and 
PiffentiBg  Clergy,   and  with  relation  to  tithed, 
from  whence  they  derive  confiderable  hopes  oF 
procuring  the  acquiefcertce  of  both  Catholics  and 
Diffenters.— But  if  tbefe'^are  held  out  as  a  jiart  of 
the  consideration  to  the  kingdom,  they  aire  liable 
to  my  general  objeftion,  viz.   Tfiey  arc  mojl  clr- 
vioufly^and  mo/i  readily  attainable  without  a  furren-^ 
der  rf^  our  Parliament — A   modus  for  tithes  has 
long  beeff  fpoken  of  as  a  meafure   likely  to  be . 
brought  forward  in  Great  Britain,  if  fo,  it  will 
follow  here  of  courfe,  if  it  is  not  fo,  neither  (hall 
we  be  fttffered  to  attempt  the  change.     Itis  aa 
alteration,  nayj  I  may  fay,  a  fpiritual  revolution 
jhat  our  country  will  fcarcely  be  permitted  t^ 
take  the  lead  in^  though  we  may  be  alfowed  tQ 
follow  and  purfue  the  wifdom  of  Great  Britain. 
If  fo,  then  furely,    we   may  'iviibout  an  V^iion  ' 
enaA  a  copy  of  their  bill ;  nor  do  I  think  it  re- 
quires a  furrender  of  our  Parliament  to  digeft  ft 
meafure  for  the  improvement  of  the  fituation  of 
the  Catholk/and  Diffenting  Clergy,  a  meafure  I 
think  highly   defirable  ;  indeed,  I  know  of  no 
two  roeafures  more  likely  to  produce  quiet  in  this 
kingdom,  or  more  eafy  of  attainment. 

Perceiving,  then,'  ^o  yifirf  advantage  that  can 
arife  to  any  of  our  religious  feds,  from  an  Union, 
that  they  have  not  every  reafinahk  ground  to  look 
forward  to  in  the  prefent  order  of  things^  I  own 
I  am  led  to  doubt  any  man  who  tells  me  that  one 
or  the  other  of  them  are. friendly  to  the  meafuteJ 
P  •  '      However, 


However,  my  Lotd,  if  rfi^y  ate  fo,  let,  tbem 
iatisfy  you  of  it  from  thcmfelves,  and  kt  them 
fatisfy  you  alfo   that    their  motives  are  fafitj 
and  peace.    I  kiiow  there  arc    a  fet  of   men 
in  this  country,    I  do   hot    mean   a  religious 
.   fet,    but    I    mean   the    vanquifh^i  republicans^ 
who  there  are  reafons  to  believe  arc  defirous  to 
promote  it,  .who  tell  you  of  the  badfyjiem  of  ad* 
tninijiration^  of  the  influence  of  the  crewn^  and 
the  venality  of  partiamenL'^When  the  furious 
republican  thus  readily  becomes  an  advocate  for 
a  remove  further  from  liberty  and  independence^ 
I  own  I  feel  ftrongly  inclined  t6  fufped  him. — If 
thje  republicans  ftill  keep  their  objeSt  in  view,  it 
may  not  be  an  undefirable  change  to  them^  to 
render    the  conftitution  kfs  1vbrth€oittendinfi;forj 
to  detach  and  difguft  the  old  admirers  and  defenders 
ofity  and  to  drive  from  the  kingdom  its  iruefupport^ 
the   landed  proprietors. — Guard   yourfelf,    my 
,  lord,  againft  advifers  that  may  be  aftuated  by 
fijcfi  motives— or,   my  Lord,   confider  the  re- 
publican who  has  abandoned  his  objefib-^may  he 
,  not  be  unfoHcitous  whether  he  is  governed  by  a 
.  domefiic  or  a  foreign  legiflature^  nvhen^  both  are 
.  equally  contrarient  to  his  principle,  when,  delighting 
in  anarchy^  all   modes  of   civil  government  are 
ipqually  obje^iqnahle  T— Such  a  republican,  rank- 
ling under  the  preffure  of  recent  difappointmentj 
incenied  and  revengeful  againft  that  p^ki/er  that 
checkjed^  and  crufned,  and  vanquijhed  him,  may 
feel  even  delight^  zt  finding  that  the  warfare  he 

fomented 
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ib^aented)  though  it  ended  in  his  difc^mjiiure^ 
•"^has  been  the  foundation  of  the  humiliation  of  hitf 
'  opponents  ;  fuch  ifeeliAgs  *^s  thefe  are  not  infepa- 
rable  from  the.  human  mind.     /Fo  do  an   a^ia 
'  (however  unintentionally)  fhat could gratifyfuch 
feeKngSy  vwuld.  be,  as  I   formerly  obferved,   to 
treat  the  loyal,  fubj^^s  pf  ,^Ms  kiiigdom   with 
unparadleled.  ingratitude.— No,     my   Lord,     if 
you    are  feripufly  engaged    in    reftoring   har- * 
*'  mcMiy  to  this  nation,  perfevere  in  a  fyftem  of 
ladrainiflirationi  correfpondent  with  the  fpirit  of 
the  conftitutioo,  exert  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
with  an  equitable  hand,  and  it  will  never  be' 
complained .  of ;    and  if  the  venality,  of  Parlia- 
ment has  been  a  juft  ground  of  complaint,  I 
ih(wiJd  venture  to  affert,  that,  under  your  Excel- 
lency's government,  fuch  a  ground  muft  funds^- 
mtemstUy  fail* 

Having^  mentioned  the  venality  of  Parliaments, 
it  is  in:  vain  for.n^  to  difgnife  that  a  confiderable 
number  of   unthinking  men  found  thereojx  an 
argument  in  fupport  of  themeafure.    tJo  man 
who  remembers  tha^t  he  is  an  Irifeman,  fliould, 
befcduced  to  think  well  of  the  change,  iii  the 
profped  of   getting  rid  of  his  imperial  cpnfe- 
.quence ;  -  ihould    be  be   induced   to   Overlook 
that,    he   Ihould   neverthelefs  before  he  yields 
..  to  fuch  feelings,  be  fatisiSed  that  the  di/eafe  he 
,  complains  of  is  moftal^^  and  th^ii  thtfuccedaneum 
will  fupply  him  with  a  kgiflatura  pute  and  incor- 
ruptible.^ And  here  I  owii  I  am  led  to  iJidulge  an 
Da  -^      hope, 
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liop^,  that  our  own  parliamentary  fyftcm  is  not 
loji\beyon^ ciireK  J I  fhould  conceive  that  a  ftropg 
'iy^€t\Xbti6i  ourf elves y  with  a  little  of  yourE^ceJ- 
ffHc/s  ^7/Jt/iance^  niight  do  a  great  deaL  I  am 
iibt  going  to  advife  a  reform.  That  meafure,  atu 
all  times  diffi,cult,  is  now  peculiarly  unfeaforiablc,  ' 
befides  the  feriglifli  government  refift  it  in. Great 
'Britain. — I  would  only  fuggeft  to  the  .men  of  fri^- 
^itriy  in  this  country,  whether  or  no  they  haye 
contributed  to  the  virant  of  it.  Do  they,  in  thftr 
rfefpeftiVe  counties,  rally  round  truly  independent 
-fchirafters,  and;  (landing  by  each  other,  force 
fherfi  into  the  reprefentation  of  the  county^,  or  do 
ihey  g^rierally  with  fervility  unite,  or  with  indo- 
lence yield,  to  fome  one  leading  interej^^  ■  and 
thereby  render  it  commanding  ?  Do  the  cities  qf 
Irislarid  call  on  refpBed  mercantile  chara^ers  to 
reprefertt  them  ?  or  do  they  not.felefl:  fotrfe  ppu* 
Tat  iharaSler^  who  is  t\\t  Jlave  of  party y  fin4 
therefore  corruptible?  Does  the  man  of  ivealtb 
eveV  think  of  expending  an  inconfiderable  patt 
df  it,  jind' thereby  take  advantage  of  the  accefs 
to  Parliament  which  the  borough  int^reft  admit$ 
off' wiry  a  view  to  benefit  his  country  ^  or  have 
they  ^  air  with  fliabby  pufillanimjty  abandojied  the 
public  theatre,  juftifying  their  flotb'^xkd  their 
falje- economy f  by  averring  that  oppofujon  is  fruit* 
lefs  ?  I  fay,  my  Lord,  oppofition  has  not  been 
fbiih^  fo ;  bur  Parliament,  as  at  .prefent  poh- 
ftifuted,  IS  capable  of  faithful  legiflaticm,  ,if  the. 
nation   <vai  but  true  to  itfelf    No- man  in  your 

Excellency'^ 


29 

Ekcdfenicys  fituation  would  venture  to  /^V<:tf 
dbWh  imptbper  meafures  againft  the  pro^rty  q( 
die  fcoun^ry,    iveU    reprefented  and  unanimQufly 

tjtneft -Our    Parliamentary     hiftory     affords 

not  t^ery  remote  examples  to  proye  this  ;  His 
bt;it  tWelVe  years  fmce  the  property  of. the 
cbUhtry  tefifted  the  commercial  propofitipi^^ 
ifctd  the  Obvernnient,  as  defirous  as  any  I  Ivave 
evet  Heard  of  to  carry  their  point,  with  a  majority 
it  their  back,  yielded  to  thiem.  tt  is  fmce  that 
drnfe  that  Parliament  has  declined  in  public  con* 
fldence  from  the  bad  fyftem  I  have  already  al- 
iudfed  to,  and  it  is  with  refpeft  to  that,  that  I  decpi 
your  Lordfhip*s  kffijiancefo  ufeful — fincethat  time 
Sk  multitude  of  places  have  been  created,  not 
icalled  for  by  any  increafi  of  duty^  not  juftifiei  * 
by  any  addition  of  wealthy  but  folely  and  exclu- 
fively  for  public  proftitution. — If  thefe  wer^  anni* 
hiJated^i  men  w€te  taught  to  live  within  their 
iffieam^  and  not  by  vying' with  fupcriar  fortunes  hurt 
fh&ir  ^wn^  and  thereby  raider  afurrender  of  their 
tharader  necejfary  to  their  unnatural  and  overgrown 
4}Mfe^ence*^'9^xX\^Tsi^\\\,  would  foon  again.,  with- 
^tit-auy  'i^ioJatidn  of  public  arrangement ,  aflume, 
thig  appearance  and  the  real?ty  of  integrity. 

But  on  this  part  of  the  cafe  there  is  another 
qiitiftic^ — Will  the  furrender  enfure  us  a  triily ' 
ihrdrrupfibfe  Legijlatun  ^ — I  much  fear  not — Is 
ttife^Briti/h  Parliament,  as  ft'  now  'ftands,  free 
from  all  the  objcftions  we  make  to  our  o*)vn? — 
M^^  the  Minifter   there  any  predominant  iniereji 

that 


\^ 


\i\it  tnalces  bis  t«j^es  ^unoufit  tp  coinipan4v  i**-*^ 

Is  that  ah  AiTembly  tiiabt  coi]dGi%t?koget}\ccof  n^en 

who  receive  nothing' fir  their  ait^r^^^^i^'r-^s.  a 

'  feat  there  found' fo  unprofitable  as  ta  require  the 

payment   of   the    w«^gc«'  whieb   JtHc  |9;iiaitive 

founders  of  oiir  Gonilituticm  had  appropriated 

for  the  maintenance'  and  ind^pecK^ace  of  th^ir 

Reprefefttatives  ?  I  fear  not*'*-l  fear  riiat  the  Eng-^ 

'  lijh  Legi/tature^   as  well  as  our  oym^    affords  a 

national  example,  that  power  and  emoluo^^ nt  a^nd 

.    prerogative  have  acquired,  evea  amp^g  tbemj^  a 

means  of  afcendancy.  over  the.  miad&  of  men, 

that  no  practicable  fyftem  of  Reform  is  likely  to 

reprefe,  and  that  feeks.the  pruning    liand  of 

economical     corredioTif      and     the    fundahtftital 

rejlorative  of  improwd  morality^  more  thanthe 

fupcrjicidl  lenitive  of  ameliorated  arroHgemeni.  s 

If,  then,  ray  Lord,  the  grouads  which  are  to 
render  an  Union  palatable  to  .this  ^  country,  as 
founded  in  perfonal  or  religioM.fecurity,  are 
problematical^  will  not  every  (j|eficriptiQp  of  perfon 
look  to  his  iminediite  fitnation  ? 

And  will  your  Lordfliip  call  on  the  temporal 
Peerage  of  this  kingdom  to  furreiKl€rtheir^<^d'r<i/ 
confequence  \itrt^  to  the  incon/iderablfi  fi>0re,ihty 
can  acquire  in  the  Bntilh  Parliament,  for,  the^  un- 
certain  additional  fecurity  the.  alterajfeion  ^  9ould 
enfure  to  the  already^  in  my  mxi^:^  mpt^imahU 
arrangement  of  property  ?  Or  \%liai;  <Hhex,,  con- 
fideration  have  you  to  hold  out.f     .  /  , ,  ,    „ 

*    .  /  .,  Will 
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^  TWir^Wt  taB  upmythQ;^^mtimI]Peer  ip  .ypte 
'TRiif  Wtt''V%#2^*fi^  ^r  the  b^ffe 

^^tofefidef a^tfctti  bf^  exchanging^  9  domeil^  ^^d  f/ff- 

'ift^a  kingddM  wh^l-e  hfe  confeqteni;^  is  h^d  ia- 

'fepaWKIc  fr6»i'  a»i  aCbcndatit  Church  JEftablifh. 

'tttrfnt^  and  wfeete  ev«ry  isoiprpvemeat  his  fitusition 

'canatpfrie  toi  is  withhi' tke  ^euci  j^  ibe  Parliament 

cf  whkhSi^ii  a  Memhir  ?    In  truths  my>  Lord, 

^aCaftlfeidtbc&te  for  the  mcafure.  hgiSj  in  a  l^tc 

Pamphlet  on-thc  fubji6£b,'dilpofed  of  their  Lord- 

'^ffiips  fo  very  curforiiyj  that  J  f^e  he.  defpairs  of 
their  conc\irrence.      -  . 

Does  tht  ttioft  pfefumptjuous  of  thofe  th;gith^ve 
itcfefe  to  yowr  Excellency'^  clof^t,    dare  to.teU. 

^ybn'that  the  refidentj  rational^  unvitiated  Irljhman^ 
from  ibotivcs  oi  perfonal  infecurityi  is  iQclined  to 
dtfcufs'die  tueafure  !  Tell  him  if  he  doess  his  own 
alarm  has  douded  his  powers  of,  difcerriment-^ 
Tellhintthat  the  IrifhcharaAer,  though  oonyiaced 
t^e  meafure  might-  prove  advantageous ^  would 
deem  the '  time  foch^  that  ia  yielding  to  it, 
wbuld7?^7w^  it  irrevocably  with  c^wardm  in  the 
eyes  ofEurope^^Ht^  him,  the  Iri(h  charader,  if  he 

•wifl  weigh  it  for  a  century  together,  has  not  been 
Tetnarkcd  f<>r  a  prmenefs  t&  fuijugation — ^Tell 
ftim  iMs  country,  thro'. that  period,  often  called, 
and  witih  ihirdy  ftcadinefs  gradually  obtained,  her 
'  -prcfeht  imperial  r^^^-^^-TeU  hkn  (he  feels  it^s  eflen- 
tial  confequen^e^  and  deprerates  the  ilL-.timed  ag^ 
gfejjion  upon  it. 

But, 
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.  But,  m/  Lord,  ^hen  I  talk  of  frdaad.is  (on« 
ftitiitionally  refiftidg  the  farrender  of  the  LegiA 
lature,  I  am  the  laft  man  that  Would  ifeek  to  ren» 
.der  her  au  incumbrance  to  Great  BHtain.-'-^ovAi 
the  prefent  agitation  be  moderated  hj  wifdom  and 
found  policy,  I  ihould  be  happy  to  iee  it  fettle 
into  a  fc&deral  arrangement  that  would  infeparably 
cement  the  two  iflands-— I  would  leave  to  Gxeat 
^Britain  the  exclufive  privilege  of  providing  fqr 
every   contingency   relating    to    the   Enecuti'oe*^ 
I  would  fubjeA  to  her  acquiefcence  every  fundM- 
Tnenial  arrangement ^^    fuch  as   Parliantcntgry  Re- 
forro^  Tithes,  and  the  like — I  would  admjt  of  a 
proportion  pf  the  national  expenditure,  in  point, 
of  defence,  liberal  to  the  utfnoji  eictmt  ^QtJkrmefint^ 
to  be  borne  by  this  country— I  wpuHd   Ic^c  to 
Great  Britain  the  power  of  making  peace  andt 
war,  folcly  and   exclufively ;    thefe,    my  X^rd^ 
%Kjuperiorities  to  which  I  think  her  entitled, 
but  the  jnode.  of  providing  the, taxes  to  meet  fuch 
expenditure,  and  the  various  and  local  appropri- 
ations thereof,   I  hold  to  be  as  folely  and  exclu- 
fively our  own. 

I  have  now  told  your  Excellency  what  I  feel  to 
be  the  fentiments  of  this  country,  and,  I  fhouUt 
hope^eiiougKto  render  yourExcellency  extremely 
averfe  to  jany  interpofition  that  could  tend  to-  im- 
pofe  a  meafure  of  fuch  confequence  to  us,  ^khout 
the  moft  perfeft  and  mod  fatisfaftory  cvid^nee,  * 
that  it  was  fully  defired  by  a  decided  majority  of 
my  countrymen. — But,  my  Lord^  I  do  not  ad- 

,  drefs 
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dfefB  .yoa  Ip^ji^  /qjrcpmfqibed  ^nd  .bounded 
fph^re  .o£  .frj^ /^^/x/icf^,  you  zm  ^nEngli/h^iartj  a 
Senator  (fbreui  'J^ritain^  ^nd,  at  this  momenta  the 
peoiliar.  Eklegate  of  him  who  is  King  of  both ; 
and  CQuid  1$  in  fuch  a  point  of  elevation,  raife  even 
a  doubtiin^your  Lordjftiip's  mind,  th?it  theperfe- 
cution  of  theJri^  JLoyalift  was  but  fubprdinate. 
toafcbemeof  jBt/^  State  "manoeuvfe,  and  to  a 
minifteml  fubjugationofthe  Britijh  conftitution, 
i  fhould  .hold  that  I  had  added  very  confiderably 
indeed  to  the  .reafon  that  fhould  produce  in  your 
Excellency^  caution^  conjideration^  and  dijiruji. 
•     That  the  meafure  of  Union  has  long  been  a  fa- 
vorite with  thtprefent  Britijh  minl/iery  this  coun- 
try Jhas  had  multiplied  proofs.     What  elfe  could 
lead  t(T  an  imiverfally  promulgated  opinion  of  his, 
*'  that  an   Union,  with  |this    country  was  well 
*^  worth  half  a  million  to  Great  Britain,   and 
"  could,  for  tl^at  fum,  be  readily  purchafed?'* 
What  elfc  could  induce  him  to  degrade  our  peer* 
age,  by  a  piiblic,  avowed,  and  juftified  fale?  With 
"what  other  view  could  he,  in  oppofition  to  his  ge- 
neral public  tenets,  here  fu&r  to  be  publicly^  pro- 
claimed, thaf  corruption  was  jujiijiable^  nay  necef-^ 
farf^  to  cart y  on  the  government  he  had  let  over 
us  ?  With  what  view,  fave  to  inflame  the  people, 
did  his  minifter  here  fend  forth  to  the  grand  ju- 
ries of  this  kingdom,  their  followers  as  foremen 
^d  principal  jurors^  to  addrefs  againfl:  the  exten- 
fion  of  catholic  privilege — yet  in  the  fame  year 
the  fame,  foremen  and  jurori,  as  fcnators,  voted 
;  E  the 
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tl;c  incteafe  of  it?  Why  did  he  fend  Lord  Fitz" 
^iliiim  armed'  with  powers  to*fu!fif  tfie  awful 
ineafure  of  cattoUc  participation:,  toftoldit  forth, 
iand  teach  our  kingdom  either  toexpeSlot  dread  li^ 
according  to  their  rcfpe^Hve'  ftelings ;  rfren  check 

.it>  ajid  recommend  its  poflponement  'Vasthe 
"  greateft  fervice  that  could^be^  p^formed  to  the 
**  empire,  fince  the  Uniort'V^'  and  then  dil|race 
Lord  Fitz William  F-^In  honeft*  fmcerity,  I  doubt 

^our  Lordfcip*6  belief  as  to  my  "ftatdnfent,  and  I  dfe^ 
precate  ypur  indignation,  whenyou  aflc'me— ^To 
wl\at  purppfe  could  fach  duplicity  tend  P'What  end" 
could  the  general  minlfter  of  the  empire  propbfc 
from  fuch  unqualified  depravity  ?^— -I  anfwer,  the 
f5^as  are  on  record; 'the  motive  was  this  very 
TJmom  The  means  of  attaining^  it,  the  popular 
fermient  fa  evidently  the  confequencc,  and  the 
diliiliiba  beti^ieeii  our  people  and  our  legiflative— 
but  th£  grand  iHtd  primary' objeB'  was  the  fubjuga^ 
iign  (^  theBritsJb  tegijlkiurej  and  the  abfohte  con- 
trol cf^  the^  empire* 

When,  a  miniflef  of  equal  difcernment  and 
acutenefs  with  the  prefent .  Britilh  premier,  de- 
fcends  to.coufitenanee  in  his  uiider-agents  an  a6t^ 
or  ftill  more  a  fyjim  of  difliniulation  and  contra-  - 

.  di6lion,his  view  is  generally  commenfutatewith, 
if  not  mjjch  beyond>.  the  exteht  of  the  means  hp 
employs.  Embarked  as  the  Bfi'tifh.mihirter  is.  in 
the  prefetlt  a>nteft,  with \i\%,fam^  ar^d  j>oiiiical ex^ 
i/leme  ^t  Jidke^^his^  iptrh^p^,  with  lome. degree  of 

^  apology^ 

*  See  Lord  FitzwilKam^s  Letter  to  Lord  Carlifle. 


f,  ,t^  hfi  advjerls  to  almoft  fupernatural 
means  of  cpntinuing  his  fchemes  of  finance,  aridl 
of  fecuri^g  ^  d^cyiw  ^fyi^Qntto^tbeir  arrangement 
<mt^  com^l^fmu  ,  Gigantic  and  jpowerful  as  thexe- 
fources  of  Great  Bntam  Jijufl;  be  allowed  to  be, 
the  accumulation  of  national  debt  has  ialready 
cauf(pd  tht  ^r^re  Af'Jaxes  to  be  feverely  felt  by 
the  Britifb  naticm^, nor  docs  the  conteft  afford  an-j^ 
lp|5e4y  jJTofp^  of.  ^erminaiion !  i  would  aik 
you,  0Tf  Lardy  way  pot  a  minilter,  whofe  arnb)-* 
tioaaa^  Jove  of  poweVaire.cammeiriiirafte  wfth  his^ 
t^len^^^^drjead  a  mo^e«t  ^xh^n  the.  natim,  fmfeting, 
under  the  o^refliv,e  burthen  of  further  accumu-. 
lated  debt^^  jn^y  be  inclimed.  to  reml  'z^dinQ.  him  ? 
May  he  not  haye  it  in  contemplation  to  avert  that 
day^  by  lome  grand. financial  fchcme  of  which  this, 
country  may  be  the  vidim?  Qr,  may  he  not  hav€^ 
it  in  contemplation  to  ftkncethe  oppofttion  by  that 
extenftve  and  decifi'ue  parliamentary  majority ^  which, 
the  addition  of  one  hundred  members  devoted  to 
him  in  the  prefent  afleniibly,  would  enfure  ?  Does 
Scotland  zSor^^Qne  member  not  devoted  to  his 
nod?  Would  Ireland  ?- — ^A  minifter  thus  en-  ^ 
trenched  in  the  mid  ft  of  fo  unalienable  amajorityy 
would  foon  abforb  even  th^  monarch  in  Umfelf-y. 
the.  three  eftates  of  the  kiirgdom  would  be  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  his  all  powerful  domination -;  'there 
is  no  ad  of  power  fq  monftrous,  or  fo  unconftitu- 
tional,  that  he  would  not  be  al)U  to  reconcile  to  his 
parliamentary  phalanx ;  xh^  balance  of  femer  in  the^ 
-  .  E  2      ■  government 


g6v}rnf>iinp  would  be  defirpyed^  ana  th'c  finglSlfh 
cofiiftitiitioa  but  2,  name.  And  are  you'/ thy 
Lord,  who  bayefo  powerfully  promoted  its  glory, 
to  become  .  ancillary  to  its  degradation  and  its 
danger  ?  If  you  are,  I  can  only  fay  you  have  f6r- 
gotten:  what  you  w^re. 

The  probability  of  our  becoming  viftims  to 
Mh  Pitt's  plans  of  finance,  'flioijld/in  my  mind, 
operate  very  forcibly  on  this  country.  Howiver, 
I  have  rather  confined  myfelfto  theobjeftiotis'to; 
the  principle,  than  attempted  to  argue  the  detail : 
one  thing,  however,  I  rauft  cautioh  my  cotitltry 
agiihft,  which  is  the  pfomife  held  out  of— i  great 
incr^fe  of  Englifli  Capital.  If  I  fliould  prove  a 
tnie  prophet,  ^s  to  the  future  ftate  of  this  country 
after  the  Union,  it  will  be  fuchi.  that"  fhould  any 
EDgUflii;ftan  diveft  his  property  there,  to  inveft  it 
in  fpeculation  here,  he  ought  to  be  deprived  of  the 
command  of  it! 

• '  To  'carry  a  fcheme  fo  old  in  \t%  formatlorij  fo  //z- 
Jiditius  in  its  progrefs^  fo  important  to  its  founder y 
fo  dofiruSive  to  the  country  to  which  it  is  concededy 
io' politically  dangerous  to  that,  from  which  "it  is  to 
come,  into  full  and  perfect  efte6l,  to  wind  up 
a  feries  oi  infamous  deceptions,  and  difgraceful  fidte 
intrigues^  by  the  laft  ad  of  arbitrary' authority  a 
miniiler  of  lefs  art  hut  of  more  ingenuoufnefs  than 
the  prefent,  would  have  feledled  for  his  agent— a 
cbarafter  fimilar  to  hh  jpl\  He  would  have 
looked  for  a  man  of  ftate  intrigueV  and  political 
difliniulation,  v/ho,  by' a  life  of  diplomatic  ma- 

nceuvre 


,w0f(e^  hsui  eftabUflied  the  teputation*of  a  cour^ 
per  J  y^iiliout  mueti  of  cBari^erfor  m/i»/ia^  and 

jiift^r,'  wii'ojfe  loti^  ihore  jben 

^virtue  than  aiiy  of  fife  predee^ffofsrtotild  cyer 
eflfeft,  well'  kiibws  th^'  titiUty  6tfutiic  confidence 
in  his  agent ^  fondly  defires  that  uhdefrthe  flrid^  c^ 

;.  i;j  integrity  he  may  difguife,  and^y  dT'dindiiutioQ 

,  of  it  transfer  from  i//?^/*^^  a  greit'part  of  thifat- 
te|idant  odium  ';  and  with  niuch  dunfiihg  fiactells^ 
jtiat  the  unfuffeding  candour  whiih  dtong  life]/peni 

..A^the  honourable esercife  of  arms' mu^'evkr  frbduce 
inaningenmus  mind^  may  more eajilyb^conlei prey 
to  duplicity  J  while  the  abfenceofy^/V/WwiIl.^^^^/ 
a  reidinefs  to  aB^  till  ha  has  fecured  Ymu^entcom^ 
:F»i//^^to  his  fchemes.—- Then,  my  Lprd^  the  real 
^dors  will  withdraw,  and,  wthout  remorfe,  aban* 
don  their  vidim  to  public  obloquy  and  confufiom 

Your  Excellency  arrived  in  this  country  in  pof- 
feflion  of  as  high  public  chara&er  as  any  Noble- 
man in  our  lifter  kingdom  could  boaft  j  you  are 
to  govern  us  during  ^  period  of  great  agitation, 
and  have  fubmitted  to  our*difcuffion  a  fubjeft  qf 
the  lafi  magnitude. — If  the  people  tell  you  they 
have  not  temper  to  difcufsiXy  ftifle  it.  at  the  outfet 
7— If  they  are  prone  to  difcufs  it,  and  on  difcuffion 
difapprovCy  proceed  no  farther— fecure  them  the 
means  of  2^  free  and   unbiased  enquiry^    and  of 

..  candid  determination-'^ta^i^  thdr  fentimentj  from 

ihemfelves, On  thefe  grounds,    and  on^  thefe  ^ 

^Ipncj  will  depend  the  ivifdom^    the  iniegrity  of 

^  your 
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pur  dfiqfim-^rXCitytrxi  .oa  vhiob^ott  baz^w^  aO 
your4)ublic ^Ipry,  aad  in  which,  if  you areoS^^ 
cdved,  ypu  will  caufe  the  <hfe  oF  your  political 
life  to  obfcure  the  brilliance  of  'it3  mmdian  with 
darkuefs  and  4ifgrace* 

^!Vllateyer  cv»t  the  difciiffipn  may  lead  lo^  I 
ion  prepared  to  fubimt  to  J  yet,  my  Lord,  do  not 
lippe  that  ai)  afp^aranc^  of  acijuiefcence  will  en- 
lure  rtal trmquillity. — U  tlie  meafure  h  ftifled,  t 
baFe  no  uneafinefs  for  the  profperity  of  my  coim- 
try-^If  it  is  carried,  I  &all  only  lament,  that  by 
pur  crimes  we  muft  have  offended  the  Deity^  and 
that  pur  ill'fai^  land  is  forbidden  peace.-r^Xo. 
avert  the  evil  ii  the  obje^  of  thefe  obfervations— - 
JO  defreme  k  &ould  be  the  prayer  pf  ^very 
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UNION,    &c. 


4  HE  projcftcd  mcafurc  of  an  Union,  being  a 
qucftion,  wWch  more  than  any  other,  involves 
tbc  pnefem  tranquiOity  and  future  happinefs  of 
|itdand>  I  think  !t  incumbent  on  every  maa 
interefted  in  die  wel&ire  of  his  country,  to  lay 
before  his  fellow  citizens,  thofe  confiderations 
^lat  have  cfcaped  the  obfervation  or  have  not 
been  dwelt  on  as  much  as  their  importance  de- 
ierved,  by  thofe  who  have  already  addreffed  the 
jpubUe  upon  the  fubjeft.  Thofe,  who  think  they 
^Ig^t  «>  diiplay  ^rit^n  refifting  this  meafurcj  I 
woMld  remind,  that  they  may  be  determined 
without  being  intemperate,  and  that  if  they  wifli 
to  opjpofc  the  meafure  with  cffcft,— it  is  not  by 

B  paffion, 
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pafTion^*— I  am  (incere  in  intimating  tlibhiii^  fqr 
whatever  may  be  my  own  opinions^  on  $|^^  jTub;- 
jcdt,— it  is  my  moft  fervent  wifh,  that  if  die  priXr 
pofed  meafurc  do  not  meet  the  apjpjrt^i^ttpn^ 
of  the  majority  of  the  honeft,  di0ntci:efteidt»  and 
thinking  part  of  the  commuoity^  that  if  not 
abandoned,  it  may  be  defeated ;  fince  otherwife 
this  meafure,  however  good  m  itfelf,  muftj  in 
my  opinion,  be  attended  with  incalculable  miC- 
chief.— It  has  been  infimiated  by  the  enemies 
bf  afi  Union,  and  not  contradifted  by  its  friends^ 
thatthe.fuccefsof  the  meafure  will  depend,  mpch 
upon  the  animodties  and  antipathy  wjitchojEic 
part  of  the  people  b^ar  to  another :   In  ihoi^tj  t| 
is  faid,  that  the  Catholics  out  of  hjitrcd.  and  jfj* 
venge  to  the  Orange  fadtion,  will,  favour  and 
ffarward  this  meafure,  or  at  kafl:,,  remain  neutr^ 
upon  the  occafion, — I  do  verily  believe,  fuch  J8ie» 
finuarions  to  be  utterly  falfe,  aiKi.groundieisii^ 
know  the  Catolic  body,  and  frmi  that  know;' 
ledge  I  do  cpnfidcntly  affirm^  that  they  ar4;in<Sai* 
pablc  of  being  influence^  by  fqch:  bai^;  unwow 
thy  motives  J I  know  the  Catholics  4o  9ot  {hiQfc$ 
that  the  fame  thing  can  be  for ,  the  diiadvant«e 
of  Ireland,  arid  for  the  advants^epf  the  Catbo^ 

ilC— •' 
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V^—that  delu^oH  is  ^t  in  cnd—^hcJ^atKplics 
■^Mk  it^olfea:,  that  tKey  form  the  great  rAajori- 
ifbX^^tm^^^  more  than  piny 

iftlfer  *6(Wy  cbnce^^  to*  dctejuiine  .right,  xjpori 
'^'i^^ftidAlnvp^^^^  dcs^reft,  and  mojft  cjfofl- 

^i2&  iAter^il^W their  coimt^^  faftion,  ^thw 

^  t^pjp9w       Catholics,  from  its  nurpbcri^^ 
^^  its^i^y  mtift  be  rather  the  objeft  of  pigr^ 
kn4  contempt,  than  hatred,  aiid  :revcng€Hitl|ie 
Cadi^cS  have*  been  too  long  accuftomcd  io 
OTfrcpfci*^nfcati6h  to  be  at  this  time  of  day^^n 
the  imialM  degree  afFefted  by  it— I  do  there  - 
fcrereft affiircd,  that  the  Catholics  delpifing  qn 
flieoiie  Hand  'the  fdut  imputations  of  infidiQjL?;| 
aitbet^l  men,  and' on  i;he  other  fpurmng^thc 
tffihwrthy,'ahd  difcraceful  fiiggefHons  of  djCgp:. 
Ing  nkfi  their  pretended  friends,  will  not  obierv^ 
a  fe#ifttinal  neutrality,  but  a6t  upon  this  occafii;^ 
iffkh  a  bdcoriiing  dignity  5  in  fhort,,  that  tl^ey 
WHlifed,  arid  think  on  this  bufinefs  in  a..tn^;mcr 
worthy  of  Irifhmen — whether  it  is  intended  rbii 
this  oecafion,  to  concede  to  the  CathoJifSa^  tlie 
tfffling  faVmirs  that  are  ftill  'syithheldj  J,  kaf^W 
Dol!;  but  I  would  think  it  time  idly  fpcnti,?Pj^fT 
ihonftrate  to  the  Cotholics,  thatathoughfuoffo 
triffihga  nature  fliaould  fcarcely  enter  into  their 
■  .^''■'■''  B  a  cofifi- 
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'  .'SWd^rttidn  upon  tliis  mdi6cotbus'queftteii-4 

'  ■■  ili'idcircffirig  thefe  iny  tKoughtt  »  ihe  P^P^ 

"'  oftclaid,  i^n«iftofc6urfebc&rt'0^«d'-»aadw 

'"  'ilrca  iny*'lf  particutirty.  and  chiefljrto  *c^Ca. 

' '    l^iics,  as  compoiing  thfc  pHhifipaf  part  of  that 

"     «o;:to "4e«  a,  »  Teparate  aM«»>bbdy. 


':\f.  I'l  :::i: 


there  tnay  bs^-f^iiie'  impeainanx '  tb  u  feir  I 

"     '■^if^^oii' of  tltt  mwits  of  thb  quemori  from  .  . 

^^    I^influcnceu|)onInlhmen>iioaref^^  < 

'  '    S  girfitncty  partial,  and  attached  to  Aeir  na-  -j 

'"  '  4^,  couniry^-We  may  f,^cl  ourfdm  Hutrat  the  "  ] 

'  "Xendent  country-but  My  this  «h- wei^ 
but  litde  wibh  my  countrymen;  when  thejr  fcrl- 
„   s   .^^^v-mm^-k^^  ^^^  and  degraded  the  name 
: . .     ,of  Ireianiat  prefcnt  is  among  all  oth^r  ft«u>ns,  j 

;,;:  ;.jafiiffal.p>h9fe,  .who  H,ve;tfav^ed^^ 
"  ■  .  ;^yiiiave.not.found,  that  to  the  name  of  Infll- 

:; :,.  ^^,^that  with  all  mantind.  the  firft  .«• 

;:,   :!^..ond«aisneceikrytow^^^^  , 

;:r'^ofyou;.tivity-iwo^-nc>.iniUIty^ 


'.*.£' 


.^byi^m$  t^^   I  thmk  fuch  opinions  unjuB:^ 

):  Qt^owulcf}^  9Ad  ^liberal,  knowtogas  I  do,  that 

,v,^]9>UMpaficfe;  every  quajitjr  diat'^can  adorn,  or 

r  jrqi(^^r^4>F£Uble  the  human  character,  that  you 

.  ,  ii^ufbK  a^  coiifitry, .  that  contains   the  feeds  of 

.   .jpattoQ^.greatneis^,  yes  my  cQuntrymfcn*--!  have 

.  ofisn^thoii^t  of  this,  the  thought  h^s*often  cut 

me  to  the  core-^But  it  has  left  a  deep  rooted 

fotj^cSion  upon  my  muid,  that  a  change  is  ne- 

ce0aiy  in  thatJyliem,  which  m  my  ojpmion,  ii 

*thc  foje  eaufe  of  our  weaknciS,  and  diifgracer— 

;    I  truft,  thofe  confidcratiohs  wiir'cohvlntc  you 

that  if  we  can  fatisfy  pur  judgment^,  thit  any 

.  fubftaptial  benefits  may  be  aquiredi  by  ^ciir  ac» 

.ceding  to  the  propofed mcafurc  6f an  Union,— 

..  th^t  w^  arc  about  to  make  'no  gfeat'ficrifice  of 

fecUng,  or  pride, 

Xti  difculiing  this  qucfticin  itftrtkesttie,  that 
iti^^e  are  three  things  we  ought  to  keep  fteadily 
tn  our  view,  and  never  loie  fi^t  of;  ffrftj  fee  ftate 
^f  our  Qwn  country^  ftcondlj^,  that' of  ^"ftoun try 
-we  are  going  to  unite  with,  andlaftly^jf  flic  ftate 
of  the  fijrroundirig  nations  of  lEtrit^i?^— With 
regard  to  the  firft,  i  do  h^  thit^  tti^fdf  com- 
p«tcjit,^nOr  do  I  feel  it  dc<itffefjr  heit?fQf  dccidcj^ 
-      ..■  "'"      ^  ■'  '  "      •'■■■     --^^^^-r'  •      who. 
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who^  or  what  party^  were  the  immediate  cauies 
oC  j^duciag;  the  couiltry:  to  its  preisM  mfil^rable 
H^,  i,t  is  nqt  for  me  to.fty^  at whofe  doovj  jidi 
t^e,I;d9od.of  the  tboxifands  ofmybas^mhMppf 
coimtjjjrniciv  yrhp  pcrifhed  in  ;thc  .fate  iftritfcS 
coxitcft^  "be  thatto  tjjcmif  Ives,  and  vtbcir  God,' 
^ha  ever  they  are-<^But  I  rcaHy .  diink  the  lc«ft 
benefit  we  can  .reap  ^m  this  <fear:boi3^t  ex^ 
perience,  is,  that  we  fhould  derive  an  inftmdive 
MTiP^s-r-ditt  k  thay  ^mtc  a  warning  calHng 
a(k^  4ipon  us.  tx>  take  precaurionary,  and  pre- 
iffjiis|(iv$  jsitaAires  againftthe  Irecurrcnce  offimin 
Igy^^aja^ifesv         i 

yvl  ^e^Mairi  a  great  dfeaMaid  about  btir  poK-  ^  i 

t^gal;  {jQaftiwatMi,  V  ihdepehdent  legiflature,  and  , 

iQ^I^  i^tfiinga.  isf  this  nature,  and  that  nothing 
i|U2^^ij^ilCG  .US  w  fiirrtnder  thbfe  blcflings— 
gi^^Q^y  'hcnr  long  *are  we'tabc  aniufcd,  or 
n^pjlf^  ^biilad'rv^di^  n^i^es  and'fbhns — YouhaVe 
e|({l$ripA€ttd:^  ifbll  ei^tryment  of  all  thole  boait* 
e^rljJcflSpgs^YouiiaVfc  tafttrd~A^^^  and  1 

bro^  «AQPgH»  irbeHeVe  you  have  found  them — •  j 

Tiigil^iftlff  }  what  vnjoyfitient^  I  wifh  to  fecure  to 
yQHiu'M^ -Wehidx.  intny  dpihiori  you  have  almok  I 

a  Qsf«jiip^^.  df.fcooring  by  an'Uixion  obtained 

,_.■      ;.;..;  -,     %li  .     •  »^''      ■''  '    ■  upon  I 
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^«[,  ^waifitf  &r  your  lives,  ^d^^h^,  fecmky 

^J»Wf l>ropotf j--^fccurity  for  thctitjoyhieW 

.<iif^  ftuits  ttifing  from  ckeirticm$  of  Hbhcftlit- 

.  duftry-rfdicfe  arc '  Weffii^, '  to  ^^hfch  ydi'lwrc 

^n  Ipng  Grangers,  and  therefore  otigfit  wot 

thit  mort  €0p9bit  of  cftimating'thcTr  vaStiei ' '     ' 

.  ; ,      ...."  .    .      .'  •:   -•-      ..  ,-.;-;^rt^-T 

I .  wHI  -tell  youjk   how  for  fome  f ears  fftftv 
your,  pcrlibns  have  bg#»  icaired--^j«Mi»  tetVe  hHi^ 
your  livcj  at  the  precarious  icnote  ofthe  wifl  of 
the  informer,  if  you  efcaped  his  v]^ltiicert<>^ 
were  ftill  liable  to  be  torn  from  your  homes^ 
tranfpQrted  oa  board  s^  t^nd^r^And  this  iiot  by 
the  verdift  of  ypur  {}eers,  indifia'tsdy  chofen^tti 
rec^ui^ed  b^.  (he  yery  liril^>and.&ndanicfllftt  pSh*^ 
c*^l£S.o^t|ie  f  OQ^it;utio9  W0  ^U!e  &dmp&0(^b^ 
no^  but.bjf  the  Jlat  of  ;i  (eyt  ymMi^mft 
prejudiced,  tyrannical^  pe(ty  nuifiib^s^ ;  $^$ttlr 
perfons  wec^  furtbfir  expofed: no  tbe  )fwyv  i^M' 
infult  of  aqi  uDbridted^  licentious,  feldisry^^^^^d  ^ 
as  if  this  M^cre.not  !?nqwghnfor  M^  /mt^km  ^*^ 
/^fifii?»  of  yQvr^iVvCSj  and  p^rfiwis,-i^a-  fyftAii' <if* 
torture^  Ipog-aj^andooed  in  frery  (ivitisdfcd'^vti^  ^ 
try  for  i|5  i^jfuffickaicyj^  i^^  bM*8K^, 

was  revived,  and  its  ufe  generally  adopted— 

But 
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But  tf  by  iiny  chance  yoM  cfcaped  from  thofe. 
k^zcd/ ind^moified^   licenced  violations  of 
j^cre^  law^  and  conftitutiof^  pcrhapss  that  very 
tiutffgy^yaur  Jo  ejcafing  expofcd  you  to  the  (iif- 
piekisn  of  another  partyi  and  rendered  you  in 
their  eyes  a  fit.  objeA  fpr  proKcription^   ami 
marked  you  for  the  dagger  of  th?  af&nin^— In  ' 
this  fituation  what  property  had  any  man  he 
CQuId  for  a  moment  call  his  own?  expofed  on  one 
fide  fo  military  extortion,  military  burnings,  and 
nulitary  free  quarters  >¥nhout  redrefr,  or  any  . 
^^rei*  to  appeal  to  for  relief^  expofcd  on  the 
other  to  the  midnight  robber  who  come  fo  raife  ^ 
tcontributions  in  the  name,  and  for  the  good  of 
Ac  cap^,  while  you  were  deterred  from  bringing 
thpft,  offenders  to  juftice^  as  youmjjftbe  ccr-  , 
t«|«i  of  adding  loft  of  lifc  to  lofs  of  property  for 
fiid^ng — it  is  unneceflary  for  me.  to  add, .  that 
i»..fijch  eircumftanccs,   confidence,  and  ci-cdic 
fcttllySe^mnisVminds,  without  which  the  com- 
merce, or  trade  of  a  nation,  cannot  cxift— it  I^ 
not  natural  for  m^n  to  mak^f  .great  exertions  t^ 
afiuint,  ox*  ^ncrcafe  property,  when  the  poffes- 
fiojQa.or  ergoymeitf,  are  infecurp,  and  uncertain  in 
ibcb  f  ircqxQftancres  every  efficient  fpur  to  indurv 
i»  deftroyed--^hen  I  afk  you  my  countrymefi 

ape 
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—arc  you  fp  ennamoured  with  this  order  of 

gef-iizvi  Icd^om,  ^nd 'h^fcit,''  po<«retftl, ' 
liiFl^^noV'Mcy^^'^^^  are)  fii'  fccciitcUfcif,''^ 
an^'*  Tacinatcd  '^  ybu^  that^  it  Would  '^e'^j^ain-  ' 
fill*  to  yoii  now  to  clfiangc  to  aftatc  of^'p^^e^  ^ 
fccunty^^  ana  trariquil'rcpofe  ?  'do  you'wiili  *to 
perpetuate,'  difturbance,  divifion,  aridVnflirfifcb- 
tidii,  and  convert  thcpi  incb  k  laftfng  ihlieij-  ' 
tanec  to  bcqiitich  to  yoiir  pbfterity?  aii'd If khifl* 
be  hot  a  change,  a  fpeei^y  cllange'-^tbo^ It' witl ' 
bc^  tiie  only  Inheritance  ydu  '^tll^haVe'  to'*fcav^" 
tliein^litha^'f  hive^xagg^  iiOtlhlf'i 

piaineft'^  niin ''W!]^'  bil  icbfh^tetit  *  to  cfctdrfmi^" 
•-^e'Mi^^^.ci^fi^fe  il^^Mtitrottodr^Be^ 
td^d*{^';^^^f^i^^  prb^^' 

tcft^'i  danlbfdoWl^ive  af  Wi-etchto  ven^J,  fe  ckl-  '^ 

wIfti^tlfe^%unti^'to";r^  day^ri  W^ 

preferit  d^^-^Ctnk^  bi  faid;  'thit  the  fitiiation  ' 
I  hkv^^g^it^d'Wi^^actfiadi^  rtiky-tiev^f  "^ 

h^ppikl^im^  ^{itTtnift'tb  a  be  able  td  fhe\5r  ^^ 
in'ty'^?e^iie1*cf^tfief(*^ffi^^^  are  not  ''■ 

reduc^ii' to'tfur  prefcrft' '  fitiiatioh'  by  atcldentai/ ' 
or  feitradi-i^rrafy  dfHimliahceg,  IS'iir  tSat  ft  grew 
out  ofth^"  /yifem  ^r^*'vs^ichS?ve  4lVe/^ a  lyf^  '^ 


'tcih' 


tern  wpletc  v^itk  every  inifchief,  which,*P-.if  aqjc 
^changed,  will,  and  muft  produce  calamities  fo 
to  this  country  as  great,  and  as  difmal,  as  any 
that  have  already  happened— for  the  prefent  IjfliaU 
.aJffurnc  it  as  granted,  that  a  change  is,  neceflaryr-f 
abfoiutcly  neceflary  to  the  falvation  of  the  coun- 
^try—rthe  queftion  then  occurs,-— what  change  is 
.the  moft  defirable,  the  moft  attainable,  and  the 
moft  fijited  to  the  fituation,  the  exifting  circumy 
ftances,  and  exigencies  of  the  country  ? 

There  are  three  kinds  of  change  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  different  parties,  which  at 
preftnt  divide  the  people  of  this  diftrafted  coun^ 
try,  namely,  firft  a  feparation,  fccondly  Britifh 

connexion  with  a  reformed  legiflature,  and 
thirdly  an  Union— I   fhall  now  confider  them 

fcparately,  ^  and  diftinftly,  and  firft  of  a  change 
by  feparation— it  is  pcrfeftly  clear,  that  while 
the  Britifh  •  Empire  ftands,  Ireland  feparating 
hcrfelf,  and  cftablifliing  a  complete  indepen- 
dence by  meaus  of  her  own  ftrength,  and  by 
her  own  exertions,  unaided,  and  unaflifted  by 
foreign  power  is  aii' idea  fo  wild,  aad  extraVa- 

gant,  that  It  cotrid-^fcarcely  eiitcr  into  the  ton- 
ception  of  thcf  riioft  vifionary,  enrhufiaftic,  dif- 

''    '^- ~'  S  • '  •  ^ '•  '"'■      ^  ■'      '^ '     Ordered 
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brdcred  imagination— if  the  mcafure  be  attain^ 
'atle^  It  muil  be  by  railing  in  foreign  aid,  and 
ak  ^things  arc  fituated,  it  is  to  France  alone  wc 
could  "look  for  fuccour  on  fuch  an  ocGafion— 
let  lis  how  lee,  what  fucccefs  is  likely  to  attend 
the  attempts  of  France  to  invade  this  country, 
and  the  attempts  of  thofe  who  invited  and 
would  join  the  invaders :  to  determine  this,  wc 
Kho'uld  confider,  tow  the  two  rival  nations  at 
prcfent  ftand  with  regard  to  each  other— France, 
with  a  ihattered  marine,  her  ports  blockaded, 
and  the  growing  dilcohtents  of  her  people,  the 
government  to  fay  the  leaft  not  upon  a  very 
llabk  foundation— England  on  the  other  hand 
pofreilecl  of  a  navy  fuch  as  the  world  never  faW 
before,  'which  rides  triumphant , over  all  tHe 
feas,  as  far  as  winds  blow,  or  waters  roll,  with 
400,000  men  in  her  pay  at  this  m^xitnt^  riot 
for  the  defence  of  England  alone,  byt  for  the 
defence,  fccurity,  proteftipn,  and  preferyation 
of  every  part  of  the  Empire,  valuing  the  con- 
nexion as  dearly,  as  England  does,  ani  ought  \ 
and  eftimating  Irel^d*  a$  the  faireft,  ^nd 
moft  yi^uablc  j^wcl  in  the  imperial  diadem, 
depend  upojnit^  fooncjr  thaa  fc^  Ireland  wreftcd 
from  her  (he  would  Ipend  the  laft  guinea  (he 
c  2  had 
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kad,  and  fpiU  the  laftdrop  of  her  blood  ify  rc- 

fiftirtg  'the  attempt  i — to  any  man  who  reflet  a 

moment  upon  the  prclcnt  fituation  of  Engi^nd^ 

and  the  prcfent  fituation  of  Europe,  it   m\A 

^    appear  certain  beyond  the  poflibiHtyof  doubt, 

that  before  a  feparation  could  be  accompIiAiedj 

Ireland  fhould  be  the  theatre  of  the'  blpodieft 

ftruggle  between  the  two  greateft  nations  on 

earth — before  fuch  an'  event    can  happen,  in 

Ireland  muft  the  fun  of  Britifh  glofy  fet  for 

'      ever — the  Britifh  lion  mufl  perifii  in  the  laft 

dyke  of  Ireland— thefe  arc  the  events,;    that 

muft  precede  the- feparation  of  England  from 

Ireland, — but  fuppofing  a  feparation  under  the 

aufpices  of  France  feafibk;  and  accomp^Hhed.— 

It  is  certainly  a  fair  qtjeftion,*  to  afk,  what  ane 

expe^ed  to  be  the  friifts  of  this  hard  fought 

^       contefl: Pi^in  "we    anfwer  this*  queflioo-  more 

fairly,  than*  by  looking  at  thcrfc  countries,-  where 

iPfancehas  extendedl her  aid,  or  interfefeiicc?-** 

that  6nce'  happy  country  of  Switzerlofldy  where 

the  French  were*  invited,  and  aided -by*  ibmc 

\5f  its  deluded:  unhappy  peopfe,  the  peaceable, 

u^jofFending  S  wife  can.  tell,  *  whether*  the  anxious 

'   "" '  Hrie,'  and  objeft- of 'French  policy  be  not  to 

*■       itkrerld  French  dominion,  and  in  attafaiag  this 

''-^^^   .^^^J"-        ^.   •       ^         .•    .:'.->•  ■     how 


h0(w  iittk  the  walfarct  or  happinefi  of  an^.pco*- 
^c«ra  CQnIuicred>— Holland  toQ^  -W}i?n^  ^fV^ie 
fHpnade  of  commercial  greatnef^^  ami.  natipnal 
..pret^envQcncCj  in  thecourfc  of  a  few  ni^pths, 
her    luuBc  wa$  almoft   erafed    from  i;hc   lift 
jcrf  iiatioiis,~-and   dus    by    the,  all    Wilting 
.  coaMgipn  of  French  connexion-<^if  .fiK^d^  be 
the  prefeot  dilpoiicionj  and  ob^Q:  of  lili^nce 
i(m  it  be  .0ntendedf  that  co^tmy^fffjh^  ^d^ 
of  nature^  her  aoEdntioa  will  becop^ ,  f^futed, 
her  Ittft  of  dominion  diminifh^  J9j^^de.crea(c» 
;  2$  ihe  beconoes  more  powerful^,  and  fMCCQ&fols 
mhin  ihe  fees  her  ancient,  ^nd  fpciiiida^le 
jriyal  profirate  in  the  dufiy  w|ien .  ^cryi  iha- 
.4ow  of  refiftance  toher  will^  inuit^  .aban-  ' 
ck3ped>  when  ihe  becomes  ^ke,aIu;i<^lt  Rpmc^ 
,the.  model  which  iltie  *ii^ms  ^o  ,fet  i^p  f(^  her* 
.ielf,,  the  mifoefsj^nd  fupr^me  asjt^tre^  of  the 
worki.«-nI  wiib.  vfky  Ckn;iatryn^  t0  , weigh 
owettj  liov  ianfy-  f^ffibli  wider  eidftu^ig  dr- 
vCiMRftgocisaa  %arfaipn  niitft,  bej^ii^djf  .to  be 
,  attained,  t^it  nu}^  he  by  wadjLiig  th^oug^ 
mersof  b]|oc^,.  ibat  th/^y  muftbe.pi^ared 
.to  endure  ^^e  ,mo&  ui^wreU^d  i^eringip, 
and  calawties  .before  it  ^can ^  be.  a^co{^p|iihed, 
.and  above  all;  to  coisiider .  iirelji  c^o^w.  cjopbtful 
muft  the  advantages  of  fucb  a  meafure,  not 

to 
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*  to  tliem&Iyf  $  but  even  to  tb^r  UteH  pofteirUjr* 
^l»ip  4? -a  ,cafe  ftiUy  opeu  to  ihc  judgment, 
a|id,d(?(;ifiQn  of  any  man  of  plal^^  aafophia»> 
catcd  reafbn— I^m  aware  ib^t  there  vtc  imn, 
of  abilities  will  tell  you — tbis  is  all  cbimera.— 
That  tbcf  cduM  pdtt  out  fudi  "precautionary 
IMdures^  as  w^uld  )>revent  the  fime  thing 
^ipeniiig  in  b^nd^  which  has  regularly, 
ito»ib^  ttnifbnnly^  ^faaj^^tJd  fn  every  country, 
iR^ch  has  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  the 
mffiftanbe  and  interference  of  Prknce.--^By 
0»ritr  iiigrauity^  they  may  deceive  you,  but 
ibey  moft  be  noes  of  very^fanguine  difpoCti- 
pt|8f  tibi  \  be  deceived  tfaenffelves^  and  c^ous  as 
merfTli^fed^to  be  the  difpofitions  of 'thcfe 
Rdlb&pfaibrsi  who  in  their  phyfical  expcri- 
QEicnts  torture  a  i  bni;^  ^-^anintal^  far  mote  fo 
n^ft  be  the  dlfpofidons  dt  men,  who  are 
coaleat  to  tfy<  poKticat  ekp^ments  at  thV 
cejrtotn  rexp^nce  of  tto  f^tune^  and  Hves  of 
t^Htefawds  irf  their  "■  Mow  country men-^But 
althti'  I  think  Franoe  eaonot  ifi^nd  here  any 
^  dKcibnt^  and  ^edual  force  <  to  accomplilh  a 
fiapertititiin,  yet  it  isf  certain  that  during  the 
cjfiwiiduance  of  the  war/ and  how  long  it  may 
opotinue  the  wifeft  man  eannot  fiy ;  French 
I  .}  Frigates 
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frfgrtte^  i^^liienevtf  they  Cain  tiufle  the  i^^t* 
Mme  pf'  the  Englilh  Hcets/  aird  wafted  liy  a 
^oarable  gale  .will  vifit  ont  ^ates^ftotti 
nhiAe  ^^  tttrie,  and  ^bark   iipon  oiir  doafts^^ 

I(is  a$  certain  that  many  of  our  difcon- 
tej^tcd ,  cpyntry m^p^T-^nd .  c^&ontented;:idief 
mu^  be  as^Jong  as  the  j^refent  fjnS^m  poni^ 
tinuea  will  repair  to  the  fiauidar d  of  the  iaim- 
der;   then    again  Mihman.  wiE  i>e  .engaged 
ag^inft  Iriibman,  and  after  the  invader  has 
made  fpoie  progrefs,  and  done  mudi^piifcliiei^ 
he  will  furrender  i  and  nothing  remata  to  be 
done  unleia  to  doom  thofe  of  my  unhappy 
counrrymen  who  joined  the  invader  ajid  ha?gc 
not  faUen  in  the  field,  either  tp.  the  Glbbee 
or  the  Tender  i— thus  the  Tragedy  ydu  have 
fccn  aded  notjmany  weeks -ago  y<>u  wilLfte 
repeated  and  reprefented  again  and  agacui.^^ 
For  the  Frepch  conceive  tM$  kingdom  to  be 
a,  yi^lnqrable  point  in  their  aiQtagqnifts' fide V 
they  have  men  e])oi:^h  to  Ipare^  wbofe  Hv^ 
they  little  regard^  j^  it  is  certain  they^thiftk 
n^f^re  of  t]i^c  c^fure  of  one  erf  th^ir  moSbif-^ 
flgnificant  Sloops  of  War,  than  they^jdo  of 
the  anbihilation  of  an  entire  ^Regi«aent>**^*pd 

this 


i6 
ttislijr  tlie>f  OBgbtfe»ttadi]is»  tlbt  if;ljbe)i^^ 

thiftkfe  lktlecrft|irfetteoftbeir.ofim|m|i(w 
it  b  not  reafonabie  to   cxped  they  imBW: 
tfaiok  much  of  ours  > — ^indeed  a&  Uftory  viH 
ihew  us  how  fittle  in  fimflar  drcnin&ikes 
one  nation  can  depend  upon  the  filth  6f  Shb^ 
ther,  even  in  a  Very  decent  inftance^the  VM^ 
happy  indifgenits  in  La  Vendee  fay  that^they 
did  not  receive  thit  affiftance;  and  cb'^dra^  ' 
tion  they  were  led  to  e:sped  ^roin'£ngIindV 
the  fate  of  the  unhappy   Emigrants  In  th'fe 
<^iber6n  expedition  is  toorecent^andtoo  nie-  * 
lanciioly  to  make  it  neceflary  for  me'to' dwell 
upon — ^^At  prelent  the  brave  the  honed  Bra- 
banters  who  but  four  years  ago  received  thfe 
French  wit^  open  arms    as  their  defiverert 
from  the  yoke  oiF  Auftria,  now*  gafied  ty  thfe 
yoke,  and  goaded  by  the  iTyranny  of  PrahceV 
have  rifen  in  rebellion   and  inrurre^dh ;  of 
courfe  "according  to  the  ufual  policy  pur(ued  > 
by  contending  nations   they  are  encouraged 
and  promifed  aid  and  afllftance  from  the'pow- 
ers  at  war  with  France ; — Ibelieve  they  will 
find  thcmfelves  deceived  they  will  nof  receive 
any  effectual  affiftance,  and  I  believe  that  after 
throwing  away  their  lives   and  displaying  a 

courage 
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'coiirage/aiid!»:airei^.wbrth7  0£fQ^         tfct^ 

'  V':  *  *"-  ■  '-'  ■  ^  -  \  -.  .  ^  .'  .  ^  r  '  • 
.  £iij(  .wbilf .  we  rcinaii^  in  ftt(|^nce,  an4  <io«bt« 
ful  aoxiovs  expedition  of  a  French  invafion» 
in  the  profpe^  of  a  Reparation,  what  treat- 
rtOQt  are  wc  to  <:cpe^  from  England,  to 
W^bfe  pQWcr  we  certatrtry  nauft  lie  expofed  ? 
confidcr— -the  peopia  of  Kngjajtid  ate  engaged 
aimofi  with  linaniiftity  in  a  War.  carried  on 
with,  the  greateft.am^iofity,  and  deadly  hatred 
agai0{|[  an  enemy,  whopi  they  eoficeive  to  aim^ 
at  th^rir-h^pltiefe,  and  that. of  all  Europe,-— 
while  jtbeq  England  .  believes  the^  people  of 
thki  optintry  are  allied  to  that  enemy  in  prin- 
ciple, aod4ife  engaged  tq  deliver  up  the  coun- 
try t<).hifti,  can  it  naturaiiy  be  expe^ed  frooi 
h^i  that  fte  fliould  have  ears  for  Iriih  com* 
plaint?,  ox  fteKngs  for  Iri(h  fuffering? — no,*— 
fht  will  treat  Iceland  as  a  conquered  country-^ 
aS  a  country  tenable  but  by  force,  (he  will 
rvA^  Ireland  tvith  a  rod  of  iron.  And  it  is 
to  bt,  rertc4ftb*red, — that  while  England  keeps 
this  ^^untry  frpm^thc  grafp  of  France,  whife 
flic  <ai}  draw  frort  Ireland  the  ttfiial  fopply  of 
D  men 


men  to  recruit  her  Armies,  and  id  an  her 
fleets,  England  may  go  on,'  and  flourilh, — ;and 
this  fhemaydo;  although  Ireland  at  the,  fame, 
time  be  hurrying  on  with  accelerating  force 
to  the  profoundeft  depths  of  mifcry,  and  de- 
folation. 

I  i]ow  come  to  the  fecond  kind  of  change 
which  I  fuppofe  to  be  in  the  contemplation 
of  many  people  that  oppofe'  an  Union,— tlxis 
is  to'  prefer ve  the  pfefeht  connexion  with 
England,  and  feekby  peaceable,  and  legal  means 
a  reform,  ^s  the  remedy  far  all.  our  ills,  and 
complaints ;  this  is  a  meafure^  that  wears  fO; 
fair  an  afpecl,  and  is  in  general  entertained 
by  men  of  (b  much  refpeftability,  and  fa 
pure  intentions,  that  I^  think  the  meafure.de- 
ferves  eonfideration  more  from  the  refpefta- 
bility  of  the  quarter  it  comes  recomn^cnded 
from,  than  any  thing. in  itfelf ;  men  in  their 
zeal  for  an  objeft  fo  fair  feem  to  have  over- 
looked the  difficulty  of  its  attainment,  the 
friends  an^  well  wifhers  of  this  change, 
ground  their  hopes  upon  this,  that  the  Bri- 
tifli'  Covernment  will  now^  grow  wife  from 
what  is  paft,— that  they  wilP  fee  the  impolicy 
^  •  .  of 
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of  the  fyftem  hitherto  purfued,  and  now  be- 
gin to  concede  to  the  wiQies  and  conciliate 
the  aiFcclions  of  the  people  of  Ireland  s  this  is 
plauiGble,  and  what  1  royfelf  think  would  be 
wife  ariid  juft  in  the  government  of  England 
but  I  am  not  now  to  take  into  my  confide- 
ration  what  I  think  would  be  wife  in  them 
to  do,  but  if  chey  are  likely  fo  to  do ;  now 
every  inducement,  every  argument  that  is  now 
ufed,  or  can  be  ufed  for  this  purpofe  applied 
with  tenfold  force  at  different  periods  fincc 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  at  a 
time  when  England  was  difcomfited  in  all 
her  projefts,  in  the  hour  of  her  diftrefsj,  ^nd^ 
in  the  days  of  her  adverfity,  when  her  enemy 
was  in  the  full  career  of  conqueft  unchecked, 
and  almoft  unoppofed,  threatening  moft  feri- 
oufty  the  overthrow  of  every  government  in 
Europe,  at  a  time  too  when  the  people  of 
England  were  much  divided,  when  in  Ire- 
land a  moft  formidable  confpiracy  had  reared 
its  head,  and  was  rapidly  gaining  ground^  at 
that  time  the  Britifh  Minifler  was  told, — what  . 
madncfs  not  to  unite  air  the  people,  of  Irelaijci 
in  the  common  caufe  againft  the  common 
enemy }  this  warning  came  from  the  pro- 
D  2  phetic 
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.  phjctic  yoke,  and  was  urged  with  the  zeal,  and 
abiHty^^  of  ?  Burke,  that  prodigy'  of  genius 
|w>d  curnamtnt  of  his  country  •,  yet  tender  all 
tbe(e  }wful  menacing  circumftances,  we  fee 
tb^t  not  one  of  thofe  advifed  fteps  to  conci- 
li^^te  .the  people  of  Ireland  was  purfued  ;-— the 

.  JEtppire  is  ftill  governed  by  the  fame  men 
^nd  the  fame  counf^ls,  and  in  the  natne  of 
gopd  fcnfewhat  well  groiinded  expectation 
can  now  be  entertained,  (except  we  fuppofe 
the  ,  courfe  of  nature  changed)  that  at  this 
day  when  the  enemy  is  checked  and  hum- 
Jbled,  when  England  is .  fluihed  with  fuccefs 
^ftcr  a  feries  of  victory,  and  after  a  rebellion 
in  Ireland  cruihed,  that  fhe  will  in  the  hour 
of  tiiumph  become  wife,  and  learn  moderation 
from  profperitf,  and  therefore  be  now  more 
eafily  induced,  or  more  eafily  terrified  to  com- 
pliance with  our  wiihes  and  demands  ? — no, 

^  no,  it  is  an  idle  groundlefs  expectation. 

By  'a:  reform  is  1  fuppofe  generally  meant  a 
reform  in  the  Commons  houfe  of  Parliament, 
that  the  people  flibuld  have  a  full,  and  adequate 
tepreferitatioh,  thatis,  to  extend,  andencreafe 
the  democratic  part  of  the  omfttturion  }  any 
other  kind  of  reform  would  be  abortive,  and  not 

worth 
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wor^th  cpnfidcring— now,  if  thcre^were  wanting 
an  argument  to  fl:ew,  how  impraiJlicable,  'and 
tinattainablefuch  a  meafureis.  However  ddlira- 
ble  it  mud  be^  copfider,  that  in  England  Tuch 
reform   had  long  been  the  iFavourite  meafure 
of  the  moft  refpefltable  part  of  the  community, 
and  the  darling  objecl  of  the  bulk  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  now  every  idea  of  it  is  abandon- 
ed^ except  by  a  party  more  zealous,  than  nu- 
morous,  or  refpedable,  the  minifter  has  fatis- 
fied  the  people  of  England,  that  this  would  be 
a  dangerous  time  to  attempt  any  material  al- 
teration in  the  frame  of  the  Legiflature^ — It  is 
the  leading  principle,  the  difiinguifhing  cha- 
raderiftic    of  the  prefent    adminiii'ratibn    to 
refift  all  fuch  attempts  to  reform— now  if  the 
minifter  flipuid  b^e  induced  to  yield  to  the 
wiihes  of  the  people  of  Ireland  in  this  tefped, 
and  |;rsint  a  reform  in  parliament— with  what 
face  ?  with  what  confiftency  could  he  after- 
.  wards,  ftand  up  in  his  place,  and  oppofe  re^ 
form  in  England,  when  bo.  might  well  be 
a&ed  i  what  objecUcm  can  ypu  |iaye  now  to 
refcarm— will  you  iay,  tjii^  is  ,^Xi^^  for  ro* 
form  in  Irelaod> — wbere  tha|>epple  ire  greatly 
diia0edcd, — ^wheye  they  h;^yeJi^4  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

■:...•?..  'tO' 


to  take  breath  fincc  the  fuppreflion  of  rebel- 
lion,, an  d  will  you  fay  now,  that,  it  is  not  a 
time  for  reform  in  England,  where  the  peo- 
ple arc  beyond  example,  United  m  the  defence 
of  their  king,  and  country  ?  or  he  inight  be 
afked,  did  he  chink  the  people  of  Ireland  more 
enlightened,  than  the  people  of  England,  more 
advanced  in  ^civilization,  and  therefore  fitter 
to .  enjoy  ^h^  bleifings  of  a  free  conftitution, 
and  to  exercife  the  rights  of  a  free  people?  it 
is  .top  abfurd,  to  think,  that  while  the  con- 
neclioD  laR^  with  England,  reform  in  Ireland 
can  ever  precede  reform  in  England,  to  re- 
quire ine  to  add  another  word  upon  the 
fubjed. 

There  now  remains  according  to  the  order, 
and  divifion  I  laid  down  to  myfelf, .  the  pro- 
poied  meafure  of  an  Union — which  at  prefent 
engages  the  attention  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ; 
that  this  is  attainable,  there  is  little  doubt, 
that  it  is  the;  only  efficient,  beneficial  change, 
that  is  fo,  I  have  myfelf  as  little  doubt — the 
qaeftion  comes  to  this — (hall  w^  rem  lin  as  wa 
are,  or  ihall  we  embrace  the  offer  of  an 
Union? — in  thinking  that  a  change   is  neeef- 

fary. 
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fary, — that  opinion  is  not  founded  mei*ely  upori* 
the  confideration  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try, or  of  any  recent  occurrences,  my  opinion  is 
grounded  uponaconviftion;  that  the  fyftem  under 
which  we  live  is  radically  bad,  that  the  connfeftiori 
that  now  exifts,   and  always  has  exifted  between 
the  two  countries,  is  the   moft  abfiird,   the  m'ofl: 
mifchievous>  that   ever  /ubfifted ,  between  lany ' 
two  countries^ — the   firft  law  of  the  cohnciion 
is,  that  the  Crown  of  Ireland  is  for  ever  annexetl' 
to  the  imperial  Crown  of  England .j   that  who- 
ever may  happen  to  be  king,  of  England,   is  ipfo 
fadlo  king   of  Ireland — thus  independent   Ire-? 
land  has  no  power  to  chufc  her  own. king;  nay 
nor  to  retain  her   own  king  only    during  the  • 
.  pleasure   of  the   people  of    another  country — ► 
would  to  God>  tliis  kind  of  andependenee  had 
only  proved  a-b^urd   in  theory,  but  the  mifchief 
isfuUy  equal  to  the  abfurdity  of  the  connexion 
— In  the  laft  century  when  the  Parliament  raifed 
the  ftandard  of  rebellion  againft:  their  Sovereign 
Charles,  the    native    Irifti  remained  fteady   io 
their  loyalty  to  the  throne,    and  attachment  to 
the  pcrfon   of  their  king,  and  for  that  loyalty 
they   experienced  the  moft' cruel    perfecutloii 
froi^  the  ufurper  Cromwell,  or  rather  the  de 
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fsL&o  king  of  England— bcfbi*  the  clofe  of  the 
lame  ce^ltu^y,  and  before  that  generation,  which  * 
Imd  fxtffkted  (o  miieh  fc^  their  loyafty  to  tlieif 
fovcreigR^  had  pafled  away>  thelrifli  were  once 
more  te  experience  the  itrifchief  of  the  unhappy" 
conae£kidh*^die  Engfifti  Parliament  dethroned ' 
King  JaiHea^  but  he  Mras  ftW  enthroned  in  the 
hearts  of  his  Irifli  futgefti,   Siey  difplayed  their 
ufuai  fideiity>  which  ha^  fo  diftinguiflied    the 
Iriih  ^hdrafter  in  the  page  6f  hiftoryi  for  which 
as  be£)^,  they  paid  rrtoft  dearly,  and  underwent 
altnoft  a  century  of  ftlSering,  and  petfecution,— ^ 
but  the  &d  jale  ts  too  genet^atly  kiiown^  tck)' 
deeply  impre^d  on  the  minds  o£  Iriihnften  to 
rendtp  ic  ^leccflary  for  me  to  dwell  oh; ' fo  that 
a  prrfofi  il^  alinod:  tempAted  on  fii^  confident^ 
tioni  w  conclude^  that  the  uiAappgT  Ififl»,  be 
they  4oyal^  <w  be'they  difloyal  are  doomed  by ' 
providence  t^mifery,  and  fiffiwingr^^but  ^  iitde . 
reflexion  will  fatisfy  us,  that  icnatufalfy,  and* 
neceflarily  afifes  otk  of  Ac  fyftcm  under  which 
we  live,  out  of  thbvery  independent  conncdion, 
for  the  cofttinuanee,  and  perpetuation  of  which, 
we  arc  gravely  told  r  it  woiiHbe^ifciit'woroIdbc* 
patriocic  td  ftied  thd  blood  of  the  Country,— that 
counttryj'  whieJi  has  aJrcady  Wed;  at  every  ptj^re  * 
.*'■         .  —the 
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fully  the  <fli^j?hfcf  ftlfoofib^ 

Cm-^if  I  .israted   fwihcr  proof  I3£^vfibfiiih<^ 

IneedoB^qtU  to  minder  wh$^paffisd  t^B%ff  .f^ 
day^  wlijCB  it  mB  ^opofed  i^  €h«  >9t^t<0(  ^^'*'^^ ' 
Iiameiit>  to,7t«lc€  di^  ftatse  cf  Ivek^ix^  iiMairj^Jieig  tji.j 
conljtiff^raiioni  and  to  cnqHire  into  ^.  ^  oatllH:  r  I 
of  the  ^Wisflijtisnt*,  and^rie^n^es  df  tfabe^pe^^j  ; 
*-^he",flMBsft«r^  tdld  thc-Jtoltifti  JBm^m&fiHiv  i 
Aat  liiey  ha^flo  power  toinrtrfonQ,  thatliie'*  • 
landju^a^  &fife!  a&d  tndopenAetit  Paiiiaii^sm  dE  ^ 
her  ottfio^whioh^wwaloiiec^  IcgSlacd 

for  Irekiid/  ahdi!  to  doce^tmine  ttbe!  propafcd 
que^bn^llhtiir  ik»8  «an  Unfui^inoiintafa       barr 
rier  vriiifed  otit  of^-dordiw^n  independent  coh- 
nexien;^  againft-aU>  teHii^  ^  d^  >.  e^en  >  ^nqpsir^  .  toto 
our  bomplmtts^r^thus  uri^  iniult  added  to  injufjT 
by  drift; /jti0dBcr)ri6fvIi^  iiiKfcpendciicc:»M-ibj8     ^ 
this  i^^it  is  K now  prciwd^^ ^mt  ^xnder ■  tbc  prefe»t5 . 
€Ono(i6kion/thcBrtttihnrmiiiftec,  mdiofe  councils 
jBuffct  ever  fway^   Ii^iiindi : » may  •  cominuL  the^ 
fnoft  Jlagitiom^aftsiof:  ^ppi^lfionj  «iid  .cr»w 
city  'lawardsv  the"  people vbf:<^s..^i!tow*y  widt.. 
•     '   "^  ' -  E  impunity, 
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imptmUy,  irith  the  maftf^rfe^  fecurity^  £orbgiz 
3rond  the  ittch  of  the  IrUh  PsrUamen£  he  is  o^^ 
tsinly  placed^  aod  the  Britifli,  never  can  caUIam 
to  account  ibr  any  a6i:<>fi»al-adaumib^ti9nlqt 
IrtUndj  as  tiM  would  be  a  violation  of  the  ^n«r 
no&ian>  aod  of  the  independence  of  thelriih£ai'& 
«fiient«--d[hi6  we  have  gdveniers  without  reipon-; 
fifatlity«^no  governor  of  our$  has  to  dread  aoi 
smpeadtciient,   like  the  fucceflbr^  of  Warren 
Hafts^  ^•— «ven  the  redrefs»  which  the  wretched 
fiactvsea  of  Indoftan  were  held  entitkd  to^  mud 
under  our  pne^nt  coiuie&ion  be  wkhheld  froov 
the  people  of  free^  and  independent  Irehnd-^ 
Under  ^ur  preient  conne&ion  we  are  eatpo^ 
in  the  folleft  manner  to  Britiih  oppreflion,  buc 
we  are  excluded  from  Britiih  prptedioni  agaiif 
I  repeat  it,  the  iyftem  is  radically  bad^t  muft 
be  ehanged**-look  to  the  hiftory  of  thb  conneC«^ 
tion,  in  every  page  you  will  fee  the  dtfrnal^  bale^ 
full  effafts  of  this  wretched  fyftem  written  in 
charafter^  of  Wood,  filled  widi  diftra&ion,  and 
divilion,  a  feries  of  iriiurreftions  under  various 
(hape^  and  denominations-— under  the  preient 
conne<Slfon^  it  has  almoft  became  a.maxim  in  pbli* 
tical  fci^n^e^  that  inftirreAions  are  periodical,  and 
retmil  it  ftated  intervaisi  and  that  a  good  pdiid-: 
y  *  cian 
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dirh  ^ah  calciikte  the  happening  of  an,infar4*ce-» 

6&h  in  Ireland,   witli  as  much  certainty,  as  m 

sfttonttmer  can  the  occurrence  of  an  ecltpfe,  or 

vkff  ftthcr  phenomenon  of  nature — Thefe  events 

,  wfifch  I  have  juft  ftated  as  marking  the  hiftorj^' 

oldtirconnedtion,  are  undeniabfe,  and  mtyn  diet 

fcrtowledge  of  almoft  every  man  j— in  furAer 

cfe^ilofthk  Wretched  fyftem^  I  hscve  heard  from  ^ 

men  oF  experi^ncje  md  more  than  ctmimtirii  tibr**  * 

#ri^l6ii$  tioitichas  happened,  dbat  ^  oortaiiif 

p^i^etfuHoFi^  ^a^viog  fallen  out  with  Hxt  mmi^i 

ftrjra  diit  thefale  of  his  mtcrdl,  ^tid  inflaenije, 

refuSlfd  tb  the  OHu^ry,  wHece  hi$  taftueQoe  ^ 

1^,  ^  tbcfoi^,  and  by  agents  there,  repc*;-' J 

fented  todie  pea&mry  die  handfiiips  tHeyMa-r : 

Ixnucd  wider,  jtyd}es:ic^ (tertk^r,aa(ithacrthf^;t 

tnft  I  if^y  <^f  obtairiingi.  wHef  would  be?  by  m^** } 

TcBAsm-i  <k(^  fepi«fti^ti<>n»  had  the  d^ei^red  ^ 

eflfcft,{  die,  ifwtch^d  pearf^mry  rofe  wiA  fujjy 

un^r  the  name  bfWhifc^fiays^  ancjoth^r-fuciiif 

^deiE^kminaiioniH^the  nobk3k>rdihmreton<54-:in!i 

triumph  to  th«  feat  of  govcsEnmcnt,  ^d;obtftttiT'  t 

ed  the  terms  h^  fou^  for*  ^n.  prpmife  pf  l«id»?::  i, 

ing  hi^  aid  :in  foppreflSon  of  tWe  ^^nfim^Sihi'.^ 

whidi  he  himMfh^dex^tcd^-'^m^,^^^^^ 

ii^ilie  deluded  ¥i<ftima  of  :his:  0j«iiJ8!MBhfirjhtTi- 
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ffanqiiillitjr  wais  for  the  time  reftored-*--!  hav^ 
heard  alfo,  that  at  another  time,  a  certain  other 
greit  lord  in  the  oppofttc  quarter  of  the  kingdom^ 
iit  the  North,  by  fomenting,  and  working  on  Ac 
prejudiGcs  of  the  people,  engaged  then^  in  a  re- 
ligious war,  Mdjo  dchigcd  a  province  with  bloodj^ 
and  oveafpread  it  with  devaftation :  I  will  not  be- 
lieve, I  will  not  entertain  for  a  moment  the  idea,' 
that  this  event  happened  iaeompltance  with  the 
wilhcs,  or  by  the  contrivance^,  or  pcrmiffidn  of 
government,  neither  will  I  fay,  t!ho^  things  did 
happen  exaftly  in  die  fame  n^anner>  in  which  f 
have  heard  them;  but  It  is  enou^  thatfiicha 
thing  was  feafible,  and  prafticabk  to  m£ike  eve-i 
ry  friend  of  humanity,  and  his  country  wMh,  and 
endeavour,  to'rcfcue  a  people  from  fudi  aftate 
ofmifery^  and  dcbaicmentj  I  have  heard  it  iaid, 
that  it  argued  great  ability,  and  addrcfi  in  A© 
leaders  of  the  late  unhs^ppy  rebellion  to  engage 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people  in  their  caufc  fa 
gericraliy,  fo  warmly,  and  fo  zealoufly  i  but  who-? 
ever  would  be  at  the  trouble  to  make  themfelve« 
acquainted  with  the  pcafantry  of  Ireland,  an^ 
their  difpofitions ;  would  be  fatisfied,  that  it  re- 
quired neither  ability,  nor  addrefe  in  their  pre- 
fcnt  ftate  to  excite  them  to  infurreftiori  i  though 

it 
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U  require  a  de4l  of  both  to  appcafe,  and  keep- 
riiem  ip  any  kind  of  tranquillitjr-^While  the  pre- 
lent  fyftem  Ufts,  it  wiJl  ever  be  in  the  power  of 
the  moft  bungling  incendiaries  widxout  principle, 
or  abiiiues^  and  with  the  mod  abandoned^  defpe- 
rate  views,  to  ex<;ite.the  bulk  of  the  people  of 
this  nation  to  infurreftion,  and  rehellionr^lct  any 
inaQ  refl^A  upon  this,  and  fay  afterwards,  no 
change  is  req,uiflte<r-I  eannot  help  thinking  there 
is  a  great  analogy  between  the  (late  of  the  mafs 
of  the  people  of  tMs  country,  and  that  of  thp 
people  of  moft  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  whilo 
th?y  condnued  under  a  feudal  ariftocracy — the 
t)ulk  of  the  people  under  both  fyftemsj,  I  find 
equally  wretched  .|  under  both  lyftcms  there  is 
Jijttle  to  be  found  biit  the  extremes  of  fplendor 
gnd  mifcry  i  tyranny,  and  Qavery  k  the  wrefched 
pe^>le  under  th^t  fyftem,  as  under  our  own, 
often  threw  away  their  lives  in  fruitlefs  infurrec* 
(ipiis,  which  were  often  encouraged,  and  ^s  often 
fyppreflfcd  by  the  ariftpcracy — at  length  the  peo- 
ple were  relieved  from  this  moft  miferable  of  all 
governments,  th}s  moft  oppreffive  of  all  fyftemsj 
and  found  peaoe,  and  fecurity  under  abfblute  mo- 
narchy; now  though  the  change  they  made, 
was  pot  to  the  beft  form  of  government,  that 

hun^an 
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human  ioTciuioacould  devife^  yet  it  vits^  tlieoniy 
benciicial  change  they  covid  obtain^  a|id  ptr^" 
haps  the  one  l)eft  fuited  to  their  condtdon,  a!itt 
fUtet— apd  certain  it  k^  it  was  a  happy>  happ^l^' 
change  to  the  people,  which  iaved  diem  centtf^^ 
xics  of  fuffcring  miiery,  and  opprcflton;  now  t 
dp  not  &jf  that  an  incorporation  with  EngJand,  * 
is  that  ktndof  ftaee  I  ikoidd  wifii  Inkxvi  to  en<* 
ter  into  under  any  circumftances,  or  thatit  W 
thatilate,  by  whicb^  I  think>  (hb  klikdy  to  atcain^ 
thjaideg;ree  of  nadonal  ipkndour,  and  greatnef$^ 
of  Jvhich  ihcLis  capable,  or  for  which  fhe  may  be 
deCgned  by  nature ^  far  /rem  //,  but  upon  the' 
moft  cxtenfivc  view  of  our  fituation,  and  all  err-* 
cuniflances  attending  it,;  I  fincerely  think  ihdU:  rt 
is^the  only  attainable,  beneficial  cjkange  itc  can 
look  fbr^  a  change,  under  which  the  oppreffiad, 
harraffcd,  fatigued  people  oflrelaad  may  find  te^: 
pofe— ^and  I  cojjfefs,  I  do  not  feel  myfctffe  far 
impelled,  by  that  zeal  for  theoretic, '  or  fpeoda^^ 
tivc-fjrftW^:  that  I  can  bring  mj^felf  entirely  « 
overlook  every  circumftanccj  that  mav  bppofc  ^ 
their  pr^caWlity.  .    .  :     .    ' 

■' , 

The  f^te  of  St*  Domingp  ought  to  oe  a  war- 
ning^ ought  tp  afford  aa  awful^  andinftru&iye 
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lfjK»  to  all  reformers,  to  eondder  well  thtf  ilate 
of  a  ^peQfdc,  their  knowiedge,  their  difpofitions  r 
tX):  jconfider  what  amelioration  of  their  condidfott 
is^fuited  to  their  ftate,  what  char^  they  are  beft 
filted  to  receive  {—the  change  propofed  tb  us  is 
np  yicdew  change,'it  is  no  revolution,  it  is  not 
like  the  Union  of  two  countries,  which  have 
heretofore  beeo  ftrangers  to  each  other,  it  is  the  ' 
Unipn .  of  two  countries  long,  and  clofely  con7 
ne4bed— it  is  the  Union  of  the  people  of  two 
countries,  vrbo  have  beenfubjefts  of  the  fame  ' 
kijig„:  who  have  a  perfcft  fimilarity  iii  language, 
in  .ouftoms,.  in  conftitmion,  and  in  laws:  to 
attain  a  fiimlaritf  in  the  two  lafl:  has  long  been 
theobjeft,  aadftruggle^fthe  moft  exalted  pa* 
jtrkjts  of  this,  country,- they  have  obtained  them 
in.;iame,  and  in  form>  now  let  us  take  them  in 
practice,  and  in  iu^ftancc-i-If  we  weie  on  a  fud- 
dcn  to  hav:c  laws  intr^uced  by  this  change, 
foreign^  and  difcordant  to  our  laws,  and  cuftoms 
I  declare,  though  I  feould  be  convinced  they  ^ 
we;e  far  fuperior  to  otjrown,  Ilhouldthe  firfl: 
to  oppofe  fuch  a  change — of  all  the  injuries,  that  " 
have  been  committed  towards  the  people  of 
India,  I  do  not  thiiik,  there  was  one  fo  cru- 
el, as  the  attempt  t6  impofe  upon  them  the 
.     .,  laws 
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die  laws  of  England  in  vbktion  of  their  kws^ 
their  Cvftoms,  md  even  of  their  prejttdicesi— far 
lefi  violent  is  the  chai^  propoied  to  us  than  the 
change  efie&cd  in  the  ibate^  and  condidon  of 
the  people  of  Brabant,  and  thofe  people  of  Italy, 
who  i^ave  been  incorporated  with  the  t*reneh 
Republic,  for  they  were  long  under  laws,  cuf- 
tom^  and  prejudices  peculiar  to  themfelves,  to* 
tally  different,  and  almoft  abhorrent  from  thofe 
of  ^  nation  they  were  United  to. 

There  is  an  objeaion  to  an  Union,  whicK 
appears  to  me  fair,  and  which  I  feel  to  fiave 
con^derablf  weight;  it  is,  that  we  willfub^ 
jeft  ourfelvcs  to  the  burthen  of  thofe  heavy 
taxes,  which  England  labours  unden-^The 
anfwer  I  give  to  this,  is,  that  our  ilrength 
under  an  Union  will  encrbafc,  and  become 
equal  to  the  encreafed  weight,  and  prffore, 
for  when  pur  conimerce  becomes  unreftndned, 
ouf  trade  unfliackled,  when  our  laws  flxall  be 
fieadily  executed,  and  purely  adminiftered^ 
y^hcn  we  (hall  enjoy  in  fubftance,  and  in  prac* 
tice  the  fame  conflitution,  and  enjoy  e^ual 
law,  and  equal  rights  with  England,^  and  pof- 
feiled  as  Ireland  is  in  proportion  of  greate]^ 
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*atufaf1fourt6s  Si  DWaltfi,  Mbvr  ttees  It  fbt  - 
low/ tbk  titxder  fuch  a  thiange,  we  Ihbtild  n6t 
be  iBlc  to  tontribute  6ur  Aiarc  cf  fekte  <tt  tlie 
revenue  of  the  Einplrt  ?  and  great  aXthe  taSfefe: 
wili  then  be,  I  do  not  ifee  how  they  citi  tfltidi 
teceed  the  expcnces  of  the' prtfeirt  tfcftSiVtf* 
i^fiem,    between  What    wc  paf  iti   foreign 
tribute,    and  domeftic  exaAioti^— But  wliat     ' 
k  worth  a  volutfie  of  Abftraft  reafemfn^-^t^re 
have  the  mbft  convincing  proofs  dtawn  firdili' 
arguments  of  experience — we  fee  that  Wales, 
a  country  to  which  nature  has  dealt  her  gifts, 
and  her  bounty,  with  rather  a  fparing  h4nd~S  : 
we  fee  that  Wales  incorporated  with  England* 
is  hafpy^   and  that  Ihe  bears  her  proportion  of 
the   fame    burthcnlpme.  taxes  with    England'  * 
—-we   fee  that  Scotland  by  the  Union,  fub-    ': 
jecled  herfelf  to  her  proportion  of  the  taxes 
of    England,     and    yet    we     do    hot     hear 
ths^t  the    peopje    of   Scotland    complain    of 
any  ^particular  gneyance  in  this  rcipect.— And 
furelv  in  difcUifing  the  ijierits  of  this  queflion, 
it  is  fair  to   call  to  mind  the  benefits,  tha£    ' 
have  flowed  from  the  Union  to  Scotlana,'   a '' 
country  which  from  the  llerility  of  its  loir/  ailii  '*' 
Its  ungeniai  clime,  has  been  laid  to  be  tlie  difbft  ;* 
of  the   earth  J   that  at  the  time  of  its  Union 

F  with 


witb  Englaiid,  it  was  torn,  and  difbra6)ked 
with  dxflenfion,  and  divifion ;  that  after  the 
Union,  its  wounds  began  to  heal,  peace,  and 
trauquiUity  vifited  the  land;  the  people  ac- 
quired habits  of  induftrjr,  a  fpirit  of  order, 
and'  obedience  to  the  laws.  ^  Scotland  became, 
th^l^nd  of:fcience,  and  attained  a  name  high 
in  jthe .  republic  of  letters.^— Scotland  was  not 
intended  by  nature  to  be  a  wealthy  nation, 
but  iiBce,  and  only  fince  the  Union,  (he  enjoys^ 
what  in  my  mind  is  preferable  to  great  wealth, 
Tba^  bap^y  enviable  ftate^  in  which  the  low- 
eft  peafant  may  eat  his  humble  meal  in  peace,  and 
fleep  in/ecurify.  That  ftate  with  which  ill-fated 
lireland  ba$  never  yet  been  bleffed  with.— That 
ourxomfnerce  will  be  improved,  and  extended 
by  an  Union,  is  an  opinion  fanclioned,  and  prov- 
ed by  the  oppofitiori,  that  has  ever  been  Ihewn, 
and  is  now  expefted  to  be  given  to  the  mea- 
fure  by  the  merchants  of  England,  a  body 
fuppofed  to  be  guided  by  their  own  interefl:, 
as  much  as  any  other  fet  of  men,  and  certainly 
po&fled  of  as  much  knowledge,  and  infor- 
mation, on  this  fubjed— they  are  of  opinion, 
that  by  ao  Union,  the  commerce  of  Ireland 
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inuft  profper  at  the  cxpencc  of  that  of  Eng- 
land. How  can  it  be  otberwifc  ?*^ShaH  wfe 
not  receive  that  conftitutiop,  to  the  enjoyment 
of  which  England  owes  all  her  conm^rcial 
<greatnefs,  iplendour,  power,  and  glory  ?— It  is 
not  to  extent  of  territory,  it  is  not  to  ex- 
tent of  population,  that  (he  owes  her  unpre- 
cedented commerce,  a  commerce  co-cxtenfiye 
with  the  known  world,  nor  to  fuperior  fertilif  j^ 
of  foil,  but  to  the  tranquillity,  liberty,  free- 
dom, and  law  fccured  to  her  by  her  unrivi!- 
*led  conilitution.  A  great  deal  has  been  faid 
about  the  natural  advantages  of  Ireland,*  and 
with  juftice,  but  there  are  various  parts  of 
Africa  poflfeffed  of  equal,  if  not  greater  natu- 
ral advantages,  both  from  relative  fituati- 
on,  placed  as  it  were  in  the  centrd  of  thfe 
globe  and  internal  capacities  for  extenlive 
commerce,  but  for  want  of  a  ftable,  regufer^ 
efficient  government  all  thofe  advantaged 
lie  ncglefied,  juft  as  thofe '6f  Ireland  do,. 
and  while  -  our  prefcnt  fyftem  continues 
without  a  change,  they  will  lie  dormant  ahd 
unimproved  till  doomfday.— Therd 'are  nik^ 
ny  minute  objcftion?  'which  may  be  ftarti 
cd    to    the    meafure    of  an   Union,    fome   I 

F  2  am 


36 

^  9fff3ii^  txf,  ajad  think  qould  readily  ^ 
.pjbvii^ted,  but  their  introduction  and  rcfii- 
tatipn  WOUI4  only  tend  to  perplex  the  difcuf- 
iioQ<.-r-It ,  ijs  a  great  queftioo,  having  I  thinlj; 
ipfjiy  powerful  arguments  for  its  fupport, 
Ito^ght  therefore  to  be  difcuffed,  and  com- 
Jt>ated  on  the  broadeft  principles  of  reafpningi 
j?il>d  p^tty  objections^  and  cavil  ihould  not  be 
?i4mittcd- 

*  .T^if  i^e^furc,,  I  miderftand  has  met  fom< 
i^aBl^^.  and  warm  oppofition,  part  of  this  opu 
Pp^UiosU  haft  proceeded  from  the  Bar— a  pro- 
f^flipn  ^hjch  I  iQok  to  with  the  greateft  refpeft^' 
fpv,  which  I  am  royfelf  an  humble  candidate.'— 
This,  body  have  declared,  that  an  Union 
WQV14  b^  21  dangerous  innovation.-r-I  hav^ 
.ven^wre^  to  declare  my  opinion  to  the  con* 
trary,  and  have  given  my  reafoi!^,  fuch  a$ 
they,  are,  for  To  doing. — It  was  with  diffio^U 
ty,  ajad  deference  I  could  bring  myfelf  to  dif- 
^ent  from  fo  refpedable  a  body.-^But  I  felt 
this  too  important  a  queftion  for  any  man  tQ 
forxender  his  judgment,  or  yield  to, the  au- 
thority I  of  any  fet  cf  men,  be  they  ever 
fo    refpeftablc.— In    what    they    have  ^done, 
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^Ij  do  believe  them  fiftcere,  that  they  were 
aftuated    at  Ua^    by    an  honeft  aal,    and 
Jfyp^re  motives.— It  has  beenihfihtiated,  th?it 
,  they  were  ipflucneed  by  the  fuppdfed  interefts 
o^the  profeffion,  I  cannot  believe,  that  fuch 
a  Itb^al  body  could  be  influenced  by  any  for • 
di^  views,  or  aduated  by  any  petty  motives, 
,jippn  a  queftion  involving  the  dcarftft  interefts 
of  their  country,  and  the  happinefs  of  gene- 
rations to  come — befidcs,  wh6ever Yujppofes  the 
interefts  of  the  profeffion  to  be  in  danger,  I  con- 
ceive to  lie  under  a  great  mi£[ake*    It  is  cef« 
tain  the  profeifion  exi(ts  but  with  commerce, 
and  muft  profper,  and  flburifh;  as  commerce 
profpers  and  flouriflies. — ^The  Views  of  parlia- 
jnentary  lawyers,  of  petty  politidins  will  be 
blalledi  by  an  Union — the  road  teethe  bench 
WfU  no  longer  lie  through  the  Houfe  of  Cofih 
mons,  but  preferment  will  then  %t  the  re- 
ward of  the  exertions  of  genius^  talents,  and 
Induftry,  and  I  cannot  conceive,  how  any  ho- 
nourable nian,  whatever  might  be  his  fate, 
would  wi£h  to  fucceed  by  any  pther  means. 

I  am  now  drawing  to  the  coiK:h)fion  of  thefe 
pages,  and  'I  have  been  for  feme  time  refled- 

ing 
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ing  upon  the  ftatc  of  thefe  countries  in  Europe, 
w^ich  are  fiippofed,  to  fuflfer  under  the  worft^ 
and  moft   defpotic  government.— Poland  of 
courfe  has  fallen  within  the  fcope  of  my  con- 
templation, and  enquiry,    but  there  I  find, 
though  the  people  isire  in  a  ftate  of  vaffalage, 
yet  their  proprietors,  and  lords  are  found  to 
take  the  fame  care  of  ttiem,  that  they  do  of 
tljeir  cattle,  or  any  other  kind  of  property^-— 
My  thoughts  then  turned  to  Turkey,  and 
I  am  .not  .fuire/  whether  the  wretched  Greek 
under    the  Turkifli  Empire,    has  a  greater 
chaace  for  happinefs,  than  the  Iriih  peafaiit, 
but,  from  sill  the  information  I  poflefs  upon 
the  &bjeA,  the  moft  ferious^  and  deliberate 
opinion  I  can  form,  ie^  that  the  Mahometan, 
under  the*  Turkifli  government  has  a  govern- 
ment more  calculated  to  promote  his  happi« 
nefs  (as  far  as  the  happinefs  of^man  can  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  government  under  which  he 
lives)  than  the  mafs  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
have,  or  in  my  opinion,  can  have  under  the 
prefentiyftem,  and  with  the  prefent  connefti- 
on ;  and  I  think  the  Turkifli  Divan  is  better 
fram^,  and  more  concerned  to  confult  the 
happi/iefe,  and  promote  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
pie,  than  any  Irifli  parliament,  that  can  ra- 
tionally 
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tiotially  be  expecled  during  the.cxiftcuce  of 
the  pref^nt  connexion,  modelled  as  it  m^  and 
has  been,  with  Great  Britain. 

That    this  country    has  been ,  dealt  with 
harlhly,  and  feverely  by  England  cannot  be 
denied;  that  England  has  treated  Ireland  as 
badly^  as  other  nations,  generally  have  done 
thofe  countries,    which    were   fimilarly  fub- 
jefted    to    their    power,    is    likcwife  unde- 
niable.     It   has   been  faid,    that  it  is^as  the 
policy  of  England  to  reduce  ua  to  our  prefen^ 
fiate^  in  order  to  force  us  to  yield,  and  accept 
an  Union ;  if  it  be  fo,  we  ought  to  remem- 
ber,  that  flie  has  ftill  the  fame  power,  and  (he 
may  flill  have  the  fame  inclination  to  purfue 
the  fame  policy.— And  in  the  name  of  God, 
are  we  to  wait  till  we  are  reduced  to  the  low- 
eft  ebb  of  mifery,  and  diftrefs,  before  we  are 
induced  to  accept  the  olive  branch  of  peace  F 
No,  this  is  the  time  of  all  pthers,^  in  which 
an  Union  is  moft  feafonable,   and  moft  liecef- 
fary ; — from  the  commencement  of  the  connec- 
tion with  England .  to  this  hour  the  country 
never  required  a  change  more,  than  it  docs  at 
prefent,  and  certainly  there  never  was  a  rime, 

when 
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when  England  would  give  us  an  Union  oipon 
fuch  fair,  and  liberal  terms,  terms  fo  benene- 
ficial  to  this  coiintry.r-This  is  an  auipicious 
'moment  for  fuch  a  meafure^  we  ought  jnot 
TtjcA  it.-^I  {hall  now  conclude  with  a  remark 
which  has  often  of  late  been  misapplied,  but  if 
ever  it  applies,  it  muft  be  on  the  prefent  occa*. 
fion  "  We  may  be  better, — We  cannot  be 
«  worfe/' 
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DUBLIN: 

WINTM)  BY  V,  DOWLIKG,   AFPOLLO  LIBRARY,  COLLSO£> 
GREEN,  CORNER  OF  ANCLESBA-STREET. 

1798. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  THE  LORD  MAYOR. 


My  Lokd, 
YOtJ  ave  recjiieAcd  (octll  ^  Meeting  of  the  Bankers  and 
Meitfiants  of  tHb  City,  as  foon  as  convenienry  t9  take  into  conii- 
deration  a  meafnre  of  the  **  utmojl  impmrnnce  to  this  kingdom* 

DobliDy  loth  December,  1798. 


Peter  LatoQche,. 
VfTAg  Digges  Latonche, 
Tbos.  Ughton  and  Co. 
Jofeph  Lynam, 
JohnCeale, 
J.  C.  BcrcBfoid, 
*  fames  FaireH, 
Jer.D'OUer, 
Avtliur  Stanley, 

Wrt.  ArfwliAs 
JohaPalriefc^ 


Jdifn  Stewart, 
Wm.  S.  Magce, 
Hugh  Crother«, 
George  Adamfon^ 
Wm.  Colvillc,  jniirf 
Benjaram  Gault, 
Wm,  Duncan, 
Wm.  MaxweH, 
Ephraim  HutcmBlbiu 
R  D.  UfooOw. 


At  Iha^faeeiiftiFOWedwitli^  aRe^uitickm&r  eallioi^a  fiicet<« 
ior  of  the  Bankert  and  Merchaiktsof  this  Citj^  *'to  tafee  into  con- 
^*  fideration  a  Meafure  of  theutmoft  ioiponance  to  this  Kingdom,'' 
from  the  refpc6Eklririty  of  the  iignature  to  it,  I  oaiMot  for  «  me- 
snent  heiitatc  to  toeede  |ti»^eheir  vMlhes,  ioid  do  therefore  requeft 
the  attendance  ef  the  Bankers  and  Merchants  at  the  Manfion-houfe, 
on  Tuefdaj  the  1 8th  inft.  at  one  o'Clodr. 

THOMAS  ANDREWS,  LirJ  Major. 

Maufion-Houfe, 
Moaday,  Dec.  10,  1798. 
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^  UESDAy,  December,  i8th,  purfuant  to  jrequi* 
fition,  the  Bankers  andMcrchanls  of  the  city  of 
DuBUN  met,  ^t  the  MapiSon-houfe,  for  the  purpofe 
of  taking  into  confideration  the  reported  projedl  erf 
a  Legiflative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  The  Right  Hon/the  Lord  Mayor  having 
taken  the  Ch^ir — !Wm.  Digges  Latouche,  Efq- 
opened  the  bufinefs  of  the  Meeting,  nearly  in  the 
following  planner,  viz. : 

A    2i  MY 
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MY   LORD,     ,. 

I  have  much  fatisfaftion  in  perceiving  that  the 
public  feeling  is  fo  much  alive  to  the  public  inter- 
eft,  and  that  the  alfemblage  here  this  day  is  nu- 
merous and  refpedlablein  proportion  as  the  fub- 
je<5l  which  is  about  to  engage  them  is  awful  and 
important.     On  that  fubjeft  I  beg  leave  to  offer 
my  fentiments  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  I  can,  and 
in  a  cafe  where  private  and  public  intereft,  nati- 
onal  pride  and  national  a^vantgge   combine  fo 
ftrongly  againft  calm  and  temperate  difcuflion,  I 
ho'pe  I  (hall  fucceed  in  my  efforts  to  treat  of  the 
fubjecSl  on  which  we  are  met,  as  aqueftion  pf  rea? 
fon  and  not  of  paffion. 

For  fome'time  back,  the  found  of  a  Legiflative 
Union  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  had 
fuzzed  upon  the  public  ear,  but  was  defer vedly 
confidered  as  an  idle  found,  meaning  nothing, 
lintil  it  gained  a  diftinftion  and  audrbility  of  ex- 
preifion  which  wbuld  have  rendered  public  filence 

on  the  fubje<a  equally  foolifh  and  criminal. A 

pamphlet  entitled,  *'  Arguments  for  and  Againft 
an  Union"  generally  afcribed  to  an  official,  public 
charafterin  the  Government  of  this  cpuntry,  has 
excited  the  moft  ferious alarm  in  the  public  mind; 
and  th^t  a.Union  ha$  fome  foundation  in  the  in- 
tentions of  Power  is  moft. probable,  when  we  con- 
fider  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  by  Govern- 
ment to  difa vow  that  intention,  or  to  reft;ore  that 

degree 


(    5    ) 

degree  of.  tranquillity  to  which  the  country  had 
attained  in  fpight  of  the  cruel  divifions  and  con- 
flidls  by  which  it  had  been  fo  recently  torn. 

My  Lord,  I  have  too  much  refpecfl  for  the  feel- 
ings of  my   auditory  to  defcend  to  any  notice  of 
fuch  a  jumble  of  political  fallacy  and  infolence 
as  the  pamphlet  I  have  alluded  to,  if  it  was  not 
generally  confidered  as  the  precurfor  of  a  more 
fcrious  and  momentous  difcuffion  of  the*fubje<5l. — 
To  benefit  our  commerce,  to  allay  our  difcontents, 
and  to  ftrengthen  the  Empire,  are  the  three  jprin- 
cipal   arguments,  which,  on    prefumed  grounds, 
the  author  urges  to  induce  Irifhmen  to  relinquifli 
their  independence.     Thefe,  at  leaft,  are  the  fea- 
tures of  this  work,  ^hich  you  can  look  on  with 
leaft   indignation  and  difguft,  and  unwilling  to 
call    in  any  auxiliary  matter  of  irritation   on  a 
fubjecfl  haying  fo   much  in   itfelf,  I  refrain  from 
calling  your  attention  to  thofe  parts  of  this  repu- 
ted Court  pamphlet,  where  infult  the  moft  grofs 
and  unqualified  againft  the  people  of  Ireland,  is 
wholly  fubftituted  for  argument.     [A  loud  and  gene- 
ral  cry  of  h^ar  !  '  hear  !]     My  Lord,  we  are  told  that 
our  comrqerpe  would  be  benefitted  by  a  Union  :— 
poffeffed  as  we  are  of  advantages  in  trade,  which 
are  certain,  prominent,  and  multiplying,  I^might 
perhaps  be  cxcufed  from  offering  a  lingle  word  in 
anfwer  to  a  mere  affertion,  holding  out  obfcure  and 
^oubtful  profpeifls.      But  how  is  our  commerce  to 

be 
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be  benefitted  ?     Is  it  by  yielding  all  controul  over 
it   into  the  hands  of  another  country  ?,    Is  it  by 
relinquilhing  for  ever  a  national  Legiflature  moll 
naturally  and  imn>ediately  interefted  in  national 
profperity  ?     [A  loud  and  repeated  cry  of  hear  /]     Is 
it  to  be  an  increafp  of  our  Abfentces  and  a  d^- 
cre^fe  of  our  po^pulatiQa  ?  Is  it  by  thjgfe  our  coni- 
rnerce  is    to  be  improved!     My  Lord^  I  do  not 
glance  4l^:national  degradation-^I  do  x\x>t  drav^ 
any  argument  from  national  pride  which  theableft 
and  wifeft  men  have  ever  fo  intimately  connefted 
with  national  profperity;  I  diveft  myfelf of  every 
feeling  but  thofe  immediately  connefte4  with  the 
ipercantile  charader^  4nd  as  a  maa  not  totally 
ignorant  of,  nor  fnaally  interefted  in  the  commer- 
cial profperity  of  Ireland,  I  do  fay  that  in  a  Legi- 
flative  Union  with  (jreat  Britain,  We  are  certain 
of  nothing  but  lofs,  and  experimenting  on  «ur 
known  and  eftabliihed  advantages  of  profperity.-^ 
The  next  thing  we  are  told  is  that  a  Union  will 
allay  pur  difcontents.     To  overturn  this  poHtion 
and  to  expofe  its  abfurdity,  I  need  but  appeal  to 
^he  feelings  of  every  gentlenian  prefent,  and  to  the 
ftate  of  the  country   which  hag  been  thrown  into 
agitation  and  difmay  by  the^bare  mention  of  the 
meafure.     It  is  well  known  th^t  the  difcontents. 
which  from  time  to  time  have  prevailed  in  this 
country,  have  owed-  much  of  their  exiftence   to 
Ahjentees^  yettoall^y  our  difcontents,  the  evil  which 
gave  then^  birth  is  to  he  ^ncreafed  !    This  reafon-^ 
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ihg  would  profvoke  our  rifibility  if  we  could  ab- 
ftraft  our  minds  from  th€  magnitude  of  the  mif-» 
chief  which  Turks  beneath  it. 

My  Lotd^  if  thefe  meu  :vrho  are  indifferent  to 

the  independence  df  Ireland,  becaufe  tliey  know 

nothing*  about  it  except  the  rents  whjolvthey  draw 

from  k— if  thefe  men  had  refidecj  in  •heir  own. 

i  country  and  among  their  tenantry,  it  is  more  than 

i  -  probable  that  we  would  never  have  been  afflidled 

I  by  that  rebellion  by  which  we  have*  been  reduced 

'  ^6  tliat  ftate"  of  bumiliatifon  and  weaknefs,  which 

1-  has  fbbjefted  our  libeniea,  our  manners,  and  our 

[  name  to  infult,  and  threatened  attack.     \  A  general 

^  e^freffion  of  applaufe?^ 

My  LoTd^  there  is  not  in  Irelaiid  a  pf>an  more 
attached  to  Britiih  eohndcion  than  I  ana,;  nor  ^ny 
I  man  who  would  m^ike  a  greater  facrifice  to  pro-' 

I  mote  the  benefit  of  Britain,    and  the  ftrength   of 

the  Empire;— I  would  alm-ofl:  part  with  ewtry 
thing  for  this  purpofe,,  but  oar  frfee  and  infernal 
Legiflation.  It  ie  my  attachment  to  Brlti(h  con^ 
nexion  that  renders  me  averTe  %o  the  meafure  of 
an  Union,  becaufe  I  feel  convinced  that  inftead 
of  ftrengthening  the  two  countries^  it  would  even- 
tually caufd  their  reparation.  But  even  admit- 
ting th^re  exift  any  commercial  inducements  to 
A  Unidn,  tbi&  confideration  is  n€>t  to  ajjforb  all 
others  ^  every  thing  is  not  to  be  yielded  to  com- 
,  ~      '  ,  merce  ; 
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tntrct  i  nor  are  we  to  fell  our  Brltifh  right  for  a 
mefs  of  pottage,  ^ven  which  mefa  may  be  fnatch- 
ed  from  us  while  we  raife  it  to  oiir  mouths.  With 
refpeft  to  our  difcontents  we  have  not  feen  that  a 
Union  has  been  proved  a  panacea  for  the  difor- 
der—^two  rebellions  great  and  terrible  have  beeii 
the  offspring  of  the  Scottifh  Union,  but  even  with 
the  probability  of  a  different  effedl  here,  we  are 
not,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Swift,  "/<7r  a  few 
humours  to  wear  a  perpetual  blifier" 

In  the  opinion  1  amr  here  uttering  before  the 
Bankers  and  Merchants  of  Dublin,  I  am  nofc  fa*- 
crificing  reafon  to  prejudice ;  or  general  to  partial 
interefls.     Altho*  this  city  and  its  vicinage  would 
be  greatly  and   peculiarly  injured  by   a  Union,; 
altho'^  the  profpedls  of  induftryand  honeft  fpecu- 
lation  might  be  blafled  by  the  adoption  of  fuch 
a  meafure,  I  would  not,  however,  be  one  of  thofe 
to  oppofe  it,  if  beneficial  to  the  country  at  large^ 
or  to  the  empire ;  but  convinced  as  I  am  that  it 
would  be  hurtful  to  us,  I  cannot,  attached  as  I  am 
to  our  prefent  connexion  with  it  allow  an  inference 
merely  advantageous  to  the  fifler  country  ;  and  I 
truft,  that  if  we  wete  wantonly  to  favour  a  mea- 
fure f6  injurious  to  ourfelves,   the  people  of  En- 
gland when  they  ihouldcome  to  take  the, fubjedl 
into  conlideration,  would  reje<5l  the  meafure,  and 
humanely  interpofe  between  us  and  our  criminal 
infanity.     But,  my  Lord,  I  hope  that  the  early 

and 
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and  deteided  teftimonies  of  public  difapprobatjon 
which  are  direcSled  againft  the  meafurc  will  never* 
fuffer  it  to  aftume  a  more  ferious  and  confirmed 
form  than  at  this  moment ;  and  as  1  look  upon  a 
feparation  of  this  kingdom  and  Great  Britain 
as  the  greatefl  misfortune  which  could  befal 
either  country,  fo  do  I  look  upon  their  legiflative 
Union  as  the  rnoft  dangerous  and  impolitic  idea 
which  could  ptSuibly  be  indulged. 

I  have  trefpaffed  longer  on  your  Lord(hip*s  in* 
dulgence  and  that  of  the  affembly,  than  I  at  firft 
intended,  and  I  (hall  claim  a  continuance  of  that 
indulgence,  only  while  I  oflfer  to  your  confidera- 
tion  a  few  refolutions  which  I  truft  are  not  ren- 
dered  objedlionable  by  any  want  of  temperance 
and  moderation.'* 

Here  Mr.  La  TOO  CHE  moved  the  following  re- 
folutions :      ' 

Refolvedj  Thatjince  the  renuneiaMn  of  the  power  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  year  1782,  to  legiflate  for 
Ireland^  the  commerce  and  profperity  of  this,  king^ 
dom  have  eminently  encrea/ed. 

Re/ohed^  ^at  we  attribute  tko/e  bleffingi  under  Pro- 
vidence^ aud  the  gracious  favour  of  our  beloved  So* 
vereigny  to  the  w/dom  of  the  Irifh  Parbament. 

B  '   .  ,    Refolvedy 
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Refolved^  That  W  look  with  abhorrence  on  any  at^ 
tempt  to  deprive  the  people  tjf  Ireland  of  their  Par^ 
liameht^  and  thereby  of  their  Conjliiutional  right, 
and  immediate  power  te  legijlate  for  themf elves. 

Refohed^  That  impreffed  with  every  fentiment  of  ley- 
iilty  to  our  Kingj  and  affeSlionate  attachment  to 
Briti/h  connexion^  we  conceive  that  to  agitate  in 
Parliament  a  queftion  of  Jegijlative  Union  between 
this  kingdom  and  Great  BVitain  would  be  highly 
dangerous  and  impolitic. 

On  which, 

Mr.  J.  C.  BsRESFORD  arofe  and  fpoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing efFedl.  "  My  Lor4,  in  my  fituation  as  having 
the  honour  to  be  one  of  the  reprefehtatives  in 
Farlianoent  for  this  city,  I  have  had  communi- 
cated to  me  the  prevailing  fentiments  of  my 
conflituents  on  the  fubjed^  which  now  occupies 
our  confideration  ;  and  feeling,  as  I  do,  that  it  is 
my  duty  to  oppofe  the  utmoft  of  my  power  fo 
dangerous  and  impolitic  a  meafure  as  a  Union, 
I  am  happy  that  in  feeonding  the  Refolutions  firft 
moved,  I  (hall  equally  obey  my  own  inclinations 
and  the  wifhes  of  my  conftituents.  Whatever 
danger  to  the  public  peace  may  be  apprehended 
from  the  agitation  of  fuch  a  queftion  as  this  in 
the  prefent  ft  ate  of  the  country,  the  exiftence  of 

that 
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that  danger  can  only  be  afcribed  to  thofe  who 
have  fet  the  fubjeft  afloat,  and  will  not  I  am  fure 
be  encreafed  by  any  difcuflicui  which  (hall  take 
place  ip  this  niieeting,  where  I  truft  ev^ry  gentle- 
man will  deliver  his  fentiments  with  that  n^ingled 
temper  and  fpiritof  which  they  bac|  a  flrongand 
worthy  eajample  in  what  has  been  already  pfFered 
this  day  on  thefubjeft  of  their  confideration ;  and 
carefully  avoid  yielding  to  that  irritation  which 
would  he  fully  juftified  by  the  extraordinary 
threat  againft  their  freedom,  but  which  WQuld 
tend  to  create  a  jealoufy  in  the  fifter  kingdom^ 
which,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  this,  couWonly 
exbite  the  hopes  of  our  mutual  enemies,  and  en- 
danger the  f^fety  of  the  empir^. 

On  the  commercial  difadvantages  which  w<>|ilcl. 
refult  to  tliis  country  from  a.  Union  of  its  legifla- 
ture  with  that  of  Great  Britain,  I  think  it  wholly, 
unneceflary  for  me  to  offer  any  thing  after  what 
has  be^n  advanced  fq  fully  and  fo  ably  pn  that, 
part  <>f  the  queftjon  by  my  friend  who  has  moved 
the  refolutions  which  I  have  the  honour  fo  fe- 
cond;  neither  do  I  with,  on  a  fubjei^  alre5^dy 
loaded  with  aggravating  circvimftancesj  to  touch 
on  the  bafe  ingratitude  of  the  Briti(h  minifter  to. 
this  country, .  which  has  fuffered  fo  much,  and, 
bled  at  i&^very  pore,  in  its  recent  exertions  to  fup- 
port  its  connexion  with  Great  Britain;,  nor  do  I^ 

wif^ 
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j  wiilh  to  heighten  the  abhorrence  which   that   in* 

I  gratitude  mull  excite,  by  calling  the  attention  of 

the  meeting,  to  the  moment  made  choice  of  to  ' 
infult  the  country  and  threaten  its  independence. 
Wherein  have  we  deferved  this  treatmeYit  ?  Is  it 
from  the  facrifices  in  men  and  money,  which  we 
.  have  been  ever  prompt  ,to  make  in  fitpport  of 
Great  Britain,  throughout  the  wars  which  from 
time  to  time  ihe  has  iieeri  engaged  in  ?  Could  wc 
have  given  greater  or  more  folld  proofs  of  our  at- 
tachment ?  Could  any  new  Union  connedl  us 
niore  clofely  and  beneficially?'  Or  are  we  to  be 
xiior^  valbable  to  Great  Britain  in  the  charadler  of 
adebafed  and  unwillingfervant,  than  in  that  of 
an  honourable  and  an  afFeftionate  friend  ?  The 
few  who  are  to  be  found  as  abettors  of  this  rneafure 
of  national  ruin  and  degfadation,  advance  tKat 
the  difbuffion  of  it  at  preferit  is  unfeafonable  and 
itnprudent,  and  (hbuld  Be  deferred  until  it  would 
be  feeh  whether  it  would  be  entertained  by  Par- 
liament ;  and  when  the  requifiriori  for  this  meeting 
was  brought  to  me  to  fign;  I  was  alfo  of  opinion 
that  an  agitation  of  the  fubje^5l  in  it's  prefent 
ftage,  Would  be  prematUre,  until  I  reflecfled  that 
pirevention  is  better  than  cure,  arid  that  when  once 
the  Parliament  were  fitting  it  would  be  doubtful 
whether  the  people  could  with  propriety  andfafety 
publickly  difcufs  the  gueftion.  Befides;  hiy  Lord', 
I  feel  confident  that  when  the  lenfe  of  the  people 
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oflreland  is  known  to  the  Minifter,  he  will  not 
dare  fo  bring  forward  a  meafure,  on  which,  ftad 
we  remained  filent,  thatfilence  he  would  interpret 
as  an  argu«|lentin  it's  faypur,  and  deem  it  jufl  to 
depri^re  us  of  an  independence  becaufe  we  ({id  not 
remonftrate  agalnft  the  violation.  I  tr'uft,  how- 
ever, that  the  reverfe  will  be  ^the  cafe,  and  that 
fhould  the  Minifler  perfift  in  a  defign  fo  manifeftly 
againft  the  fenfe  of  the  country,  that  our  gracious 
arid  beloved  Sovereign  will  not  permit  himfelf  to 
be  cajoled  into  the  encouragement  of  a  meafure 
fo  hoftile  to  the.  liberties  of  his  Irifli  fubjefts,  and 
fo  /prophetic  of  ruin  to  the  empire  at  latge.  The 
time  to  expr^fs  our  qpinions  is  before  Government 
fhallb^  committed  on  the  fubjedt — and  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  public  fenriment  will  be  fo  ftrongly 
and  unanimoufly  expreffed  in  difapnrobation  of 
the  meafure,  that  Government  will  fp  \ro  itf.  If  the 
embarraffment  and  unpopularity  of  u^ismpting 
-a  meafurq  reprobated  by  tht  natio):  '('having 
attempted  it,  being  obliged  to  recf  :.  jin  it*s  ac- 
complifliment. 

My  Lord,  among  thevarious  n  ':  .  .  -n!*  which 
have  appe^ared  on  the  fuljoC'l  o.  .  ^  .:..,^  ]  have 
feen  but  one  in  favour  of  it,  i^  .  .  ..-  Might 
with  fuch  grofs  and   unpard»)      i  ,i  \)  the 

people  of  Ireland,  that  I  rin  .      :. :       ^       -if  to 
join  ia  the   general   opinion  v      t  :  .  i     .  .  .   been 

vvricten. 
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written  by  a  perfon  in  the  confidence  of  Qovern- 
mcht.  The  fole  objeft  of  it  feems  to  be  the  revi« 
val  of  thofe  fedtaria,n  differences  and  jealoufies 
from  which  this  country  ha$  alreiady,  fufFered  fa 
much,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  common  prey 
.of  both  parties,  and  in  the  hope  that  to  efcape 
tlje  fury  of  each  other  we  may  be  induced  to  throw 
ourfelves  for  proteiSlion  into  the  arms  of  any  fo- 
reign power  ready  to  receive  us.  But,  I  truft,  my 
Lord,  that  any  hoftile  defigns  againft  the  indepen- 
pence  pf  this  country,  which  may  be  founded  on 
its  internal  divifions,  will  prove  abortive--a'nd 
that  opr  enemies  of  every  defcription,  will  find 
that  all  the  people  of  Ireland,  let  their,  religious 
opinions, differ  as  they  may,  will  all  unite  inoppo- 
iing^  union  which  would  bind  them  to  degradar 
tlon  and  fubjedlion." 

[While  Mr.  BfiRESFORo  was  fpeaking,  the  warm- 
eft  fympatby  was  manifefted  by  his  auditors,  and 
on  the  refolutions  being  put  from  the  Chair,  they 
pafled  in  the  affirmative,  with  the  moft  marked, 
and  eager  unanimity.]  - 

Mr.  Beresford  thep  recommended  that  the  re- 
folutiqns  fliould  be  figned  by  all  the  Bankers  and 
Mer<:hants  of  the  city,  to  prevent  any  calumni- 
ating and  defigned  contradicSlion  of  their  expref- 
fing  the  unanimous  fenfe  pf  that  defcription  of  citi-  ' 

ziens 
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zens  from  whence  they  proceeded  j  i  mifrepre- 
fentation  of  public  Djdnioa,  which  is  the  well- 
kqown  pra<5lice  of  certain  Journals  at  this  and 
the  other  fide  of  the  -water. 

This,  however,  was  over- ruled  on  the  printiiple 
of  its  producing  delay—but  it  was  foggefted  that 
if  the  Lord  Ma  von  would  fign  the  i^foluticnis  for 
the  Bankers  and  Merchants  of  DubTm,  his^^Lord- 
lhip*schara<fler  would  fliield  their  proceedings  from 
mifrepreientation  \  and  no  calumniator,  however 
daring,  would  be  bold  enough  to  attack  th^  au-^ 
thenticity  of  that  which  (hould  be  faniSioned  by  his 
Lord(hip-s  name.  This  fugeftion  was  accordingly 
carried  into  efFeifl,  and  Wm.  D.  Latou'Che,  Efq^ 
having  been  voted  into  the  Chair,  the  thanks  of 
the  meeting  were  returned  to  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord  Mayor,  for  the  readinefs  with  h  hich  he  ac- 
corded with  therequifition,  andtbr;his  proper  and 
dignified  condudl  in  the 'Chair— which,  havings 
been  again  refumed  by  his  Lordftiip,  the  meeting 
wasdiffolved. 


FINIS. 


CITY   OF    DUBLIN. 


Poft  AJfemlfyofthe  Right  Hon.  the  LORD  MATOR, 
SHERIFFS^  COMMONS,  and  CITIZENS  of  the 
City  of  DCS  UN,  held  at  the  Exkibition-Houfe,  IVfl- 
liam^ftreet,  on  Monday  the  1 7/A  December^  1 798. 

A  VARIETY  of  rumours  beJng  iri  circulatiohy  that  an  imebd- 
edUN'ON  of  this  Kingdom  with  Greivt-Briuin,  was  in 
ftgitatibn,  induced  a  General  Afleinbly  of  this  Qitf^  to  call  on  th^ 
Lord  Mayor  to  hold  a  Poft  Aflembl/  for  the  purpofe  di  takmg  faid 
Queftioninto  Cbhfideration. 

Refolved  unanimbufly,  that  by  the  fpirited  Exertions  of  the 
People  and  Parliament  of  this  Kingdom,  the  Trade ^  and  Conftitu* 
tion  thereof  were  fettled  on  Principles  fo  libera),  that  the  Nation 
iias  rifen  ever  (ince  rapidly  in  Wealth  and  Cohfequence. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  having  boldly  defended  the  C^on- 
ftitution,  in  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  againft  the  open  and 
fecret  abettors  of  Rebellion,  we  are  determined  fteadily  to  oppofe 
any  Attempt  that  may  be  made  to  furrender  the  free  Leeiflatioa 
if  this  Kingdom,  by  uniting  with  the  Legiflattire  of  Great  Britain. 

Ordered,  That  faid  Refoliitions  be  publiilhed.  ' 

Signed  by  Cfrder, 

ALLEN  and  GREEN,  Toi^  C*rh, 
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IN  A 

LETTER 

TO 

Mr.      G  R  a  T  T  a  N. 

CONTAINING 

0>'' 

EXCELLENT   REASONS  FOR    THAT    GENTLEMAN's^ 
LATE  COMPLIMENTS ^O  THE 

CORPORATIONS  AND  UNIVERSITY 

OF 

DUEL  IN. 

i 
WITH    A    FULL    ACCOUNT    OF    MR.    GRATTAN^S    .. 
CALM    AND    POINTED    FORGIVENESS 
OF    ALL    HIS    ENEMIES  : 

and'  tbe  happt  end  of  popular  SOClEriE^i 


WHEN    THE     SPANISH    ARMADA     ASSAIL  D      YOUR 

HIGHNESS e'cOD  I      THEY    CAUGHT    THE    WRONG     SOW    BY 

THE   EAR  !  !!"        "  4» 

Mayor  of  Coventry's  Addreft  to  ^een  Ellzabeib. 


DUBLIl^: 
^    }i>dtttrt  ]bg  Oliniam  jporter,  ®rafton»flre«. 
&  ft  .      *'  ■  '  ■    ""^  .  ■ 


t  *»■ 


'» 


m4 


A 

LETTER 


TO 


MR.     GRATTAN. 


Dublin^  November  20,  1798; 
SIRi 

jLXS  you  have  been  pleafed  to  addrefs  the 
Guild  of  Merchants — Corporation  of  the  City — 
and  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin — through  the 
channel  of  a  Britifh  print,  you  will  pardon 
my  noticing  you  through  the  medium  of  an 
Irifti  one. — -We  may  have  our  mutual  reafons 
for  the  adoption. — 'You  may  wifti  to  attack  in 
a  kingdom  where  you  are  not  known,  and  I 
may  wifh  to  parry  in  a  kingdom  where  you  are. 
■  In  the  former,  you  might  juftly  hope  to 
fink  your  political  charadler  in  your  literary 
A  cxpertnefs ; 


cxpertnefs ;  but  in  the  latter,  an  unequivocal 
intimacy  with  both  precludes  you  from  a 
chance  of  profiting  by  any  ignorance  of  the 
one,  or  any  a6tivity  of  the  other ;  and  as  the 
Courier  has  done^you  the  irreparable  injury  of 
publiiliing  your  Letter,  I  truft  he  will  be  im- 
partial enough  to  make  you  the  only  atone- 
ment in  his  power,  by  copying  mine- 

You  might  ftill  have  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  obfcurity,  amidft  the  great  body  of  the 
Englilh  Nation,  but  that  the  celebrity  of  your 
evidence  at  Maidftone  officioufly  introduced 
you  to  the'ir  notice ;  and  the  favourable  im- 
preffion  th^y  muft  now  receive  from  the  pub- 
lication of  your  Paragraph  and  Letter,  (with 
the  feveral  Anfwers  thereto,)  will  probably 
create  an  intimacy  as  lading  as  your  life; 
and  I  can  affure  you,  that  your  publications 
leave  in  Ireland  riot  one  dpubt  refpedling  you, 
fave  as  to  the  fituation  of  your  underftanding ; 
and,  in  Great  Britain,  no  doubt  whatfoever  as 
to  your  literary  capacity. 

But  perhaps  you  will  think  me  too  partial  to 
you,  when  Ldeclare,  that  Llhould  attribute  the 

rhapfody 
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rhapfody  of  your  ftile  rather  to  the  forenefs  of 
your  pride,  than  the  overflowing  of  your  folly, 
but  that  the  unparalleled  incoherence  of  forae 
paffajges  cultivates  a  ftrong  ground  of  conjee^ 
ture ;  and  almoft  induces  me  to  doubt  the  cha- 
ritablenefs  of  rilking  any  expreffion  which 
might  tend  to  increafe  the  malady. 

However,  as  you  feem  to  court  a  war  of 
word?,  it  is  probable  that  your  next  Paragraph 
or  Letter  may  determine  the  true  ftate  of  your 
iituation  ;  ai:^d,  until  then,  I  fhall  be  inclined 
to  adopt  your  own  expreffion  to  the  Guild  of 
Merchants,  "  That  at prefent  you  dejerve  not  ab-^ 
^^  folut^Jilenc^i  nor  y^t  mucj^  notic^J^^ 

Your  Paragraph  in  the  Oracle,  of  the  29th 
of  Oftober,  docs  fo  much  honour  to  your 
judgment  and  difcretion,  that  any  eulogium  of 
mine  muft  be  fquandered  oh  fa  finifhed,  and 
fo  convincing,  a  performance ;  and,  therefore, 
if  I  notice  it  at  all,  the  only  qourfe  left  me  is 
to  criticife  on- its  defedis,  which  a  very  few 
words  will  fully  perform,  and  which  fuch  an 
ingenuous  author,  as  you  are,  muft  difintereft- 
edly  admire. 

A  2  In 
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III  that  argumentative  Paragraph  you  very 
ihrewdly  affert,  that  "  the  nmfenfical  and  falfe 
^  charges  brought  againji  you^  by  the  Guild  of 
"  Merchants,  are  not  grounded  on  legal  evidence  ;** 
—and  then,  with  equal  ftirewdnefs,  and  more 
ingenuity,  you  produce  the  moft  extraordinary 
and  conyincing  fpecies  of  legal  evidence,  to 
difprove  their  chaise,  and  eftablifti  your  own 
innocence,  that  forenfick  expeirtnefs  could,  by 
poflibility,  give  birth  to— namely — ^you  pro- 
duce your/elf  ^2iS  your  ownwitnefs,  and  give 
decifive  teftimony  in  your  orjDu  favour ,  by  fur^ 
thcr  afferting,  "  That  the  charge  is  falfe  and 
"  nonfenftcal,  and  that  it  is  .remote-  and  unfup- 
^^  ported;  and  that  therefore  the  Corporation  have 
^^  put  their  feal  to  faljhood  and  folly.  —  No 
doubt,  this  is  moft  eligible  evidence  to  juftify  a 
politician  in  his  own  opinion;  but  I  much 
fear  the  reafoning  part  of  the  nation  will  fay, 
that  it  is  not  quite  fo  legal  as  that  which  it  af- 
fumes  to  anfw^r. 

Qgsere will  much  doubt  be  entertained 

whether  the  fe^l  of  the   Corporation,  or  (the 

late  iiight  Honourable)  Henry    Grattan's  figna- 

ture,  has  been  aflExed  to  the  greater  folly ,  ov 

the  more  remote  affertiotn 

But 


As  Nelfon  and  Hughes/  who  had  the  at 
fwrance  to  accufe  you  before  the  Irifh  Lords, 
did  not  rely  folely  on  their  feals  or  their  fig- 
nature,  it  happened  moft  fortunately  for  your 
charader,  that  their  accufation  was  corrobo- 
rated only  by  oath ;  whilft  your  juflification 
has  been  (.more  legally)  certified  .  upon  ho- 
nour. 

However,  as  I  fear  the  Britilh  and  Irifh 
nations  are  too  folid  and  fulky  to  be  convinced 
by  the  moft  exquifite  ingenuity,  if  it  has  not 
fome  fenfe  or  argument  to  embellifti  it,  I  ap- 
prehend you  had  better  handfomely  give  up 
the  Paragraph  at  once,  and  try  if  we  can  have 
tetter  fuccefs  in  commenting  on  your  Letter. 

But  if  I  fliould  continue  the  fame  flile  of  ap- 
probation and  panegyric  on  your  Letter,  which 
I  haveufed  to  your  Paragraph,  we  might  juftly 
be  fufpefled  of  being  in  cpUufion  to  impofe 
upon  the  public,  and  therefore  I  fhall  now  af- 
feQ  to  proceed  under  colour  of  a  moreferious 
animadverfion  \  though  1  truft  you  will 
do  me  the  juftice  of  thinking  that  I  am  fo 
entirely  difinterefted  on  the  fubjed,  that  1  feel 

neither 
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neither  influenced  nor  biaiTed  in  the  moft  remote 
degree,  by  any  puerile  refpecl  for  either  your 
writing  or  your  charadter. 

As  your  Paragraph  had  the  fingularity, 
fo  it  had  the  end,  of  the  phoenix,  and  from 
its  aflies,  after  eleven  days'  labour,  h^s  arifen 
a  JLetter,  which  poffeffing  all  the  qualities  of 
the  parent,  adds  the  additional  ornaments  of 
length  and  rhapfody ;  and  ^o  enliven  the  former 
fubjefts  of  inveftive,  adds  a  compliment  to  the 
Univerfity  of  Dublin  and  its  reverend  Dofto'i's,  as 
it.  were  to  give  variety  to  a  produftion,  of  which 
you  perhaps  doubted  the  infipidiiy,—— In  that 
folid,  argumentative,  and  well-digefted  Letter  you 
fay,  "  Tou  wijh  to,  begin  with  the  Merchants,  as. 
^'  you  refpe6l  them  moji;^*  and  to  convince  them 
of  that  refpecl  J  and  of  your  own  humility ,  you 
proceed  to  tell  them,  very  refpeftfully,  (by  a 
figure  of  rhetoric)  "  that  in  bearing  down  your 
*'  character  they  forfeit  their  own^*^ — I  prefume 
you  mean  public  charafter,  and  on  that  point  we 
difagree  j  for,  on  the  contrary,  I  know  of  no 
means  by  which  fo  refpeftable  a  body  as  the 
Guild  of  Merchants  could  fo  effedually  forfeit 

their 


9 

their  charaders,  as  by  any  futile  effort  to  fupport 

yours. 

And  perhaps  you  are  the  only  man  of  this 
country,  who  is  at  this  moment  ignorant,  that 
every  public  body  in  Ireland  elevates  its  charac- 
ter in  the  fame  proportion  as  you  reprobate  it, 
and' that  every  loyal  fubjed  becomes  eftimable  in 
the  fame  degree  as  he  is  honoured  by  your  in- 
veftive :— -therefore,  the  Guild  of  Merchants,  I 
apprehend,  find  themfelves  both  ferved  and  ho- 
'  noured  by  your  firft  animadverfion,  and  would 
willingly  return  you  the  fame  compliment,  but 
fear  it  would  not  anfweryou  tht  fame  purpofs. 

However,  guejjing  the  imbecillity  and  impru- 
dence  of  your  firft  obfervation,    you  proceed 

to   qualify  it  by  a  worfe^ and  aflert,  "  that 

"  the  Guild  of  Merchants  are  no  more  the  Mer^, 
*'  chants  of  Dublin^  than  they  are  the  People  of 
"  Ireland!*^ — ^ — Singular  !  to  find  fuch  a  faith- 
ful fympathy  between  public  character  and .  pri- 
vate memory^  that  no  fooner  the  one  is  injured^ 
than  the  other  inftantly  becomes  impaired.  And 
in  the  critical  moment,  you  totally  forget,  that 
the  Guild  of  Merchants  compofe  almoft  all  the 

refpedable 
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refpe£table  traders  in  the  city  of  Dublin ;  and  at 

.  a  full  meeting  of  whom,  and  by  a  unanimous 

'  fuffrage,    (the  late  Right  Honourable')    Henry 

G  RATTAN  Was  disfranchifed  frotn  the  rank  of 

freeman  "  becaufe  he  was  concerned  in  promots- 

*'  ing  the  Rebellion." ^This  naturally  ftartled 

you,  and  to  the  pardonable  fiufh  of  your  fpirits 
on  that  occafion,  I  am  willing  to  impute  your 
florid  and  laconic  defcription  of  the  Guild  and 
their  njotives.  But  for  the  total  abfence .  of 
Wit,  in  your  defcription,  I  fliould  have  been 
led  to  think  it  favoured  of  reverie*— J— And 
the  pureft  advice  I  can  give  you,  to  avoid  fimi- 
lar  failures  in  fatire  and  irony,  is — —rather  to 
purfue  your  old  and  fuccefsful  pradice  of  plagi* 
arifm^  than  hazard  the  invention  of  any  new 
fyftem  of  calumny,  which  none  of  the  fubjedts 
could  feel^  and  very  few  of  them  could  under^ 
Jiand. 

But  feeming  to  feel  that  your  painting  of  the 
Guild  could  hardly  catch  the  eye  of  your  own 
country,  you  moft  plaintively  complain  to  the 
Britifh  Nation  of  the  "  fcandalous  proceedings  ^ 
"  which  a  certain  defcription  of  people  had  adopted 
"  to  hear  down  your  character.**    But  you  very 

judicioufly 
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judieioufly  prevent  all  Britifli  ftrangers  from 
forming  any  grounded  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  chiirge,  or  the  jiiftice  of  the  punifliihent— ^ 
by  wifely  omitting  to  fpecify  the  per/onsj  the 
icharge^  or  the  infliSiion  ;  and  moft  bravely  hold 
out  "  thejhieldofa  charaSier^*  .with  which  they 
are  unacquainted,  to  "  receive  the  Jhafts*^  ot 
a  charge  of  which  they  arc  ignorant,  and  then 
cunningly  plume  yourfelf  upon  the  invijibility  of 
boihi 

However,  in  pity. to  the  (hade  of  departed 
feputition,  I  will  try  to  lay  the  fpirit  of  enquiry 
by  which  it  is  tormented,  and  drive  all  your 
difgraces  within  the  circle  of  a  fingleperiod— 
You  have  beeti  degraded  by  your  King-^oxxx 
Country"^ your  C//y— your  Corporation-'^ your 
Parliament — your  Univerjtty — and  your  Con-- 
nedions         *Tis  done  ! ! 

Public  curiofity  is  now  fatisfied— enquiry  ;will 
be  at  reft — and  ybur  ingenuity  will  be  faved  the 
expenditure  of.  any  further  equivocation.  No- 
thing is  now  requifite  but  epcplanation. 

B  You 
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You  have  been  degraded  by  your  King  from 
the  rank  and  confidence  of  a  pHvy-coun/eU 
br. 

You  have  been  degraded  before  the  Parlia- 
ment^ by  evidence  upon  th^eir  fecret  commit- 
tee. 

You  have  been  degraded  by  the  Metropolis^ 
from  the  privileges  of  a  freeman  and  conjii* 
tuent^ 

You  have  been  erafed  by  Derry  from*  the 
rolls  of  their  loyalifts.. 

You  have  not  been  much  Jlatteredhy  the  felf- 
convi£tion  of  your  intimates. 

And  the  brilliant  fliadow  of  your  former  ho- 
nors has  been  wifely  chafed  from  the  walls  of  our 
univerfity,  left  even  its  (hade  fhould  obfcure  the 
principles  of  the  rifing  generation. 

Your  talents — your  name— nay,  even  the 
pride  of  your  fervices — have  been  degraded  ;^  and 
can .  never  be  reftored,  unlefs  (in  the  words  of 
your  own  addrefs  to  your  eonftituents)  it  fhall 

^' plea/e 
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"  flea/e  Heaven^  to  difpofe  of  Kings  and  of  Par  Ha* 
"  ments  !  !  / 

Thefe  are  grievous  punifliments,  it  is  true^ — af- 
failing  at  once  the  pride  of  a  vain  man,  and  dif- 
appointments  of  an  ambitious  one,  to  whom  no 
confalation  cail  now  remain,  fav^  the  honeft  re- 
fleftioft  of  having  at  leaft  attempted  to  ruin  his 
country. 

But  fo  ftrong  is  my  veneration,  even,  to  the 
mourning  reliques  of  virtue  or  of  patriotifm,  that 
if  it  were  poffible  to  palliate  the  infatiablenefs  of 
your  ambition,  or  the  tortures  of  its  difappoint- 
mentj  I  fhould  pardon  the  efforts  of  your  afpe* 
rity^  as  I  Ihould  the  groans  of  Tantalus^  or  thcl 
curfes  of  Ixion. 

However,  as  you  declare  in  your  Letter,  that 
**  you  receive  your  injuries  with  calm  and  pointed 
forgivenefs,  the  refult  of  a  proud  fuperiority^^ — ; 
I  am  happy  that  your  pride^  and  your  phibfophy^ 
anticipate  the  purpofes  of  my  commiferation, 
and  furnifh  that  miraculous  panacea  to  your 
confcience,  which,  under  every  circumftance  and 
through -every  meafure,  can  keep  pace  with  the 
climax  of  your  errors. 

B  2  You 
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You  fay,  "  to  be  angry  withfuch  men  were  to  be 
**  degraded  ;*'  I  fliould  be  equally  inexcufable 
with  yotirfelf,  were  I  by  any  unneceffary  rebuke 
to  roufe  that  anger,  or  increafe  that  degradation, 
which  is  already  more  than  fufficient  to  undeceive 
your  country.  I  (hall  therefore  reftrain  myfelf 
to  the  humble  (rfHce  of  keeping  the  refult  ^that 
**  proud  fuperiority**  in  praftice,  for  the  exercife 
of  which  you  have  had,  and  probably  will  have, 
fp  many  and  fuch  preiCng  occaiion^* 

Your  juftification  is  itlje  raoft  judicious  that 
iinder  fuch  circumftances  could  poffibly  be  adopt- 
ed. Wide  and  comprehenfive, — ^it  envelopes  aH 
crimes  and  all  difScuIties,*-— ^and  wants  nothing 
but  proof  znd  argument  to  render  it  efficacious. 

You  begin  by  faying,  that  "  Tou  are  Jo  linked 
**  and  connected  with  every  thing  which  belongs  to^ 
**  the  Irijh  Nation^  that  a  comprehenfive  defcription 
*^  of  them  could  not  by  any  injufiice  difgrace  itfelf 
"  without  including  their  natural  friend  and  advo^ 
'*  cate  in  their  degradation^^ 

So  far  as  that  fentence  is  intelligibley  I  per- 
fedly  agree  with  you. 

I  freely 
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I  freely  admit,  that  you  have  been  lately  fo 
Jinked  and  conneded  with  a  thing  that  belonged 
to  a  great  body  of  the  Irifh  nation,  that  it  is  now 
doubtful  %vhich  the  difgrace  belongs  to.  And  I 
alfo  admit,  that  your  degradation  does  arife  from 
being  the  natural  friend  and  advocate  of  that 
body  of  the  people  with  whom  you  were  fo  link- 
ed and  conneded  ;  and  which  body,  after  having 
caufed  the  veins  of  35,000'of  his  Majefty's  de- 
luded fubjefts  to  be  opened,  has  at  length  given 
you  thejlipy  and  (at  leaft  offered)  to  return  to 
^ts  allegiance.  ^ 

And  as  to  anothet  great  body  of  the  Irifli 
nation,  of  whom  if  you  were  not  the  natural-^ 
I  admit  you  were  the  pretended — ^friend  and  ad- 
vocate, it  is  now  pretty  well  afcertained,  that 
your  friendfhip  has  ruined  the  credit^  arid  your 
advocacy  the  caufe^  of  your  clients ;  and  that 
the  only  advantage  they  can  -now  derive 
from  their  experience,  is  the  comfortable  reflec- 
tion, that  in  deftroying  them^  you  have  ruined 
yourfelf ;  and  mull  now  relinquifti  your  tr jde,  as 
you  can  cxpeft  no  farther  credit. 

Your 
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Your  next  ground  of  defence  is  neither  fo  ge- 
neral or  fo  judicious.  You  rely  (as  a  proof  of 
your  innocence)  that  there  was  not  legal  evidence 
of  your  guilt  before  the  Guild  of  Merchants,  and 
I  equally  admire  your  play  upon  the  word  "  con* 
eerned^^  as  ufed  by  the  Guild  ;  and  your  filence 
on  the  word  "  promoted^^  as  ufed  by  the  Corpo- 
ration. The  former  expreffion  you  conceived 
more  difficult  of  f  roof  than  the  latter,  and  if  you 
could  weaken  the  application  of  the  one  term, 
you  would  let  the  other  take  its  chance  of  cre- 
dit. '  ...  V 

But  when  you  took  and  fubfcribed  the  oath  of 
a  Freeman^  you  had  quite  comprehenfion  enough 
to  underftand  the  extent  of  your  obligation  ;  and 
I  do  not  recoiled  in  that  oath  ^nyfalvo  for  a  play 
upon  expreffions,  more  efpecially  relating  to  tred' 
fonable  pradices.  However,  if  you  have^  any 
doubts  upon  that  fubjeft,  you  can  eafily  reconcile 
yourfelf  by  recurring  to  your  own  jurat. 

Though  the  great  leading  principles  of.  legal 
evidence,  as  admitted  or  applied  by  the  fuperior 

'  or 


J7  '  . 

or  ordinary  courts-  of  criminal  judicature,  are  ^ 
decided  and  immutable,  yet,  the  praCtice— -the  ' 
neceflity — the  mode — and  the  extent  of  evidence, 
is  frequently  varied  before  other  tribunals.  Par- 
liament,— courts-martial  and  military — courts  of 
admiralty —  corporation- courts  — jurifdiftions  by 
ftatute — &c.  frequently  admit  evidence  for  fpeciat 
purpofes,  by  privilege^  cujiom^  or  ex  necejjiate  rjsi^ 
which  ftridly  would  not  be  fufficient  in  the 
ordinary  criminal  courts  of  juftice ;  yet,  by  that 
privilege,  cuftom,  or  necefGty,  it  becomes  legal 
evidence,  quoad  the  fubjeds — ^purpofe— or  appli- 
cation ;  and  I  believe  you  will  hardly  rejl  your 
juftification  on  an  argument  that  a  corporation, 
in  excution  of  its  corporate  p^wer  or  capacity, 
muft,  in  all  inftances  produce  the  fame  ftricl, 
technical,  full,  extent  of  legal  evidence  to  amove  .. 
a  corporator,  which  would  be  neceffary  to  hang 
.  him.  And  your  charge  againfl  the  Guild  being 
disfranchifement,  without  as  much  legal  evidence 
as  would  take  away  your  life^  I  apprehend  that 
fo  far  from  reprobating  the  Guild  of  Merchants, 
for  not  going  far  enough  in  evidence,  you  oughfe 
rather  to  have  given  them  your  motfc  fincere  and 

public 
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puCIic  thanks,  for  not  having  gone  further  ih^.A 
was  neceffary  to  a  cm/purpofe. 

I  do  not  deny  ?ir precipitancy  of  the  Guild  iii 
your  amoval,  but  (it  being  performed)  I  admire 
your  hardinefs  and  courage  in  provoking  a  canvajs 
of  its  caufes^ 

Yet,  however  the  Guild  might  have  beert 
zealous  or  precipitate,  the  one  was  fully  autho- 
rized by  your  conduSly  the  other  by  your  abfence*. 
The  evidence  of  Hughes  and  Nelfon,  and  thefi-s 
lence  of  Sweetman,  were  equally  comprehenlive 
and  convincing  j  being  concerned  in  rebellion,  and 
promoting  it,  though  different  words  have  the-fanie 
import.  In  rebellion  all  are  principals,  from  the 
crudevconfpirator  to  the  finifhed  rebel,  through 
all  the  tools  and  inftruments  of  its  workmanfhip  % 
and  the  Guild  of  Merchants,  who  (not  youjf  were 
to  judge  of  the  credit  to  be  given  to  your  accufersi 
unluckily  thought  differently  from  you,  and  fup- 
ported  their  opinion  by  a  corporate  expulfion. 
You  were  not  called  pn  for  your  defence,  be- 
caufe  you  had  fled  from  \x,%  jurifdidion^  and  to 
the  errors  of  your  conduft,  had  wifely  added  the 
impoflibility  of  being  called  upon* to  defend  it* 

Therefore, 
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Therefore  their  zeal  in  your  amoval,  you  muft 
attribute  to  their  loyalty,  and  the  want  of  notice 
to  your  elopement. 

1  do  not  wifti  to  hurt  your  feelings  T>y  a  re- 
cital of  the  Freeman's  oath; — as  you  always 
evinced  a  very  juft  deteft'ation  to  the  revenue, 
in  all  its  department^,   I  fhould  not  prqfuihe 
that  yoii  would  clafs  the  obligation  of  a  free 
merchant    with  the    oath    of    an   excifeman, 
taken  for  form y  and  obferved  at  difcretion.     Yet 
if  you  attempt  to  refine  upon  the  conftruflion 
of  the  one,  yoii  eftablirfi  the  doArine  of  the 
other ;    and   defend  -  yourfelf    upon    the  fame 
JDrinciple,  which  you  have  fpent  half  your  life, 
and    all  your  argument,    in  reprobating.——^ 
Lord  Mansfield   has   clearly  determined — that 
^'breach  of  a  corporate  oath  is  fufficient  caufe 
6f   amoval,   (without  cbnviSiion  in  a  court  of 
law) — Analyfe  yoiir  oath-^confideryour  conduft 
— ^refled  on  the  accufation — read  the  proofs-*— and 
as  you  are  now  very  jurtly  indifferent  to  public 
opinion,  and  all  its  cionfequences,  give  me  a  little 
of  that  candour,  a  retention  of  which  can  now 
be  of  no  further  value  to  you,   and  fay  truly — . 
Have  the  Guild  or  Corporation  proceeded  upon 
C  evidenct 
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evidence,  "  not  only  not  trt4£,  hut  recorded  to  be 

"  f^lf^  ^^*' 1  fliall  again  appeal  to  your  can- 

dour — it  feems  the  mod  valuable  quality  to 
perfons  fo  illiberally  accufed  as  you  have  been. 
— Candour  has  been  the  moft  reviving  prefer* 
vative  amongft  many  of  your  friends  and  inti- 
mates—by their  recent  candour^  fome  of  them 
have  lately  obtained  a  general  leave  of  abfence 
from  this  kingdom,  inftead  of  being  obliged  to 
travel  a  much  more  troublefome  and  painful 
journey. 

Therefore  take  courage — anfwer  me  with 
candouri^^t,  Beattie's  argument  for  the  Chriftian 
religion)  "  if  it  can  do  you  no  good,  you  may  he 
ajfured  it  can  do  you  no  harm^^ 

Qjieries Have  your  Speeches  in   ParKa- 

ment,    fince  Lord  Fitzwilliam  and  you  were 
Jepofed,  tended  to  promote  Rebellion  ? 

Has  your  Addrefs  to  the  Catholics,  defiring 
them  "  inflantly  to  embrace^  and  greatly  to 
"  emancipates^  tended  to  promote  Rebellion  ? 

Ha« 


Has  your  celebrated  Addrefs  to  your  Condi- 
tuents,  (fb  prettily  handled  by  his  Worfliip, 
Dr.  Duigenan)  tended  to  promote  Rehllion  ? 

-^I  do  not  fufpeA  you  for  countenancing  the 
Union  Star — the  inftruftions  there  were  too 
plain  and  intelligible  for  your  pei^-i^But  pray 
did  you  write  for  the  Prefs  ? 

'  —I  fhall  aft  you  no  queftions  relative  to  your* 
journey  to  Maidftone,  a$  a  witnefs  to  the  purity 
of  O'Connor,  becaufe  he  gave  you  the  retort 
courteous,  and  confefled  himfelf  guilty — cir- 
cumftancesnot  ^yw^/Zy  confinning  your  credit 
aod  his  veracity. 

t— rrr^Buta  Miv  Grattan -^-^-^  Pid  you,  with 
a//  ymr  innocence  on  your  hea4x  when  a  mortal, 
cruel,  ^nd  bigoted  rebellion^  burft  forth  in 
your  country-r^when  the  Iriih  gentry  were  pro- 
fcribed— butchered  — and  WQuld  batve  been  • 
annihilated  but  for  their  union  a^id*  their  gal- 
lantry.— I  fay,  did  yow  jLy  for  thefamey  or  not  f-^ 
Were  you  then  found  in  the  ranks  of  loyalty 
and  of  honour,  encouraging,  byi  your  counfels, 
or  aiding  by  your.perfon,  (fuch  as  it  Was)  the 

caufe  of  your  country  ? 

C  2  Or 
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Or,  did  the  Evening-ftar  find  you  an  emigrant 
in  Anglefea — fkulking  behind  fome  cqrrefpQi^d-  ^ 
ing  cragg— -sfnd  rehearing  to  the  unconfcious 
rock  the  fabricated  periods  of  that  inflammatory 
eloquence^  which  at  once  fired  and  confumcd 
ypvir  country  ? 

— ^When  the  plunderers  of  Europe  invaded 
that  country  which'you  profefs  to  adore — and  def- 
perately  plunged  ^t  its  religion  and  its  confti- 
tution— when  you  had  no  pretence  p  fay  it 
was  the  caufe  of  the  Irish  Peoph — -where  wer^ 
you  ? — ^Why  did  you  defert  yo^r  ftandard,  when 
the  enemy  were  FRENcp?—Anfwer — or  plead 

guilty. 1  afk  you  but  one  queftion  mpfe-r^ 

now — Are  the  charges  againft  you  remote  and 
nonfenficalX 

The  Guild  of  Merchants— the  Corppratipn  , 

of   Dublin — and    "  all   other  Corporations  and, 

"  per  Jons  adopting  ftmilar  proceedings^^ — receive 

with  equal  fatisfa&ion  the   acrimpny  of  your 

reproach,  and  the  "  calmnefs  of  your  forgivenefs^^ 

— and  offer  you  neither  their  tnmity  or  their 

friendship ;  they  know  you  can  want  neither  an 

ene7ny   or  a  flatterer ^   while   you  poffefs  your 

#«.•;;  confidence^ 

In 
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In  atonement    for  my  foregoing    ftridures 
mpon   your  performance,'    and  the  pain  and  , 
conftraint  I  feel    in  becoming  your  commen- 
H^ovy  I  muft  now  exprefs  my  delight  and  ad- 
miration of   the  Jlyle  in  which  you  have  fo 
iijgenioufly  painted— ^^  your    calm  forgivenefs"^ 
of  the  Reverend  Doftors — fo  admirably  adapted  • 
to  decry   the   principles    of  the    Union — your  » 
compliment,   judicioufly  beginning  with  blaf- 
pheiriy,  and  ending  with  nonfenfe — the  glorious 
prototype  of  religion  and  politics  united. 

The  firft  part  of  your  compliment  to   the 
Dodors  is  admirable.     You  fay—"  Were  it  not 
"  robbing  Heaven^  &c.  &c?^ — the  fublimity  of  the 
idea  muft  ftrike  even  the  ftiipidity  of  the  Guild 
—rand  robberies  of  that  kind  having  been  feJ- 
dom  attempted  fince  the  time  of  the  Giants, 
in  Ovid's  Metamorphofes,  muft  give  an  admi- 
rable fcope  to  the  refearches  of  the  learned  and 
accompliftied  profeffors  of   aftronomy,  to  dis- 
cover th^  manner  by  which  you  intend  to  per- 
j  form  the  fame ;  and  the  Reverend  Profeffors  of 
Theology  and  Divinity  will  certainly  feel  much 
p^igedby  your  timely  notice  of  your  lii^cntioii 
to  plunder  a  place,  which  they  have  hitherto 

been 
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been  accuftomed  to  c^onfider  as  very  much  be- 
longing to  themffhes}  whilft  the  boldnefs  of 
the  expreflion  difplays  an  undaunted  contempt 
for  danger,  both  of  foul  and  body^— and  muft 
render  immortal  the  name  of  that  hero,  who 
having  made  every  attempt  upon  fhis  world, 
has  declared  hi$  intention  of  afp^phing  the 
next. 

As  to  the  rcfidue  of  the  compliment,  be- 
ginning with  the  words  "  up  and  down^^  and 
ending  with  the  word  **  Clergymeny*  nothing 
can  be  fo  complimentary  to  the  profound  karh- 
ing  and  eraditiotf  of  the  Reverend  Dpftor  Bar- 
ret and  the  learned  feminary,  as  the  folution  of 
a  fentence,  which  moll  certainly  will  puzzle  all 
the  reft  of  the  world. — If  the  Reverend  Doftors 
cannot  decypher  it,  they  will  probably  take  it 
as  a  greater  compliment  than  you  intended.— 
If  they  can,  they  will  have  the  honour  of 
foJving  the  ambiguity  of  a  didion,  unparalleled 
in  any  language,  living  or  dead;  upon  the  face 
of  the- habitable  globe,  (except  one  paflage»of 
Rabelais y  which  his  Mbft  Chriftian  Majefty  re- 
ferred to  the  learned  College  at  Salamanca  for 
an  explanation.) 

My 
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My  humble  advice  to  the  Dodors  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  is—  to  refer  your  compliment  to 
the  Hiftoric  Society,  as  a  Jlanding  fubjeil  for 
difquifition  and  argument: — and  the  more  ef- 
pecially,  as  I  underftand  that  one  of  the  fun- 
damental laws  of  that  learned  inftitution  is*-* 
**  never  to  come  to  any  decijion^ 

The  fole  caufe  of  your  compliment  is  faid  to 
have  arifen  by  the  amoval  of  ydur  piQurc 
from  the  Hall  of  the  Univerfity,  where  it  had 
been  placed  in  oppofition  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Flood— who,  to  ihew  how  inferior^// 
mode  of  '^  forgiveness^  was  to  your's,  bequeathed 
almoft  his  whole  fortune  to  the  Reverend  Doc* 
^ors. 

Yet  however  you  may  be  attached  to  the  other ' 
fyftem,  with  great  propriety,  copy 

the  moderation  of  the  Court — when  you  recol-  * 
left  the  vicious  treatment  your  (former)  friend, 
Mr.  Broom,  has  given  to  divers  Kings,  Qjieens, 
and  Lord  Lieutenants,  who  appear,  ftuck  up 
in  rags,  in  his  riding-houfe,  to  frighten  his 
horfes — and  that  not  one  of  them— their  heirs- 
or  fucceflbrs — have  ever    complained  of  the 

indignity  they  have  fuffered. 

Nor 
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Nor  do  i  apprehend  that  Mr.  Broom  will 
even  be  attainted  for  the  fame,  (as  by  law  ht 
might)  at  leaft  for  a  confiderable  time  after  his 
*  death  and  interment ; — and  as  your's  has  only 
experienced  the  fatei  of  other  family  pidlures, 
and  the  fame  which  probably  your  own  heir 
will  think  proper  to  perform  in  time  to  cotne, 
if  he  Ihall,  at  any  period,  chance  to  read 
yotir  life  and  adventures,  6r  thefe  prefe'nts, 
I  fhould  recommend  it  to  yoti,  not  to  give  your- 
felf  further  uneafinefs  upon  this  fubjeft,  unlels 
you  think  proper  to  recur  to  your  invincible 
and  (landing  argument,  viz.  that  the  learned 
Doftors  had  not  kga/  evidence  fiifficient  to  amove 
your — portrait.     ^ 

'  As  I  am  aware  that  any  thing  refpedling  an 
Adminiftration  of  which  ypu  are  not  a  Minijier^ 
muft  be  ungrateful  to  your  feelings,  I  have 
poftponed  that  fubjeft  to  the  laft,  and  I  flialt 
only  advert  to  that  branch  of  it  in  which  you 
have  been  official. 

You  were  a  Privy  Counfellor— you  took  and 
fubfcribed  the  oath  of  a  Privy  Counfellor— ^^ 
'  you  w^ere  thereby  bound  to  your  allegiance  in  its 

Jiricleji 
—  '^  Vide  late  attainder  bill. — 
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firi^eji  fenfe-rdid  that  Oath  fpeak  of  "  diftover* 
"  ing  treafon — ^mlfprifion  of  treafons — treafon- 
"  able  confpiracies^ — &fr,  l^c.  ^c.  ?^—Wexe  you 
thereby  bound  to  his  Majefty's  crown  and  dig- 
nity—and the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State? — 
and  did  you  fully ^  f^i^lyt  and  unequivocally  fulfil 
that  obligation  ? 

Nelfon  and  Hughes  fay,  not  /—They  have  the 
prefumption  to  fay— you  enquired,  and  were  in>i 
formed  of,  the  numbers  of  confpirators--^'Ait  num^ 
bers  of  their  opponents-^ihc  ftate  of  the  country-— i- 
and  that  you  were  ^^  prejfedto  come  FORWARCf/' 
* — and  you  concealed  it  all! — Was  that  an  iri- 
fignificant  inducement  to  remove  you  from,  the 
rank^  and  confidence  of  a  Privy-Counfetlor  ? 
Far  he  it  from  me,  to  acciife  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  with  the  crime  of  your  degra- 
dation ;— your  fpirited  defcription  of  his  Excel- 
lency's ^^  extraordindry  contefi'^firugglingto  spare 
^*  the  Irifh  .people^  agdinfi  an  Irihb  Faction!!  '* 
is  fufBciently  comprehenfive  of  your  approbation, 
and  his  Excellency's  merit.  Nor  could  it  be 
fiippofed,  that  he  who  removed  you  from  the 
Privy-Council  would  have  found  more. favor  in 

D  your 
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your  fight,  than  they  who  removed  you  from  th^ 
^Corporation',     and   we  muft   therefore  attribute 
your  difmiffal  to  your  Sovjereign-^— and  your 
filence  on  his  virtues. fubftantiate  the  conjeOiure^ 

Ifliall  not  enter  into  any  difquifitron^^/ /r^- 
fent)  of  his  Excellency's  meafures — -"my  mind  is 
made  up— but  it  is  foreign  to  the  prefent  fubjefl:. 
As  to  Faction-^/ am  equally  inimical  2,^  yourfelf 
—I  own  it  not — and  be  aflured,  I  fliall  never  be 
the  advocate  of  a  malignant  or  fanguinary  Faction 
•*-nor  yet  of  a  wrong-headed^  ohjlinate^  and  mif-- 
chievous  Perverfenefs. — I  defpife  Fadion — A  am 
unconn'e£ted  with  it-** and  in  my  opinion  nothing 
x:an  be  more  difgraceful-^raort  dangerous — or 
moTG  diJhonQurable  to  a ^r^^  Country,  than  a  Fac- 
tion' to  fet  up  an  Oi-ioARCHY— except  a- Fac- 
tion to  fet  up  a  Republic  ! ! ! 

Y out  gracious  Sovereign  heard  of  ypur  Curi^ 
ofity^  and  has  promoted  you  from  the  ftation  of  a 
Privy^Counfellor  to  the  rank  of  a  Citize'N-— ail 
/Icvation  fo  accordant  to  your  Principles  and  Poti^ 
ticsy  that  you  muft  be  delighted  at  your  preferment; 
—  however,  if  any  perverfe  chagrin  ihould  induce 

you 
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you  to  think  otherwife,  you  have  ftill  a  falutary 
anodyne  in  your  ^^  pointed forgivenefs-^zxidi  a  high 

confolation  in  your  irrefragable  argument •   • 

*^  That  his  Majesty  had  -not  legal  evidence  for 

^'  your  amoval.-! We  have  now,   (I  hope  . 

much  to  your  fatisfadion  and  amufemeni)  gone 
iJirough  your  Paragraph  and  Letter— I  re- 
peat to  you — I  belong  not  to  the  Facti6n  you 
reprobate ;  but  I  am  a  Freeman — a  Free-Merchant 
— (nay,  fomething.  more  in  this  country )^and, 
above  ally  I  am  a  Loyal  Subject.  I  write  not 
to  affail  you — ^but  to  defend  thenu  You  ilUad- 
vifedly  called  out  their  advocates,  whilft  you  of- 
tentatioufly  affume  that  office  for  a  Body  you  call 
'^he  People,  but  /call  Th§  Duj»esJ 

I  lean  not  on  your  private  charader^  or  your 
private  condud — I  know  of  nothing  reprehenfible 
in  either — and  if  I  did,  I  am  neither  mean  or  ma- 
licious ^nougfi  to  publifh  it : But  you  have 

made  your  public  charader — Fair  Game-^ — you 
have  fo  interwoven  your  political  delinquency  with 
your  ,cqlumny  of  the  Metropolis-^-^-that  any  man 
attached  to  the  one^  is  called  upon  to  expofe  the 

other : You  have  fallen  from  a  great  height — 

I)  2  and 
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and  never  will  have  ftrength  to  fcrambk  back  to 
your  fituation ! 

I  (hall  have  the  honor  feduloafly  to  attend  to 

your  performances and  as  often  as  you  fhall 

pleafe  to  tumble  for  the  amufement  of  my  native 
City — ^fo  often  I  (hall  be  ready  to  give  due  credit 
to  that  entertaining  verfatility  of  your  native  ta- 
lentg,  which  changed  you  from  the  Hero— to 
the  Harlequin — of  Ireland. 

N.  B.  As  your  abfence  from  your  Country, 
whil/i  the  Rebellion  was  deciding^  has  probably 
prevented  many  of  your  Friends  from  correfpond- 
ing  with  you  (fince  that  unconjlitutional  prance, 
of  opening  gentlemen's  letters  in  the  poft-office) 
you  would,  perhaps,  wiffi  to  know  the  fate  of 
your  Brethren  in  the  popular  Societies  for  Reform 
and  Emancipation — which  you  fo  judicioufly  plant- 
ed, and  fo  luxuriantly  embellifhed— *— you  have 
therefore  annexed  a  Lift  of  a  few  of  thefe 
^^^  dear  Friends**  with  whom  you  were  ^^fo  linked 
"  and conne6led**  in  bono  publico — and  whofe  glo- 
rious martyrdom  in  defence  of  their  Societies, 

muft 
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piuft  furely  t]wrine  another  iaufel  round  the  tem- 
ples of  their  Founder  and  their  P^/r^w.— — Per- 
piit  to  affure  you,  (with  the  true  fpirit  of  diplo- 
matte  courtefy)  that  I  hold  you  in  the  highejl 
Conftderaiim^ 

And  am,  Esf^.  &fr.  &f^.  l^c. 

MERCATOR,  &c- 


A  LIST 
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A    LIST 

Of  a  FEW   leading   Gentlemen  (dear  Friends) 

belonging  to  the  Laudable  and  Patriotic 

Societies  of — —The  People, 

TChe  Whig-Club — Society  f$r  Liberty  and  Peace-^ 

UsirED  Irishmen Catholie  Convention 

Regenerated  Aldermen  of  Skinners^ 'Alley--^ 
--^National  Executive— "^Dublin  Library 
SocjETT  to  procure  Evidence  for  Loia>  MO  IRA 
— Ssfr.  ^c.  ^c— 

Who  have  been  moft  ungeneroujly  hanged  off 
or  otherwife  difpofed  of,  againji  the  Law  of  L/. 
berty — by  the  Law  of  the  Land. 


Counfellor  H.  Sheares  Hanged. 

Counfellor  J.  Sheares  Hanged. 

Counfellor  T.  Emmett  Caft  for  Tfanfportation. 

Counfellor  A.  O'Connor  Caft  for  Tranfportation. 

Counfellor  Sampfon  Tranfpbrted, 

CounfellorWolfeTone,?  ^, 

A    ,  ,.    o  <  Throat  cut. 

Catholic  secretary       3 

Counfellor  Sir  E.  Crofbie,^  ^_ 

Bart.  r'^S"'^- 

Counfellor  B.  Harvey       Hanged. 
W.  M.  Byrne,  Efq. ,  Hanged. 

Lord 


M 


>  Habeas  Corpusfd* 


Mr.  Oliver  Bond 


Lord  Edw.  Fitzgerald      Shot. 

Counfellor  Moore,  ex- 

Direaor^  (of  Cajilebar)\ 

1  Condemned — and  died 

i  for  fear  of  beinghanged. 

Major  Bacon  Hanged. 

Dodior  Mc.  Nevin  Caft  for  Tranfportation. 

Secretary  of  Whig  Club      Caft  for  Tranfportation. 

Lieut.  Buckley  Hanged. 

Mr.  Byrne,  ^Printer  to  > 

;,   ,      ,       .         >- Caft  fot  Tranfportation. 
to  all  the  above)         \ 


Attornies  to 
the  above. 


Meffrs.  Dowling,") 


Caft  for  Tranf- 
portation, on* 


their  own 
Confef&ons« 


Eeon, 

Mc.  Guchen 

l5fc. 

For  the  other  Gentlemen  fill-ufedj  I  refer  yotf 
to  the  Tran/portation-BiU — iFugitive-BHU — and 
Dublin  Journal — "i^c.  l^c. 

OH!    TEMPORA! 
OH/  MORES!// 
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GENTLEMAN 


IN    IRELAND, 


TO  HIS    FRIEND 


AT  BATH. 


CORK: 
FKINTEb    AT   THX  H£RALI>-OIFICX>  SVNCAM-IT  KXIT. 


1798. 


LETTERS. 


LETTER    L 


Corh  S^ptemhcr  io»  1798^ 
MY  DEAR  FKIEND, 

X  H  E  neceffity  that  compels  you  to  have  continual 
recourfe  to  the  reftorative  virtue  of  Bath  waters,  has 
long  been  lamented  by  your  friends  in  this  country : 
it  is  now  peculiarly  felty  If  the  agreeable  qualities 
of  your  private  charader  alone  were  wanting,  they 
might  be  difpenfed  with,  but  no  portion  of  public 
virtue  can  at  fuch  a  time  be  fpared.  The  abfence  of 
every  well  difpofed  gentleman,  be  the  circle  of  his 
influence,  example,  and  authority  ever  fo  fmall,  is  a 
ferious  misfortune;  and  I  am  forry  to  be  oWiged  to 
obferve,  that  too  maily  of  our  countrymen  have  quit- 
ted the  pofts  they  were  bound  by  every  tie  of  honour 
and  duty  to  maintain,  without  half  fo  good  an  apo- 
logy for  tbcir  defertioa. 

The  anxiety  you  feel  to  be  made  fully  acquainted 
with  the  real  fituation  of  things  here,  is  natural,  and 
I  wifti  with  all  my  heart  I  was  as  well  qualified  as  I  am 

A  2  willing 
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to  gratify  it.  A  pcrfon  who  has  been  fevcn  years  abfeot 
from  this  country  may  be  well  furprifed  at*the  ex- 
traordinary changes  that  have  taken  place  within  fo 
fliort  a  period.  When  you  left  your  native  land,  it 
was  advancing  fall  to  opulence  and  importance.— 
Among  the  lower  orders,  the  comforts  of  induftry 
and  exertion  began  'to  fucceed  to  the  mifery  of  riot 
and  idlenefs;  while  thofe  of  the  better  fort  made  a  pro- 
portional progrefs  in  the  culture  of  ufeful  and  polite 
arts.  Religious  prejudice  feemed  to  have  facrificed 
its  inveteracy  at  the  altar  of  national  concord,  and 
liberality  of  fentiment,  if  not  the  order,  was  at  Icaft 
the  faftiion  of  the  day.  Agriculture  and  commerce 
received  daily  improvement  and  increafe,  and  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  wealth  for  a  few  years  unmediately  prece- 
ding this  unfortunate  rebellion  was  extremely  rapid. 
No  longer  negledled,  defpifed  or  unknown,  Ireland 
l)egan  to  feel  the  iniportance  6f  her  fitnation,  and  to 
attain  among  nations  her  due  degree  of  rank  and  ce- 
lebrity. The  dignity  and  independence  of  her  par- 
liament bfeing  aflerted  and  eflablifhcd,  nothing  but 
time  and  tranquillity  feemed  wanting  to  enfu re  to  her 
fons  as  high  a  degree  of  temporal  profperity,  as  the 
imperfeftion  of  human  nature  can  venture  to  afpire 
to.  In  the  general  fyftem  of  government  no  mate- 
rial defeA  was  obferved,  or  at  leaft  complained  of. 
The  difpute  among  politicians  refpcdled  the  compe^ 
itncy  of  minijlersy  not  the  form  of  the  conjlitution. 
Diffenfion  of  rival  parties,  ftruggling  for  minifterial 
advancement,  is  always  found  in  a  free  ftate,  and, 

though 
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^ough  produ^ve  of  much  rancour  and  violence^ 
feems  fo  far  from  rctardipg  the  general  good,  that  to 
a  certain  degree,  it  appears  neceffary  to  promote  it. 
In  this  ftate  of  affairs  you  left  the.  country  •—Every 
thing  feemed  to  kad  to  happinef^,  profperity,  and 
peace.  '  You  defire  to  tnow  by  what  daemon  the  ap- 
ple of  difcord  has  been  thrown  among  us,  and  why  a 
people  fo  content,  fo  thriving^  and  fo  united,  have  on 
a  fudden  mofl:  unaccountably  da&ed  their  cup  with 
gall,  and  given  themfelves  up  a  prey  to  the  mofl  fiend* 
like  and.  tormenting  paffions.  You  would  even  be 
incredulous,,  if  it  was  poffible  to  doubt  the  fad.— 
You  think  that  a  people  fo  attached  and  amenable, 
would  .n&ver  have  entered  into  lawlefs  combination 
and  bloody  confpiracy  without  fome  cogent  reafons, 
and  you  \viih  me  to  give  you  a  candid  account  of 
their  motives  and  their  condud.  The  northern  part 
of  the  kingdom,  ^you  believe,  has  generally  been 
more  or  lefs  divided  anddifturbed  by  religious  dif- 
.fenfion,  but  in  the  fouth,  the  place  of  our  nativity 
and  refidenc4j,  all  appeared  to  be  mutual  confidence 
and  harmony.  You  conceived  the  Roman  Catholic 
tenant  to  be  as  afiefiionately  attached,  and  to  have  as 
flrong  grounds  of  affedionate  attachment  to  a  Protef- 
tant  landlord  as  to  one  of  his  own  profeflion  of  faith, 
and  convinced  as  you  are  that  the  condu£l  of  the 
Proteftant  gentry  has  of  late  been  even  improving  in 
point  of  kindnefs  and  liberality,  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
jufteft  fyrprife  to  learn  that  they  have  in  fo  many  in- 
ftanccs  biBCome  vidims  to  the  barbarous  and  undif- 

tinguilhing 
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unguiHiiDg  rage  of  the  peafantry.  Tou  intreat  me 
to  explain,  if  I  can,  by  what  diabolical  ingenuity^ 
the  agents  of  fedition,  have  been  able  to  arm  the 
hand  of  the  domeftic  againfi  his  mailer,  to  perfuadc 
the  tenant  to  confpire  againfi  the  life  of  his  landlord, 
and  to  induce  the  fubje£t,  at  the  riik  of  his  owA  life 
and  property,  to  meditate  the  de{faru£kion  of  that  go^- 
vernment  £rom  which  he  had  received  favours  that 
fome  year^  ago  his  moft  ardent  expeAadons  did  not 
afpire  to,  and  under  which  he  was  thriving  with  al«- 
moft  unexampled  rapidity.  Of  the  general  nature 
and  extent  of  the  confpiracy  the  reports  of  the  fecret 
committees  of  our  two  houfes  of  parliament  have 
^iven  a  clear  and  fuccind  account*  I  fiiall  endeavour 
to  enter  a  little  mote  into  detail,  in  order  to  explain 
the  true  fprings  and  motives  by  which  fuch  langai^ 
nary  paffions  were  excited,  and  fo  many  jarring  and 
difcordant  parts  combined  into  a  revolutionary  fyf- 
teni,  to  promote  the  ambitious  defigns  of  a  few  tur« 
bulcnt  men,  whofe  wickednefs  and  temerity  would, 
perhaps,  have  been  more  feverqly  puniflied  by  their 
fucccfs)  than  they  have  been  by  their  difappointmenu 

■  I  remain,  &c* 
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LETTER    II, 


X  H£  origin  of  our  troubles  is  Undoubtedly  to  be 
afcriibed  to  the  Fi-ench  revolution,  that  moft  fertife 
aiid  exteiriivcfource'of  difoontent,  tujfbnlence  and  iii- 
fujrre£iion«  The  plaufibility  of  its  firft  principles, 
was,  ifmuftbeoonfefled,  alriioft  irrefiflibly  impofing. 
The  idea  .of  a  .government,  in-whieh  pqwerwa^. ne- 
ver to  be  abufed,  where  merit  alon^  was  to  bere^^iird- 
cd  l)y  d^itindion,  and  where  afll  were  to  live  in  tran- 
quil and  Kappy  brotherhood,  could  not  fail  to  faF' 
cinateand  ddight:  fuch  a  fyftcm  of  focia^l  ci>raniU'^ 
nion  had  oftcin  been  the  fii^bjeft  of  pKilofophic  theory, 
but  was never  before  donfideredas  reducible  to  pra6- 
tice.  The  felicity  of  an  Utopia  incompatible  with 
humanfraihy,  is  oiily  to  be-found  in  the  itoagination, 
iJotJttng,  however,  is  infurmouhtable  to  thit  vttaty 
whiehfcormng  to  build  upon  wifdbift  and  expferientfe 
of  others,  afpires  to  ah'excflufivefapieneei  The-^- 
luminat^d  fnges- of  ithe  Parifian  fchool  pretended  to 
fee'no  difficulty  in  accompIiHiing  what  the  coli^6U^d 
wiidom  of  fix  thoufand  years  had  declared  to  beim^ 
pra&icabie.  The  refult  of  the  undertaking  corref- 
ponded  with  its  arrogance,  and  exhibited  a  feries  of 
di&ppointments  and  calamities,  from  whiqh  human 
*I^ride,  wouiid  it  deign  tobe  taught,  might  draw  a  oadft 
profit^Me  kflfoto,  Among'ihe various  partes daattfiic- 

celiivdy 
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ceffivdy  prefided  in  that  diftra£lcd  country,  profef- 
lion  and  pradice  have  been  fo  fingularly  at  variance 
with  each  dther,  that  laws  appear  to  have  been 
made,  for  the  fole  pleafiire  of  having  them  repealed; 
decrees  iffued,  for  no  other  purpofo  than  to.  be  re- 
verfed ;  and  principles  laid  downv  onlycthatthey:may 
be  violated.  The  conftitution,  which  one  aflembly 
pronounced  to  be  a  matfterpi^ce  of  faumanxontrivancej 
was  found  by  another  incomplete  and  defe&ive;  it  , 
•  was  fucceeded,  of  courfc,  by  afeco|nd  effort, of  inge- 
nuity, the  perfeflion  of  which  was  equally  adorira- 
rable,  but,  ahs  \  equally  tranfitory.  A  monarchy 
under  certain  reftri£lions,  though  fanfilioned  by  the 
general  confent  o£  the  nation,  was,  without  waiting 
the  teft  of  an  experiment,  exchanged,  for  a  republic 
under  no  rcftriaion  at  all. .  To  abolifhthe  reign  of 
fuperftition  they  engaged  a  ftrumpet  to  perfonate  a 
goddefs. :  The  perfon  of  their  late  Bang  was  by  the 
folemn  voice  of  the  legiflature  declared  to.be  invio- 
lable, but  <a  ibort  time  before  they  cut  off  his  head. 
The  Trade  of  War  was  expref&ly  renounced  as  in? 
eompatible  with  the  new  philanthropy ;.  yet  it  has  | 

been  in  £aA  dmoftthe  only  tradeof  regenerated  and  j 

benevolent  Fxahce !  This  everlafting  war  of  principle  | 

with  pradHce ;  this  wanton  difris^rd  of  every  tbiog  \ 

fedcais,  folenm  and  tibligatory  ^  this  perpetual  facri-  *| 

fice  of  juftice  to  expediency ;  this  vafatility  of  fyftem  j 

wHch  fcarbidstheharafled  fubjed  to  expsfi  the  com-  1 

fort  of fecurity^  under  fettled  laws,  have,  it  is  true,  in  a 
great  meafure  reilored  to  Che/delu(ted&imd  its  fanity  of 

judgmenu 
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judgment*   The  fafcinating  vifion  is  gone  by  and  we 
are  recovered  to  reafon  and  common  fenfe*.    The  de- 
lufion  no  doubt  could  be  only  temporary,  but  dur* 
ing  its  continuance  what  horrors  might  have  cnfued 
I  tremble  even  to  think !  Even  among  the  enlightened 
inh^itants  of  Great  Britain,  where  every  blefling  is 
enjoyed  that  a  hiippy  climate^  a  fertile  and  highly 
improved   country,   a  well  regulated  government, 
and  afburiihing  commerce  can  befioWj  were  found 
ptiofelytes  to  the  new  do^iripes,  who  would  have 
ha^^arded  their  real  comforts  in  the  purfuit  of  ima* 
ginary  felicity ;  light  and  lively  imaginations  were 
captivated  by  fpecioufnefs  and  novelty. —  To  pro- 
ffigate    men    of  defperate  fort^me  any  convulfion 
appeared  defirable>    while  unprnicipled    ambition 
beheld  in  revolution  the  ready  means  of  aggrandize-^ 
ment.     To  cherifli  and  diffufe  the  innovating  fpirit 
artful  and  inflammatory  publicatiotks  were  circulated 
with  the  mod  infidious  induftry ;  and,  as  if  the  pen 
was  infufficient  to  anfwer  the  purpo&s  of  thofe  idif^ 
turbers  of  human  repofe,  the  powers  of  the.  longufe 
alfo  were  a&ivcdy  eteticd  in  the  fame  csnfe.  Speeches 
were  made  and  iedlures  deUvered:  to  aflonisfliGd  ^and 
admiring  multitudies,  in  which  th6r.falutary.<veflnii^ 
tions  of  law  were  xeprefentcd^afs  BQteafoiiable,^  pary 
tial  and  opprefiivey  and'tfae  novel  lideffifligS'df  liberty 
and  equaliiiy  recommeaded  and'difplayedin  tctms  of 
the  higheft  rapture.   The  modeof  afiiembiitg  ki'  clu^bs 
orfmall*focietie^»  in  which  politics  ^ere  difmf&d 
anddebateck,  be£an»  gMeyiiiUaitjitryieiiy  poiie^ 
could  boaft  a  fet  of  ftatefmen,  who,  without  the  aid 
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of  education  or  experience,  conceived  themfelves 
competent  to  every  branch  of  legillativc  occupation. 
In  a  malady  fo  general  it  was  impoffible  for  our  ifland 
to  cfcape  contagion.  More  giddy,  thoughtlefs,  and 
irritable  in  their  difpofitions  than  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  the  Irifti  are  of  courfe  more  fufcepti- 
ble  of  novel  irapreffions,  exclufive  of  which  confi- 
deration,  there  exifted  among  them  fome  peculiar 
caufes  of  difcontent,  which  it  Qiall  be  the  bufinefs  of 
a  fucceeding  letter  to  inveftigate  and  explain^ 

Iremain^&C' 
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XT  feems  extraordinary  that  rational  creatures 
fliould  wantonly  abufe  their  diftinguiftiing  privilege; 
that  they  ihould  negkfl  a  real,  to  purfue  an  imagi- 
nary good,  and  forfake  the  fubftance,  to  follow  the 
fhadow.     Security  of  perfon  and  property,  under  ] 

well  adminifiered  laws,  is  all  that  the  bulk  of  a  peo-  ' 

pie  can  expe£i,  or  indeed  can  receive,  from  any  form  j 

of  government.     The  government  which  proteds  ] 

and  encourages  the  honeft  and  induftrious,  whatever 
be  its  name,  merits  their  confidence  and  claims  their  j 

iupport.    Change  can  hardly  improve  their  condi-  { 

tion. 
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tion,  but  may  very  eafily  make  it  worfe.  The  truth  is 
that  the  defire  of  change,  even  in  governments  of 
very  inferior  charafter,  feldom,  if  ever  originates  with 
the  people. '  It  is  not  the  fenfe  of  oppreflion  in  the 
many;  but  the  luft  of  powet  in  the  few  that  generates 
the  difcon tented  fpirit.     The  facility  with  which  the 
weak  and  tottering  fabric  of  French  monarchy  was 
overthrown,  ftimulated  the  turbulent  in  other  nations. 
The  fudden  exaltation  to  fupreme  power,  from  the 
middle  and  even  from  the  lower  ranks  of  fociety,  ex- 
hibited a  very  feduftive  and  dangerous  example. — 
Every  fadious  and  noify  fellow  who  poffefled,  or, 
what  was  the  fame  thing,  fancied  he  poffefled  talents 
for  legiflating,  beheld  a  paffage  opened  to  his  ambi-^ 
tion,  and  flraightway  afpired  to  be  a  ruler.    But  as 
the  new  fovereigns  could  not  be  inveffed  with  domi- 
;iiion,  before  the  people  had  been  prevailed  upon  to 
difpoflefs  the  old  ones,  it  wa^  in  the  firft  place  necef- 
Tary  to  diffufe  difcontent,  in  order  to  excite  tumult 
and  provoke  rebellion.     In  Great  Britaih,  the  efforts 
of  the  republican  faftion  were  violent  but  inefficaci- 
,  ous.  ,  The  vigour  of  government  feconded  by  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  people,  foon  defeated  theprojeds 
and  difappointed  the  hopes  of  the  rfevolutionifts.— ^ 
The  Heady  charaflfer  of  the  Englifh,  which  in  times' 
of,  inferior  knowledge  as  well  as  of  inferior  profpe- 
rity,  induced  them  to  pfeferve  their  laws  and  cuftonis 
inviolate,  now  peculiarly  demanded  of  them  to  de- 
clare, with  tha  determined  Voice  of  true  patriotifm, 
Nolumus  U  ges  Anglice  rr^utari.    In  Ireland  the  feme 
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AroDg  and  ^qeral  fpirit  of  attachment  was*  not  to  be 
cxpcftcd,    .Befides  the,  great  difference  fubfifling  be- 
ween  the  inhabitants, qf  both  countries,  in  point  of 
civilization,  and  all  the  arts  and  enjoyments  of  fbdal 
life,  other  cauies. concurred  to.pxpmote  difcontent| 
and  facilitate  the  adn)ifl5.on  of  revolutionary  princi; 
pies.   Diflbnance  of  religious  worfhip,  c^rying  with 
it,  for  a  long  time  backj  a  difcordajice  pf.  politicjal 
opinion,  prevented  that  cordiality  pf  fentiipem,  th^l 
u^nionofintereft,.fo  defirable in  every  fociety,  andi^ 
happily  pervading  the  people  of  England^  The  Pref- 
byteriahs  of  the  north,  defccndcd  from  the  old  hveic 
ling  party,  which  overturned  the  monarchy  in  th^e 
time  of  the  firftCharles,  have  always  had  a  hanlqei^ 
ing  after  republicanifiii,  and  of  cpnrfe  lent,  a  wiUing 
car  to  the  fpecious  doftrine  of  equality,  .  Th^  Catkor 
lies  of  Ireland,  warmly  attached  to  the  interefts  of  tb|^ 
Stuart  family,  were  but  beginnjing  to  be  reconciled  to 
the  more  liberal  principles  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,: 
the  partiality  of  the  former  to  the  Rpmam  Catholic  re- 
ligion endeared  them  particularly  to. a  people  prp£|f- 
ling  the  fame  creed,  and  whp,  to  fpeak  of  them  i^  the 
general,  were  extremely  ignorant,  andconfequc^itly 
more  likely  to  aft  from  blind  apd  bigptted  atuchnjenf, 
than  from  motives  of  judicious  difcrimination>    Npt- 
withftanding  a  long  interval  of  amicable  injercourfe 
and  connexion  with  their  P;roteftant  fellpw-fiibje6la, 
they  had  not  yet  erafed  from  their  piinds  the  reqpllw 
tion  of  paft  animofity.    Looking  upon  them  as  Here* 
tics,  incapable  of  mei:it  in  the  fight  of  God,  agjjeeAble 

to 


to  a  v6ty  aWtitd,  as  "well  as  illiberal  tebbt  of  the 
Rbrailh  cHurch,  they  beheld  wikh  jealoufy  a  religion 
fo  otm^xious  eftaWiftied  in  preference  to  their  own* 
They  had  tio<  ceafed  tb  regret  the  fujiprcflion  of  their 
anci-ejit  clansi  and  the  downfall  of  their  hereditary 
chieftiinR ;  a^nd  confidering  the  Proteftants,  in  generaU 
«s  defcendants  of  tholeEnglifhfettlcrsby  whom  their 
native  leaders  were  difpoffefled,  regarded  them  in  the 
odious  chara^r  of  conquerors  or  ufurpersi  Notions 
of  this  kiridi  hftnded  down  horn  one  generation  to 
another,  lofc  fomething  of  their  forct  by  every  tranf- 
miffibn,  and  w6u1d  in  time,  was  no  opportunity  of 
revival  to  occur,  be  entirely  effaced •  Habifs  6f  in^ 
dbftry  aftd  increafirig  civiliaatioft  vi'ould  finally  pro- 
4iac€  the  reforitiation  moft  wanted  here — ^  reforma'^ 
tioffi  of  mahners*  This  happy  ^ra^  however,  was  yet 
fardiftant:  the  fmothered  embets  of  difcontent,  \^hich 
a  ceiatury  of  tranquillity  would  fcarcely  fuffifce  td  e3e- 
tinguifti,  wcrcj,  with  but  tod  muchfacrKty  fanned  in- 
to a  flame.  The  leaders  of  the  tonfpiracy,  whofeof- 
tenfibte  objfe£l  v/as  the  good  of  the  people,  ^liofe  real 
end  was  their  oWri  aggrandiaement,  feduloufly  niade 
ufe  of ^very  means  to  nourifh  jealoufy  and  excite  dif- 
fati^fa6^ioi3  i  every  fource  of  complaint  was  diligently 
explored;  every  fpecfes  of  grievance,  realorimagi- 
ftary^  artfully  exaggerated ;  evfcry  latent  prejudice 
fcHuented ;  and  every  fierce  and  lawlefs  defire  encou- 
raged toexpcft  its  ampleft  gratification.  Each  mem- 
ber of  the  confederacy,  from  the  pike-armed  peafant 
to  the  dagger-bearing  dircdior^  beheld  in  full  view  the 
,    ^  ^  'accompliftimcnt 
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accompliflbment  of  his  favourite  purpofe.    The  indi- 
gent were  lured  by  the  hope  of  riches,  the  weakhy 
by  the  profpefl  of  power.     To  better  his  cqpdition 
is  the  natural  wilh  of  man.     To  do  it  honeftly  is  his 
duty  and,  generally  fpeaking,  his  happinefs.     But  to 
do  it  honeftly,  though  his  real,  is  not  always  his  ap- 
parent intereft.    The  objeft  of  defire  feems  frequently 
attainable  by  a  (horter  than  the  prefcribed  road,  and 
in  the  hope  of  rapid  acquifition,  crime  and  danger 
are  preferred  to  virtue  and  delay.     For  the  ignorant 
and  uneducated  fomething  itiay  be  urged  in  extenu- 
ation.    They  have  not  learned  to  fubdue  and  regu- 
late their  paffions.    Engroffed  by  prefent  objefts,  and 
unaccuftomed  to  aft  from  refledion,  they  fall  into  the 
tempter's  fnare  with  a  facility,  which  is  more  a  matter 
of  regret  than  furprife.     But  where  ftiall  we  feek  a 
palliative  for  the  bafe  and  treacherous  conduft  of 
thofe  who  ought  to  have  known  better  ?  The  infolent 
mockery  of  French  profeffions  was  now  at  an  end. 
The  fimpleft  underftanding  had  ceafed  to  be  their 
dupe.     It  was  not  even  pretended  that  their  boafted 
republicanifm  could  make  men  wifer,  worthier,  or 
happier,  on  the  contrary  it  was  almoft  univerfally 
admitted  to  have  produced  the  very  oppofite  efFefts. 
Let  me  then  fuppofe  a  man  bleffed  by  Heaven  with 
fuperior  talents,  which  his  condition  in  life  had  hap- 
pily enabled  him  to  cultivate  and  improve;  let  me 
fuppofe  him  in  a  fituation  of  rare  and  enviable  fell. 
city ;  the  diftinguifhed  objeft  of  national  honour  and 
reward ;  occafionally  poffelled  of  power,  permanently 

enjoying 
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enjoying  opulence  and  admiration.     Let  me  fuppofc 
the  feme  man  prepofteroufly  converting  all  thefe 
Iprings  of  happinefs  into  an  abundant  fource  of  mi- 
'-  fery,  a  prey  to  jealoufy,  rancour,  envy  and  malevo- 
lence.    Lf  t  me  fuppofe  him  endeavouring  to  diftradl 
the  councils  of  government,  "becaufe  he  is  not  per* 
Emitted  exclufively  to  dired-  them.     Let  me  fuppofe 
him  employing  thofe  talents,  the  right  exertion  of 
which  had  procured  him  a  rich  harveft  of  emolument 
and  renown,  to  inflame,  exafperate  and  divide.   And 
laftly,  let  me  fuppofe  him  perfidioufly  conniving  at, 
.  if  not  aflually  leagued  with,  an  abandoned  and  defr' 
perate  fadion,  affociated  for  the .  purpofe  of  over- 
turning, by  every  fanguinary  and  iniquitous  ftrata- 
gem,  that  very  conftitution  he  had  fo  frequently  pa-  - 
negyrifed,  fo  afliduoufly  improved,  and  fo  fuccefs- 
fully  eftablifhed!    To  what  wayward  perverfion  of 
mind,  to  what  unaccountable  derelidion  of  princi- 
ple, is  fuch  unnatural  delinquency,  to  be  afcribed? 
He,  like  Macbeth, 

, ,  .  .  Had  no  fpur, 

To  prick  the  fides  of  his  intent,  but  only. 
Vaulting  ambition,  which  o'erleaps  itfelf, 
-  And  falls  on  the  other  fide.— 

I'hat  this  kind  of  ambition  may  ever  fall,  and  fall 
with  full  meafure  of  ignominy,  muft  be  the  wifli  of 
f  every  honeft  heart.  .  When  fuch  men  forfake  the 

■  J>aths  of  duty  and  honour,  the  deviation  of  inferiors 

I  .becomes  a  matter  of  Ufs  aftonilhment.     Still,  how- 

-   ever. 
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ever,  it  is  not  cafy  to  account  even  for  Ihcir  mifcon- 
dud.  Every' day,  it  is  true,  produces  abundant  in- 
flances  of  guilt  and  folly.  But  the  degree  of  both 
which  aduated  their  proceedings  admits  no  compa- 
rifon  with  the  general  tenour  of  human  delinquency. 
To  rifque  my  own  life  and  property  in  purfuit  of  ai 
favorite  objc<S,  however  criminal  and  rafti,  derived 
fome  colour  of  excufe  from  the  right  I  am  fuppofed 
to  have  of  making  free  with  my  own.  But  to  kindle 
the  flames  of  civil  difcord,  to  incite  to  rapine,  trea- 
^chery  and  murder,  to  expofe  and  endanger  the  lives 
of  thoufands,  for  the  precarious  chance  of  an  objeft 
I  may  never  attain,  and  which  if  I  do  obtain,  I  fliallpro* 
bably  but  for  a  very  fhort  time  enjoy,  has  fomething 
in  it  too  fhocking  and  horrible  for  a  deliberate  pur-f 
pofe.  The  power  of  the  ftate,  whatever  be  the  forni 
of  its  government,  muft  be  confided  to  a  few.  Among 
the  excluded  there  will  neceflTarily  be  found  many 
whofc  merit  may  entitle  them  to  a  fhare  in  the  admi- 
niftration,  but  who  are  not  therefore  authorized  to 
difpoflefs  by  violence  their  more  fortunate  competi- 
tors. The  means  of  hbneft  advancement  are  in  fome 
meafure  open  to  all,  and  opportunity  of  promotion, 
though  it  may  be  zealoufly  fought,  muft  be  waited 
with  patience.  Is  every  proud  and  petulant  upftart, 
who  roars  at  a  club,  or  declaims  at  a  porter-houle, 
to  fet  his  face  againft  the  laws  of  his  country,  revile 
her  rulers,  and  overfet  her  government,  becaiife  hi 
wants  what  thoufands  more  worthy  than  himfelf  muft 
afpire  to  in  vain?  Is  he  to  flight  the  fubftahtial  bleff- 
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TOgs  cfe  iiiattftrtoWs  aftaioaeat,  becftWfe  he  caiindt 
^coritte  hjU  1>rdtr  M^th  the.  Wreath  of  ]>ower?  If  fuch 
^rhicJpl<?s/ate  arfoiicted,  no  c^nijitutioa  Howler  per- 
feiSl  cancxift;^  TbccauTenocooffitutipn  however  pei> 
Tea  will  precln4fe»  whatis  infeparably  kttachiedto  tt&t 
Utattii^ 'of 'man,  ^ifcfontent.  The  goWmment-jtociW 
Ibe  bad  indeed,  whfeh  *ouM  juftify  a  revoludota  6h 
rale  fdo^th  plan  of  tumult^  rapine^  njaffacre  and 
^rofcripfion.,  Ih  the  calm  of  old  enabliniment,  we 
'dlfcerft  ttic  rock  ^*d  the  ihoi^e,  we  know  what  to  feelc 
la/Qtd  What  to  ftiistn>  we  can  a&ertain  the  cxa£l  ineafurfe 
of  injury  and  advantage;  but  in  the  fl-oWn  of  revo- 
Imion,  the  veffel  floats  at  the  mercy  of  winds  and 
waves,  tlic  port  of  reft  and  fafety  is  hidden  from  our 
view,  and  nothing  is  certain  but  her  danger.  Pru- 
dent Will  thferfefore  recommend  Hamlet's  judicious 
xeflc£lion,  and 

Make  us  rather  bear  tlipie  tils  we  have* 
Than  fljr  to  other*^  thait  we  kdowtoot  of, 

I  would  not,  however,  be  thought  to  difcourage  the 
atdour  of  rifing  genius,  or  damp  the  fair  efforts  of 
Jjdlirit^l  irn jiroveflfxent.  Iwiouldohly  point  oiit  the 
i^tionai  ittfeahs  of  atcaiiiittg  fo  defiral^le  a  pnrpbfe,^-^ 
Ih  Ay  hi^inble  conceprio*i,  i^eformatitMi  can  never  be 
fectoe  and  fermuticniy  piAtk  it  be  tempenate  and 
grada^l.  rf  the  wife  aiid  tearned  of  etery  natTon> 
ihftewa  of  Wafting  \ktif  iiftgeti^ity  infai^iFul  theories, 
ttiid  eatpl^inig  their  ambitito  in  ftruggles  for  power, 
litfuld  ajppty  tMr  tifeflts  tb  the  cukiVMioti  ^f  ufeful 
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arts^  moral  improvements^  and  equitable  regulations^ 
there  would  be  little  to  complain  of  on  tl^e  fcorc  of 
government.  Ufeful  virtue  will  always  command 
xefped,  and  that  which  has  long  been  refpeded  will, 
at  laft,  be  imitated.  When  a  man  is  unhappy,  only 
from  the  want  oi powers  the  chance  is  againft  his  hapr 
pinefs  in  any  government.  As  long  as  I  enjoy  rational 
freedom  anc(  fecure  induflry,  the  mean?  of  happinefe 
depend  upon  myfelf,  the  government  under  which  I 
live  is  entitled  to  my  fupport,  and  whatever  be  its 
natne  and  defignation,  I  mufi  be  a  fool  indeed  if  I  en- 
deavour .to  change  it.  \     '     . 

For  forms  of  Oovemment  let  fooU  conteftt 
Whatever  is  beft  adminijierM  is  beft. 

I  remain  ^€. 
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X  H  E  convi£lion  of  fojme  leading  traitors,  ^ nd  tbe 
confeflion  of  others,  hayc,  at  length,  fylly  apd  incon- 
trovertibly  demonftrated  the  early  ipxift^nce  of  a  re- 
volutionary cpnfpiracy,  which,  under  the  preteict  of 
reforming,  was  tx>  overturn  the  conftitution. .  .Admi- 
niftration,  it  now  appears,  was  all  along  apprized  of 
the  defign;  atid^the  obloquy  which  has  been  thrown 
niponour  mimfters  for  pppofing  conccffion^.to  Rebek 

under 
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tHc  name  oilReformi/lsy  muft  now  be  converted  into  : 
praife  for  their  wife  and  vigilant  fuperintendance.— 
Meaiures  of  fe verity  and  reftriflion,  which,  before  ^ye 
were  fully  apprized  of  the  extent  of  our  danger, 
might  have  appeared  harfh  and  oppreflive,  are  now 
fcen  to  have  been  lenient  and  falutary.  Jn  this  coun- 
try indeed  few  perfons  could  pretend  to  be  ignorant 
^f  the  real  defigns  of  thfc  United  Iriihmen ;  fince  the  . 
year  1795,  at  leaft,  they  have  been  fufficiently  obvi- 
ous: no  intelligent  perfon  has  entertained  a  doubt 
upon  the  fubjeft.  For  a  long  time,  the  ftratagems 
made  ufe  of  by  the  confpirators  preVeiited  any  legal 
deteftion  of  their  guilt ;  but  as  it  happens  in  roany 
other  cafes,  their  criminality  was  not  the  lefs  noto- . 
rious  for  its  impunity  for  being  able  to  evade  the  for- 
malities of  a  court  of  juftice. 

At  the  time  that  Arthur  O'Connor  was  brought  to 
trial  in  England  upon  charges  of  high  treafon,  as  the 
nature  of  his  defigns  was  no  fecret  here,  it  was  gene- 
rally fuppofed  that  he  could  not  efcape  conviftion. 
That  he  might  be  acquitted  through  defeft  of  evi-. 
dence,  though  certainly  a  good  fortune  that  was  not 
cxpedled  to  befal  him,  could  not,  however,  being  an 
event  by  no  means  uncommon,  create  any  extraor- 
dinary furprife.     That  feveral  of  the  mod  renowned 
charafters   in; England   for  talents  and  patriotifm, 
fltould  appear  the /worn  vouchers  of  his  loyal  con-  " 
duft,  and  conftitutional  integrity,  was  to  every  man  • 
in  this  country  a  matter  of  real  aflonilhment    Know-^ 

ing 
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iQg^ba;|bwe  di(],  and  fuppofing,  that  it  wu  e<|uaH)r 
known  to  others,  we  w^^^  ^  ^.  ^^^  ^^,  afcc^unt  for 
f()^h  blindncla  in  perfons  of  fuch  ilkmunation*  W« 
£;k  ourfeKes  reduced  to  thi$  dileojoeia,  either  to.  fi;^ ,-^ 
ppfe  thM  his  politicaJifpoQlbrs^  WQre  as  inixiucal  tq  the^ 
conftitutioQ  they  profcflpd  to  revere,  as  the  culprit 
himfelf,  or,  that  a  man  wjbofe  difafedion  was.  noto^ 
ripus  tQ  evQry  Iriihnian.of  cooipipn  fenfe  and  obft^r* . 
vation,  had  been  able  to  impofe  upon  fpme  of  th^ 
naoll  fag^dous  and  celebrated  ftatefmen  in  Great*. 
Britain.  We  were  obliged  to  give  up  their  integrity, 
or  th^ir  penetration— there  was  no  alternative.  I  am 
well  a,w^re  how  far  the  prejudices  and  paifions  of 
party  are  there  carried*  I  can  very  well  believe  that 
a. p^om  who  ha^i violently  oppoied the  adherents  of 
Mr,  Fifty  would  find,  among  Mr.  Fox^s  friends,  a 
higher  degree  of  patronage  and  encouragement  than 
his  Ileal  merits  aoyld  pretend  to.  I  can  even  fuppofe 
them  defeending  ia  far  as  to  app^d  and  Simulate 
that' empty .  ttirlpulMce  wjbich  their  u^dcrfht^dii^s. 
eontenm^,  but  I  qon&fs  I  thought  them  incapably 
of  going  furthor.  Though  not;  over  nice  in  praAice,  I. 
did  not'es^pedt  to  fee  tb^m  reiioyncepnticiple*  I  did* 
npi^fnppofe  th^y  would  go  fa^far  aa  to  facnfipe  their 
<Aai»ft^s  to  the  mam^  ol  th^ir  aipbition.  Whci^ 
fhttmo^aAdmoriiiicatioi^fia^re  them  in  the  face,  where 
W7II  ing^uity  fly  for  Iheher >?— ^It  is  a  pitifnl  fubtc;r"» 
fuge  to  reft  their  defence  upon  an  eafy  faith.  Credu- 
lity is,  feldpin  indulged  but  where  the  parties  own  con^ 
gpnial  fentiment.  The.  G;afe^  aj;  befi  implies  an  incom-^ 
i  ^  petency 
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petency  to  govem>  for  the  qualities  of  head  and  heart 
required  to  confikute^  the  acoom^lifiied  fiatefmao> 
would  neceilarily  have  precluded  fo  inexcufable  a  de- 
ception. We  had,  I  am  fbrry  to  obferve,  fiatefmen 
here  toq,  who  from  aipiiyes  of  pique  and  dilappoi^tt 
n^nf,  oj  from  a  mi^an  ^i^d.  temporifing  fpiric,  declined 
iq  take  an  open  and  manly  part,  a4;i4  either  deferted 
t^eir  duty  altogether^  like  the  Englifh  l^ers  of  op^ 
ppfitipUj  oj:  if  they  appeared  ip  their  place?,  rathpr 
coflmbute4tqinqr^afe  than  ajlay  th^  fermojjt.,  Thefe 
too  wejre  the  i^ll  fufficient  flateimen  who  ha4  the  mor 
defty  totellns  that  every  diicpntent.  was.  ^cribable 
to  tbQir  difmi^al,  and  th^t  povyer,  in  their  hands  wouJ4 
l>aye,  been  accompanied  by  tranquillity ♦.  To  expofe 
thj^,  puerile  vanity  of  this  declaraUpOx  we  need  only 
appeal  to  the.  records,  and  ack^Qwle^^'grnent^  of  the 
^et>eliious.u^^onJ.  froiji,  bpth  whijh  we  learn  that  the . 
original  and  fi:^dL  deiign,  Qf  the  coni^^racy  wa6^ta 
*^  fuhvfrrt  the  conflitufipn  C^  l;h;|t  the.  fyftem  ojf  cqnpef- 
fipn  apApar^^airefqsm^wo^ld  ejatci^  &tis|y 

tibl^  ^^o.i^fp^^Svtprs,  ^ndi  tl^  ^e  vig(^,QU6;i]^|ii[u||^^^  of. 
th^  fivcj:eeding  admi^iftr^pn  f«^ved  tji^  cpunuy.^    In 
n^y  it^i^nccs^  the  pre£::^ryiJ^  prpvid$n<^ 
cajyis,fqr  our  v^q^^  gjratefpl  i^^I^nowled^^^        2|Ci<iit 
is  QQt  any>ng  our  fm^eft  bl^ffin^e,  th^t.ihf^  nqi/^r.^ 
the  ftat^  was  fo  feafpo^Jy  reiQ9|>^v^&oi9.p^:^^ 
have  %cp  ihewed  them&W€^),unequs|I  tp;  Qui^iurot^cr 
ti<n2j|  ajQ^d  unworthy  qf  q^^  j^mfid^pef^.        •  i 
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LETTER    V. 


Xn  the  primary  conftitution  of  the  revolutionary 
proje6l,  it  does  not  appear  that  religious  party  had 
any  concern.  A  fyftem  of  government  formed  upon 
the  model  of  I'rench  republicanifm,  whofe  objeft  was 
not  only  to  exclude  religious  eftablifhment>  but  re- 
ligion itfelf,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  include  parti- 
alities of  that  nature.  The  artifices  neceflary  for  pro- 
moting infurreAion  might  have  rendered  it  advifablc 
to  have  recourfe  to  religious  paflions  and  prejudices 
in  others,  but  the  diredlorial  leaders,  compofed  of 
men  from  every  fe6l,  feem  to  have  been  entirely  di- 
vefted  of  any  thing  like  pious  fentiment  themfelves. ' 
In  the  commencement  of  the  bufinefs,  the  enthufiaf- 
tic  fpirit.was  Political,  in  the  procefs  it  became  in  a 
great  meafure  Religious !  In  truth  it  was  impoflible  to 
raife  on  any  other  principle,  (what,  in  the  fouth  of 
Ireland,  of  which  I  principally  fpeak,  was  eflentially 
neceflary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  plan)  the  great  body 
of  the  peasantry  confifts  almoft  entirely  of  Roman 
Catholics:  to. them,  conflitutional  reform,  or  confti-. 
tutional  revolution,  being. equally  incomprehenfible, 
ivere  equally  uninterefting.  Talk  to  a  poor  and  igno- 
rant peafant  of  eledlive  franchife,  univerfal  fuffragCi 
or  republican  felicity,  and  though  you  may  make  him 
ftare,  you  certainly*  will  not  make  him  rebel.  But 
teU  him  that  his  Religion^  the  pride  and  folace  of  his 

cxiftence. 
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exiftcitce,  is  in  danger  from  an  obnoxious  fcfit ;  tcU 
him  that  in  deftroying  that  fe£l,  he  will  enrich  him- 
felf  and  ferve  his  God,  and  you  fpeak  a  language  per- 
fedly  intelligible.  In  juftice  to  the  Roman  Catholics 
it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  however  criminal  they 
have  been  in  the  progrefs  of  the  rebellion,  they  are 
not  fairly  chargeable  with  its  origin,  and  that  the  ittoft 
aftive  and  fanguinary  framers  of  the  plot,  were  not 
only  Pr^teJtantSy  but  members  of,  the  eflablifticd 
church.  That  the  minds  of  the  loweft  clafa,  feverajL 
pf  them  labouring  under  poverty,  and  all  under  ig- 
norance and  prejudice,  were  without  m^ch  difficulty 
•\yorked  upon  by  the  arts  of  fedudion  is  not  wonder^ 
ful,  butrthe  too  general  difaffedion  of  the  better  fort, 
who  had  neither  ignorance  nor  povcjrty  to  pl^d  in 
extenuation  of  trefpafs,  deferves  more  fcvf  re  repro- 
henfion*  The  perfons  tp  whop  I  now  allude  belong . 
to  the  middle  clafs,  being  compofed  of  fubftantial 
landholders,  profeflional  men  and  merchants,  whofe 
defedion  is  t)ie  more  inexculable  from  having  found 
no  countenance  or  encouragement  in  the  condudl  of 
thofe  to  whom,  they  fhould  havei  looked  for  example, 
.  the  refpeftable  heads  of  t|ie  an<:ie;it  and  opulent  Ro* 
man  Catholic  houfes.  To  the  very  loyal  and  honoij- 
abledemeanor  of  thefe,  among  whom,  in  this  province,' 
the  noble  Viscount  of  Kenmare  ftands  |  highly 
diftinguifhed,  every  acknowledgment  is  due,  while, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  obferye,*tbe  reproach  of 
fedition  and  cpnfpiracy,  belongs  tothc  vanity. of  the 
V^flaru  -It  is, an  pbfervatioii  confirmed  by  long  ex- 
perience. 
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tpentm^y  iSM  ni^^iir  frtihSsdre  uHdffk  %  *Wfr  fr^f 
^fi^y.  T^lbch,  a  fu^den  eldVattdn  tjff  Wcfk'dr  fbi> 
-tlMeycoliveyfelin  itttoiicaftifjg  qtittfity,  inducing  apel^^ 
dbsfioth  thtft  rapidit;^  rf  fetfvinccnieirtt  is  &^t%,  tb 
^^^cniihfefitefe  6f  meriu  "I*he  fons  of  land-jdHbetli 
%id*fkpmeirt5,  taylors,  ahd  fti6e-makefs;  bf  ttftaftl^t^ 
of  \5ctty  and  fellers  Of  fnnff,  the  pei^feverJng  kltfl 
ifot<?cfeful  ihduftry  of  whofe  faifhers  (no  ftight  pl-otff 
tjr  tWbyfeV  <X  a  benign  govern rtient)  hadl>y  raifefl^ 
%bem  to  the  i^ank  oi  gentry,  fpoRed  many  'an  ntei^ 
ial  mecbainc,  became  forfootli  Politidans  tod  Rcf^ 
formers.  Witb  no  letter  of  i^oin^ctod^nonyt^ 
isfh  unWnfl$ng  front,  ivitih  tio  tnhfei-  fctioWledge  Oft 
Infermatfon,  than  what  the  fltmry  atid  in^iJieftt  J5at-. 
»ged  0^  Twn  ffam^  afforded,  tbey  lat  ?n  jndgmeiit  bfa 
iflie  -condri^l  of  minifters,  arraigned  every  th^aftirfe 
<X  adminiiWatioti  tvithtnorfe  than "  parliameiitary  fr 
'cenfc,  and  from  revflers;,  by  a  very  'natural  grtc^ 
Ration,  became  revolutionifts.  Whfen  fuc^  mew, 
•overAepping  the  modefly  of  nature,  a:pd  the  Itfaitk 
*«lf  propriety,  threw  over  their  cltzmTylimSs  th^  fefia-^ 
•t^riaVrobc,  when  inch  ^ayingbeafts  alBPe^ed  the  rbai:. 
■an^  afiumed  the  garb  of  the  Lord  of  the  Jbreft,  \yh6 
xottid  help,  exclaiming  with  Conjiance^m'^ngjciiny 

Aftdbaiigapalvf:ihii^oni)tofcr9cr(5^t*Hailw<,      ..•.' 

Thefe  too,  for  pemrficm  16  tlie  V^ftr^erfffie  fif 
pnefent  ilirte,  wetc'fhe  pedonfe  Ivhb  had  l*aft  r^ifon 
to  cdmplaiid  •    Excfofioti  from  parliamentary  fi^ui^ 
afid  ^l^w  high  offices  of  Itlate^  can  be  confidefeci 

as 
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a#  a  gncyance  only  by  thofe  whofe  talents  an4  fitua- 
tiop  all0w  them  to  afpire  to  fuch  iai  l^ight.  Of  this- 
e^clufioo  the  rcfpedsable  perfohs  before-mentioned 
i^ighs  with  fome  cdlour  of  propriety  complain.  But 
ifd^y  did  not  eonfidcr  it  a  fuffident  qaufe  for  quarrel 
Vith  the  conflitution  under  which  they  cnJQycd  every 
Qtber  favour ;  If  tiey  did  not  confider  it  a  jullifiable 
pretext  for  oyerturning  or  even  villifying  the  efta- 
bliihcd  government,  flill  lefs  ftiould  it  appear  fo  tor 
theiF.inferiors,  the  recent  improvement  of  whofe  con- 
dition, ought,  were  they  duly  fenfible  of  their  obli- 
gation^  to  have  rivetted  their  attachment  to  the  fource 
of  their  profperity.  Far  be  it  from  me,  however,  to 
involve  all  the  members  of  this  dais  in  an  undiflin** 
guiflhing  cenfure«  That  feveral  among  them  didprc- 
ferve  a  fixed  and  grateful  fenfe  of  their  allegiance,  I 
am  truly  happy  to  acknowledge.  We  faw  them  in 
our  brave  Militia  gallantly  fighting  in  defence  of  theit 
King  and  Country ;  }^e  beheld  them  in  the  ranks  of 
our  glorious  Yecgnanry,  emulating  the  ardour  of  their 
l^roteftant  fellow-fubjefls ;  we  fa^  them  remaining 
firm  upon  their  pofls  in  theJiour  of  danger  wd  dif- 
trcfs,  while  others,  even  where  through  fear  they  pro- 
feflcd  friendfliip,  made  any  trivial  avocation  an  ex* 
c\ife  for^ibfence,  and  fku  Iking  into  holes  and  corner^i 
defcrted  their  duty.  At  fucH  a  crifis  the  ill-affc<acd 
alpne  could  hang  back.  When  afpiring  candidates 
contend  for  the  reprefcnfaiion  of  a  county,  when  the 
queftion  is,  whether  the  influence  of  this  or  that  great 
man  Ihall  preponderate  at  the  caflle,  the  fucccfs  of 
either  party  may  be  a  fource  of  foUciiude,  or  a  mat-  ' 
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fter  bf  kidtffer^eiiice.  Bttt  "wi^n  the  difpute  com^jedTB 
not  the  adnfiimftration  of  gwcnnncnt,  but  its  en- 
tente, When  the  bloody  fword  o£  civil  war  is  mi-' 
Iheathed  and  the  battfe  raging  between  the  rebel  #ad 
the  loyalift,  thcjpe  can  be  no  /neutrality ,r^Tb^.qiief-^ 
tioh  comes  home  to  evevyjuanr— his  life,  bis  property, 
his  deafeft  interefts  ^re  at  ftakc-^mnlefs  .incapable  of 
feeling*,  he  cannot  be  indifferent  to.  the  iiTuer-^iis 
tvifhes  or  his  exertions  muft  be  >on  one  fidcji  and  if 
he  is  not  for  the  government  he  mufi  be  ag^ii^  it* 
Few  therefore  w^re  impofed  upon « by  the  4iflix»ula- 
tion  of  the  concealed  enemy,  whofo  very  couo^^nan- 
ces  betrayed  the  iecret  wifhes  of  the  hearts  and  in 
which  could  be  even  ]?ead  the  intelligence  t^  the  day* 

■  When  fome  brilliant  fuccefe  of  his  Magefty^s  .axois 
was  announced,  chagrin  axid  difappointqoent  were 
plainly  difcoveFable  under  an  aficfted  wjoyipieiit.  of 
the  triumph ;  whilft  the  fnatkling  cyCj  and  fcarce  fup- 
p^eficd  fniile  attefted  the  inward  fatisf^&ion  derived 
ftom  the  report  of  any  circumftance  favourable  to 
the  rebel  caufe.  Will  you  bdieve  that  in-  this  de- 
fcripiion  titit'h  Obliges  me  to  eompFeh^idCqaie  mem- 

'  beri  bf 'ih^  eftablifhcd  church,  ^Qtipc*  who  pofleffing 
every  comfdrt  of  life,  and  evjcry.  eonftitutional  ad- 
'V2(ntag^,*^^iit€d^vcii  thc'flialloH^  pretence  of  politi- 
cal grter'ahce-as  difeourageineot*  and  whofe  defeftion, 
as  \iin^<?cmiut^ble  asut  was  bafc,  though  it  naay/cf- 
cape  legal  puniftmieivt,  will  be  branded  with  perpe- 
tual deteftation.  To  ine,  I  coofefc,  duplicity  in  {%y^  a 
caufe  appears  more  odious  than  open  defiance.  The 
man  who  draws  his  fword  againft  my  life,  by  the  fair 

declaration 
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declaration  of  his  intent,  puts  me  on  my  guard  and 
gi^es  me  at  kafl  an  opportuoily  of^f^plring  for  my 
d^ence.  Butwiaere&ajl'one  fiiHi  9.  fli^^ 
the  d^geir  of  th^cal&ffin,  vv4iiaiinfil^  inrajpd^r  ta.bc- 
ti^i  and  holds  Jtrat' an:  oflTerof  oo-<3ipefatioij  4urii?g 
the » day,  that'he  may  wkh .moire  feijurity  ftab  in  the 
night*  It  is  one ^of -the  benevolent  pucpoies  (^  Pro- 
tideneti  to  make  (mvjiGxy  tran%renioas  turn  to  our 
kdvantftge^  and  out  of  ttvil  to  dioit  good«;    The  niif- 

ve6hdu£i  here  i^ptobated  will  I  traft  be  produdive  of 
a  twofi>ki  benefitw  The  pcrfons.  I  fpeak  of,  will  learn 
to^ihoderat^  their  paeons,  and  fubdue  their  vanity; 
by  confining  theipftlves  withiii  their  proper  fpheres, 
and  dircHftittg  their  views- to  fuitableobjefts,  they  will 

/^idapy  the  mortifying  dlfeppointments  of  a  prepof^ 
tcfous  atnbiifoD,  and  endeai^ur  to  poflefs  in  happy 
tpntentment,  the  fubftantial,  if  not  fpl^did,  enjoy- 

,  mcnts  of  middle  life,  Happy  indeed  \viU  they  be,  if 
from  the  evcfatful  period  of  1798  they  Ihall  both  karn 
and  practice  fo  valuable  a  leflbn !  Nor  will  they  sdone 
be  the  gaipersi  Giyvemmeoft  alfo  will  Jegrp,  ^.  point 
of  hoftnallimportanceat  ahy  time,  to  diftjnguifh 

.  more  accurately,  it^s  true  friendst  Inftead  of  bciogta- 

/ken  by  profeffions,  which  coftnothiog,  it  will  ground 
its  judgment  of  men  uponahctrueteft  of  meriti  and 

,  good  conduct.     It  will  accbrd  to  every  defcript,iqn  of 

;  fiibj^^Hs,  protciSlioa  of  peifon,  nnd  ©nqquragement  of 
indirflry,  but  it  will  tommit  the  pojflefliont  pf.  power 

,  to  tjidfe  only  in  whofe  political  principles  the,  mpft 
fecuxe  relitoce  can  be  placed.    1 
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HERE  IS  yet  another  deic rip tion  of  jperforis  in 

the  Roman  Caiholic^Dody  aibove  tfee  lower  rafak  of 

life,  whofe  too  general  attachment  to  the  ix^W  came 

i^s  as  much  to  be  lamented  as  it  is  ham  to  be  accouii- 

ted  for,  I  mean  the  clergy.     I'hey  too  had  recentfy 

experienced  the  kind  and  liberal  hand  of  government. 

They  had  Ipeen  relieved  from  burdens  and  rcftriclions 

which  a  fevere  but  neceffary  policy liad  iiiflidfed,  arid 

it  was  hardly  to  be  expeded  that  they  would  be  the 

lirft  to  juftify  tliat policy,  by  making  the  opportunity 

.  of  fhcwing  their  gratitude,   an  occafidn  to  difplay 

^  jheir  difaffedion.    Gratitude  indeed  is  a  virtue,  whidi 

tbpugh.fpraetimes  adorning  humanity  in  the  iridivi- 

-  du.al,  is  feidqm  found  to  grace  it  in  tlie  aggregate. 

,^pci^tie6  for  the  rnoft  part  are  diredled  by  the  general 

.^dy^maige  of .  the  body,  with  but  too  little  regard  Vo 

.*4W)ftiqe»er  generofity,  and  from  the^natioriar  aflembly 

'^,wij  tQ  the  municipal  corporation,  the  ruling  pnn- 

/.^^PJe  I?: — ^Intereft,  In  their /:i//^^/'i;^  capacity,  P^riefl's, 

^I  beh^ye,  will  generally  be  found  to  a6l  like  bt'her 

men.     But  what  intereft  could  have  fuggeftcdthe  lihe 

of  condud  now  under  reprobation,  it  is  not  very 

,.,c^fy  to, c^bnceiye.     Were  they  induced  to  fecondthc 

^J^fench  d^figu  of  fi^bjugatiiig  this  kingdom  By  the 

■J}i£^  flff  the  invaders?  Whence  aroJe  thefudden  vio- 

,,  .kuce  of  their  attachment  to  the  Gallic  Diredlbry? 

- ,  Was  it-becaufe  they  infulted/  rolDbecJ,  and  atlengih 

.    depofed  the  venerabk  Head  of  the  Roman  church  ? 

Was 
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MT^as  it  bectvfe  t^cy  ^9kQfi  pitj^  dbifh  or  binifli* 

iaetit  ^very 'pndBt  m  Franoe  ^bo  daned  to  oippofe 

tMdritepiaos  viewa,  or  ^e<%e  Tcf i^-fed  to  setHMtkxhis 

»figi w?  fpmdjp^      W^sat^otufe  they  Jft:ft^w>^ 

^(KctitcB,  and  ©nrdeavOTTOdtoTtboiifea^  «C- 

^^QH  icfelf  ?  %n  the  rin'VHdit)^  party  tbere  w^  .^M^^ 

^^tti^mdy^vxtfai^to  rfae  ckrtoal  cliaraAer/iiad  thip 

l^riAfeiplesiof  TJhe  ifrifti  irevblution  were  albge'tbe^r  as 

tbrbiddtitg.    Aboliitiim ;of  rttrhcs  md  ]anmhHftt*ioii  4£ 

^h\\t<^  eftabKfcment  Vcre  Idaditigieatures.  of  ihe  ^e^ 

jilanr^  ^fo ' that  throu  gh  theirPjtDtefknt  rivals  >inight  Idfc 

%'t1le  «v«liitimi,  tbey^,^»  priefts,iiad  cprtairiy  no- 

thi%to^galti,    I'heJtiegitivc  fide  ©f.jthequ<dflaoi\ik^ 

'tHhs  lefe^difficulty.     It  is  aafy  id  fix  the  motives  I^gr 

>^kJh'fh6y^W^ke  ^^  kfliwted.     It  ccrtaiatily  .Was  aot 

^^ftJbfcknirous :i?egard  totbeif'vowBcf  ralkgiaBee  *o 

•-fe'nlild 'and  gracious  SOTCi^eign;    Iticcrt^ifiiy  Was^not 

a^lJteiis  Ytgavd^bV  the  .tempdral  as  well  ^s  «iifrtHd 

5wjj|ftttfefs'0f'the  flotifesa^^^  to  iheir  eha^^, 

^di  ^<)f  •v?fii<^h>wotfld'heinnwh  'better- e6tifolted^>% 

.  •incu><!^(iiftg  1^^^  Wh^w?*kr^ 

'^.feltifgd'dfti th^y l(^6ked fob;in  th^ecverit 6f:diiSi-U^is, 

,  it  5^tlainly'\ras  'W6V  tine  kfngdom-of'tfceiaTcri,--Mihi9h 

;the^diVine 'author  of^eh^iftlStiitj^i^^ 

"(W  bcnigiiint  fpitit  t>£  "the?  jreacc-iiatefs.  *      "  '^ ' ' 

"Vou  \^ill- fay  /  toy  iw^ 
'/^ptobitiog^iVjhole  ^tJody'^ 

,  ^;  of  hs'nof^tabirs :  Atodlhat'AltBougfeit  i^irabb  Wrde- 
,^**iied  that^fctei*iP.ji45*iis  WokaSfcr};»«aiv9i'^tt^ 
r^Vcb^ttiwi 'the  coxifdn^^to-P^r  tfce  giteteciiittrifej^ 
f  ■'-    '  '  -  dutiful 
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tlutifbl  and  loyaL    That  fome  of  them  conduced 
themfekds  in  a  lacid^bleand  exemplaiy  isianner,  I 
am  Happy  tb  tclfify,  atid  I  fincercly  hope  that  the 
fame  may  be  fafely  afiirmed  of  the  majority.     The 
Kt.  Rev.  !lKfhop  that  prefides  over  the  Catfaolicer  ef 
this  dioeefe,  would  do  honour  to  any  church,  ani 
adorn  any  ftation,  and  his  example  and  exettioiis  are 
Ii6t  withotit  imitation.    IBut  the  names  of  fo  many 
Reverend  Fathers,  appear  openfy  on  the  rebel  lift  ia 
tlie  counties  where  hoftilities  adually  took  place,  and 
the  names  of  fo  many  others  are  found -among  the 
fufpefted  in  counties  where  rebellion  was  prevented 
from  raifing  its  head,  that  1  fear  it  will  be  difficult 
to  reduce  the  cenfare  from  the  aggregate  to  the  indi- 
vidual.   Indeed  it  is  almoft  impdffible  to  conceive 
that  the  principles  of  rebellious  combination  could 
liave  fpriead  with  fuch  extcnfive  and  mifchievbus  ra- 
pidity among  the  peafants  if  checked  and  cbntrouled 
ty'ihe  rcmonft'ranccs  and  exhortatiohs  of  thofe  fpi- 
^tiisit  direi^br^,  to' whom  they  are  accuftomed  to  tiil- 
!ola  tlieir  ideepeft  fdcrets,  and  to  whofe  adtnonitions 
in  every  poitit  of  riioraland  religious  concern,  they 
pay  a'  fcrupulous  regard.     Whence  was  the  peafant 
taught  that  he  was  fighting  for  his  rdigion,  and  earn- 
ing "by  his  fell,  the  crown  6f  immortality  ?  Thefe  ar- 
deilt  and  invigorating  fentiments  were  not  derived 
from  tHe'Irifti  Direiioiy,'  who,  whatever  enthnfiafth 
tliey  might  poflfefs  or  Inftill,  borrowed  no  fpark  of  tt 
troni  celdi ial  fire,    •  Unable  to  accou nt  for  condu^ 
apparently  fo  prepdfterous,  I  miift  leave  their  Reve- 
irences  to  explain  for  themfelves.     It  has,  indeed^ 
' •    '  "  •  been 


[    31    ] 

bcen^fuggelted  th^t^  thcjr,  ^  weJl  as  fevcral  others  Who 
fobfequently  joined  the  Unipn,  entertained  views 
vary  different  from  thofe  of  tfee  Pir!e£lorial  leader^ 
vHxQ  niigjht  in  reality  haye  been  Ubouring  for  others^ 
at  the  very  time, they  fo  fondly  fancied  that  every 
thing  was  confpiring  to  the  exaltatipn  of  tlwjtnfelves, 
M^ny  who  appeared,  like  Jackalls,  catering  for  th^ 
Dublin  lions,  weirc,  it  i^  fhrewdly  fufpedled^  hunting 
only  their  own  prey*  Did  (it  is  alked)  Father  Mur* 
phy,  who  gallantly  headed  his  invulnerable  legions, 
qppofing  thp  ihield  of  faith  to  the  balls  of  Heretics^ 
wield  the  blood-ftained  fwprd  ooly- — to  exalt  Nappei: 
Tandy  and  Thomas  Emmett  ?  Was  it  for  the  honour 
and  emolument  of  an  infi(feJ  Direftory , ,  that  the  Ca- 
thoHc  became  a  church  militant  ?  All  revolutionifts 
agree  in  the  beginning,  becavfeall  have  a  commor^^ 
enemy  in,the  eftabUfhed  government.  Thc^fword 
which  deftroys  that  common  enemys.  cuts  at  the  jfarae 
time  the gordian  knot  of  their  union.  The  power  of  the 
fiatp  is  open  to  all  and  who  fhall  liuiit  the  right, of 
commonage.  The  only  appeal  is  to  the  fword^  and 
it  is  not  until  a/ter  many  a  bloody  fray,  ihat  the  de- 
cifive  fuperiority  of  one  fadion^,,  by  putiing  an  ena 
to  the  exiftence  of  its  rivals^  p^t^  an  ep^tp  lhc  5011.- 
teft.  Whofe  would  hayc. been, the  fipal  fuci:cfs  upon 
this  occafion,.it  is  impoOiblQ  tp  judge^j  but  jfom  thp 
difcordant  nature  of  the  parties  conipofing  the  con.* 
Jfederacy,  one  may  confidexiLly  pronounce,  what  h^s 
been  already  obferved  of  tl^e  Rebel  leaders,  that, 
they  would  b^  more  fcverely  pumibed  by  their  fiic- 
cefs,  than  they  have  been  by  their  difappointment. 
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LETTER    VII^ 


Jl  K'E  ample,  iind  amhenuc  information  "we  tiow 
poflefs,  enables  us  to  calculate,"  with  a  conffaeralile 
degree  of  preciiSon,  the  true  fir^ngth  of  the  confede- 
racy, in  its  three  principal  means  of  fupport.  'the 
Talents,  the  Property,  and  theNumber  of  the  confpifa- 
tors.  In  the  laft  of  thefeonly  does  irfeem  to  me  to  have 
prefented  any  thing  extremely  formidable.  The  plan 
was  certainly  framed  with  art,  and  carried  on  with 
fccrecy,  and  among  thefeveralcondufters  of  thebu- 
finefs,  is  to  be  found  no  doubt  much  of  that  cunning, 
artifice,  and  ftratagem,  which  fimilar  occafions  never 
fail  to  produce.  But  I  furely  do  not  flatter  the  loy- 
aliftsby  declaring  that,  in  the  balance  of  comparifon, 
tbe  abilities  exerted  againft  them,  were  light  .and  in- 
fignificantlndcedf  To  whatever  rank,ftation,  or  profef* 
fion  we  look,  it  is  a  matter  of  joyful  and  confolatory 
reflexion  to  find  their  wifeft,  as  well  as  their  beft 
members,  ardently  engaged  in  fupport  of  our  political 
eftablifliment.  That  talents  have  been  difplayed 
upon  the  oppofite  fide,  I  do  not  deny,  but  they  were 
for  the  itioft  part  the  talents  of  youth,  unaccompanied 
by  judgment  or  refledion.  They  were  the  talents  of 
perfons,  whofe  knowledge  had  never  been  matured 
by  experience,  and  v/hofe  ability  was  exceeded  by 
their  arrogance.  ^      ■    -  .     ''   ^ 

'  Irr  point  of  property,  the  conteft  between  the 
friends  of  the  conClitution  and  itsenetnies,  wasfiill 

greater 
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gceater.  Rebellion^  with  its  promifed  harveft  oi 
pliind^n:  and  ^o^^c^tign^fiii^^lljf  accomodates  it* 
lelf  to  peribhs  of  reduced  or  defperate  fortunes,  to 
men  vrfid  have  little,  ancf  who  defire  much,  who  loTe 
M  ^{^»irM:fe?^  ^I^^i  T^J^;IV<fl«5fePflWSrhe 

^^^ywar4^f^itfo»,,  it.is  iri^e,  ;WHi^fort^tknf6  vo4we 

3  Cftilf  j;i:na,ccpi»[pa?u?jd .  by,,po»reik  fer  sS^ hapejof 
,j j^a^W^felii^ijty  fe^^ftaue  njpre^y^Ife^  Tro  th«mei#ttye 
.1  Wf  j^9y.s(ttribfq^cihe  c^  a^the 

<^nmi(?ncea^ejit[jQf  tb^  confpirjicyi  appbiufcd  fjasris&d 
.w^J?  ttcu-/l«^  aod  averfe  to.  the^Jb«arde  of  in»ow- 
}im- ,  Soffif  jtpQ,  of  tiipi4\andiwa¥is^]di%j^iiioiird^^ 
iferted^th^  xoy^i.  party,  under  th«  apprebcnfip^  toE  its 
,»!?aJkiief^  ,aiwl  ippght^^^^  w  ihdrawiity  be- 

neath.the  fta^dard  of  ifebeHioui    Bui<the  nuniberief 
tWc  is  trifling  indeed,  comp^fed  iVitfeOiafe,  iriwri^Stid 
,  upon;  different  priiiciplesr and  ujodet  di^cewrciV 
,  cumftances.    Amc^ng  tlie  hi^bw  ranks  of  iiifej^gittite^ 
s  Wf  find  the  preponder^iirfgiiujutceiiifinifeto  i^riibem^ 
,^^poJitical  difappointinenfe,  andsffitreffed i«iijiAi^ 
-^pces,;  ampng  the  lower  brdbus,  riligtiwagrbniM^- 
;^7  and  th^  bflip^.of.  prundej^.'.  Wnh>rpfye&^^p^'^ 
penj  dbei5p|bi:e»  ihoMgli  fomci  icipukn«>perf5«^fj^4^r 
^:W9P$  tlxejconfpirttors,  *o  may^  fafeJ^^aflliPft^^lfe 

^etidon,  on  the  lide  of  Government.  >^rriOT'B  n.^/l. 

; iH  |P^?^  ?^>  W?¥F^  ^W^  .«^uld:(Wrl»inIy 
SB^^^^  ^W^iflg.jVRPR  iWpre  ci(|«a^^,8rauhd^b^PeIi- 
.     .  ;  E  haps 
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haps  we  may  even  allow  that  at  one  time,  the  rebels 
and  their  adherents  were  more  numerous  than  the 
loyal  party.  The  friends  of  revolution,  however, 
have  little  caufe  to  pride  themfelves  on  a  circum- 
ilance  which  any  other  kind  of  general  tumult  or 
difturbance  would  as  efFedually  have  occafioned. 
They  are  much  miftaken,  indeed,  if  they  attribute  the? 
number  of  their  popular  followers,  to  an  enlarged 
knowledge  of  conflitutional  rights,  or  a  deliberate  ^ 
preference  of  ^republican  government.  It  is  igno-* 
ranee,  not  information  that  urges  our  half-barbarous 
peafantry  to  riot  and  infurredion  ;  it  is  not  civili- 
zation, but  the  want  of  it,  that  renders  them  the  eafy^ 
dupes  of  every  feditious  incendiary.  Great,  however, 
as  their  numbers  may  be,  their' real  ftrength  under  a 
government  of  vigour  and  decifion,  muft  be  always 
trifling.  Want  of  difcipline,  want  of  coroperation,, 
and  the  difficulty  of  fubfiftence  in  large  bodies,  will 
always  render  them  an  eafy  copqueft.  Mobs  are  alfo 
proverbially  vcrfatile.  The  objed  of  their  veneration, 
^afily  becomes  that  of  their  hate,  and  the  caufc  they 
^fpoufe  to-day  may  be  reprobated  and  abandoned 
to-morrow.  Under  thefe  circa  mftances,  I  confefs, 
that  I  felt  lefs  apprehenfion  for  the  event  of  the  con* 
teft,  than  the  alarming  circumftances  of  our  appa- 
rent fituation  fcemed  frequently  to  warrant.  I  knew 
,ihat  the  popular  ferment,  which  artifice  might  rife, 
could  not,  without  fuch  a  degree  of  foreign  aid  as 
feemed  very  unlikely  to  arrive,  long  be  kept  afloat^ 
4ind  that  teaoporary  evil,  and  private  calamity,  woula 
^e  the  worft  confequences  of  the  infurreftion; 

I  have 
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1  have  beffbwed  upon  bur  cbtDmbn  people  ian  epi- 
thet which  I  could  wifti  that  fubfequent  refleftioii 
would  allow  me  to  retraft.  You,  and  I,  can  certainly 
bear  witnefs  to  a  very  confidcrable  iraprovement  in 
their  ajipearance,  their  manners,  and  their  induftry. 
^e  can  remember  wheii  among  the  lower  orders, 
jhoes  and  fto^ings  were  no  common  luxury,  when 
their  underftanding^^iwere  clouded  by  excefs  of  igno- 
rance and  fuperftitioBi  and  whien  idlenefs  and  riot 
were  the  moft  prominent  marks  of  their  chara<fter.— 
The  late  improvement  in  agriculture,  (ftill  very  de- 
fedlive)  the  increafe  of  trade,  the  commencement  of 
manufaflares,  and  the  natural  advancement  of  focial 
comfort  under  a  regular  and  enlightened  govern* 
ment,  have  confiderably  meliorated  their  condition, 
and  humanized  their  manners.  For  whatever  the  ar- 
rdgaiit  fpeculatift  may  ^pretend,'  die  refbraiation  of  a 
people  cannot  be  the  work  of  a  day.  It  requires  the 
long  and  patient  exertions  of  wilHom,  to  alter  a  iiar 
tionai'charadler,  to  inform  ignorance,  ta  eradicate 
prejudices,  and  to  overcome  habits.  Though  w^hih 
the  laft  thirty  years,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  ih^t 
much  has  been  done,  it  is  equally  certain  ^hat  much 
remains  to  do.  To  thofe,  who  like  us  are  acquainted 
'with  the  difpofitions,  the  cuftoms,  and  the  modes  of 
life,  of  a  people,  among  whom  we  have  for  fo  many 
years  almoft  continually  refided,  it  is  unneceflary  to 
enter  into  a  minute  delineation  of  chara<fter.  The 
records  of  the  pafling  day  will  amply  fuffice  to.  con- 
vince the  rtranger  that  their  propenlity  to  idlehefs  and 
rrot  is  not  y6t  fubdped,  and  that,  of  the  barbarity 
whicl;  has  fo  long  J^een  lamented,  too  many  traces 
E  2;  unfor- 


to  &y^tjy(^«i!e^be  rccfadmcd  by.tikblgekxc^  dt 
won  XtyvQpnCf&Qn*-  ^fojoctici^v^ibdalgcncie !is  tli)^ 
curib  j>C  n|U!gbkf  »i<old>a^weU  sts^ffung;  truants 
and  uttfitfi^pll^Mf^QOfCdflidn^  ^is.colkfid9red,  as.  an£pg 
aot  fi:oi«  tdve  )9Mt  &<rtn  fear.  Let  fiNxi  t2o0du£t  ^ 
treated  ^ith.allthc^kkxlifofii  k.deftrvwa,  >iu^:vifciouP» 
nrfs  aiKi  intemp^raitw  amft  be  puniftedand  relbramed 
by  neceflar)!  &vedr^a&d/al^ 

I  remain,  S3ck  - 


L  E  t  T  E  R    Vfn.^ 


fV  I T  H  all  jttjl^'abhorreiice^  pf  eruelty.a»d  oiut-. 
rage>  I>^an  ipake.g^^t  allowpince  for  the ^XQc£fe$  of 
cur  Bii%uiaied  pod^Qtry*  Tbe  if du>dli¥e  anlfi^ 
wbfehibey  Wip^e  is0igjt«ted>  plight  Ijave  dtli^dedftpco- 
pie  <rf,gi;f*t^  ftjEMuJiiMtfta  afldi^igbcr  info|3W«BoiJ.rr- 
JuAiee  toe  feqares..me;to  acknowledge  tjbat^  feveral 
of  thofe  wltQ  ei^agcd  :H)  the  eOnfpii:ifti:yj  cotcmi  inito 
the  fcrvtciBjr  Jcf^vPao^ed  ly  tk^  lv>p^^  firiq,  tbaa  thfe 
fear  of  pvni&ineiiiti  £i»rx.^s:afiidut»l%;inc^cated» 
that  every  man, who  refulbdiii  partkipate  vrouldbe 
treated  as.  aj}  etietny.—  la  eyeiy  ^oxintry  revxaliatioii^ 
will  have  fome  fisieaday  becanfe  iaeveiycottxxti^,  pd*  .^ 
verty  will  more  or.lef^  be  £bund»  and^the/iieretched 
naturally  welcomeaany  cbangeiiwhich.pioniife&  Xfir . 
better  his  conditional  :  In  ihistkingddin,  indigence 

alone 
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.alope  ittfgk  :^ve  ,iirdebt«a  ^ms>«^  xhd::p^AtiUf 

frf  I  that  inid^gts^  'to>  Be  ndtidciU     They 

are  4n^a.  grei^^iife^are  jomikg^w^   Wcoi^  fyftellfi 

^ualfy^willbexemosfredr  but^^Heh^c^tidniytsbyiid^ 

jneaii&  wputable  ta  the Jocampeteak:^  or  ixopetfeet^ 

tipna  of  ;Gova;iunent.     The,imi3i43ffite  of  Go^n- 

ii»xit.is  toi^ice  carejthat  Ju^e  beiqpipartialjy  adtm- 

niflcrefL     X?rf  ^^cji^^^^f^^^  bclosgs  ih^  p:oU3ion  of 

^f  Jnduftry,  but  the  irtt  txcrcife  oS  h  muft  be  left 

.tO;indiyi4aals«    The  authority  which  forbids  me  to 

.ij)jurean(;aher  man's  ^roj)erty,-aUow^  me  to  make 

.whatxife  J  pleafe  of  my  own.    k.will  oblige  a  man 

.tobe  juft,  but^CAJXaot  compel,  him  to  be  generpus* 

The  poilefibr  of  an  ellate^  might  and  ought  to.  confult 

the  cbmfbrts^of  hia-tcnantry  by  dirking  imd  encoa* 

raging  ti^hf  iiidttftrjr,  butrif  uiifortunktelyhe  llSouhl 

chufe  t^;takc  a  contraa^y  pai^i  it  is  itdt^m  OotViMi- 

,men  torcauedy  .tibe  evil.  Jt is ^wry.ciftafr  that.^a<)dd- 

.  W^QU^be  itfftoicely  mot:ip  y^laiibk  .Hid  i^tit  in^  Ij^&iiHi  " 

tjha^ lp?*;«4  «^^  TO acteft, |3^t It MTOMAd }«.iRii9«g,in 

.Qo^^flm^j^f ';ta.  >(>m  j»eith<.  mi^  :^  '^t*^:'  '^^  -*" 

!pQod  ui[e  ^  it^  tJ?ki^rAy\>^^^ 

be  ffoq^Qj|jtly,abjiif(^i^bnt  vbfcatn^^  b-" 

hour  t0  obtiiix  iiqealtb  9vhic^  h^ls  not :  p^»mit^  la 

eigoy  according  to  his  omx.£Biiqy% '.  3te  ^e^i^of 

which  I  ^rompJ^n^  m&^}^hMpf^^ 

tfsrial  grievance' of  our  Pcrafwtty^  Jaiifi^^  'fi^<ft4l^ 

ihort,  :uncar€9i^^  ^d  ip^qnue  i^ureiVAderMar^ch 

;their  lit^e  farmsr^rci.fomiqc^^  Xhe^i^ustoo 

I  for 
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for  tbe  moft  part  are,  confideringthe  imperfeft  ihtte 
of  hufcandry,  too  Mgh,  not  allowing  the  occupycr 
means  of  comfortable  fubfiftance.    What  warmth  xX 
ftttaehmetit  can  the^  Peafant  feel  forthat  Ciotintiy,  in 
which  the  mbft  unrfemitting  labour  will  fcarcefufiicfc 
to  prociire  him"  fuftenance,  and  where,  fliould  extra- 
ordinary exertions  be  crowned  with  fuccefs,  the  fruits 
of  his  toil  ferve  only  to  enrich  his  talk-mafters* 
Many  of  our  occupyers  are  mere  'tenarifs  at  will, 
fubje£t  to  the  avarice  or  caparice  of  a  Landlord, 
who  feldom  fcruples  to  turn  him  adrift,  in  order  to 
'make  room  for  a  perfon  more  folvent  or  more  fab- 
xniffive.    Many  of  our  Landed  Proprietors,  however 
benevolent,  live  at  too  great  a  diftance,  to  know  or 
•relieve  the  fituation  of  their  Tenantry.    Too  maiiy 
of  thofe  that  live  among  them  are  addi£led  toplea- 
lures/  and  in  the  diflrefs  occafidned  by  their  own 
-extravagance,  lofe  fight  of  their  fuflering  dependants. 
Hence  has  arifen  the  fyftem  of  ntidd/e  Landlordfhip, 
-the  pernicious  confequence^  of  which,  though  lon^ 
felt,  are  not  yet  entirely  removed.    To  take  a  coarfc 
^dnd  uncultivated  tradl  for  the  purpofe  of  improVd- 
inent,"  and  afterwards  to  let  it  at  ah  advanced  rent 
'Icbnffider  to  bfe  fair  profit  and  tifeful  exertion,  but  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  fee  perfons  pay  thoufands  per 
annum  in  rent,  who  never  tilled  a  field,  raifed  a 
hedge,  or  built  a  hoiife,  who  uninduftrious  thcm- 
•felves,  derive,  like  Negro-drivers  an  income  from 
the  fwcat  of  the  Poor,  by  whofe  labour  they  are  en- 
riched, but  in  whofe  happinefs  they  feel  no  int^reft. 
This  ftjte  of  degredation,  if  it  did  not  generate,  at 

leaft 


£   59   3 

Icafi  eacouraged  that  propeulity  tp  theft  ^vhich  has 
fo  long  been  tbcr  reppoaeh ,  of  our  common  people,^ 
A  Pe^faut,  whofe  uncertainty  ,of  j>9flreflion  permits 
not  the  planting  of  a  Trjee<)a  hisrown  ground,  if  he 
wants  a  handle  fqr  hia  fpade  pr  a  t\vi^  f j^r  his  bafket, 
watches  an  opportunity  of  fteftling  from  his  more 
fortunate  neighbour,  that  neceflary  implement  which 
perhaps  he  is  unable  to  purchafe,  A  vice  once  ef- 
.  tabliflhed  becomes  diflScult  to  remove,  and-,  he  fre- 
quently igarries  with  him,  to  an  improved  fituation^ 
die  evil  habit  which  originated  in  neceffity.  While 
I  lament  the  exiftence  of  a  fyftem  fo  pregnant  with 
mifchief,  I  mull  acknowledge  with  pleafure  that  of 
fete,  it  has  been  rapidly  .declining.  ,  Landed  Propric-. 
tors  bpgan  to  fee,  tljat  it  wap,  not  only  difgraceful  and 
calamitotis  tp  the  country,  but  materially  injurious 
to  th^mfelyes,  \yhp  becaa)e  in. fad  only  rent  chargers 
on  their  own  eftates.  •  A  more  liberal  plan  in  confe« 
quence  was  adopted,  and  feyml  ^jf  the  great  Pro- 
prietors, r^jeding.  the  interference  of  middle  men^ 
(limulfited  at  once  and  rewarded  the  induflry  of  the 
farmer,  by  making  him  a  leafe  of  his  holding,  at  even 
lower  rents  than  the  farmer  would  have  given.  A 
flouriihing  and  induftrious  Yeomanry  conftitute  the 
true  ftrength  of  a  Country,  and  though  in  this  king- 
dom they  are  the  clafs  of  inhabitants^xnoft  to  be  wilh- 
edfor,  they  have  been  the  clafs  moft  wanted.  Among 
them  will  always.be  found  the  firmeft  friends  of  ef- 
tablifhment,  because  order  and  tranquillity  are  eifen- 
tially  neceflary  to  their  welfare.  Ambition  difturbs 
ftQt';(he.  happy  mediocrity  of  their  iltuation,   and, 

forms 
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fortM  of  Govennnent,  or  fqaabUesr  for  power,  excite 
no  emotion  in  tHofe,  who  only  Iddc  for  iecority  and 
protcdion.  I  will  not  fay  that  this  oUervation  has 
been  ftridly  exemplified  in  thb  RdbeHion,  becaufe 
itrhen  religion  mixes  in  the  ^pute,  the  ordinary 
motives  of  adion  ceafe  to  operate.  But  it  is  ceruin 
that  they  were  the  laft  to  engaj^e  in  it,  and  the  moft 
difficult  to  be  infiuenced.  They  alfo  have  been  the 
greateit  fufierers.    The  rich  could  fpare  from  his  fu-  . 

]^rfluiiy,  and  the  poor,  in  faving  his  life>  has  fayed 
his  all.  But  where  rebellion  ragedi  the  farmer  has 
to  lament  the  lofs  of  his  comforts  and  the  fruits  of  his 
ihdufiry.    I  trufl  that  all  fuch  as  liftened  too  fondly  / 

to  the  voice  of  the  betrayer,  have  fecn  their  error 
and  become  feniible  of  their  folly,  and  I  truft  alfo  ^1 

that  the  gentry  of  this  country,  will  herea^r  turn  a  | 

more  affiduous  attention  to  the  encouragement  of  the^ 
peafant,  and  the  improvement  of  agriculture.    How  | 

much  is  it  to  be  Umented  that  the  wanton  fpecula*  ' 

tions  of  ambitious  vanity  Ihould  engrofs  the  general 
attention,  while  fo  many  ufeful  as  well  as  pleafant 
objeds  of  purfuit,  remain  negle^ed  and  forgotten ! 
To  country-gentlemen  a  farm  will  never  fail  to  af- 
ford moft  healthful  exercife ;  and  moft  rational 
employment,  accompanred  by  the  delightful  confci- 

oufnefs,  that  while  amufing  himfelf,  he  is  a  material' 
benefador  to  his  country.  In  town,  a  variety  of  lau-^ 
dable  ftudies  and  profitable  occupations  folkit  the  ex** 
lertion  of  curiofity  and  abilities.  Chymiftry  and  na* 
rural  philofophy  offer  thehr  inexhauftible  fundof  re- 
tremaa  and  knowledge.  Arcbite^re  invites  the  acco- 
modation 
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^  modarioh  of  the^pttlcm  and  the  ftifte  of^e  arrifl>^ 
Commercii^^td  Matntifaiftifre  ail^iidiJta^tliDteDmrpriz- 
iog  tie  liieaift  ^'efai^thjlig.'^tfeaaifclves,  narid igiving 

•  fubfiftetice  and'  liap]f)ih^fe  ttJJiiHof&fands,^.' .  Q£  alidwi- 
maii'aims  thtPpthftfit^  piivwrud  perhaps  dhu^aotoft 
barren  of  tcrtuncKittdoi  ^w,.  vejry.jfcw.e^ttor  com-* 
pkatly  attain  thek'ol5J:edl>  and  thofe  that  NdQ>  jjsspe- 

'  fience  I  believe 'vdry  frequently  the  fai^'of  Ixion. 
They  erilbrafc^  a  eloud  ittffaad  of.a  goddefai^and 
find  tlieit-eiijoyiaent^  to.bc  %  tnorc  vifionaiy  than 
iubftantial..*  But  politics  are  the.i»g^:pf  ^;^[le^.day, 
ahdiintill^^hb^^yvorfubfides,.  the  cala^vfMQe  of  rea- 
fon'witl  j)te]M}  umsodced. 

Irf  purfulngajhte  fubjeiSl  I  have  fi^p  .exceeded  the  li* 
■  initsl  pfopofediio  myielf^  -yet  ftill  find  that  nuich  rc- 
ihaihs^tdis^faid.  7  Ammg  oj;hcr;mattedP$  the4:elftive 
fkuadon  of  this  Coimtry.  wijt}^£i)gland  fi^ggieft^  a  fer- 
tile tojHt  ftf  dificufion#  I  haye^  long  bew  ;?f  opjinion 
thattheconnc^onof  twaeppires,  by  a  Crown  alpne, 
-  with  di{ti&£l  independent  houfes  of  parliament, .  bad 
foniethingin  it  awkward  and  preppfterons,  and  which 
cduld  not  fail  to  be  a  fruitful  fource  of  jealoufy  and 
difeord.  Imperium  in  Imperiois  allowed:  to  be  a  fo- 
licifm inpoliues.  . Scotlaiidand Ireland,,  for  in  this 
4bafe,  a  river  or  a- channel  makes  no  diifcren^e,  fhould 
be  independent  kingdoms  A>r  integral  parts  qf  one 
•  empire.  Notftiflai  independence  may  be  more  ^flat- 
tering  to  national  pride,  but  tiHio  glory,  as  well 
as'ftrcngfh  will  be  found  in  union.  ;  Wc  have  the 
-     .  F  "  Ihe 
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fafi£li6n  of  etzitip}^  to  AirtBt  «s.  SeofhKid  bas 
tried  the  citperinierit  and  fucceeded.  Difficulties  ntf 
doubt  occur,  but  I  fhcluld  h6pt  not  infurmoiintable* 
Toil  have  already  fd  encouraged  me  hj  font  appro«- 
bation,  that  I  inzy;  perhaps,  fend  70a  my  thoughts  on 
this  as  well  as  other  fubjeds  of  nationd  concern.  It  is 
nofmall  prcfumption,  I  confefs,  to  treat  of  matters  fo 
ihuch  beyond  my  depth,  but  I  am  comforted  by  this 
reflexion,  that  though  I  contribute  little  to  the  gene- 
ral flock  of  ufeful  inforniiatibn,  I  fhall  at  leaft  add 
nothing  to  that  of  turbulence  aind  difcontent,  Mid 
that  if  I  do  no  good,  I  fhall  ftt  leaft 'efi:lq|>e^the  iiA)^- 

tation  of  doiiig  harm. 

Iremaini  &c. 


F  I  N  I  S. 


•  '„.•  ■•  .■.:  o.  B,S'  'EJi.y:"  A^  i '  I  ON  .s  . 

'  ^'    *'•     '     ON    '*H'E'      ■>""  ^     -•  "  ^    •  > 

projecti:d  union, 

GREAT  BRITAIN   and  IREtANt), 


AND     THf 


INEXPEmENCY- OF    AGtT^TING    TIJE    WEAStTRE 


'^By  ;j;  i!;  c7  Es(? 


barrister'  At    law/               * 

••■'.  • 

if 

,  . 

'.     -  -v :,    .    ^      v-   ' .    \  -       .  "";  *^  •  *:*£  ,4 

<■• 

DUBLIN: 

miNTE 

D   BY   WM.  M'KSttXIB,     MO.    JJ,     COLLSCS-aiiEBir. 

1798. 

m^K^^^iimmit^mmi 


mm 


T    if    O    U    G    H    T    S 


C^   AN 


U  N  I   O  N, 


Arguments  on  political  fubjea«  »e  always 
more  indecifive,  and  pfroduce  le&  convidion^  than  on 
^ny  of  thofe  theoretick  fabje3:s9  wbicli  the  combining 
power  of  the  human  mind  can  frmne  fordifcuffion* 
The  human  paffions  are  ev^  more  deeply  engaged 
in  them — ^Th-us  that  cool  delibeftttion  is  deftroyed, 
which  is  fo  neceffary  to  judgment.  Party-fpirit,  and 
the  fatal  power  of  influence  interfere ;  candour  is 
therebyfiiut  out  from  the  debate  j  intereft  often  and 

genei-ally 
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generally  clafhes  with  policy.  Falfe  conciufionsare 
tlierfefore  the  refult  of  the  difcuffion  ;  pride,  vanity, 
falfe  opinions,  the  power  of  prejudice,  the  want  of 
fixe(^prii^^ples,  ^e  fear  of^^onDsquenpes,  theim-' 
prediojis  received  from  the  hiftory  of  the  lail  ten 
years — every  thing  that  can  diftort  or  blindfold  oiuj 
judgment  in  the  difcuffion  of  political  fubjefts,  has 
in  its  turn  it's  individual  weight,  and  nothing  but 
cool  deliberation,  and  a  clofe  inveftigation  of  the 
fecret  motive  whiph  aftv^ate  parties,  ^an  prevent 
error  in  our  conclufions. 

Never  did  a  moment  occur^  in  which  this  leffon 
was  more  neceflury  than  ^t- the  clofe  of  the  year 
1798  J  never  did  the  danger  of  precipitancy  appear 
more  formidable ;  never  did  fo  many  caufes  unite 
at  one-  time  to  .throw  obftacles  in  the. way  of  fair 
difcuffion  J  .^d  yet,.fuch  i^  thetinie,  when  thelrifh 
nation  is  called  .on  to  determinje  on  a  fuhje£t  of 
unmeafured  magnitude  apd  importance.  . 

.  The  propofition,,  which  thofe,  who  are  entrufte4 
with  his.Majefly^s  jGovernraent  in  Ireland,  openly 
avow,  as  beings  amongft  thefirftji  on  >vhich  the  Irifli 
Parliament  will  be  called  to  debate,. is  one/th^t 

embraces 
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eiitbraces  cTi^narional  concern  at  onfce  jfKepubKc 
mind  is  agitated,  and,  I  fear,  is  inflamed  by~  it. 
If  fuch  is  really  the  cafe,  the  meafore  will  be  adopt- 
ed with  .indifcDset  9nd  indifcriminating  Jiafte;  «r 
rejeflred  with  intemperance^ — ^unweighed  and  un- 
valued* . 

The  chief  objcift  of  the  following  pages  is  to  fhew, 
that  the  pr^ferit  ft^tfe  of  Ireland  is  ill  calculated 
for  the  in^pattial  difcuffioh  of  a  fubjcfl^of  fuch 
national  importance,  and  to  point  the  pubGc  atten- 
tion to  tfome  of  thofe  confiderations,  which  mufl: 
arife  in  the  difcuffi^n  a^d  .previbiis  arrangemeril, 
^d  which  fhould  be  well  and  calmly  weighedV 
before  the  hcrur  of  decifibn  cotnesi  The  difficulty  of 
(letermining  the  queftion  at  once,  which  the  writer 
is  anxious  to  iifiprefs  i^on  the  minds  of  others,  and' 
fhe  various  fubjeAs  for  previous  confideratioi,  which 
piuft  occur^  Ihoald  deter  a  judgment  more  acute, 
jind  a  mind  more  eflUght^ip'd  than  his,  from  giving 
thviX  hafty  opinipn,  which  it  is  his  endeavour  to 
prevent  others  from  forming*    ' 

*     '  ■  . 

The  fecrct  and  d^ep  laid  plans  of  republicanifm^ 

vihich  have  been  fetally  fuccefsful  m  winning  fo 

many 
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Ainy  tltottiaiid^  frota  their  altegiance^  have  during 
Ae  hft  fitmBKermontIrs  tendeiied  Iidiauid  a  miferable 
ijpisftacle  6f  defcSadohy  mut-der  and  rapiae;'  The 
ftiUidctrd  of.rebeUloQ  lias  been  feen  ini  er^y  pro* 
idiice^  afiid  in  eyeiy  coanty;  A  vf^t^  not  of  political 
eontroverfy  but  of  bloody  animofky^  wa«*  n^ed 
^ainft  the  peaceable  inhabitants  as  weU  as  the  fol* 
diers  of  roystlty'-HScencs,  fb  ire(h  in  the  eye  of  bvery 
iiiflfi,  .need  not  to  be  described ;  it  is^enough  to:)  fay 
ikatk^ecf  inftitii^n,  v^ch  had  the  defbnos  of  th^ 
cttttftitutibii  and  the  f  rptd^on  of  the  csmmTyhr  'm 
imindiitioti^  «ra«  the  ob^e^  of  deftFiiaioii.'  l%e 
efiiefb  produced  by  a  ftate  of  un<»ifuag  alavm  and 
danger^  and  the  daiiy  detail  of  biobdy  anions  \n% 
thte  ffcbel  armies — ^by  the  deflation  and  min,  which 
4svery\(rh^e  threatened 'us^  ^nd  by^tlk:terr6{*s  of  an 
afiproachhig  winter — ^t^^re  vil^fe  to  ev^  eye. 
A  dfejeOitm  and  wearin6%'  of  body  and  mind— an 
:ipWhf  m  feme— ^efpondencfe/  in  others-^aftd  pafiion 
aftd 'TCfenttilent  in  the  feft.  fe  which  of  thdfe 
claffes  would  philofophy  find  a  habitajicto  ?  -  Ts  it 
when  the  human  mjfid  is  in  a  ftate  of  political  as 
wfell'as  natural  debility,  that  its  energies  are  to  be 
|)r6ught  fo  the'teft  ?  is  it  when  the  fr6tfo1nefs  and 
irrffettJWi  or  Ac  Jcthatgy  saitf  iiftle&nefs,  i^hich 
•;•'"•-  ■'     ."  '  '  are 
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are   sttendant*  <m  the    fever,'  w^der  -vlitoh  'tbe 
na'lictti  ha»  fuflisved  fo»  hreml  mm^pB&fr^^^k 
wktn  thcfe  baue  «he»r  fiiUeil  inftueace,  th;M  ibltd»i' 
jed  i9  laid  Inefore  it^  isdii6h.^auldfeqi)m  fhe.mtft 
a&ire  euei^gies  o£  the  iniad>  t}»  exainino  aftd  decide 
upon  it  ?  Witt  the  nation  forget  i^  owli  illoefiH^'aad 
undertake  ^  tsSk  adapted  only  to  the  ngcfm  oi 
healliij  is  it  to  the  bed^  of  fiobi^ti  ^md  idebiKff^ 
that  an  ;^triGate  andilifficidt  escaininatiidnrof  aooiift* 
plex.and  abftnife  ij^adUanlhouldbe  bf&ught i  tkm 
o£ten  hatie  the  arrangement^  whiich  hare  {xeentiiua 
Bsade  between  man  and  man— ^been  annulled  by  out 
<^urta  0f  Equky  i 

.  If  it  iaj^Q^ife^  by  risking  jthe  alarin  torfimre  the 
pubttisc  tp  m  f!«^«iiiiitf «>n  pf  theioaiiigs — bdbredie 
mode  of  s£tiqn  ih^ll  be  ircilfolTed  ott^^If  k  if  4ioffi- 
)4^  IQ  chec^  t)i4t  igf^ii»fiiky^9^idi.fawist«fr  tiOk  de^ 
fid^^  h^tc  .Tie^on  bas  j^^en  ^iMt&ltedr^lhe  ]«i«km 
may  reap  adYanta^es,  but  cani^  ittfl^  ifljvryJby 
the  delay. 

.  An  Union  betwei^n  Grea^  Br^t^  and  Ireland  |$ 
|[x  con^eh^nfive  iaitacfeas  on  tl;e;j|^tiir,  ili^j^ 
avowal  of  tbemeafure  cazmpt  l>pt  cre«^  imtromgion 
agitation  in  thepnblic  mind*  It  engages  our  feelings 

and 
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and  implicates  onr  iaterefts  both  as  individuals  and 
as .  a  nation.  It  will  be  irrevocable  in  its.  confe- 
quencels*  Its  effefts  are  not  temporary  but  perma- 
nent. Its  operation  is  not  limited  in  its  extent 
or  duration,  but  embraces  the  whole  nation  and 
pofterity.  Not  partial  in  its  adion,  but  general  in 
its  influence.  Every  confideration  of  pride  and  in- 
tereft-^— of  property  and  profeffion— of  national  dig- 
nity and  private  confequence— of  fpeculative  enter- 
prize— and  eftabliflied  modes  of  trade — all  come 
within  the  coloflal  ftride  of  this  projefted  meafurc. 

And  on  fuch  anoccafion  will  this  nation  yield  at 
once  to  firft  impreflions  ?  Will  the  nation  liften 
with  gaping  folly  to  the  frothy,  or  the  arrogant, 
ox:  the  infidious  arguments  of  thofe  who  would  hurry 
'them  4n  one  inftant  to  embt'ace  with  childifh  hafte, 
or  to  T€}ea  with  fallen  bbftihacy  a  meafurc  To  ma- 
meittous?  Is  »this  nation  to  be  pbmphlei«fed  out  of 
its  own  judgment  ?         ^  i  -   :   -' 

And  who  is  he,  whofe  phildfophic  eye  can  at 
one  glance,  fee  the  fubjeO:  in  all  its  confequehces 
immediate  and  remote  ? — ^Who  is  he,  that  will  tell 
this  nation  with  all  the  pedantry  of  an  academick, 
or  all  the  hankering  prejudices  of  jin  alien-*^that 

Ireland 
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irelaiid  can  dei;|iteifiHim  the  adopd^n:  nf  the  mea« 

&^^  «»>t&mg  bi^  ben^fits-^natidn^l  prDfperh^  a^ 

ki^tridual  alvantagd<*«HpeUgkiu^i&aftHt]rfBd.a  tnxi^ 

4igi^dd'«^re£»4t^Oii«i^-^Wha  k  ius;   that  tnSi 

t^l  «f(Mi  *hat  tf  fOH  42mlM«U2ei)tbe.;mciafiure,   «wca: 

mdier  any  modlficatiMi^  you  ^iil  be  die  .niBrderer 

oiF  Mti^f^al  konor  ittid  proif  erlty-^adil  the/cude  of 

yoiiir  pofteiity  ?   ^  Is  k  in  the  iffc^dixUs  of  an  aScial 

Writer^  that  we'^aH  iind  a  doe  to  dead  cur  judg** 

ments  ?     Is  it  in  the  hypocondriac   terrors  of  nai 

alarmift,  that  we  fhall  read  the  lelfon   of  caution  ? 

JL^f  jw  Xiiih^x  diveft  .our  inind&  of  blind  confidence, 

ajid,x)f  iajfc.fearp.,; -Let  us  exanfiine  with  ftri.6tnefs, 

but  not  with,  parti^ity^     Let  ,p8,  debate  with  calnn 

liels-wi^emng to.th^.argijnxents  of  thofe,  who  fpe^k 

ir^m  deliber^fiouj^j^t  frpm^party  ;.  and  weighing 

tb^c0n6lvfipn'\fj,*i/v>-fi(>w  from  the  -   ,-  ^  ^    -^ 
^     ^  ^'^'^..^r^,.^^.^^-.    .  — :  ^ypotfi«Ji^bF 

is  foritteii  'fclfi  (he  6pinf64i& 'itf-dalrtiuana  i^^nfibfe 
e^«qU|j^h^':^i^t  dnfe'deieriiilifttio'n  <>e' adopted.  •  By 
fuitli^  ^^frifakle  'W^  i$r<Jc^ji!ig  >lh^.  gen^fra^^oS^ig 
Strife  ftt'^fffe^,^-:   ^-  '   ;.     /'     ^:;        .  ..•::.:!:  ^ 

B  «f 
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ef  themeaftircv  ftatirf  ahy  outline,  by  which  thd 
nation  might  be  guided  in  its  preyipuj  deliberaticni, 
before  the  parliament-fliaU  have  met.?  It  is  fiSrange, 
tfhat  the  public  attention  hw  not  bieen  called  to- the 
terme,  on  which  the.  union  between  the  two  king-^ 
doms  is  intended  t6  be  framed.  It  is  ftrange,  riiat 
in  this  avowal  of  the  meafure,  no  official  comraunir 
cation  has '  been  confideted  as Heceffary,  to  the 
commercial  part  of  the  nietropolis>  or* 'of  the 
kingdom*   ^      •  .  j  !   . 

'-.>.''  .    .  ..    * 

My  mbft  fif  m  UM%  that  it  is-fey  ito  itteans  the 

wifh  or  inteftfiott  of  the  EngUfh  Ca^net^o  force 

the  meafufe,  or  to  li  heedlefs  of  the  voice  of  this 

nation,  Ihould  that  voice  be  againft  it.    I  cohdema 

^hat  readinefs  to  impute  ill  motives  to  thofe,  who 

f^ntan  ^glMh^arroy  into.  lEelatt4,Trnor  do  I  give 

'»j»y. credit  to,?ij«afleriip»,  .that  thg  j^bjeft  of  that 

§Q^c^WM»  IH^MfCpel »  fer^gn  «nerny  ,or  fubdue  a 

domeftick  one,  but  to  fiVpfVffQ  tho  kingdom  into 

acompUancc  with  the  will  of  the  EngUlh  Cabinet, 

Thofe  who  wift  to  feparate  Ireland  from  Great 

Britain,  are  the  worft  enemies.thiaiin^ticff  l^as  to 

encounter.    Nature  has  linked  the  two  kingdoms 

togfiljher  by  fo  many  ties,  that  a  feparation  would  be 

a  «onvulfion,'  fatal  perhaps  to  both.— And  wicked  , 
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imuft  that  fpirh  be,  which  would  wifh  for  the  fake 
of  experiment,  to  rifque  the  happihefs^  nay  the 
exiftence  of  his  country. 

Many  of  thofe,  who  have  deliverQd  theft  fenti- 
mcnts  on  the  fubjeft  of  an  Union,  feem  to  me  to* 
injure  the  difcuffion,  by  affuming  cert^n  data,  thjt 
<xiftencc  of  which  is  aimoft  as  much,  a  matter  of 
eontroverfy  as  the  main  queftion  itfelf.  One 
writer  builds  his  Uttle  argument  on  a  foundation^ 
which  is  fapped  by  general  opinion.  He  refts  hi^ 
fiiperftruiaure '  on  this  unlfevdled  bafis,  ^*  that  twor 
**  independent'  ftatcs,  finding  their  feparate  exif-* 
**  tence  mutually '  inconvenient,  propofe  to  form 
**  themfelves  into  one  ftate  for  their  mutual  be- 
*«  nefit." — ^If  this  hypothcfiS  be  true,  would  it  mt 
have' been,  worth  his  labour,  to  havcv^bught  a  con* 
vidionof  its  truth  in  the  minds  of  a  doubting 
nation  ?— How  like  the  Cretan,  who  paflfed  jStfia  by 
to  view  the  volcano  in  Liparr;  ^     . 


^  The  analpgy,,  which  is  fought  for  in  th^  reference 
to  J  ancient  ftat€s,  or  ieven  t^  thofe  more  modern, 
will  produce  but  little  advantage  to  the  addiicer. 
Pxamples.of  this  kind  are,  in  aliriofl:  every  inft'ance, 
fcnind  to  exift  between  ftates  at  war  and  enmity  with 

each 
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mtb  others  and  whfofir  rel9li?e  .fitimioM  znA  janiBg 
.  ififtrefts  exf  luded  the  probability  «{  ^  Iftftiog  peace. 
Where  an  Ujoion  tak^s  pLsvce  bet,w$icn  .oatiom  ib 
circumilanced,  no  forc^  of  argument  can  be  drawn 
from  thencf  ^inalogous  to  the  queiHon.  00^17  before 
Vs  ^--^and  for  tlu^  reakm,.  tha(  in  tbpfe  inib^^ce^  no 
alternative  was  left  to  either  but  a  continual  war,  or 
^  unlimited,  infepajrab^^  iuxcon4itiQnal .  Union*^ 
xiot  ,fo  .^Luich  a^.  uni9n,of;the.  natipns,  aa.  .of  tfa^ 
jeqpl^^ , .  Jfo  pf eyiou^  a^rrangemqat  of  tb^  f^rf^s — 
90  in^^uaHty  pS  inijcrefb^^no  Ui^a|jlpn  of  }^t* 
i^\jljr^jii0  ^^  ^,be  ais^<4  and 

9(i^ufte>jir-*<^ere  /  ta .  be  enrolled  ^d.  pref|;ryed  as^ 
)^4-n>a]:ks  to  aicertain  .£&para|e.eftate&  to  either 
pafLcin^. .  Jn  tl^e  Swifs  Cantfina  XXee  notbii^  tha^  fan 

.  l>e..qWted  w»th  eff^ftt  P^fSP^,  ^^,^l?C:»fig»i%3?^'  *»* 
fla^e.  pf  |he  couj»t^  x?f  the  Giifipw^    Qne  i^^^fm^ 

.  fjte  i94e^9  a&4  a  famUisur  pne,  feems  tq  copie  iMai; 
tbe  q)iipfti^n  now  b^ote  u$,  apd  b^^  l^nixttcc^us^^d 
by  others. — ^I  allude  to  the  unipij  pf  Scojtland  with 
England.  In  the  fecret  hiftory  of  the  inftruments 
and  me^ns,  by  which  that  event  was  accomplifhed, 
the  encjuirer  will  find  much  to  guide  him  on  thi^ 
ftccafion.   IJe  will  there  read;,  wh|Lt  were  the  fepar.ate 

.,5rieii5«  pf\^ach  natipn-r-what  Vf^^Q  thtiv  niotives^^ 

' mi 
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fMad-^liat'  were  tfeiir  dbjeas*  "He  \rtH  fee  hcJ^.fb 
ibegcfitral  ^od  was  pdtfti^d;  haw  hr  partial  ad* 
varitage\fasfcm^  after>— ^Ite^Ulfire  wl»twas  left 
undone,  as  ^eH  as  what  was  finifbed.  **  Thew  i^/* 
fiwj^  Bclingbroke,  ^*^in  every  ftate  meaiUrir,  an 
avowedreafoh  and  a  rdcfvcd  mcJtive,** 

At  the  cammerioBiflfceiit  of  the  r8th  cAsiufy, 
Scothmd  laboured  under  many  incaavAneAeies  and 
dSidTaiufaf  ^i6^>  which'  Ireland  is  iiot  expofed  *to4 
Beficfcs '  the  unity  f)f  Ae  ttro  Crowils  beiAg  Ic^ 
Scotbnd  hsid^  c6dftitui&iiii  byi^  meas^Iiix  to 
that  o€  Eiigiand,  and  jar,  yctj  ba  isferibr  fo  It. 
By- her  itxcotporation  with  England,  her  con(Utii« 
tioh  reodred  mailky  grtat  rmprdvdiuentSy-^mtdb  yet 
rcraaras  to-'  be  iiaprorted'  awl  *  <iorreaed»  '  Hare  iu^ 
fhiinarkycaobeftKmd  witb^h^  It  irt^ot  in 
the  theory  of'ow  ioftflBtnffon  ^that  we  can  raftp 
hdvaotage  bf  an  Union  widr  Britain.^tt  thte  prac» 
rice  let  it  be  'finight  i^^Wifdom  may  find  emptoy* 
ment'thtte;  '  '        

i  confbfs  that  it  appears  tcxtx^e:  to  lie  a  ma:tt^  of 
no  ietiOQi  import  to  Ireland,'  to  learn  the  hcfct 
^^ivcs  of  Enghiid  ia  fcejdetg  the  acteoriipli&itiaDN: 
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of  this  pwjeft.  Grant,  that  fhc.  feek^  her  ovnt" 
atggraBdiHement  by  iu — Grant,  .that  it  is  not  the 
inter^fts  and  profperity  of  Ireland  which,  are-  her 
objed,  but  her- own  power  and  fecurity.-r-Grant 
ttki  the  advantages  which  muft  accrue  to  her»  far 
cu:*'  L'.;'h  thofe  which  Ireland  can  derive  -from. the 
adcGuori  of  the  mcafure. — Tet,  if  by  an  incorpora- 
tion' «rf  the  two  nations,  Ireland  wiii  receive  cpnfi- 
derable  benefits*— and  no  loflies  -or  facrifices  are  to 
ibUow  to  counterbalance  thofe  benefits,  why  fliould 
^•wM:b' envious  churlHbnefs  deny  herielf  advan^ 
tages,  beoiufe  that  whidv^will  brin^  thiem  to  her 
.vill-bring  greater  to  England?  .1  am  firmly  per- 
fuaded,  that  were  the  two  nations  copneded  by  an 
Union  formed  without  diffxanorabk  .partiality,  that 
emh  .would  ultimately  benefit  by  ev^ry  advantage  of 
tfieotheri.  The  great  difficulty  ia  fo  tafrjjme  that 
^Pnion,  that Di&mio^Jie -not  the  confcquence.  On 
4fee  previous  arrangements,  on  their  fecurity^  and 
^.yirifidam  of  their iormafion,  (flionld.thc  awafure 
b^  adopted)  depend  the ,  happinefs  of  Ireland.; 

.  The  imperious  neceffity  of  caution  and  dejiber^te 
examination,  (hould  never  for  a  moment  be  for* 
jptten.    If  the  advantages  refulting  to  Ireland  from 

/  -  an 
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an  incorporatibn  with  England  are  not  outweighed 
by  the  ikc]:ifices  {fse  muft  make,  and  that  the  wffii  of 
the  nation  is,  that  that  incorporation!  (hall  t^ke 
efFedf,— toietafecnrityibehady  thit  thefe  adriitagel 
be  not  fleeting  or  revbcable,  whilft  cm  lacriiic^8  ace 
permanent  and  irreviicable.-r-Let  a  fecurityl  faeifaad^ 
that  when  the  power  of  xeviiion  is  gone,  the  liecefr 
fity  of  revifing  be  •not  idPt  behind. — ^Leta  fecurity 
be  had,  that  when  an  ttnanirmty"  of  the  Irlti  Re*- 
prefentatives  in  the  Britifh  Farliantf rit  trbuM  pc^nt 
cut  the  injurious  and  unfair  tendency  df  2,hftaeg^ 
fure  to  the  kingdom  which  they  reprcfent^  that 
unanimity  niay'^haverthe  |)ower  to  refift;  ite  Hirith 
elFea,  The  eye  need  nor' wiauider  fia-^to^find  ah 
example  of  the.  neceffityrof  thh  caution^Ijeb^a 
fecurity  Jbe  Jbad,  ^that  tl»e^'lrilh  Reprifentatires  ih'.tfae 
*Britiih  Sfenate' cannot  become  the  inftrunients  ^ofSi 
•firjtiffi  party  in  that  Senate.— ♦-Let  a  fecurity  be? had; 
that  the  eleftioh  of  Irr(h  Reprefentatives  td' ferta 
^ih  a  Brltiffl  Senate,  be  hot  uhder  the-influehe«i  of-^ 
'Brki&jlVltnifter.— Let  a  fecurity  be  hiA;  tiat-tHe 
articles^  Union  be  not  infriflgcd.-*-Let  n  ifecuriiy 
be  had,  whcrfi  prudepce  may  fuggeft  andiexpediency 
\rcquire  it;,  '  .  )'. .      '•  '  "     ■  -^  •••'•.  ': 

•  .  -  I  am 
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It  is  inteadedy  I  am.  told^  tliaie  on  cter^r 
^lidKan  ^Bkh  relates  to  frdand  aloiky  the  Irilh 
rqirefisntatiTes  akmeare  to  decide  on  it.  if  this  be 
Inie,  I  doubt  not  but  the  frsmer  of  ttiar  medifica- 
iion  had  di6  mureft  a(  Irelacnd  for  bis  objed.  But 
I  cAnofehre  any  quiftba  of  iintoitric  fo  exdatfively 
idating  to  Ireland' done,. thit  no  direa:ar  iniite£t 
iati»ef!:  of  Bngland  cairbi  involved  in'  it.  if  {o^ 
it  vHf  bend  difficult  mairter  to  ex<ilude  the  opera- 
tion of'  ittcb  m  tiauft  oii'idEnoft  ev^y  po£hIe 
occafipn«.  ' '    ^  ... ;  r        •    "     ••  '   -.'• 

:   l%ai%rh!cb  b  ttrmed  national  Bignity^.feemsto 
me  to'becns  iittle  nnderftoodj  as  it  has  been  gxieatly 
mifh{tplied>  bnrrlhc  prd&nt  dccafion. '   Whefe  two 
kihgfdomf '  Ittve: bu)t  bfae  O^cw^;  jet  i^stratcTlegida- 
cures;  'where  a'  pKyfical  .xiaic(l>rpor3tioiiv-l)^t"ndt  a 
polititfaldne^'  has  beeft-fbrmed'by  degrees:  j-^whiere' 
one  i  ftefet  -said  forie  'army",  .  'nicionaily  'indiVifible 
even  ia  thought,  harve  been  forriied  froni^ilj^ifabjac^i 
of  each  ivrithout  diftin£lionj-^\v4ieTi^:idii^e  enem^ 
of  oneais  fhi  enemies  of:  both  ;-^whtrb  ^2K?^>ind 
vaff'ifie^'  Uoth  or  neither  j-^where ;  thd  t#)jeai^ 
the  one  are  entitled  to  all  the  natural  rights  ot  the^ 
othar— ^vhere  i^  thie  diftinft  and  feparati^  national 
^ (Jignity 


>. .  • 
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dignity  of  either  ?    I  know  of  none.    The  (%Mt]r  ^ 
of  fuch  an  empire  is  not  divifible  into  parts.  -    ^    '  . 

National  pride  is  but  too  g«iertUy  natio^Dalprt^  . 
judice.    The  i^trodudion  of  thofe  plaufible  terms  . 
aniongftthe  objeds  of  real  confideration^  is  loading  . 
the  enquiry  with  gilded  baubles.    They  are  lifc^  tbe  . 
foils  and  fpangles  on  the  flipper  of  the  opera^dancer^    . 
which  catch  the  eye  and  give  a  falie  appearance  of 
action. 

AUufions   to  partnerfhips  in  trade,  pnd.;otfiifet' 
unions  amongft  men,not  in  their  coUeftivc  capacity,- 
bring  with  them  no  force  of  argument  to  the  pr^fenf    , 
queftion, — and  for   this  great,  reafon,.   that   they.,  i 
reach  not  beyond  the  lives  of  the,  parties .j  aiK>th$r 
reafon  forbids  the  afli^nilation — namely,   that  ..tbe'    . 
poffibilityof  a  feparationis  not.excluded  incafe^oP/  « 
mutual  or  partial  unhappinefs.  .    ..     , 

In  confidering  this  fvibjeft,  th^^Legiflaturi?  wifl/  , 
prefs  itfclf  firfl  upon  our  attentipn^-T-bqcanfe,  jtjs 
that  part  of  our  qonftitutiop"  which  is  thefeeyftpRe.. 
of  our  ^happinefs,  and  will  be  prinppally'  ^ff©<3Eed  . 
by  an  Union.     The  importance  of  it  demands  a 

C  moft 
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t9fi&  no^ifwfip  exmm^npi  th^  chaijg^  it  will  nn- 
,4ei;go,  and  tjx^.  .e%fts  t^ofe  c^suyres  u^^  he  pro- 
dudive  of  to  the  nation.  It  is  true,  that  the  Houfe 
of  (^oipaons  .of  Ireland  is  not  filled;  aocording  to> 
t|i.e  ,ti;tie  theory  of  repi:efentatioo^  It  is  true,,  thafc 
defe^i^  and  blemi^s  «jre  to  be.foi^nd  therjein,  and. 
cpH^  a  f?i,fe.  corredionoE  them  be  devife^,  I  would 
rejoice  at;  its  apjplication — ^but  not,  at  once*  Altera- 
tions in  1!^  material  a  part  of  our  political  ftruft^re. 
muft  be.graduaL  But  party,  fpirit,  and  difaffe£tjbi^ 
and  a  rage  for  innovation  have  magnified  every  de- 
fe£b-i  and  the  inQit  criminal  indufiry  :haj^  been  eta- 
ploy^d  to  league,  tlie  people  of  Ireland aga^inft,  the 
<;pnfUtntion.  The  yiolent  ac^d  vk^ked  s^jpedi^ 
which  bfiye  b^enprefcrib^,  urged,  ai]jd  evi:^  fftughr 
for,  mufl  (hew  to  every  ,  refieding  mind,  the^  ne- 
ceffity  iv^hich  has  been  created  Qf  eyen  cheriiljiijag 
thefe  bleinilhes  in  the  Irilli  r^prefentativQ  body^ 
which  do  aftually  exift,,  raiixer  thantfubmijt  to  th^t. 
regimen,  which  traitors  and  repubJicana  would 
forceor  perfuadeus.to  adopt* 

I  doubt  not  but  that  the  incorporation  ©f  the  twj* 
tegiflatures  would  be  the  means  of  correfting  moft 
of   thofe  hlenxifhes,    which  exifl  in  ours.      Moft 

certainly 
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cMzinlf  ^^^w6u?d  totally  rdttibVfe  the  cHief  and  the 
dAly  grounds,  on  v^hichtlic  eJxflbsnce  6f  l)ortJu|re 
<:an  be  juftified  ft  is  a  mbckery  oti  fepfefehtattot 
to  behold  thi  t)^/V^  of  an  irldiffdual  rduthiri^ 
tui^enty  members  iiito  the  Hoiife  di  Reprefentatives. 
It  is  inverting  the  objed  of  tepreferttatioh,  ildt  piif- 
€uing  it.  The  delay,  the  impolicy  and  the  inefficacy  of 
taking  the  fentimeiits  of  a  riaftien  by  its  individtials, 
on  any  piopbfition,  gave  birth  to  deiegatioli.  Jff 
delegation  was  intended^  that  nafnb^r^  fhould  bfe 
reprefentid  by  one,^  How  is  th&  intertcaji  if  6ttfe 
is  reprcfented  hy  many  ?  Ihftead  of  6tit  vb?cb 
afiin^  as  the  aggregate  f(*&Ttament  of  m'aiiy,  this  iis 
flinltipflyihg  the  feitiraeht  of  one  into  many,  ind 
giYing  each  a  feparate  reprfefeJntatlon  in  the  Senate 
Hpufe.  Abfnrd  and  irrdcohcileablc  as  this  may 
appear,  and  injuriotis  as  it  has  often  been  to  the 
interefts  of  the  Jdngdom,  alid  may  again  be  fo, 
yet  in  the  eveftts  which  have  taken  place  in  Ireland 
Svithin  rhdfe  twelve  months,  we  find  not  only  an  ex- 
cufe  for  its  exiftence,  but  even'  a  neceflity  for  its 
continuance,  untilthe  caufes  ceafe,  which  juftify  it 
at  prefent* 

.  •  The 
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^  fThe  teiria  "of  that  ii«eflity  wtiM)e5  tiid|fK>  very 
Smu  But^  the  hour  of  political  and  pravatit  nerr 
vcmfAofii  h  not  a  fit  time  for  tfaroix!^  ;off  an  old 
garmmt,  under  wfaicb^  notwitbftandmg  fojquc 
rente,  Vft  hai^  found  a  genial  warmth^  and  a  prot* 
tedion  againft  the  fury  of  the  ftorm, 

*  4rhe  ctxmmencement  of  an  Union  woidd  lindoubt^ 
jftdiy  be  the  death  of  thofe  reafon^,*  which  arnbitioii 
0t  •  venajL  ingenuity  can  frame  in  (be  defence  of 
)>0roiighs«  If  reprefentation  is  a  mcafure  pf  esper 
4iency-~the  more  perfed  that  xepi^pfio^tationis,  the 
|he  more  cpmplete|y  does  it  anfwer  thjes  ei^ds  of  it. 
£i^ery  deri^tion  frofti  theprincipjes^  <in  which  it  is 
founded,  is^  a  corruption--*and  corruptioi^  in  the 
Jjody  pqlitick,  like  that  in  the  J?ody  natural,  gives 
birth  to  things  difgufting. 

It  is  hot  foppofed  by  any  qa^,  that  the  whole  of 
the  two  houfes  of  Barliament  are  to  be  annexed  to 
ifhdfc  of  Crcat  Britain,  but  a  propt^ion  oh!^. 
IHow  much  'confideratipn  and  did>ate  and  ftruggle 
win  Aat  proportion  occafiori,  (hould  the  meafiire 
iakeeffeOr?  on  that  proportion  the  hop^s  and  fears 
of  Irehnd'Will  reft.     Clamour  here  ihould  be  filcnt;^ 

left 
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feared,  laafl:  tim  tioiSfaxK  fobtle^orguindm^  6tth& 
agents  otfjrevciliidoti  or  k)f  qpirs^er  iiQioaldUeftct  dMr 
^ftmltitude  aftriy,  .and  thus;  fstoe  the  judgment  o£ 
{he  w^ib  and  tfaedearned  to  yIMd>to  ptopttlapiuxmdk^r 

The  example,  which  is  dra^noi  from  the  Union  of 
Scotland  udth  England,  fiirnifhes  to  Ireland  a.  leSbn 
qS  cajktipm  and  wi£dam,  which  ihouldaieirer  be  loft 
fight  of.  The  fixed  and  Unchangeable  Jimitalapn  of 
th^  repre£stitation'of  that:kingdQ€n  fuggeftfl'to  nuS 
thia  foUcnjring  qbfecvations ^  :  _     n  ;:, 

If  the  pfoportion  vt.  Iriflj  fjepi^dEentatieji  to  be^ 
admitted  into  the  Briii&^  5finali5  is^o  bC:  afcftrt^iwd 
by  her  pre&nt  relitivei  confe^neflicfe  aand  VaJuc  in 
the  Empire — ^how  is  the  future  exercife  pf  rfiat  iralu^ 
?ind  cWifequeilce  (in  relation  to  the  Empire)  to  re- 
ceive, hereafter  jtspropodrtion  of^additiostal  r^re- 
fentatlon .  comraenfntate  to  that  relatiite  ^ner^afcrl 
The  growth»of  Irifhprpfperity  is  confidentially  prOr 
piifed  tf>  ,be  in  a  ratio  far  above  cakulationrbyvt^e 
adoption  of  this  great  nxeafure,  a  previous  ^rtfcjc 
jhoald  therefore.be  inferted  to  provide  for  it^  lefl: 
|||c?  ^  Ep^Ufe  Cabinet,   conjpofed .  of  mcflft^  witliciut 

either 
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«lhff»  '<h«^  ability  or  the  integrity  of  the  preferit 
]Miiril>er89  fliould  be  hereafter  deaf  to'a  dkim,  which 
htfd  Mi  bitin  provided  fot  by  the  ilrticfes  of  Union. 
Ireland  cannbt  be  certain,  that  her  confeqiieiice  will 
ev€i»y  fcveii  yeary  be  weight  with  impatciaiity  and 
judice  in  th*  fcale  of  the  Empire,  and  a  proportion 

of  i^preie&tiitivesbealldttecl  to  het  accordingly. 

...  .  '  ..   ,   •  i       y 

Whether  the  pbcrng  the  dd-nier  refort  in  th^ 
Iriih'ftOttreaf  Pfeers  has  in  its  confequences  juftlfied 
that  prmid  erultatidn,  which  took  place  at  the  ac* 
compliftment  of  that  event,  is  a  fubje£k  which  I 
^mean  not  to  touch  upon*  Whether  the  dignity  of 
*ur  Peer^^e  w5M  be  affedfed  by  an  Uiiion,  I  mean 
toot  to  argue.  The  whole  body  of  our  Feerage  can^ 
not'fiikd  feats  in  theEnglifli  honfe  of  Lords. 

I  muft  fupjpofe,  ihat  in  the"  articles  of  Union, 
Singland  wilt  propofe.  to-  afcertain  and  Utnit  the 
number- of  Irifli  peers  admiffible  to  Parliament,  sts 
wa^  ddne  with  Scotland'.  But  let  riot  this  material 
point  be  overlooked  in  the  arrangement^,  namely^ 
that  if  the  number  to  be  admitted  is  to  be  isifcer- 
tained  by  a  comparifon  with  thd  prefent  number  of 
DngKlh  Peers— a  provifion  Ihovfld  be  made,  that  in 

every 


(  H  > 
every  addition  hereafter,  to  il^  made  tp  t^e  E^gltflu 
Peerjige^  lijet^nd  ib^U  b6^fwfH^re4>  Jmd,4^jjli  ht 
ep^Obled  ^p  fend  ber  prqp^rtion  alfo  tO:  tl^e  S^ii^ 
houfe  of  Lords— rw^ether  this .pp^kt  haid beeoLdif^* 
cuffed  at  the  fettlement^  of  the,  aTtides  of  tbe  Scotch 
Union^  neither  my  refearchesinor  n^y  enquiries  have 
been  as  y^t  ^b^c  to  difcover^  But  it  is  fiifejly  a^  pro-f 
rifion  well  deferving  the  attention  of  the  kingdom^ 
(hould  an  Union  take  place  betwen  her  and  £ng- 
land.  The  credit  of  Ireland  will  grefitly  depwd^on 
the  abilities  and  virjLues  of  the  Peers  ibe  HmU,  el^S^ 
on>this  occafion  to  reprelent  her*  Independence  of 
fpirit  is  as  neceflary  as  indep^^ndence  of  &>rtiUMe-t«4fiih^ 
tegrity^  in  politicks  as  mjich  ^  as  integijity  in  privato^' 
d^alingSi— :The  piode  of  cleftio^  will  be  afubjed  r©4 
quiring  much  deliberation.  If  the  Union  be  not  em* 
braced,  and  the  Irifli  houfe  of  Peers  thereby  remain 
on  it's  prefent  footing— I  fliall  only  obferve,  that  an 
hereditary  rgsrefentative  Body  ihpuld  be  .erer  mdft 
pure,,  becaufe  it  is  not  liable  to  that  correftion  toi*' 
which  the  9,£te^ial  el^dicm  fubjefts  the  Lower  Houfe;^ 

UuunqMC  defecen  nwres 

l^fdecorant  k^tte  nata  culpa*  K>  '  ^ 

^  I  muft  fuppofe,  that  if  the  Union  takes .  pbce,^. 
t^^  roode  oT  reprcfentatioft  of  Ireland  in  the  Britilb 

IFoufe 
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fibufeof  €ottimons,  will  be  by  an  deftibn,  hot  by 
ftDirough«,'bi!t:by  cbuntSwj'  proparfibned  to-tKeu: 
^l^t  in  the  Nation.  -  I  nmft  Ttippofe'  that  the 
prdent'^rdj^etors  of  boroughs  wllfbc  Vccbfepefifed 
by  Parliament  for  the  Ibfs  of  th^ir  inbiirifance  ot 
farii6a/e  in 'thofe  boroughs^  Thefnth^duftion  of 
ftiith  a  propoffltion  into  ParUamcnt,  wiH  call  forth 
tbe^ta^yileaf-  fubtiky  of  tff'e  morer  tO'  reconcile 
k^W  *he  ipM\^  HDf  'ParKument.  Ant  avowal '  niuft  hh 
made,  that  boroughs  are  mere  private  property,  and 
that  two-thirds  of  thofe,  who  compofe  that  very 
pa*lkteiHit,  •  are*  not  ele Aed  ^  by  the  nation  but  *  by 
pi^ri*t<5rti.-^PrcqifIetors  of-  tRe'  borough s-^Pro. 
prifetors  of**  the  Votfes '  m'  Pat'liamenr.  %ut  the 
breath  of  icyrd^r  in  miking  fuclian  avowdt  in  that 
Hoiif^,  llfoirld  hot  ftand^'a  bar  to  fo  neceflary  a 
prdp6fltidnV  /  •         '  '  '      '       '    ' 

I»hfltv^'hc!fetoforfe'  ijcwfidered  the  Parliamentary 
flBb(Uftdition6  without  involvlrij^  the  quieftioiiAvKich 
bring*  Ihtd  agitation,  the  pdwer  of '  ftrtlament  to 
make  any  material  innovation  in  the  conftitution! 
"TbU  vrillvb^  a  ftfej^ft  of  debate,  which  will,  1  fear, 
dt^te  iftttf*  hekj' and  produce  morepoliticai'  an?- 
nxofitiis  aatf  dS^vili'ons,   than  this  alrcady-diVided 

•       .  '       "'■  V  nation 
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nation  c^ji^wcjl  ^af*  .TbcJciwee  ,ftf  .|io^tic%  ii!» 
«Wfilfi?'4wpfirT»»i  'hfi  %t  way  napil  .or  i?p»ifie  i^ 
it^  a^  fincejl^i^.jbififiiif  a  Bp\aftier.  Tl^vsjt.  i^ 
that  i^  «5very  cfiB[)^fxjjf..9i»4_  ^  *^ei7  ^e,  ^^ual 
fubjeais  are  uae^j^utgly  ji;pcrodttce4  i.  ap4.  n^^-pi^ 
dq>a^t9  lifitt)  ,,^y^  other  .convi^qnoo  U%  iflVM^ 
from  the  •^umfi}t^,it^,l«i$  hear4».th9fi!i  th«t|«|t 
and  paffioA  are  iz^'^arable  from  fuch  dJicuAoaci 
^?^;.^^  P^^^^l  .^Aimofi/^  are  th^,.<;<)A^«jQ)Q^ 
which  i^jljpw,  ^    . 

i^d  can  it  be.  Jiopc4»  t.h^t,a.fubie£|t^wliicljj^ft«yfe| 
ihe.fceling5  s|n<^  paffiom^  of  eywrjr.  tpJfi  njerj»,„5^i;|n. 
any  other  poUtifaJ  fubjeft^  whateyer,--t>c<;aii^  \i^ 
affefts  that  conftitution,  wJii<;h  alA.h^ve  Iwen  Ipii^lyi 

.  to  love  and  revere,— 4:411  it,  I  foy,  Iw,  humped  -Uni 
iiich  a  fubjea  will  be  weighed  with  impartiality,  ip,^ 
moment,  and  in  fuch  a  moment  as  the  prefent  ? 
P^"  M,:^*!  h(^d,  that, in  proportion  (©.its  .ma^i- 
tud?  it  will  be  C(;»Mr»dei:ed  with  <;ooi9^;?  .tAi»..ti« 
pj)jeds  which,  it  .embry^ccs,,  and  the  mterslb  it^h 
if.  affe^s,  fo  ea/ily.  pQ^^prjfed  wii;hin.,lhe.compa6u.Qf 
one  glance,,  that  ^m^wLllnpt  be.»iJf:efl««yi«Qi/  iits^ 
f  ur  JTidgements  ?  ,  Js.  the.m^rqhaBt^rf  fhft««P<fei^ 

,    the  merchant  of  th?  Wth  fo.pri9»aB|ia|R<vth*l<wj 
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can  at  the  lame  inftant  Vlrifper  In  the  enquirer^ 
car,  the  refuft  of  every  commercial  confideration  ^ 
Art  the  fentiments  of  conftituents  (o  ^>e  collected 
throughout  this  nation  without  meetings,  or  with* 
oiit  reference  ?— or  iis  the  reprefentativeto  rejeft  the 
ai&^ance  of  his  country  on  a  meafure,^  which  if 
aobpted,  wilT  be  without  reviffon  or  repeal  ? 


'  And  i$  this  nation  in  that  foboet,  cafm,  unagitat^cf 
ftate,  that  needs  no  reft,  and  is  fitted  to  this  in- 
flaming debate  ?  Is  it  in  the  remembrance  of 
ihurdcted  friends  yet  frefh  upfon  the  .mind  ?  Is  it  in 
the  embers,  yet  warm,  of  thofe  fires  in  which  the 
houfes  and  property  of  tKpufands  were  confumed  ? 
Is  it  ib  the  Reports  of  the  Secret  Committees  ve- 
rified by  events  ?  Ts  it  in  the  terrors,  which  a  fecret 
;and  domeftic  foe  at  this  very  hour  occafion  ?  Is  it 
m  the  4^preflion  of  private  credit,  and  in  the  ftilt 
exiftrng  neceHTty  of  keeping  the  Yeomanry  on 
d\ity  ?  Is  it  in  a  nation  divided  and  armed  againft 
itfelf  ?  Is  It  in  thefe^  that  we  find  an  argument  to 
prove  the  nation  to  be  m  that  fober  and  caftn  and 
unprejudiced  ftate  of  mind,  which  is  fuited  to  the 
reception  and  confideration  bf'a  meafure,  the  extent 
•f  vhofe  cffefts,  hafi  called  up  a  minifteriar  officer 

ta 
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tQ  publifli  hk  arjgumcnts  for  and  ^^  against''  the 
adoption  of  it?  Have  the  con(^quences..whicl[i 
may  follow  an  agitation  in  the  public  ^  mind,  beeu 
•coniideredi  ^Is  theneceffity  ^of  an  inftantaneous 
conclufion  fo  imperious,  that  nothing  can  be  con- 
ceded  to  caution  ?  Who  can  yet  fay  ^'  the  ftorm 
^  isj^aft,  and  the  wreck  is  cleared? 


4tr/> 


The  commercial  part  of  the  nfition  forms  fo  con- 
siderable an  interefl,  and  is'  fo  particularly  liable  .to 
the  effeflts  of  changes,  that  it  eflentially ,  behoyes  it 

^o  examine  with  cautjious  icare  the  cgnfequeaces^ 

'-  ■      •     '  ••    '■•    ■•'  Mfw-i      V  .t'    •  *..  '  j-f ,.  '  !•.-.. •'■';. ^;fr 
wluch  mayrefult.to  it  from  the  proieiEled  Union. 

It  is  a  misfortune,  and  a  real  .one,  that  there,  is  npt 

that    unity   of  £ommercial  interefts  amongft   the 

luerehants  of  Ireland,  which  exifts  in.  England  fo 

greatly  to  its  advantage-    The  Nor th,^  from  tw 

habits  of  a  trade,  which  is  fatally  hurtful  to  general 

commerce  in  a  nation,  where  impofts  ^ud  rellric- 

fions  are  neceflary,  i(i$tx%  in  its  inter^fts  from  the 

South,  and  particuliarly  from  the  m<;troj)plis.     On 

lew  queftions  would  the  merchants  of  both  ^ree. 

There  ha$  beeji,  \  believe,,  UQ^inftance  of  any  cch* 

fiderable  fortune  being  amaffed  in  tlve  North  by 

commence,  fave  fuch  only  where  fmuggling  4\as 


been 


(  aO 
been  'tlie  mtahs.  *  The  rnode^  of  cdmmtf  ce^  vAddk 
fiave  been  pra£liiced  there^  create  ^  ^terefi:,  which 
wifl  hot  be  coxilcntanedus  'with  the  ideas  tjf  a  faSt 
trader.  The  geograpHicar  fituitiftn  of  tte  North 
gives  fp  much  encburagerfient  C0  contraband  ttadie^ 
and  the  temptations 'arc 'fo'ftron^,  that  I  feir  th« 
Continuance  of  It  will  not  be'fliortJivddi  %j  thif 
ttiji  other  caufes,  which  thofe,  to  whcxm  AByrthiia^ 
are  well  apprifed  of.  the  voice  of  the  IfiO)  mer* 
•chant  is  feldoih  liftenedto  j  ah'd'the  Weighty  wbich 
It  fl^ould  have  in  the  Hate,  diid  with  foreign  naciiifna 

*  is  inconfiderable.  fhe  f^ntinjerits  of  the '  tiiih 
merchants  arc  eafily  anticipated— fthey  are  theret 
lore'  fcMoih  cqnfulted,  But  on  "this  great  qadtlibn 
tfiey  fcould  deliberate  and  {hoiild  be  hieard.  In  a 
tpommdfclar  nation,  the  Voiie  of  'commercial!  men 

.  ihoiildiiot'B'e'fe  at  nbugKt,    •    ;   -   -- 

r 

The'Eftablifted  Church WiH  hate  lefireafpn to 

objeft 't0  an  Union  thontheflar.    With  forrowl 

fee  die  gradual  advances,  ^whfch  public  opfciidm  is 

making  againft  Ae  nghts  *6f  tW  Ckrgy.    Thofe 

'fftates,  which  arii  the  provifion^of  the  Clergy,  are 

viewed  witbencreafingjeaioafy,  and  thcIrJfhHbufe^* 

'  <4  Ootmmonsf  ha^  nor  iulfVeqttcntly  witneffed*  the 

"\  .  effefts 
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«ff©ft6  df  it.  rToQ  tmch  oTjfe  i«  tci  fee  %md,i« 
the  manners  aftd  modes'  of  Kfe  of  tliofi^  >ho  ncns 
m  the  cle fidlositti.  Where  is  Aat  re^ftabifity 
of.  appearance,  that  4igl»it»€d  mbd^y  of  d^pon: 
idesA^  thitt^holy  ;5es4,  WiA  that  impramjfc.  «aB^ie 
«(f  Ufe,  by  wfeichthe- Vidgar^cre  .^-sc^/^^andri^f 
?!dlwerfi*on  to  refpjia  tbefn^  .,T?ie.,lipg;i^ty.,^<;^f 
.idieChjasai  dftiftes.  t<n*ere  from  the  ^lofepli^r^^ 
»end  piIliTs.  T  m*  however/  of  ojfiwon,  iJ^t.'ti^ 
fcx^ittiJioA'  of  alP^rUameilt  m  IrtfUndi  ,ml^  tfi^^t 

Church,'       .   • -,    -V  •        V        •_        ■;'•>..{.. 


Ther^ldfd  ie^tfrnfivil  aMd  forttreahjiv  &3|k, 
-  honors,  and  dvil..  p5referMi««i,  a»d  is  -  ^ .  fi*ch 
weight  ih  thi»  tmiUryy  that  the  pvsf^^a  caanot 
but  fee  tifioft  materially ;  aiedled  by  the  incor- 
poration of  tKe  two  l^flgdoms.  *  With  juft  rca- 
f<SH^  the^^jpubficr 'attention  -fe^fid«tf  ih^  Tefiilt 
'  pf  d'  m^hig  of  th6  iaHt^beis '  of  that  proHa^an, 
offl  ^ihr  queftioii  of  ati .  Xhtidti. .  Th<4e  jtofl^,  who 
are'  cbiicernied  in  the  Go^erfimfeflt  bf  ^e  ]^ga<wn, 
are  not  imdoncerzeed  as  to  the  opsmont'of  the  &r, 
Th6  l^Mngi  the  jadgment,  the  cbufaeaSians,  (he 
infl?iettce,  the  puvnt  i)f  that  profeffioAmtfft  give 
'  ,  weight 
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'  tvtight  to  their  political  opinions.  If  the  inter  eft 
oF  the  nation  demands  an  Union,  the  Bar  wilt 
aot^  Xamfure,  balance  its  feparate  inter ell$  againil 
thofe  of,  thc^  country.  But  if  the  mcafure  Ihall 
-appear  to  b^  inexpedient^  the  influence  of  that 
profe0ion  will  not  be  exerted  in  vain.  . 


I" 


The  landed  intereft  will  have  lefsr  to  guide  it 
in  the  difcuffi^A  of.  the  ^ueftion,  than  any  other  part 
of  the  .nation.'  ^peculation  will  have,  its  fulleft 
ijpope.  ,  B^t.  the  inanufa^ures^  ^and  particularly 
thofe,  thjit  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  will  be  moft  ma- 
terially concerned.  The  linea  mannfadurer  will 
not  be  injured  in  any  degree,  i>ut  perhaps  he  nvill 
l&e  benefited  by  an  Unjion.  The  cqarfe  woollen 
irxanufaa;«e, . whieh  gives  employment  tq  the  South- 
ftands  ^aiich  in  the  fanie.  fituation  with  that  of 
linens^  ^nd  has  nothing  to, fear,  from  l^ngland. 
But  the  ^otton  ipanufaffeory,  and  others,  which 
Ireland  has  been  ftru|jgjling:  to  eftabliih  lA  herfelf| 
and  ve  now  proteft^d  by  duties  on  Englifti  goods  of 
the  fame  kind^  will  have  reafon  to  be  watchful  for 
their  ^xiftence.  Provifions  and  regulations  will  be 
necei&ry  to  fave-themi  jand  the  numbers  who  have 
emb?trlf.ed  their  properties  in  them  fhiould  have  type 
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to  frame  thofe  provifions,  before  tbe- meafare  ihall 
tpke  effeO:-    ■  ... 

Local  Interefts  are  diftc jily  eJigagf  i  m  ihU  ^K«i 
queftion.  The  metropolis  of  Itelwd  !a<^  with  aai 
agony  of  anxiety,  at  a  meafurc,  by  which  ihe  itf 
apprefaenfive  that  her  ruistmay  be  aecpmptiihe<if  If 
the  Vnfon  is  t^  be  ppo4u£^ive  of  an  ^unbou^ed. 
ext^nfion  of  commerce,  how  will  Dttblin  be  made 
partaker  m  the  benefit  ?  The  Court  and  the  Par- 
liament brdugbt  that  city  to  a  ftale'of  the  bigbeft 
beauty  and  improvements  Thoufainds,  buildi^^ 
their  faith  on  the  fepai^te  national  cxifteiioe- 
of  Ireland,  have  funk  their  properties  in  purchm^ 
or  in  the  eftablifhment  of  their  trades  in  or  near  to 
/  lyublin*    Their  fecurity  totters,    and  their  eftate$ 

are  already  depreciated  by  the  mere  avowal  of  the 
intended  mcafure.  The  fituation  of  the  metropolis, 
the  badnefs  anci  infccnrity  of  her  haxi)our,  the 
fhallownefs  of  Her  riyer, — thefe  and  many  othe« 
caufes  will  opeiate  to  prevent  the  exritence  or  her 
commerce,  sind  her  reaping  any  advantages  from 
the  Union,  which-  can  compenfate  her  for  her  loffes. 
Cork  on  the  other  hand  will  derive  every  benefit, 
which  Dublin  m\ift  loofe.    Thfe  fituation  of  Cork 

in 


/ 


ni  the  »ap  of  £ui3ope  win  draw  cQO^wac^  to  her 
great  harbour.  Thus  one  part  of  the  natioa  .wilt 
he  ^iggnndized  at  the  expence  of  another*  The 
mfery  of  an  impoterUh^  fnrovince  ia  not  counter^- 
Maneed  by  tlio  profperity  of  .another. 

Haw  many  anaogemoii^  Uiercfo^^,  wiU  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  prevent  the  pvtisJ .  opieration  of  an 
Uhion  ?  How.  much  tisae  wiU  It  require  to  examine 
confecpienc^  and  to  guard  ag^nft.  them  ?  How 
msich  conJEbltation  and  deliberation  will  be  wanting 
a^fi^ft  j:h$  di&rent  partji  of  the  nation,-^ts  ^fer- 
chaittt^  its  Fro^d&ons^  it3  FarliamQnt,  its  Men  o£ 
£ftate»  and  its  Men  of  Trade  ?  .  ^ 

And  can  ^he  advantages;  and  di&dvantages,  of  an 
Union, ;  smd  all  its  confequences,  be  feen  and' 
weighed  in  a  moment  ?  Does  the  yet  agitated  aild 
iiervou9.ilate  of  Ireland  afford  that  moment  which 
prudence  would  feled  ?  The  public  papers  are  yet 
filled  with  the  detail  of  outrages  committed  daily 
tliroughout  the  kingdom,  and  which  lerve  to  keep 
the  inliahit^ntk  in  a  ilate  of  continual  ahurm;.  h 
will  not  be  dj^tsc^d  un£ur  to  prefume  from  thence, 
Ib^t  oa^  of  two  c(mfi^u^nces  muft  enfne,  vi;^  that 

the 
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f he  propofition  will  be  either  embraced  widj  mcon* 
lidferate;  eagernfefs^    or  ir^eded  with    refeftfirteatj 
tftefprmer  confluence  wilt  be  prodiiced -^b^  that 
cxhaufled  ftat6  ef  body  and  mind,  \rhith  prOceSsdt 
from  unceafing  terrors,  and  flies  for  (hdlter  td  aa^ 
thing,  that  feems  to  promife  it  a  momentary  re- 
lief, and  a  defence  againft  continued  attacks.     The 
latter  confequence  will   follow  from  this, 'that  aA 
impreflion  (however  falfe,  yet  natural  to  an  agitatefd 
ipind)  may  biS  received  by  the  nation,  wbich  wJ^l 
unfortunately  lead    it   to  believe,    that   the  hour 
of  national  diftrefs  was  felcded  for  preffing  a  mea- 
fure    big  with  confequences,    and   which  without 
being  fairly ,  examined,  will  be  confidered   as  injti- 
rious  to  Ireland;  candour,  and  cool  judgment,  and 
good  teriiper  will  be   ftrangers  to  the  determina- 
tion,  and  the  true  interefts  of  the  nation  will  be 
overlooked  ;    violent  refblutions  and  decifions  will 
lolfow  :  I  know  the  impetuous  and  irrftable  temper 
of^  niy  countrymen,   and  I  Know  how  eafily  it  is 
mifdifeffed;'  *  -   -   . 

'-Sn^  fev^nt  the  tn:6{t  extraordinary,  the  mo^fl  dan- 

'g'^rous^'  afid*1  Wilf^'ad^*  the'mbft'unnaturarmay  fiic- 

deedPf  a  tein^^rary  inSl  partial  and  dilfigning  tbalinon 

E  may 
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maybe  formed  between  the  difaffefted  and  the  loyal : 
partial — ^becaufe  it  has  only  one  objeft  in  view, 
namely,    the  defeat  of  thfe  meafure  of  an  Union ; 
defigning — ^becaufe  it  is  making  the  loyal  part  of  the 
nation  ancillary  to  the  views  of  traitors  ;    terhpo- 
rary^— becaufe  it  will  ceafe  with  its  objeft.     The  ef- 
fefls  of  fuch  a  coalition  are  not  cafily  calculated } 
animofities  would  be  created  between  Ireland  and^ 
Britain,  and  the  grand  wifli  of  treafon  would  be. 
accomplifhed  by  the  creation  of  a  divifiOn  between 
two  kingdoms,  which  ought  to  be  linked  togethe# 
by  an  indilToluble  tie^   and  have  no  feparate  ii)* 
terefts. 

And  would  the  adoption  of  the  nieafute  aft  like 
a  charm  in  inftantaneoufly  compofipg  every  difgon* 
tented  mind  in  Ireland  ?  or  would  itsi  operation 
be  flow  and  gradual  ? 

Is  there  not  too  mu^h  reafon  to  fear,  that  the  i\\ 
temper  of  the  nation  may  now  not  only  rejeft  the^ 
meafure  without  valuing  it,  but  that  an  impreflion 
may  be  left  behind,  which  will  impede  the  accpm- 
plifliriient  of  it  at  a  future  period:,  mfiny  aretl^e 
^advantages  which,  it  promifes-r-many  .arp  the .  facri- 

fices 
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fices  which  mtift  rbe^made  at  it?  adoption^  JPrejut 
dices  are  .always  f:lamorous  and  violent-— Ueafos 
and  Ticoe  may,  and.  aloQ^  can  remove  thern^ 

In  the  wifdoni  of  an  honourable  Govenfinefit^ 
and  in  the  good  fenfe  of  England  I  reft  my  hppe^ 
that  the  fickly  ftate  of  Ireland  will  not  be  feleS^ 
for  the  hour  of  change. 
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X  HE  queftion  which  now  agitates  the  public  niind 
has  excited  in  every  man  an  alarm,  equal  atleaft 
to  the  perfonal  intereft  he  may  have  in  the  confe- 
quences  of  an  Union  with  Great  Britain.  If  it  i% 
a  quedion  of  policy  or  reciprocal  advantage,  it  is 
fair  to  enquire  into  the  necefSty  of  the  one,  and 
nature  qf,,jlie  other.  I  therefore  offer  to  the  conifi- 
deration  of  my  countrynien  the  following;  obfer- 
Yc^tions :— ^  '     '*     - 

X.  Has 


J 


|.  Hai^tke  IrKh  Parliament  a  rtghf 'to  jrield  ihf 
llfational  Indepen^eoce^  Without  cbe  NjUion^ 
cqnfentV 

3»  If  ^ey  f^ve  Xhh  right,  can  ^ny  tiling  ju^ 
(y  the  meafure  but  national  advantage  f 

f«  Will  an  Union  produce  that  advantage  9 

4.  If  it  does,  could  thefe  advantages  be  abtaine4 
through  np  other  channel,  but  th^t  of  natidnal 
4egrJ»daji^>     . 

5.  If  it  dociBi  not,  vpll  England  be  as  willing  tq 
.  ttpeal  ^e  a^  of  fJniqn  for  our  benefit»  as  we  bave 

l^eQ  tp  form  the  0(>mpa<^  fqpl^eirs^ 

o  .  ■  ^ 

t  :r\J^'-}f^^^  f^t  t?  produ^ive  of  natiqnal  bep^-; 
;  ll,  4^M|:^o^|3|t;c9me  every  njan  to  enquire  int^ 
.  <^i)ici|n§  ef\jujrv9Ption,  and  a<5i  t)^  thofe  nie^ns 
,  yfiti{  cpil'ncfsi  tfjn^per  ^nd  wifdpm  ? 

;■;  ';^;.  If^b?  x^atiqn,  by  it's  voice,  determine  againft 
-  lit,  i»d;  tl^e  Ji^liaraent,  by  j^^m^aws  determ^- 
v.|i^tfpi)«  ir^aletain  *nd  efFe^tHc^e^fMirthe  Can- 
i^itutionjuftifyiiillniip? 

,  . .  "^^e  firft  argument  conpdered  ; . 

Has. 


(  "s   I 

l|«  tiie  Irilh*  Parliament  ^  right  to  yield  the 
I^Ational  >iadepeadence»'Wkfioiit  the  natioi^atcon-^ 
fentf 

^       Toaibe^aih  this  right,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
ppofider  thfe  Conftitution  a&d  natu^fe  of  Parlia-^ 
mcnf.    All  Government^  are  fuppofcd  to  be  infti- 
luted  for  the  good  of  the  people,    '^his  is  the  end 
to  whjch  they  approximate— the  impiilfe  on  which 
(hi^y  mpi^e*     The  gpod  of  the  people  being  the 
Will  of  Government^  there   are  limits  bey on4 
whieh  the  Government  cannot  pafs ;  that  is,  it  can 
^do  nothing  to  injure  the  people.     The  Parliament 
then  beiti^g  appointed  tp  make  faluiaty  Taws,  for  th« 
government  of  the  people ;  can  if  right  do  no  a€l 
to  injure  the  pt ople.  The  Parliament,  thcrefoie,  i^ 
fubjeft  to  controuL   If  \t  be  not,  why  ^re  the  dath& 
pf  allegiance,  fupremacy,  and  abjuration  requir^ 
'  of  a  meniber  before  he  takes  hb  (eat-    If  he  can*^ 
pot  t^ke  his  feat  without  theie  qualificatipns,  doe^ 
\t  not  fuppofe  a  eontroiAlr— a  eontroul  placed  it^ 
the  conilitotion,  as  a,  ba^ier  to  defend  itfelf--r-^ 
Again  :  no  man  can  difpofe  of  the  property  of 
another,  "without  his  confent,  exprefely  given,  or 
tacitly,  by  his  reprefentative :— *a8  no  (late  canlio 
regulated  or  defended  withoijit  taxes,  each  mai| 
contributes  a  part,  in  order  to  prefervethe  whole, 
This  right  to  fpcurcand  to  defend,  is  given  by  the 
Conftituent  to  the  j^Ieprefentative ;  but  the  rigtt  is 

limits 

JBy  Parliament  I  mean  thf  two  Hmfes  of  Lords  and  Commens. 
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limited  by  the  neceffity,  and  the  impofition  on 
property  yiuft  not  exceed  the  neceffity,  but  is  re- 
gulated by  it.  Here  is  a  new^controul — there  muft 
be  a  neceflity,  and  that  neceility  is  the^limitatieh 
of  his  power.  Let  u$  view  the  queftion  in  another 
way :  A  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  may,  if  he 
pleafts,  decline  his  duty,  but  he  cannot  yield  his 
right  of  acfting.  Let  me  be  underftood— By  right 
J  do  not  mean  fimply,  his  privileges,  voting  by 
proxy,  &c. — I  mean  he  cannot  confign  to  another, 
the  actual,  pofitive  right  he  derives  from  the  Con- 
ftitution,  of  fpeaking  and  adding  as  a  bereditafjF 
legiilator.  Now,  if  as  an  individual,  ke  %»knnet 
convey  this  right,  the  aflembly  of  the  Houfe  of 
{^ords,  as  a  collciSlive  body,  cannot  convey  the  col* 
leiSive  legiflative  right  they  derive  from  the  Con- 
ftitutjon.  But  the  Houfe  of  Lords  is  hereditary-r-* 
then  each  Peer  is*an  hereditary  legiflator  \  but,  in 
cafe  of  4n  Union,  that  hereditary  right  is  extift- 
guilhed  for  ever. 

Thf  houfe  of  Peers  is  a  component  part  of  the 
conftitution.  It  is  contra  diftinguifhed  from  ano-* 
ther  part  of  the  conftitution  by  this  very  right.— » 
Here  the  right  is  not  limited,  as  in 'the  c^fe  of 
the  Common's  houfe,  it  is  razed,  extirpated,  an- 
nihilated. The  eJedlor  of  a  commoner  may  lofe 
four  6fths  of  his  real  authority,  but  a  hereditary 
lord  with-yields  the  whole  of  his  ;  l^ec^ufe  he  will 

theQ 
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then  depend  ii)r  a  feat,    on  an  eleftioil,    and  thutf 
depending,   may  be  excluded  from  a  feat  during 
his  life.  The  eledion  Of  a  Commoner  and  a  Lord, 
will  differ  only  in  regard  to  the  number^of  elec-^ 
tors  and  the  mode  of  eledtion.^     Their  authority, 
their  power,  their  dignity,  is  gone  for  ever!  The  . 
barrier    placed    by    the  conftitutioft   between  the 
People  and  the  Throne  is  broken  down — there  is 
no   force  to  tefift  the  licentious  fufy  of  the  one^ 
and  the  abfolute  prerogative   of  the  other.      But 
if  the  houfe  of  Lords  as  a   heieditafy    body  are 
thus  limitted,    how  much   more  limited  are  the 
the  Commons  who  have  an  afcertained;  delegated, 
terminable  ^ruft. — This    truft^   limited  in  durati^ 
on,  is  to  maintain'  the  conftitution  and  the  Jawsv 
If  they  are  to  maintain,    they  cannot   yields    of 
deftroy  it ;    for  this  is  a  yiolation  of  the  truft   re-* 
pofed  in  and  committed  to  them.     If  they  accedd 
to  an  Union,    they  violate   the  contradl   b«weea 
the   conftituent    and  reprefentative — in  the  firft 
inftance,  by  confignirig  toothers  a  truft  delegated 
to  themfelves — in  the  neit,  by  giving  to  another 
nation  the  power  of  impodng  taxes  on  their  own, 
without  the  confent  of  both  parties,   to  the  tranf-* 
far  of  that  power.     If  there  be  a  cbntraft,  expref- 
fed  or   implied,    between  the  reprefentative  and 
conftituent,    both  parties  are  equally  bound  by   ' 
the  terms  of  that  contracS^^     Now,  the  moft  promi- 
nent term  of  the  coritra<a  is,    that  at  the  time 

pre- 


(    8    ) 

preicribed  hj  law,  the  reprefentadve  futren<lcr 
to  his  conflituent  the  trairTin|>aited  to  him — but 
if  inftead  of  yielding  it  to  his  conftituent,  he 
embezzles  a  part^  and  makes  a  coavejance  of 
the  remainder  to  others,  is  it  not  a  breach  of 
:&ith  and  an  unjufti^ble  aA  of  power  ?  Doesr 
not  this  teafoning  apply  to  the  whole  ? — Can  the 
houfe  of  Commons  put  into  the  hands  of  anothef 
country,  a  right  to  legiflate  for  them»  to  their 
own  exclufion  ?«— Does  not  this  nA  diflblFcat  once 
the  conftitution  from  which  they  derive  their  po- 
lltical  exiilence  ? 

The  Conftltution  has  vefted  in  the  people  alone 
the  right  of  eledling :  this  is  a  right  they  do  not 
impart  or  convey  to  their  reprefentative  as  they  do 
bthers-^hey  retain,  jealoufly  retain  thi^;  and 
blinder  evefy  poflible  circumftance,  never  furren- 
der  it.  If  the  conflituent  cannot  convey  it,  tht 
reprefentative  cannot  ufe  it ;  therefore  cannotlm- 
part  it  to  others— but  if  he  does  impart  it,  Che 
reprefentative  then  beftows  the  right  of  another/ 
''—What  mufl  be  inferred  from  this  a£l  biit  that  it  ii 
a  viblatidn  of  the  conilitution  and  an  a£l  of  &- 
grant  injufiice  ?  But  it  will  be  faid  they  d6  not 
ufurp  the  right,  they  only  convey  it  through  ano- 
ther channel*  Admitting  this  the  faA ;  th^y  ftill 
abufe  the  right ;  for  if  even  300  members  were  re- 
turned to  the  Englifb  Parliament^  the  cdnilltution 

wourld 


'  Wouki-ftill  1bp  violated;  for  the  cdnftitmlon  pf4f- 
fcribes,  returning  members  to  an  Irifh  Parliament^ 
regulated  by  Irifh  laws.     If  this  tafe   happened^ 
Wtiuld  we  not  then  Be  fubjeft  to  Britiih  cotitrouJj 
ad  the  Britifh  Parliament  would  have  a   decided 
majority.     Was  it  not  declared'in  1782,  that,  **  to 
"  fay  England  had  not  renounced  her  right   to 
"  make  laws  to  tind  Ireland,  was  high    treafon, 
,''*  and  a  breach  of  the  Conftitutidn."     I  wi(h  to 
fpeak  with  refpeft,   and  under  thefanifVion  of  the 
law.  How  will  thefe  contradicStions  be  reconciled  ? 
But  Ireland  will  not  be  i:eprefenced  by  306,  but  by 
60  members.  I  will  be  confidently  told,  that  under 
this  impreflioil  of  the    fadl,  the  right  will  not  be 
extinguiihed.    I  apfwer  it  will  not  be  extinguifbed;-: 
but  it  will  be  deftrdyed.    It  might  as  wellbe  avert- 
ed, that  the  man  was  not  robbed,  from  whom  yjoU' 
took  400I.  when  his  whole  capital  confifted  but  of 
5C0I.    Is   this,  fair  reafoning  ?     If  it  be  not,  an- 
fwer  it  on  a  legal  grojund,  and  (hew  in  what  pbints 
it  isunfuftained  by  juftice  and  by  truth.     It  is  ab- 
furd  to  talk  of  advantages  that  may  be  received, 
or  the  contrary^  when  the  right  of  difcuffion  does 
hot  exift.     I  will  again  be  overwhelmed  by  being 
tcld^  *'.tKe  Parliament  is  above  controul."  I  know" 
a  Judge  hasfaid  this — but  it  was  only  an  obferva- 
tion  of  the  Judge ;  it  was  not  the  law.     If  it  werei 
aibove  controul,  could  it  be  prorogu«d,  difTolved^ 
annihilated  ^  docs  it  nor  emanate  fronoi  the  King  ? 


(    *Q    ) 

j^  it  not  deprived  of  exiftence  by  the  King  I  This 
Js  a  branch  of  prerogative.  Who  gave  it  ?  The 
Ponftitutipn.  The  Conftitution  then  controuls 
the  King,  ^nd  the  I^ing  the  Parliament.  The 
Jaw  therefore  fets  a  limit  both  to  the  Parliament 
Snd  the  Xing,  If  the  Parliament  feized  on  thi$ 
pght,  \yould  not  the  Conftitutibn  be  diflolvcc^,  as 
^n  th^  feign  of  Charles  the  firft.  The  Parliament 
then  is  nqt  above  cqntroul.  If  the  Conftitution 
governs  the  Parliarnept,  it  i^  an  aft  of  treafon  tQ 
ideflroy  or  diminifh  that  aft  of  Qovernment.r-^ 
pharles,  by  an  attack  oil  the  Conftitution,  loft  hi^ 
life. — James  loft  his  Throne— they  did  not  attempt 
^o  deltfoy,  but  tO'  infringe  it.  How  fevere  vpa^ 
their  puriiihment !  I  with  to  make  no  inference  ; 
but  it  is  a  principle  in  philofophy,   that^  (jmiia?: 

pauf^s  \\riU  produce  fimilar  efFefts. 

...  ..      .^.   .  ^    .. 

Grotius  fays,  **  a^ people  can  give  themfelves  to 
'4King." — ►They  muft  be  the  people.  They  may 
iippoint  perfons  to  make  the  ceffion  ;  thefe  arQ 
pnly  the  organ  of  the  general  will  and  the  general 
yoice>  -Let  the  parliament  be  the  org^n,  but  give 
the  people  the  will.  It  is  a  principle,  that  the 
law  binds  ally  becaufe  it  expreffes  the  will  of  all — • 
the  right  then  is  a  confequpnce  of  the  will.  An 
ynion  will  extinguifh  this  right,  and  ^hu5  deftroy 
the  ground  on  which  the^  ft  and,  the  authority 
\i^hich  gave  them  exiftence.     It  may  be  faid»  "  it 


(   ly) 

f^  wilJ.  fecure  the  Englilh  Sovereignty.'*  This  i| 
problematical.  But  it  does  not  give  ^  pqwer  to 
annihilate  the  Irifli  Sovereignty. 

I  think  I  haye  proved  that  there  is  a  Gontroul— ^ 
and  that  |his  controul  is  placed  by  the  conftitu- 
tion  in  the  people.  Now,  an  Union  is  a  change 
of  the  conftitution — -and  as  the  people  alone  are 
competent  to  make  the  change— rtheir  fenfc  fhpuld 
be  taken.  If  the  Independence  of  Ireland  be  dif- 
pofed  of,  coi^trary  to  that  fenfe,  it  m;aft  be  by 
force.  Is  this  a  time  to  try  an  experiment  of  t|ie 
fword  ?  To  prevent  the  experin^ent,  ^dmit  the 
right— give  the  people  the  deci^nofthe  queflioii 
•r^if  they  prefer  an  Union-^let  eyery  arm  ftipporf 
it.        "   ■/ 

A-  N. 

(  To  be  co^tint{e4*  } 
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jTROM  an  obje<3:  of  fo  momentuous 
importance,  as  an  Union  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;  he  indeed  muft  be 
endued  with  more  than  common  apathy^ 
who  can  turn  with  indifFerence-^It  com* 
marids  the  attention  of  every  rank  ^n  focie- 
ty ;  nor  is  the  fituation  of  any  fo  defpica- 
ble,  as  not  to  be  afFefted  by  its  probable 
confequences. — And  id  truth  I  have  little 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  it  lies  negle<5ted; 
the  fubjeA  feems  already  debated  with  a 
keennefs  equal  to  its  merits.  It  has  been 
laid  before  the  public  in  every  guife  which, 
either  good  fcufe,  fancy,  intcrcft  or  acri- 
v'^i,..  -  B  mony 


mony  could  beftow  upon  it ;  and  however 
inadequate  I  may  be  to  throw  new  light 
upon  a  fubjedt,  upon  all  fides  fo  ably  con- 
tefted :  I  at  leaft  have  the  merit  of  enter- 
ing the  field,  as  difinterefted,  and  unpre- 
judiced, as  any  of  thofe  champions  who 
have  preceded  me. 

In  a  conteft  of  this  kind,  which  necef- 
farily  involves  fo  many  jarring  interefts  i  it 
fitay    naturally,     be    expected   that,    the 
views,   the  wiflies,  the  fituations  of  indi- 
viduals,, will  be  apt  to  throw  a  falfe  cij- 
louring  upon  the  piifture.     The  (hades  of 
life,  arc  various,    the  interefts  of  mankind 
no  lefs  extended,  an4  the  mind  fp  apt  to 
flatter  our  felfifh  fpeculations,  as  tbe  ebu}-^ 
litions  of  patriotifm  ;  that  it  is  little  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  men  equally  interefted 
for  the  good  of  their  country,  fhould  fee 
that  good  to  be  obtained  through   fuch 
oppofite  mediums; — (hould  indulge  their 
fpleen  at  the  expenceof  their  judgment;— 
an^  purfue  the  objeca  of  their  wifhes,  by 
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whatever  means,  cither  wit,  Icarfiing,  or 
political  prejudice  may  prompt  them  to. 
Such  fpecuktions  fliould  therefore  be  lif- 
tened  to  with  diffidence,  and  he  whofe 
tone  is  moft  decided,  is  leafl  of  all  to  be 
trufted.  The  wifdom  of  a  Senate  might 
even  here  hefitate  with  property.  I 
fhall  proceed  with  caution ;  'tis  perhaps 
my  only  recommendation  to  the  attention 
of  the  public. 

Before  ballancing  the  mutual  advantages 
of  a  Union  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, as  the  expediency  of  fiich  a  meafurc 
is  denied  in  toto,  let  me  upon  that  preli*- 
minary  point,  fay  a  few  words  in  the  firft 
place.  '  • 

Thofe  who  oppofe  fuch  an  Uiiion  make 
ufe  of  one  of  thefe  two  arguments:  either 
that  this  is  not  the  proper  time  for  in- 
truding fuch  a  political  innovation  upon 
the  rights  of  the  Irifli  nation,  when  the 
fpirits  of  men  arc  already  fufficiently  fer- 
B  2  mented 
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mented  by  recent  tranfadions  in  the  king- 
dom ; — or,  that  a  Union  of  Ireland  with 
^Grcat  Britain,  can  never  take  place,  but 
at  the  expencc  of  the  independence  of  the 
former,  and  the  confequent  aggrandize- 
ment of  the  latter  ftate. 

To  argue,  that  this  is  not  the  proper 
time,  for  bringing  fuch  a  meafure  before 
the  public  eye,  is  tacitly  allowing  that,  at 
fome  future  period  it  might  be  acquiefced 
in  with  advantage : — But  at  preient  the 
fituation  of  this  kingdom,  forbids  fuch  an 
attempt.  Behold  a  country  fcarce  breath- 
ing from  the  ravages  of  civil  fury,  its 
6elds  died  with  the  blopd  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, its  villages  depopulated,  its  har- 
vefts  laid  wafte;  the  feeds  of  jealoufy  ger- 
minating in  every  bofom  ;  and  party  dif- 
tindions  courting,  every  claim  that,  can 
fofter  and  promote  the  fpirit  of  revenge. — 
The  pifture  is  awful;  and  I  am  much 
afraid,  that  fhould  we  folely  truft  to  the 
hand  of  time,  to  Ibften  the  foreground  of 

fuch 


filch  a  landfcape,  that  thofe  radical  evils, 
which  have  been  the  origin  of  all  the  mi- 
fcries  of  this  country,  would  take  a  root 
fo  deep,  fo  widely  branched,  as  no  laws, 
no  policy,  human  or  divine,  not  even 
felf  intereft  itfelf,  but  muft  fail  to  check 
the  growth  of  thofe  diforders,  which  have 
already  deluged  this  unhappy  country,  in 
civil  warfare.  The  fources  of  thefe  evils 
are  many ; — -they  are  however  principally 
to  be  found,  in  the  party  feuds  of  protef- 
tant  and  catholic;  in  the  unlimited  tyranny 
of  the  greater  over  the  fmaller  tenants ;  — 
and  from  abfentees  trufting  entirely  the  con- 
cern, the  welfare,  the  very  being  of  the 
poor  cottager,  to  the  arbitrary  dominion-*^ 
yes,  fom^times,  to  the  illegal  exadipns  of 
a  felf-interefted,  cunning,  pitiful  agent. 
That  thefe  reniarks  are  by  no  means  novel, 
I  fhall  readily  grant : — that  they  are  evils 
cxifting  at  the  prefent  moment  who  can 
deny  ? — evils  foftered  by  the  hand  of  pre- 
judice, fupported  by  cuftom,  countenan- 
ced perhaps  from  ncceffity.     If  recognized 

by 


by  the  public  as  the  great  fource  of  thefc 
drawbacks  upon  the  profperity  of  Ireland, 
'tis  indifferent  how  often  the  remark  be 
made,  if  a  remedy  be  not  applied.  And 
where  is  that  remedy  to  be  found  ?  In 
a  Union,  I  reply — In  a  Union,  fo  clofely 
linked,  that  thofe  ftubborn  fetters,  which 
the  wifdom  of  government  hath  lb  faft  in- 
terwoven, a  fimilarity  of  manners,  an  inter- ^ 
change  of  mutual  benefits,  a  neceffity  arif- 
*  ing  from  paft  events,  may  rivet  ftill  clofer 
together.  *Tis  upon  fuch  grounds  that  my  ' 
hypothefis  reiis,  nor  in  any  part  of  my  ar- 
gument, fhall  I  ever  lofe  fight  of  them. 

Whilil  the  government  of  Ireland  remains 
upon  its  prefent  footing,  I-  (hall  readily 
grant  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  enter 
fully  into  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
If  it  is  neceffary  for  the  well  being  of  this 
ftate,  that  the  Proteftant  intereft  fhould  bear> 
a  decided  fupcriority  5  reftriftions  upon  Ro- 
man Catholics  muft  ftill  continue.  I  feel 
that  I  do  not  grant,  too- much  when  I  avow, 
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that  even  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain  it- 
felf  depends  upon  fo  momentous  a  mea* 
fure.  But  change  the  queftion- — ihould  an 
Union  take  place,  are  fuch  reftridions  re- 
quifite? — By  no  means. — The  political 
views  of  Ireland  are  extended.  It  has 
Great  Britain  for  its  range  :  and  granting 
that  you  were  to  allow  the  Roman  Catlio- 
lies  complete  emancipation,  how  in  fuch  a 
cafe  could  that  effed:  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  or  the  Proteftant  poffeffions 
in  Ireland  ? — The  reprefentation  of  the 
kingdom  in  point  of  numbers  being  dimi- 
nifhed,  there  probably  would  he  fo  decided 
a  fuperiority  in  favour  of  thofe  leading  cha- 
ra<9:ers,who  afpired  to  that  honour,  as  to  bear 
down  every  attempt  at  oppofition ;  political 
feuds^  would  then  be  diminiftied — their  ef- 
fedks  at  leaft  transferred  to  a  morediftant 
quarter  would  be  lefs  fenfibfy  felt,  and  in 
time  every  fcnfe  of  injury  would  vanifli, 
and  harmony  would  fucceed.  If  my  hy- 
pothefis  is  true,  what  time  fo  urgent  as  the 
prcftnt  for  bringing  forward  a  meafure, 
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which  will  heal  thefe  wounds,  at  the  price 
of  a  few  privileges  to  the  Roman  Calho-. 
lies  of  Ireland ;  and  what  the  Proteflants 
will  not  feel  themfelves  interefled  to  deny 
them.  Wounds,  which  bleeding  as  thcy"^" 
are  at  prefent  from  every  pore,  and  plant- 
ing the  feeds  of  future  rebellion,  in  minds 
open  both  to  injury  and  revenge,  are  the 
more  liable  to  be  healed  by  impreiSons  of 
gratitude,  and  that  too  at  a  time,  when  leaft 
expe<fted.  Grant  me  for  one  moment,  that 
my  arguments  are  good,  who  then  will  dare 
to  deny,  that  the  Union  of  the  Romon  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  with  the  Proteftant  intc-^ 
reft  would  not  promote  the  profperity  of 
the  kingdom  ?  Are  reftridions  upon  three- 
fourths  of  any  fociety,  the  true  mode  of 
advancing  its  welfare  ?  Where  is  the  bud 
that  will  expand  under  the  rod  of  the  op- 
preflbf  ?  The  genius  which  bloflbms  only 
under  the  foftering  hand  of  indulgence, 
will  ficken  and.<iie  if  unprotected — if  limits 
be  chained  to  hope,  and  if  the  unfettered 
mind  mu ft  be  goaded  by  rcftriftioAS,. which 

neither 
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neither  intcreft  can  remove,  nor  the 
brighteft  talents  ameliorate. 

,  It  would  be  entering  too  deeply  into  the 
agriculture  flate  of  this  kingdom,  to  explain 
at  large,  the  many  abufcs  originating  from 
the  mode  too  generally  pradtifed  in  leafing 
lands — I  fhall  not  dwell  upon  thofe  evils 
refulting  from  the  vaft  extent  of  farms  fo 
generally  found  in  many  diftridts  of  this 
-crountry,  a  fubjed,  rather  the  duty  of  a  fta- 
tiftical  obferver,  than  the  writer  of  an  eflSiy 
of  this  nature.  I  ihall  more  particularly 
confinie  myfel^  to  the  mode,  in  which  leafes 
are  ^nted,  which  with  regard  to  political 
effcdts  merits  every  attention.  I  allude  to 
the  f&te  of  the.  real  farmers  ef  Ireland,  as 
diftinguiflied  from  the  middle  men.  Thefc 
occupying  tenants,  are  a  fet  of  men,  to 
whofe  labour  and  induftry  fociety  owes 
mojft— ra  fet  of  men  who  owe  leaft  to  their 
country — ^to  whom  opprefl^on  is  no  ftran- 
ger,  and  who  to  gain  independence,  mud 
pafs  through  an  ordeal,  that  I  muft  confefs, 

c  an 
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an  Irifliman  alone  would  have  patience  to 
attempt.     To  draw  the  pidture  of  calamity 
is  at  no  time  pleafing.     If  to  paint  opprefli- 
on  in  the  glowing  colours  of  a  feeling  mind. 
Would  fee  here  neceflary — who  is  ignorant 
tjf  what  I  would  wifh  to  delcribe  ?    the  ani-^ 
mated  impulfe  of  every  honeft  heart,  has 
long  ere  now  beat  with  correfpondent  feel- 
ings,  wiihed  to  point  out  the  remedy,  and 
fickened  to  think  that,  a  cuftom  fo  univer- 
fal,  muft  truft  a  good  deal  to  the  hand  of 
time  and  experience  for  an  effe<3:ual  reme- 
dy.    Yet  I  Ihould  be  ftiled   a  mere  de- 
claimer,  and  perhaps  might  merit  the  re- 
proach were  I  to  ftop  here-*— fince  I  have 
ventured  upon  thefubjcft,  it  is  my  duty  to 
explain  myfelf  more  fully.     The  middle 
men  of  Ireland  are  thofe  who  with  propri- 
ety may  be  defined  "  upftart  gentlemen**^--* 
who,  generally  fpeaking,  have  much  con- 
iSdence,  many  pretenfions,  and  little  huma-t 
nity  : — -who  think  for  themfclves  alone,  re- 
gard the  little  tenant  as  Aeir  property,  con- 
fider  every  fcheme  excufable  to  which  pro- 
fit 
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fit  is  annexed,  and  yet  refort  not  to  thofe 
X3M>des  of  induftry,  by  which  thcfe  profits 
might  be  juftifiably  doubled.  Thefe  are 
the  men,  who  arc  the  curfe  of  every  coun- 
try in  which  they  are  known :  but  who 
are  no  where  recognifed,  as  a  diftindt  clafs 
of  individuals,  except  where  agriculture  is 
at  its  loweft  verge.  To  every  general 
rule  there  muft  be  exceptions — fo  ^i^  I 
know  many  ;  and  yet,  I  believe  fny  piAure 
will  be  recognized,  as  juft  in  the  outlia^. 
Againft  univerfal  habit,  the  legiflatufe  is 
no  fafcguard  j  the  laws  of  this  country  aije 
admirable ;  but  in  how  many  inftanCfs 
has  precept  preceded  cjKimple  ?-^The  titijc 
however  approaches,  whca  evg n  abf^O^efs 
will  recognize  the  injuftice  they  4o  tljeiji^^ 
felves  and  their  country,  fr(»n  kafing  fudi 
extenfivc  diftrifts  to  individuals,  wish 
power  to  lord  it  over  fome  thoufiuiMl^  ^f 
poor  occupiers  of  that  foil,  upon  which 
the  intermidate  tenant  has  perhaps  iaever 
bcftowed  one  hours  labour,  one  fixpcncc  {o 
aroelittpatc,  or  one  thought^-r-but  to  l»rrafs 
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the  induftrions  cultivator  and  his  helplefe 
family.  Will  not  the  worm  even  rife 
flgainft-  you  if  trampled  upon  ?  who  then 
ihali  wonder  ta  obfcrve  feditious  principles 
fwallowed  by  an  ignorant,  a  deluded  multi- 
tude, to  whom  in  many  cafes,  hereafter^ 
define  it  as  you  may,  would  be  preferable 
to  bi&  prefent  exiftence.  Thank  God.  the 
time  is  at  hand,  (I  flatter  myfelf  I  ani  not 
paiftaken)  when  a  Union  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, pointing  out  fo  many  incentives  to  in- 
duftry,  fo  njiany  channels  of  wealth,  and 
cafting  fuddenly  afide  the  veil  of  prejudice, 
muft  expapd  the  native  genius  and  humanity 
of  Irijfhmen ;  and  teach  them  that  they  now 
can  boaft  of  refources  within  themfelve$, 
which  but  to  cultivate,  mufl  make  them 
rife  fuperior  to  what,  even  twenty  years 
ago,  it  would  have  been  confidered  a  hy- 
perbole to  look  up  to. 

The  confequences  rcfulting  from  abfen- 
tees  are  perhaps  none  of  the  Icaft  of  tbofe 
hard/hips  complained  of>  not  fo;^much  to 

the 
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•the  country  at  large  from  their  withdraw- 
ing from  its  circulation,  fo  great  a  capital 
as  the  rents  of  their  properties  ;  as  to  in- 
dividuals, from  the  want  of  that  fource  of 
happinefs,  which   they   would  experience 
more  immediately,  under  the  countenance 
of  a  kind  landlord.     Haw  many  men   arc 
there,  who  bleft  with  the  nobleft  fpirit  of 
philanthfophy,  could,  from  the  dictates  of 
•their  own  heart,  .find  an  eafy,  a  certain  re- 
medy to  many  evils,  which  are  unattended 
to  by  thofe  who  have  neither  intereft  to  in- 
duce, or  compaffioii  to  point  out  a  remedy  ? 
evils,  which  in  many  inftances,  I  am  con- 
.  vinced,  are  fufficiently   grounded   to  war- 
rant redrefs — ^which,  were  they  even  vi- 
iionary,  the  foothing,  the  perfuafive  voice 
x)f  a  compaffionate  landlord,  could,  by  hu- 
mouring, cafily  blot  out  by  a  fmile,  in  place 
of  their  being  turned  into  real  hardlhips  by 
the  humotirs  of  an  unfeeling  agent. — Were 
the  mode  in  which  the  rents  are  leyied  in 
many  places  of  this  country,  attended  ,to 
by  the  Icgiflator,  a.  reipedy  might  be  found 

for 
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for  much  of  the  difcontent  which  per- 
vades the  lower  ranks  of  fociety  in  this 
kingdom.  Did  the  great  proprietors  of 
land  liftcn  to  their  own  intereft,  they 
would  fometimes  rccolleft  what  Bacon  in 
his  apoghthegms,  relates  of  James  the  firft 

of  England, **  Gentlemen/'  faid  the 

king/'  at  London,  you  are  like  fhips  in  a 
fea,  which  ihew  like  nothing;  but  in  your 
country  villages,  you  are  like  fhips  in  a  ri- 
ver, which  look  great  things.  "-r-But,  fays 
the  oppofer  of  the  Union,  if  abfentecs  are 
at  prefent  found  a  real  evil,  how  much 
more  fo  mufl  that  afterwards  be  felt,  when 
inducements  for  emigrating  are  multiplied, 
and  the  impofliblity  exifls  of  refiding  be- 
yond that  fphere,  where  profit,  honour  and 
riclies  are  alone  diftributed.  In  the  fiiil 
place,  Scotland  experiences  the  fame  evil, 
but  there  it  is  made  up,---by  pofTefling  a 
free  unreflriftcd  commerce  with  that  coun- 
try, which  fwaliows  up  fo  great  a  propor- 
tion of  her  rents.  At  prefent  Ireland  can- 
not pofTibly  ad\?©rtf-'!oi  futh  a  return  t  her 

trade 
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trade  with  Great  Britain  being  cramped.— 
Did  therefore  the  evil  even  increafe  with 
the  Union,  it  virould  find  a  remedy  within 
itfelf  of  the  fame  nature  with  Scotland. 

•  But  even  the  neceffarv  conneiftion  which 
a  member  of  the  Britifh  legiflature  miuft 
keep  up  berwixt  himfelf  and  his  conftitu- 
ents,  for  the-  purpole  of  fuftaining  his  poli- 
tical influence,  will  render  it  neceffary  for 
hfm  to  fpend  part  of  his  time  in  the  coun^- 
try.  Profit  alone  will  lead  him  to  it,  for  as 
one  of  the  confequences  of  a  Union  an  inr 
creafe  of  Englifti  capital  flowing  into  this 
kingdom,,  attended  by  tbp  example  of 
genius,  ceconomy,  and  regularity  m  fiirm- 
kig,  will  of  itfelf  caate  a  defire,  if  not  to 
improve  in  hufbandry,  at  leaft  to  make  the 
moft  of  the  foil ;  and  let  any  liberal  minded 
Iriihman  examine  to  what  a  height  that 
imprevcment  might  be  brouj[ht,  (particular.^ 
ly  in  the  province  of  Connaught,)  not  even 
carrying  ihe  idea  to  the  fummit  of  human 
improvement,  yet  ftill  it  is  incalculable.-^ 

Have 


Have  I  ftraincd  my  argument  beyond  all 
probable  forefight,  by  refting  it  upon  iiich 
foundations  ?  I  hope  not. — ^I  have  calcula- 
ted principally  upon  the  juftifiable  pride 
and  avarice  of  mankind,  nor  would  it  be 
difficult  to  find  others  to  fupport  my  pofi- 
lion. — ^One  author  I  beg  leave  to  quote  upon 
this  fubjed:,  the  celebrated  Arthur  Young, 
who  in  his  tour  through  Ireland,  in  the 
year  1778,  makes  the  following  obferva- 
tion  upon  a  Union,  and  particularly  as  to 
the  probable  effeds  of  the  increafing  num- 
ber of  abfentees. — "  In  convcrfation  upon 
•^  the  fubjeft  of  a  Union  with  Great  Britain, 
**  I  was  informed  that  nothing  was  £6  un- 
•*  popular  in  Ireland  as  fuch  an  idea,  and 
*•  that  the  great  objedlion  to  it  was  increaf- 
**  ing  the  number  of  abfentees. — When 
^*  it  was  in  agitation,  20  peers  and  60 
^*  commoners  were  talked  of  to  fit  in  the 
•«  Britffh  Parliament,  which  would  be  the 
•«  refidence  of  80  of  the  befl:  eftates  in 
•*  Ireland.  Going  every  year  to  England, 
^^  would  by  degrees,  mak^.them  rcfidents; 
'       -^  ;  "  *hcy 
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"  they  would  educate  Acir  children  there,  - 
*'  and  in    time  become  mere  abfentees : ; 
"  becoming  fo>  they  would  be  unpopular^ 
*^  others  would  be  eledted,  who,  treading : 
/*  in  the  fame  fteps,  would  yield  the  pkce 
"  ftill  to  others ;   and  thus,  by  ddgrees^  a 
"  vaft*  portion  of  the  kingdom  now  refident 
'*  would  be  made  abfentees :  which  would, » 
"  they  think,    be    fo  great    a   drain    to 
*^  Ireland,  that  a  free  trade  would  not  rer 
"  pay  it. 

**  I  think  the  idea  is  erroneous,  were  it 
"  only  for  one  circumftance,  the  kingdom 
«  would  lofe,  acccffding  to  this  reajfoniQg, 
"  an  idle  race  of  country  gentlemen,  and 
^*  in  exchange  their  ports  would  fill 
*•  with  fliips  and  commerce,  and  all  the 
**  confequences  of  commerce  :  an  exchange 
*«  that  never  yet  proved  difadvantageous 
"  to  any  country/'  '      ' 

Had    I    taot   been  afraid  of  becoming 

proline,  I  might  have  dwelt  upc^  fubje&s 

D  which. 


whichy  indeed  as  to  their  confequence>  I 
have  rather  hurried  over  than  defined ;  it 
is  my  wifti,  however^  more  to  fumifh 
matter  for  others^  than  to  attempt  my- 
fclf  what  I  am  little  able  to  execute  ;  and 
if  I  have  failed  in  proving  the  benefits  of  a 
Union  at  the  prcfent  crifis^  it  muft  be  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  mode  in  which  I  have 
arranged  my  argun^nts,  not  thjit  thefe  ar- 
guments in  thcmfclvcs  are  null  and  fri- 
volous. 

But  there  arc  fome  who  cont«id>  that,  a 
Union  with  Great  Britain  can  at  no  time 
take  place,  but,  to  the  total  annihilation  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland. — With  fach, 
every  argunDent  mxid  be  unavailing, 
for  even  truth  itfelf  would  fail,  were  fhe  to 
defcend  fi-om  above,  and  didate  to  them 
from  the  mouth  of  omnipotence.-—- — To 
thefe  Gentlemeri,  I  fliould  beg  leave  to  put 
one  queftion :  is  not  that  fituation  to  be 
preferred,  which  holds  out  to  men  of  en- 
terprize,  a  choice,  where  fprmerly  there 
v^ras  none  ? — I  pretend  not  to  define,  what 
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may  be  th^  articles  of  the  treaty  betwixt 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  furely  with- 
out the  f^irit  of  prophecy,  we  may  ?it  leaft 
ibreiibe,  iounenfe  conunercial  advantages 
refulting  to  the  Irifli  nation,  which  muft 
give  in  particular  to  the  fouth  and  weft 
coafts  of  this  ifland,  fuch  bei^cfits,  as  are 
hardly  calculable  !— And  is  that  of  little 
avail,  which  conduces  to  call  forth  the  ge- 
nius and  ability  of  a  great  nation  ?— -In  place 
€)£  Dublin  being  the  mart  for  talents,  will 
not  Cork,  Waterford,  Galway,  I^intierick, 
all  claim  their  ihare  ? — Yes,  innumerable 
little  villages  upon  thefe  coafts,  will  rife 
into  opulence ;  if  not  from  mere  nonentity, 
at  leaft  from  a  fituation  fomewhat  approach- 
ing to  it !  Much  has  been  faid  by  thefe 
Gentlemen,  about  the  infufficiency  of  Par- 
liament to  change  the  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment,— I  pretend  not  to  dive  into  the  mode 
by  which  Great  Britain  may  attempt  to 
eftablifh  a  Union  of  this  natyre  ;  but  it  is 
at  leaft  confiftent  to  fuppofei  that,  fhould 
the  meafure  be  brought  forward  by  the 
D  2  Britifh 
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Britifh  Cabinet, — it  can  be  gained  only  by 
thofe  means,  which,  fliould  the  fpirit  of 
partyi  at  fome  future  period,  think  pro- 
per to  canvafs, — would  even  then,  fecure 
the  voice  of  the  nation,  as  conftitutional. 
'Tis  unfair  to  argue  upon  a  fuppofed  data ; 
— our  very  principles  may  be  wrong;— 
What  then  becomes  of  our  conclusions  ? 

A  pamphlet,  entitled,  *'  No  Union;** 
famed  principally  for  its  fcurrility,  has 
ventured,  in  con  tradition  to  both  truth, 
and  reafon,  to  commence  its  carreer  of  op- 
pofition,  by  remarking  in  the  firft  place, 
the  prejudicial  efFedls  of  the  Union  upon 
Scotland.  Take  this  declaimer,  in  the 
way  he  wishes  to  be  underftood  in, — and 
Scotland,  and  her  countrymeh, — ^poor,  bar- 
barous, and  unprincipled,  fold  themfelves 
for  gold  ;  and  gained,  eternal  infamy  at- 
tached to  their  charadler  and  kingdom ; 
bent  under  the  foot  of  their  oppreffor, — 
and  thanked  heaven  for  depriving  them,  of 
the  fmalleft  chance  of  arriving,   at   that 

pitch 


pitch  of  civilivation,  which,  in  the  na- 
tural progrcfs  of  Europe  to  refinement, 
it  had  once  fome  -  chance  of  reaching ! — 
"Churchill,  Johnfon,  and  Macklin,  are 
.  that  author's  three  fupporters.  The  firfl: 
a  man  ofamoft  infamous  charadler;  the 
fecond  contracting  his  antipathy  to  Scot- 
land from  Lord  Bute's  adminiftration ;  and 
the  third,  t  l)ufFoon  ! — Worthy  fupport- 
ers of  fuch  ai  hero  !— Ignorance  alone  muft 
have  curtailed  the  authorities  of  the  kkrn- 
cd  barrifter ;  for  were  fuch  fatisfadory,  he 
might  have  indulged  his  fpleen,  by  a  nu- 
merous lift  of  fupporters,  that  perhaps 
might  have  gained  him  greater  attention. 
Since  therefore,  by  calling  in  queftion, 
the  propriety  of  the  Union  of  Great  Bri- 
tain as  to  Scotland,  he  has  attempted  to 
fhew  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  the  fnare 
that  is  laid  for  themTelves ;  I  fhall  briefly 
narrate  thofe  circumftances  which  gave 
rife  to  it,  affedted  it;  and  is  at  prefent 
the  fource  of  happincfs  to  both  kingdoms. 

From 


From  the  firft  sera  of  the  Englifli  and 
Scottiih  monarchy »   to  the  reign  of  James 
the  fifths  an  eternal  feud  may  be  faid  to 
have  exifted  between  the  kingdoms  i  ori«» 
ginating  in  the  firft  place»  from  jealoufy, 
on  the  one  hand  fupported  by  power  and 
riches,  on  the  other,  by  an  independant 
Jpirit;  in  the  fecond  plaxre,  from   private 
quarrels  amongft  the  boarderers. — There 
were  others  of  lefs   confequence,   which 
gave  riie  to  continual  jarrings ;  and  it  was 
even  a  maxim  of  the  Scottifti  government, 
DOt  to  accept  of  too  long 'a  truce  with 
.England,  left  its  warlike  fpirit  fhould  be 
.blunted.     Whilft  England,  therefore,  in 
,the  gradual  courfc  of  civilization,    kept 
.pace. with  the  continental  powers  5— Scot- 
land, from  its  poverty  and  fituation,  (ex- 
cluded by  England   from  the  benefits  of 
commerce)  paufcd,  or  at  mpft,  very  (lowly 
jidvanced  to  refinement.     Thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  French  authors,  about 
the  fniddle  of  the  fixteenth  century,  may 
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form  perhaps  a  comparative  idea  of  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  at  that  period. 

When  king  James  the  fixth,  was  fairly 
ellablifhcd  upon  the  thrpne  of  England, — ^ 
a.  Union  of  both  kingdoms  was  moft  ear- 
nclUy  fought  after  by  the  king  5  but  as 
Hume  wifely  obfcrves,  in  this  bufinefs 
'5  the  commons- fhe wed,  a  greater  fpirit  of 
*^  independence,  than  any  true  judgment 
'•^  of  national  intereft;'*^ — it  mifcarried,-  at 
the  iame  time,  with  feve^al  other  mea- 
fures,  which  the  king  had  then  almoft  as 
much  at  i>eart. — When  the  fubjed:  was 
^ain  introduced,  in  the  time  of  Queen 
Anne  3— it  was  principally  oppofed  by  that 
party,  in  the  Scots  parliament,  devoted 
to  the  court  of  St.  Germains ; — -the  dukes 
of  Hamilton  and  Athole,  the  difappointed 
leaders  of  two  oppofite  fadions,  alfo  fe- 
cretly  attached  to  that  court,  and  then 
coaleiceing  through  party  motives  j — and 
by  the  leaders  of  the  prefbyterian  intereil  5 
who  fearful  of  a  change,  in  church  go- 
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vernment,  co-operated  with  the  puritans, 
and  every  fed  of  diifenters,  to  fruftrate 
the  meifure. — It  was  chiefly  through  their 
influence,  that  fuch  tumults  were  raifed, 
as  had  not  been  witneflfed  fince  the  revo* 
lution  'j — and  if  the  fum  of  twenty  thou* 
fand  pounds  was  upon  this  occafion  lent 
by  the  queen  to  the  Scottish  treafury» — a 
loan  fo  fmall>  will  not  juftify  the  exprefli-* 
on,  that  the  Scots  fold  their  country  for 
gold.  The  majority  of  the  nation,  had 
already  declared  in  its  favor ; — every  fecn- 
rity  was  given  to  the  prefbyterians  for  the 
eftablifliment  of  their  fomi  of  worship ; — 
and  fatal  muft  have  been  the  conteft,  had 
arms  been  reibrted  to.  It  may  rationally 
be  fuppofed,  that  humanity  di£Uted  the 
diftribution  of  fuch  a  fum,  as  a  compenfa* 
tion  to  men,  who,  either  from  fituation 
or  circumftances,  muil  have  been  lofers 
by  the  buiinefs ;  or,  who,  by  their  en- 
deavours to  promote  fo  beneficial  a  treaty, 
merited  the  reward  of  their  labors.  Dr. 
SmoUet  writing  upon  this  fubjed,  expref- 
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fc$  hirofelf,  thus,  «'  TJic  majority  of  botll 
^*  nations  believed  that  the  treaty  would 
f '  produce '  ^violent  convulfions,  or,  at 
^^  beft,  prove  inelFei^u^  But  ^9  A6^ 
«<  fee  it  has  been  attended  with  n<>ne  of  th^ 
<^  calamities  that  were  prognofticated  j 
^^  that  it  quietly  tool^  effcQ:^  and  fully  an- 
•^  fwered  all  the  purpo&a  for  which  it  wa« 
*•  intended.  Hence,  we  may  Iqarn,  that 
**  many  great  difficulties  are  furmounted, 
^*  becaufe  itfi^y  are  not  fcen  by  thofc  who 
**  dired:  the  execution  of  any  great  pro-* 
*^  jcftf  and  that  many  fchemes,  which 
*^  theory  deems  imprafticable,  will  yet 
^  fuccccd  in  the  experiment." 

The  foundation  of  the  rebellions,  which"^ 
afterwards  took  place  in  that  kingdom, 
was  laid  a^t  a  period  before  the  Union  ex« 
ifted.  Every  fourcc  of  hope,  was  then, 
certainly  abllradcd  from  the  family  of 
king  James  the  fecond: — ^Yet,  we  may 
fairly  {urefume,  that,  thefe  rebellions  would 
at  any  rate  have  occurrol,  although  that 
£  Union 
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Union  never  had  been  heard  of.— It  no# 
almoft  amounts  to  a  certainty,  that  the 
queen  herfelf  was  favorable  to  the  caufe 
of  her  brother  ;-*— and  a  claim  at  that  time 
fo  recognized ;  how  can  we  wonder,  that 
it  ihould  afterwards  have  had  fo  many 
abettors  ? — How  fondly .  attadied  at  everjr 
period,  the  Scots  have  been  to  the  htmly 
of  Stuart^  need  not  be  iniifted  upon !    .  '' 

But  the  author  of  the  pamj^let  alluded 
to,  has  thought  proper  in  a  ftrain  of  ah-- 
ford  declamation  (not  unlike  the  fpurious* 
rhetorick,  of  a  French  orator  of  the  pre-* 
fent  day,)  to  obferve,  that  before  three^ 
years  had  elapfed,  the  treaty  of  Union 
was  broke,  and  the  pafling  of  the  malt 
tax  is  brought  forward  by  him,  as  an  in- 
ftance  of  what  may  be  expedled  by  the 
Irifli,  from  any  fimilar  treaty.  Could  he 
not  have  alfo  remarked,  that  by  the  20th 
claufe  of  the  Articles  of  Union,  all  here- 
table  juriididtions,  &C-  were  referred  to. 
the    owners ;    yet    notwithftanding    this 
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treaty, — in  the  year  .1747  an  aft  paffcd  for 
aboliibing  them.  This  though  z  com- 
plete emancipation  of  the  HigWand^rs, 
from  a  badge  of  feudal  fcrvitudc  i— and 
although  it  might  be  juftly  argued, .  that 
until  then,  the  Scots  had  acquired  no  in-- 
dividual  freedom,  and  but  a  partial  advan^ 
tage  from  the  treaty ;— yet,  according  to 
that  author'^  mode  of  reafoniog,  being  iji 
breach  of  a  law  paflcd  40  years  before,  no 
allowance  was  to  be  made  for  confequen- 
ces,  unfofefeen^  when  that,  claufe^  was 
under  deliberation.     Why  did  he  not  alfo 

i  remark,  that  in  the  year  1708^ — when  an 

invafion  of  Scotland  by, the  Pretender  was 
expeiSted,— A  bill  was  brought  into  the 
Houfe  of  Lordsa  under  the  title  of. an  aiSt 
for  improving  the  Union  of  the  two  king- 
doms, relative  to  trials  for  high  treiafon  in 
Scotland,  which  with  fome  fmall  variati- 

^  on,  were  in  future  to.  be  regulated^  ac- 

cording to  the.  manner  of  the  Englifh  pro- 
ceedings.    Both  of  them^  wer^  complete 

j  infraftiorts  of  the  Union  ^.  yet  I  (hall  take 
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it  tipon  me  to  ikj,  the  conititutkm  G>  ht 
from  being  undem)inded>  was  iuppCMrted 
by  them;  and  had  not  the  treaty  been 
broke»  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  muft 
have  been  endangered  .^^ As  to  the  pafling 
the  bill  for  the  malt  tax»  and^tfaeconie-^ 
quent  movement  of  another^  for  diilblving 
the  Union,  it  may  juftly  be  obfcrved  that 
the  fpirit  of  oppofition  moi«  dian  any 
other  drcumftance  was  the  author  of  the 
meafure;  and,  how  do  I^ppOrt  this?-^ 
but  by  obferving;  that  all  the  Whig  Meni^ 
bcrs  voted  for  the  diflblutio»  of  that  treaty^ 
which  they  had  fo  eagerly  promoted—* 
whilft  the  Tories,  ftrcnuoufly  fiipported 
the  meafure^  againft  which  they  had  once 
argued  with  fuch  vehemence.  In  letting 
forth  all  the  complaints  brought  ^t  this 
tithe  by  the  Scotch  againft  tl^  Britifli  go- 
vernment in  confequence  of  the  violation 
of  the  'Union,-r-Mrk  Spencer  in  hk 
pamphlet  obfervcs>  that  it  was  then  alfd 
dated  as  a  grievance  that  they  had  no 
more  a  council. in  Scotland^     In  juftke  he 

fhould 


^[k>u14  have  remarked^  that  it  was  Mi  m 
the  power  of  die  padiameht  bf  Great 
Britain  to  continiie  or  fet  it  afick.  It 
would  be  hard  indosd^  if  in  the  hiftory  of 
$  noble  hearty  every  itnfortunate  a<aion, 
'which  paffion,  thoughtleffnefs,  or  inebriety 
gave  rife  to,,  were  to  be  confidered  as 
ftudkd  mfclevdko<:e ;  aad  tht  unihtfeiKfcd, 
»Bfor6fen  cohiequphcies.  of  one  fingle  de- 
viation from  tl)e  ftrifleft  virtue,  attributed 
to  thf  tnoft  vicious  propenfities.  So  in  the 
hiftory  of  a  great  and  generous  nation  like 
Great  Bri*ain-*^-cvcr  aftive  in  the  caufe 
©f  freedom,  le^^er  dftrenuous  to  promote  it-— 
k  would  be  aMird  indeed,  to  afcribe 
famQ  particular  inftances  -ef  oppref-^ 
fion,  as  a  conftitutional  ^ing.----Party 
politics  ffiay  counto^nce  many  diforders, 
the  coniHtution  dilbwTis  them;  and  when 
wei^^d  in  her  balance  the  hand  of  time 
has  ever  reftiiicd  them;  Let  the  ftrcam 
of  Britifli  politics  be  at  any  time  ever  fa 
muddy.  It  is  fed  by  fprings^  too  numer- 
ous and  too  pure,,  to  endanger  its  channel 
being ,  choaked^  and  the  bark  on  which 
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our  fortunes  arc  entruftcd,  ftranded  and 
ingulphed.  Whilft  the  fun  of  the  greater 
nations  of  Europe  feems  fetting,  ours  is. 
yet  in  its  meridian  glory-^Let  us  be  true 
to  ourfclves,  and  united  we  may  brave 
th?  world. 

.  As  I  have  before  obferved,  this  illeber^l 
barrifter  has  contended,  without  bringing 
any  argument  to-his  fupport,  that  the  Uni- 
on has  been  prejudicial  to  Scotland ;  and 
that  in  the  natural  progrefs  of  civilization 
throughout  Europe,  that  country  might 
poffibly  have  been  railed  to  a  far  more  prof- 
perous  ftate  than  it  is  at  prefent.  It  poifi- 
bly  might— What  rtftridtions,  what  eir- 
cumftances  have  prevented  it  ?  Here  my 
Author  iis  filent — ^he  has  looked  backvvard 
incieed,.  tofomc  purpofe,  and  with  equal 
effed,  I  doubt  not  has  he  fearched  into  the 
depth  of  futurity,  when  he  forebodes  the 
moft  difmal  effedts  from  a  Union,  to  the 
Irifh  nation.  If  the  effeds  arefuch  as  Scot-^ 
land  has  experienced^  ihQ  has  little  reaibn 
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t3o  fear  them*  To  thofe  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  that  country  I  have  no  wilh  to 
fpeak,  let  me  advife  thofe  who  are  igno- 
rant of  it,  to  confult  fome  other  author  than 
that  gentlenian  whofe  illiberal  abufe  fets 
him  beneathcontempt,  and  who  will  but  find 
fupporters  amongft  thofe,  who  derive  their 
intelligence,  from  fources  equally  ridicu- 
culous.  Let  me  afk  this  intelligent  gentle- 
man— did  he  ever  fee  Scotland  ? — I  fufpeft 
not — ^his  knowledge  and  travels  fecm  to  be 
equally  circumfcribed ;  and  bigotted  as  he 
feems  to  opinions,  \vhich  have  their  founda- 
tion only  in  ignorance,  it  would  perhaps  be 
abfurd  in  me  to  inform  him,  that  Scotland 
has  not  yet  departed  from  her  reputation  in 
learning;  her  extenfive  acquirements  in 
agriculture,  argue  mod  feelingly  with 
thofe,  who  exaniining  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try, are  capable  of  calculating  her  refour- 
ccs  in  this  refpeft,  and  the  daily  advance- 
ment made  by  her  towards  perfedion.**- 
Her  encreafing  coipmerce  fpcaks  for  it-^ 
felf;  out  of  what  has  Glafgow,   Paifley, 
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Greenock^   &€.   arifcn  ?  Edinburgh  it  is 
&id  has  Ktmintd  ftationary. — Indeed  !-f^ 
How  old  is  the  new  town  of  Edinbiif^  ?-~ 
or  if  that  is  no  fign  of  it$  advancement  in 
commerce — why  |hould  there  have  been 
lately  a  neceiEty  for  an  aft  of  Parliamient 
for  enlarging  the  harbour  of  Leith  ?  A  n^-. 
ceffity  long  acknowledged,  before,  that  ever 
the  aft-was  introduced,  to  the  Britilh  Houfe 
of  legiilature.     But  Scotland  it  Is  iaid^  by. 
the  Unicgoi,  was  deprived  of  a  very  advanta- 
geous trade  with  France. — Once  for  all  let 
me  remark  to  thofe  carpers,  who  confider. 
argument  as  proof;  that  England  could  at 
any  time  rcftrift  the  trade  of  Sootltndi— and 
from  the  relative  fituation  of  the  countrica, 
reduce  it  to  nothing.    And  is  it  frooi  France 
Scotland  was  to  derive  its  advantageous . 
trade  I  If  fo,  Scotland  muft,  during  alpioft 
the  whole  of  this  century,  have  been. at, 
war  with  England,  to  have  profited  by  fuch 
a  commerce.     What  then  muft  have  been 
its  fituation? — ^A  brave,  a  hardy  iadq>en-. 
dent  nation  !— But  poor,  '^uncultivated,  fuui. 
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cheriflimg  in  inacceffible  mountains,  a  li- 
berty that  all  the  power  of  Edward  the  ift 
,  never  could  fetter. 

The  fettlement  of  the  Scx)ts  at  the  Ifth- 
miis  of  Darien,  is  intruded  as  a  ftrong  exam- 
pie  of  the  fpirit  of  enterprife  in  the  Scottifli 
nation  before  the  Union — a  fpirit  in  alHike- 
lihood  to  encreafcj  the  author,  however, 
when  firft  adverting  to  die  circumftance, 
.  has  forgot  to  mention,  that  it  was  owing  to 

I  the  jealoufy  of  the  Englifli  government, 

that  this  dcfign  was  fruftratcd ; — a  jealoufy 
which  inimical  and  deftrudive  as  it  was  in 
this  inftance,  it  may  with  confidence  be 
faid,  that  in  every  other  enterprife  of  the 
kind,  it  would  have  interfered  with  equal 
fucccfs.     I  have  never  denied  the  ambition 
of  Scotland  to  become  a  flourifhing  nation. 
I  have  merely  attempted  to  prove  that  its 
Situation,  added  to  the  jealoufy  of  England, 
muft  have  ever  prevented  her  from  acquiiv. 
ing  that*  fuccefs  in  commercial  cntcrpriics, 
thitt  aifHuence  as  a  nation,  which,  prior  to 
F  a  Union 
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9-  Union  with  her  ancient  enemy^  fiie  had 
not  tl)e  fmalleft  preteniions  to. 

In  the  profecution  of  fyftems,  where, 
either  a  radical  reform,  or  fuch  a  chatngc 
is  attempted,  as  militates  againft  former 
precedents, — it  is  contradidlory  to  the  hif- 
tory  of  mankind  to  expe<a,  that  the  moft 
upright  meafurcs  alone  will  be  reforted  to, 
to  tffcQ:  the  objcdl  in  view.— ^But  to  cry 
down  the  principal,  becaufe  the  methods 
adopted  may  appear  partly  unjuftifiablc, 
none  but  ignorance  itfclf  will  attenipt.— 
We  are  all  eager  to  acknowledge  the 
blefiings  we  enjoy,  as  members  of 
the  Proteftant  Communion. — We  can 
now  at  a  diftance  trace  the  gradual 
expanfion,  of  the  human  mind,  under 
its  aufpices ;— ^frcpd  from  the  bigotry  of 
.  perfecution,  unfettered  by  fyftems  which 
left  hardly  the  liberty  of  thought. — Yet 
look  hack,  and  fcan  (he  progrefs  of  that 
reformation,  particularly  in  Great  Britain, 
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—It  grew  up  thro'  a.  complication  of  fuch 
crimes^  as  might  be  almoft  fuppofed  to 
marr  the  very  foundation  of  public  virtue, 
— ^f  public  faith. — But  inaufpicious  as 
v^ere  its  firft  aufpiccs,— tirtie  foftcned  its 
fcature3, — and  with  exultation,  do  we  now 
fecur  to  it,  as  the  deareil  pledge  we  eftjoy, 
of  that  liberty,  fo  often  fealed  by  the  blood 
of  our  anceftors.— 

What  therefore  would  be  thought  of 
that  man, .  who  would  now  venture  to  de-* 
fame  the  reformation,  becaufe  the  chara'c- 
ters  of  fome  of  our  firft  reformers,  militat- 
ed againft  every  principle  of  fociety?—* 
Would  he  not  be  told,  to  look  to  the  refor- 
mation itfelf,  as  the  beft  apology  fot  its 
fupporters  f — Why  then  fhould  I  go  fur- 
ther?— rLet  thofe  petulant  critics,  who 
pretend  to  decry  the  charadier  of  a  nation, 
(whofe  merits  thdy  are  fd  ill  qualified  to 
eftablifli)  from  the  cpnduift  of  fome  indi- 
viduals, inftrumental  in  bringing  forward 
their  Union  with  England,— -^k  up  to 
F  a  thofe 
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thofe  bleflings^  whkh  both  countries  ac- 
knowledge from  fuch  a  meafure,  as  their 
fureft  guide  to  criticifm; — (hould  they 
wi(h  to  refl:  that  criticifm  upon  the  broad 
bafis  of  public  utility ! 

I  mufl  confefs  myfelf  at  a  lofs  to  follow 
the  gentlemen  lately  referred  to  through 
many  of  their  arguments.  In  fpeaking 
of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland,  it  is  re- 
marked by  the  apthor  of  the  pamphlet^ 
entitled  "  Reafons  againft  the  Union," 
that  it  is  clear,  that  from  thefe  inftan- 
^ccs,  the  Scots  were  tindtured  with  French 
principles  for  a  generation  after  the  Union* 
This,  God  knows,  is  as  unfounded  an  ar-* 
gument  as  could  l)e  well  advanced.  I 
have  already  fpoke  to  the  fubjeft.  The 
Scots  were  indeed  attached  to  the  family 
of  Stewart,  as  the  heirs  of  their  ancient 
monarchy  : — ^but  from  fuch  a  predileftion 
the  author  of  the  pamphlet  above  alluded 
to,  might  as  well  have  argued,  that  they 
Were  attached  to  the  Catholic  religion,  as 

to 
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to  the  Court  of  France.     And  does  this' 

gentleman  pretend  to  fay,  that  from  Great  « 

Britain,    Ireland  drew   the  venom   which 

hath  tinftured  her  principles,  with  what  I 

may  juftly  ftyle   the  blafphemies  of  the 

French  revolution  ? — Impudent  afTertion  ! 

In  the  bofom  of  Ireland  has  long  beca 

nurtured  thofe  feeds  of  rebellion,  which, 

to  the  ruin  of  thoufands,  burft  forth  at  laft^ 

a  rebellion  originating  partly  from  an  op-" 

preffion    exercifed   by    themfelves— rpartly 

from  the  moft  execrable  treaibns  that  ever 

were  planned.     Where  were  the  rifings  in 

either   England  or  Scotland  ? — Fools  and 

defperadoes  maybe  any  where  found: — ^but 

the  people  were  too  wife,  and  too  honcft, 

to  place  either  their  happinefs  or  fortunes, 

at  the  mercy  of  unprincipled  villains. 

It  is  from  this  confideration,  chiefly  that 
Ireland  fhould  look  up  to  a  Union  with 
England,  as  the  fource  of  her  future  prof- 
perity.  It  is  this  confideration  which  may 
prompt  England  at  this  moment,  to  pro- 
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pofe  a  Union  with  Ireland,  as  a  bulwark 
to  her  own  fecurity — ^for  the  fafety  of  both 
reahns* 

But  it  is  faid,  that  the  relative  fituation 
and  circumftances  of  Ireland,  with  Eng- 
land, arc  fo  materially  different  with  thefe 
of  Scotland,  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  that 
no  argument  brought  forward,  to  favour 
the  Union  of  Great  Britain,  can  poffibly  ap- 
ply in  this  inflance.  In  fbme  points  it  may 
be  fo.  There  is  not  here  the  lame  apprehen- 
fion  at  prefent,  as  there  was  prevalent  in 
Scotland,  that  the  Crown  of  the  two  realms 
fhould  be  fcparated.  Yet  even  that  might 
be  difputed  by  thofe,  who,  fludying  what 
might  have  been  the  effefts  of  the  late  re- 
bellion, had  it '  been  fuccefsful ;  perhaps 
wifely  confider,  a  Union,  as  the  moil  effec- 
tual bar  to  any  fuch  attemps  in  future, — 
There  are  not  here  the  fame  grounds^  for 
apprehenfion,  which  had  the  family  of 
Stuart  gained  pofleffion  of  the  Scottifli 
throne,  atfome  future  period,  might  have ' 
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refulted  to  that  country,  viz.  that  the  Ro^ 
man  Catholic  religion,  might  firft  have 
found  a  prote<Sor  and  afterwards  an  efta- 
blfliment :— Yet  thofe  v^ho  calculate  upon 
the  power  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  this 
country,  and  the  advantages  they  would 
naturally  have  reaped,  had  the  late  defpe- 
rate  meafures  been  fuccefsful;  may  poffibly 
confider,  that  the  Proteftant  intereft  of 
Ireland,  can  look  for  certain  protedlion  no 
where,  but  in  a  Union. — Ireland  indeed  has 
a  more  fuccefsful  commerce,  than  Scotland 
enjoyed  previous  to  the  Union  ; — Yet,  that 
a  Union  would  bring  an  incalculable  en- 
creafc  of  commerce  to  this  country,  isfelf- 
cVident  to  every  one,  thofe  excepted,  who 
.  arc  wilfully  blind. — There  are  indeed  fome 
contented  fouls  in  this  country,  who  dif- 
daining  ian  obligation,  and  ignorant  at  the 
fame  time  how  to  requite  it,-^wifli  Ireland  . 
to  truft  to  its  own  pcrfeverance,  and  pfog- 
nofticatc  a  fuccefs  equal  to  their  mod  ar- 
dent expectations. — ^To  thefe  I  could  almoft 
fay  **my  honeft  friends,  you  are  already 
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fo  much  obliged  to  England,  that  to  at- 
'•  tempt  at   remuneration,    is   upon  your 
•*  part  impoflible,    upon   ours,    unwifhed 
*^for;    the   moft    thanklefs   indeed,    ate 
*'  fbmetimcs   thofe,    who,    like   you,    are 
**  glutted  by  a  profpcrity,  they  have  reaped 
**  from     friends,    whom    they    can    ne- 
•'  vcr  expedt  to  repay.     Accept  however 
♦•  flill  thcfe  kindnefles,    which  have  help- 
*'  ed  to  raife  you  to  fo  profperous  a  fituati- 
•'  on ; — nor  from  an  unjuftifiable  pride,  re* 
•'  Jeft  that  affiftance,  which  hath  fo  often 
^'  fopported  you^  and  call  down  upon  your 
**  heads    at     fome    future    period,     the 
*^  curfes  of  your  children."     But  it  is  ar- 
gued by  one  of  its  oppofers,  that  from  the 
i6tuation   of  Ireland,  God   Almighty  ne- 
ver intended    fuch  a  circumftance  fhould 
take  place  as  a  Union    of  Great  Britain 
and    Ireland.        Perhaps    this    gentlemaa 
reafons   from  revelation  ! — ^if  fo — ^what  a 
pity  for  both  kingdoms,    that  the  Omni- 
potent had  not  confulted  him  in  the  bufi- 
nefs ;    we  might  then  have  hoped,  his  pa- 
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triotifin  and  forefight,  could  have  eiFefted 
what  now  there  is  fo  abfolute  a  bar  jput  to,. 
This  hypcrcritic  recoUeft^  me  of  Sir  Go4- 
frey  Kneller's^  anfwer  to  Pop6,  when  re- 
marking to  him,  how  much  more  perfeft 
the  world  would  have  been,  had  the  Al- 
mighty had  his  afliftance. — *^  Tore  God 
«  Sir"  replied  Kneller, ''  I  believe  fo,"— 
Yet  after  all,   I  fhould  fufped^his  argu-. 
ments  are  drawn  from  a  fource  of  intelli- 
gence',  at    which   we  have  all  an  equal 
means  to  arrive  at.     But  I  muft  confefs,.  I 
can  obferve   nothing  in  the   (ituation   of 
Ireland    as  to   Great  Britain  which   bars 
fuch  a  profpeft,  ""  I  can  figure  each  of, 
them   in  turns — mutual   bulwarks   to  the 
other. — I  fee  deficiences  in  the  fituation  of 
each,  which  each  can  fupply. — I  can  at 
leaft  flatter  myfelf,    that  in  the  min^  of 
every  honeft  man,  confidence  from  mutual 
benefits,  will  fucceed  to  jealoufy  ^ — enough 
in  itfelf  at  any  time,  to  double  the  ftrength 
of  a  country. 
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With  thofe  who  muft  be  miferablc, 
ihould  *  they  have  no  opportunity  of  de- 
claiming :— with  thofe  to  whom  right  or 
wrong  are  equally  acceptable,,  with  whom, 
felf-intcreft  or  the  gratification  of  party 
fpirit,  is  the  moft  material  confideration  j 
it  is  alike  indifferent  what  arguments  they 
bring  forward  to  advance  their  purpofe. 
The  veil  of  fophiftry  may  either  totally  con-» 
ceal  their  fallacious  tendency,  or  caft  z, 
ihade  on  their  imperfections.  Party  pub-^ 
lications  may  in  general  excufe  fuch  a  re-, 
fleftion;  nor  do  I  think  that  the  fpirit  «f 
f6me  of  thefe  lately  nfliered  into  the  world, 
upon  the  prefent  quejftion,  will  make  me 
blufh  for  the  cenfure.  Look  to  thofe  which 
are  written  diredtly  againft  the  Union,  and 
which,  in  place  of  treating  the  fubjeft  in  % 
candid,  liberal  manner  condemn  it  in  toto, 
and  can  find  no  argument  poffibly  to  juftify 
it, — ^To  believe  them,  the  ruin  of  Ireland  is 
as  certain,  as  that  the  fea  furrounds  it ;  nor 
do  I  doubt,  but  that  fuch  patrioltic  fenti- 
ments,  will  gain  many  votaries  amongft  thofe 
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'who  never  yet  thought  for  thcmfelves.  De 
Lolme^  fpeakingof  the  trade  of  Iteland  in  the 
ytiar  1780,  makes  an  obferyation  fomewhat 
a  of  ifimilar  tendency  5  that,  **  the  rejftraints 
«*  on  k,  though  detrimental^  were  not  of 
**  that  calamitous  nature,  which  was  re* 
*'  prcfcntcd  by  political  fpcakers,  even  in 
•*  the  Britiih  Parliament,  at  the  time  wc 
•*  are  fpeaking  of,  or  which  was  no  doubt 
•'  believed  by  many  individuals  in  Ireland/' 
•-.iP^This  remark  I  hope  will  juftify  me.-« 
Thefe  boifterous  demagogues  take  hold 
^f  a  popular  fubjcft,  to  wreft  it  for  their 
own  purpofes  i  let  the  peel  be  ever  fo  bit- 
ter, there  will  be  found  fools  to  fwallow 
it  ;-^p^Bjon  too  often  blinds  the  hviman 
mind';  nor  is  it,  until  after  circumftances 
liave  occurred,  which  lead  to  more  tempe- 
rate con(ideration»  that  they  take  time  to 
curfe  the  fiend  that  has  blinded  their  judge- 
ment. 

I  now  bid  adjieu  to  a  fubjeft,  which  per- 
haps in  the  opinion  of  moft,  it  might  have 
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been  bettef »  had  I  not  intermeddled  with. 
However  inconclufi ve  my  arguments  may  be 
cftfeemed,  my  intentions  at  leaft  have  been 
good;  and  moft  fortunate  (hall  I  efteem 
myfelf,  whatever  criticifm  may  attach  to 
thefe  pages,  ihould  I  prevail  upon  others^ 
whofe  preteniions  and  abilities  defervedly 
bear  fuperior  weight  with  the  public ;  to 
expofe  thofe  arguments  which,  under  the 
mafk  of  patriotifm,  the  oppof^rs  of  the 
Union  have  but  brought  forward^  to  cover 
purpofes,  felfifh  at  beft,  perhaps  of  a  more 
vicious  tendency. — With  pride  then  fhoul4 
every  lover  of  his  country  behold  in  that 
Union,  the  bulwark  of  their  conftitution : 
— ^the  torch  which  (hall  guide  them,  through  • 
their  prefent  maze  of  diftraftion :— a  mine 
whofe  treafures  ages  (hall  not  exhauft  ;— 
and  a  barrier  againft  thofe  outrages,  which 
threaten  to  bring  back  this  kingdom  to  the 
age  of  Gothic  barbarity, 

FINIS. 
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'  '«  To  r»iie  nA  irtiMt'e  f9a?tf  agsAnft  pai^  aiiwktingly  49 
*',  ipourge  eac)i  other*  that  a^ponmoo  int«r«ft  m^y  no  whete  b$ 
**  found  or  felt>  and  that  all  may  finall/  be  fubjugated." 

Cahtitrioht* 


HE  political  malady  which* has  long  preyed 
upon  the  Conftitution  of  Ireland  is  arrived  at  its 
crifis.  It  is  now  to  be  fccn  whether  the  violence 
of  the  diforder  will  annihilate  its  exiftehcej  or 
whether  it  retains  fufEcient  vigor  to  throw  off  and 
eradicate  the  peftilential  evil  under  which  it  la- 
bours. 

The  funds  of  virulence  have  been  exhaufted 
to  difunite  and  appal  the  nation,  endeavours  have 
been  made  to  extinguilh  virtue  by  open  corrup- 
tion and  undifguifed  intimidation.  Thpfe  attempts 
fcaye  been  made  by  the  moft  •degrading  adulation, 
'  B     -  . ;;.  the 


the  moft  hypocritical  profeffions,  and  by  every 
abufe  to  fct  up  the  purchafcd  voice  of  the 
people  agsunfl:  die  iinbought  decifions  of  their 
rcprcfentativcs,  and  they  now  feek  to  cover  the 
difgface  of  their  new  defeat  by  the  groflbft  exagge* 
rations  and  the  moft  unfounded  aflertions. 

Wc  muft  take  advantage  of  the  experience 
which  the  hoftility  of  our  opponents  has  afforded 
us.  '  We  muft  learn  from  their  conduft  how  to 
extricate  ourfelvcs  fifX)m  our  prefcnt  difficulties: 
They  have  fought  our  flavery  by  our  divtfion. 
We  muft  maintain  our  liberty  by  our  union. 
They  have  taught  the  nation  its  error  in  not  pre- 
venting internal  animofitiesj  by  timely  conceffion, 
and  demonftiated  the  neceffity  of  the  total  oUivion 
pf  thcmt 

.Let  every  Proteftant  ferioufly  confider  whether 
or  no  there  is  any  real  foundation  for  the  opinion 
'^  that  the  cmancipadon  of  the  Catholics  would  be 
"  attended  with  bad  confequences." 

To.  what  could  it  give  rife,  that  would  enable; 
them  to  put  their  hoftile  intentions,  if  any  exifted, 
into  execution  ?  At  prefcnt  the  Catholic  has  every 

thing 


thing  open  to  him  on.  equal  terms  with  the  Pro- 
tcftaiy:,  except  the  Houfes  of  Parliament  and  the 
Patronage  of  the  Crown.  Before  you  determine 
to  withhold  the  participation  of  them,  reflect  upon 
the  confequences  of  thefe  partial  reftraints. 

A  religious  controverfy— complaints— demandji 
T— threats — ^tumult  and  rebellion  on  the  one  pan. 
—Reproaches — alarms — oppreflion  and  coercion 
on  the  other.  National  diffenfions  an<i  diftur- 
bances.    Weaknefs  and  flavery^ 

If  you  continue  thefe  jeftraints,  you  make  per- 
manent the  caufe  of  your  misfortunes.  If  you  re- 
move them>  you  apply  an  immediate  remedy. 
Why  then  hefitateto  do  fo  ?  It  is  faid,  "^ecaufc 
**  the  Catholics  will  acquire  all  the  pov^er^  will 
'^  monopolize  all  the  property,  and  will  e^termi- 
^^  nate  all  the  Proteftants,^' — That  i^  as  much  as  to 
fay.  "  The  acquired  privileges  of  fitting  in  Parlia- 
<*  ment  and  of  holding  ofiice$  will  roufe  in  the  Ca- 
"  tholic  body  fuch  a  fpirit  of  ingratitude,  and  arm 
"  them  with  fuch  potent  weapons,  that  that  event 
**  will  immediately  take  place,,  which  united  Ire* 
**  land  affifted  by  ambitious  and  all- conquering 
'^  France  was  unable  to  accompUfli.  The  whole 
h%  "ftatc 
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"  ftatc  will  be  revolutionized.     The  propertjrwill 

*^  of  itfelf,  as  it  were,  call  upon  the  Cachditcs  to 

"  take  poflefiion  of  it,  and  the  Proteftants  will  at 

*^  one  and  the  fame  moment  be  deprived  of  all 

^'  fenfe  and  ex'ortion.     The  Cterk  of  the  Houfe  oF 

*'  Lords  will  Jiave  no  fooner  pronounced,  Le  Roi 

*'  le  veuty  than  Peers  ^nd  Commoners  will  fall 

'^  in  one  lifelefs  heap  on  the  floor  of  the  Houfe  oF 

^'  Lords.    The  mace  will  transform  itfelf  into  i 

^'  crofs.     The  tapcflry  on  the  wall  will  inftantane- 

*'  oufly  become  reverfed,  and  infteadof  the  Siege 

^^  of  Derry  and  the  Pattlc  of  the  Boyne  cmbcllifh- 

*^  ed  with  the  Death  of  General  Schomberg,  the 

**  Battle  of  Rofs  will  ornament  one  fide  of  th6 

-J 
*/  Houfe,    the   J^ttack  .upon  Arkbw  die  other, 

f'  and  Father  Murphy  dying  will  add  confidcrable 

^'  liiftrc  to  the  whole/'  •  ' 

Thefe.are  the  fuppofed  formidable  confequences 
of  emancipation/  But  where  is  the  foundation  oF 
thefe  ghaftly  vifions?  Is.it  in  the  minds  of  thofe 
who  can  reafon  difpaffionately  on  the  prefent  ftate 
of  politics  ?  Or  are  fudh  ideas  cherifhed  in  the  ima- 
ginations of  men  who  have  been  duped  by  a  per- 
Jfidious  policy,  who.  have  had  their  paiEons  rouf- 
jfd,   thcjr  apprehcnfions  excited^    their  property 

plundered 


plundered,  tfeeif  lives  endangereif,  men  who  Have 
experienced  all  the  horrors  of  rapine  and  bloods 
ihed? 

proteftants  of  Ireland,  you  have  bceri  deceived 
ty  a  policy  asinvidioiis  as  it  was  crueK    That  you 
had  prejudices  againft  your  Catholic  Brethren  was 
as  natural,  as  the  making  ufe  of  thofe  prejudices  for , 
an  infamous  political   purpofe  is  abominable.— ^^ 
Yqur  fore-fathers  were  the  rivals  and  open  ene- 
mies of  the  Catholics,     But  time  contributed  much 
to  heal  the  wound.    A   century    of  peace  had 
obliterated  the  memory  of  ^  controverfy  of  ceniu-^ 
ries.     Religious  animolity  had  funk  into  one  com- 
mon exertion  to  pFace  Ireland  In  that  rank  among 
nations   which   Ihc  is   entitled   to    enjoy.     Her. 
ftrength  had  augmented  with  national  trancjuiffity 
and  national  untmimty.    The  volunteers  knew  nO  . 
diftinflion  between  Proteftant  and  Catholic.     Un... 
der  their  guardiaftfliip  t5ie  kingdom  felt  not  internal 
infurreftion,  feared  not  (external  invafion,  demand-  . 
ed  and  procured  its  independence,  arid  had  any  at- 
tempt been  made  to  annihilate'its  rights,  it  woull 
have  been  viftorious  in  defending  them.     Butlte 
ftrengthof  Jreland  became  the  caufe  of  ^larm,  and 


htf  temporarjr  happintfshas  proved  the  fource  of  her 
infeKcity* 

Wc  have  fccn-thc  Catholics  inftigatcd  to  come 
^rwanl  with  their  claims.— We    have  fccn  the 
Proteftants  terrified   into  a  refufal    of   them.— - 
We  have  feen  the  Catholics  recommended  from 
Jthe  Throne,  and  part  of  their  claims  granted.    We 
kave  fccn  a  Lord  Lieuteqant  fcnt  over  for  the  oc- 
prcfe  purpofe  of  grandng  the  remainder  of  them, 
and  when  on  the  point  of  fo  doing,  recalled.    We 
have  feen  a  rebellion  to  ariie  at  maturity  without 
the  ncceflary  ftcps  being  takpn  to  prevent  ^t,  but  on 
the  other  hand  every  pretended  effort  is  frefli  caufe 
.of  its  advancement.    W^have  feen  in  fhort  j  the 
.Calholics  infulted  and  deceived^  the  I'roteftants 
duped  and  degraded,  the  nation  almoft  deitroyed 
by  the  quarrels  of  its  own  people,  and  then  its 
weaknefs  made  the  foundadon  of  it^  flavery*— 
What  docs  the  whole  of  this  fyftem  amount  to  ? 
Briefly  this,  an  infamoiis  Machiavellian  attempt  to 
undermine  the  peace,  the  wealth  and  the  freedom 
t>f  Iriflimcn.    A  plot  and  foul  Qonfpiracy  hatched  in 
.the  jiioment  of  difappointnKnt,  nurtured  by  jear 
*  Joufy  and  refcntment  and  matured  by  unexam- 
4|^ed.  prodigality  and  infatiable  ambition.    In  thi^ 

manner 
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manner  was  that  unanimity,  which  procured  for  lit- 
land  every  bfcffing  and  happinefs,  completely  anm-  - 
hilated.  In  this  manner  was  the  bane  of  Irilh  im* 
pro vement  and  tranquillity  again  fermented.  Thus 
was  a  great  nation,  which  h^d  juft  experienced  the 
happy  effefts  of  the  oblivion  of  religious  cfiffenfiorf, 
and  had  approached  to  that  ftate  when  the  adopti^ 
on  of  a  liberal  fyftem  of  conccflidn  and  concfltatioa 
Would  have  fccured  to  her  her  independent  kgifla- 
ture  and  her  independent  comnrerce,  rent  in  twain 
by  a  mercenary  and  contemptible- fa^ion. 

But  however  great  the  fuccefs  of  thisfa^on 
may  have  hitherto  been,  its  exertions  will  temit- 
^  natd  in  defeat  aqd  difgrace.  Its  charm  is  brdkcOt 
and  thie  day  is  not  far  diftant  when  it  will  either  re- 
tire with  lliame,  or  be ;  overcome  by  the  wtuc 
bf  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fupported  by  the  voice 
of  the  people  at  large.  ' 

"  The  ei-rbrs  into  which  many  pdividuals  have  fal- 
J  leri,  placing  too  much  confidence  in  the  faith  wd 
honour  of  their  rulers,  will  fpeedily  be  detefted. 
The  Orangeman  will  perceive  that  the  danger  of 
emancipation  is  only  imaginary,  and  taercly  hc\d 
but  for  the  purpofe  of  fbrhcnting  religious  dilutes- 


g 

The  Catholic  will  become  rcnfible  of  the  cvU  ten- 
dency of  difcordt  and  will  iee  that  he  has  been  de- 
prived of  a  participation  of  equal  liberty  moce  by 
the  interference  of  ihofc  whok  intent  it  was  to 
fi>ment  jealouiies,  than  of  thoie  who  apparently 
have  been  the  opprcflor&— Men  of  all  ranks  and 
defcriptions  will  rcafen  on  the  fituadon  of  their 
country,  and  each,  by  havmg  .experienced  the  fatal 
efiedsofdivifion,  will  readily  adopt  tholc'  firnti- 
nentji;  and  purfue  that  line  ofcojiduft  which  will 
moft  completely  extinguiih  k— for  it  is  only  necef-^ 
lary  to  confider  the  parties  themfclves  in  rcfpeft  to 
their  numbers  and  particular  interefts^  to  behold  at 
once  in  its  true  light  the  falfe  and  unfounded  ani- 
mofity  which  has  nearly. enflavcd  boih  of  them* 

Out  any  Proteftant ferioufly argue;, thatthe  ex^ 
termination  of  the  Catholics  is  neeei&ry  £>r  his  far&ty 
•and  welfare  ?— fuppofe  it  to.  take  place.  How  ^ 
would  the  Proteftants  be  fituated  ?  inhabitants  of  a 
country  W.anting  3-4ths  of  its  population  i  )vithout 
commerce,  without  agriculture,  without  th« 
means,  of  prote^fbing  their  enfeebled  nation  for 
ctne  moment^  againft  the  attacks  of  an  open  foe  or 
/alfe  friend.  If  then  the  eyJftence  of  the  Catholic^ 
is  efiential,  if  they  have  been  ufeful  even  in  the 
..^ijdMraded  ftate,  they  have  long  been  Jcept,  how 

much 
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much  xnott  feryiMaao  msxjki  tikybtji  if  they  re- 
cemiA  €mr)r  pbffiUo  €9caur^ement? 

I^tx  m  exawimtf  tHe^  cm&cpcntjcs  oi  rcftridioasi' 
ofche  indafti^ousaod  pblitk^  efforts  of  the  Ca--^ 
diolics,  »iififeaihg-thc  mtcrclh  of  the  Protcftaftts. 

Tte  pmperty?  of  oachimfivfiiual  indrcafes  in  pit* 
|>«tion  to  thU  gehmtopufentc  oFthe  narion — Tli«' 
^ureakh  aeq<Hr^d  b^  mefch^fli:^  is  uidn^eely  appfied 
in  pUTcfcafing  lan4  The  advanctf^tfnt  thferefm*e 
ofcomracnnalwraWidireftlji^lKitdsoa  tf>crc|ife  tbft 
Taiueof  land  Manu&fjkorits^ehafble  thoie  emplc^y-* 
<sd  ia  jdkm  to  uie  oat  a  cen^w  degree  the  fmalter 
hsmries  of  life,  tfib  pohlimiptiost  of  the  produce  of 
toad  ttiidj  mincreafr  the  profits^  aiifi%  from  it  5 
and-  tUicifc^Te"  to  ra5&"thd  rent  of  laind.  If  thca 
^kBiQ^a}!  dM>ltod«dr.ptbpere}r  of  Ireland  is  inthcr 
b«fldftofPr(rtelfe»t»;  ii  it  not  thmr  fir  ft  arid  greateft^ 
d^f  atsidlalierell^  totnisborsipi  cvciy  attempt  made- 
by  the  Catholics  to  promote  commerce  and  manu- 
fadprics  ?  Why  then  refiife  to  give  the  Catholics^ 
a  fuO '  partieipftti<^  i*  the'  liberty  yoti  enjoy  y odr- 
ftk^f  CcHiipk«4^  liberty  is  the  Very  Ufc  6  trader 
Withouiriti  itis^impoHibtefor  any  mtionor  any  body' 
Of^eti^  y^hefy/fCfMA  mthf  ir€CKBm«r(iialfpee^ul4- 
C  tions. 
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tions,  or  to  have  the  means  of  exerting  their  nam* 
ral  powers  or  inclinations.  Every  reftridion  whjch 
the  Catholics  feel,  in  confequence  of  their  prcfcnt 
fituation,  more  or  lefs  diminiihes  the  property  of 
every  Proteftant  in  the  kingdom.  Let  any  man 
confidcr  the  proportion  of  the  Catholtqs  to  the 
Proteftants>  and  will  he  not  be  forcibly  perfuadcd, 
that  trade  and  agriculture  can  never  become  gene- 
ral without  the  afliftance  of  the  Catholics  ?  That 
they  may  become  general,  tnuft  be  defired  by  every 
one,  and  as  every  one  is  willing  to  exert  himfclf  for 
that.purpofe,  the  Catholics  muft become  rich; and 
they  muft  alfo  acquire  a  portion  of  power,  becaufe 
the  acquifition  of  power  muft  follow  the  poffeiCon  of 
wealth— ^If  you  admit  the  Catholics  to  form  a  part 
of  the  legiflature,  that  power  will  be  converted 
to  promote  the  good  of  the  nation.  If  you  do  not, 
you  cannot  be  furprized,  if  it  is  in  fome  inftances 
miiap|>lied--«no  man  can  be  fb  weak  as  to  imagine, 
that  religious  opinion  or  hoftility  can  be  fubdued  by 
refiftance. 

We  find  throughout,  the  hiftories  of  the  civilized 

nations,  the  abfurdity  of  this  dodrine.     What  have 

been  the  fruits  of  the  fyftem  of  fines  and  penalties, 

which  has  been  afted  upon,  fince  the  year  1690  ? 

The 


The  natural  efforts  of  your  people,  reftridedj?— 
poverty, — oppreffion, — infurre6Hpn, — and  rebelli- 
on.    Can  you   then    expeA    peace,    and    amity 
during  the  Continuance  of  your  rcfiftance  to  the 
emancipation    of  the   Catholics,    and    will   they 
not  be    the    immediate   refuit    of  your    ceafing 
to    oppofe    it  ? — The    certain     confequences    of 
it,  will  be  a  rife  in  the  number  of  years  pur-, 
chafe  for  which  land  would  fell,  a  rife  in  the  rent 
of  land,  and  domeftic  peace— and  though  many  may- 
be of  a  different  opinion,  and  may  have  brought 
themfelves  to  believe  that  the  ruin  aad  extermina- 
tion of  the  Proteftant  will  accQmpany  it,,  on  reflec- 
tion they  will  find  that  they  formed  their  ppipions, 
rather    on    the    dodrines    of  thofe    who  have 
been  emplojxd  to  deceive  them,  than  on  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  underftandings.     For  what  rea- 
fon  is  there  to  expefl:  fuch  injurious  confequcnces  ? 
Will  the  Imere  poffeffion  of  a  portion  of  thjp  foil 
produce  this  effect  ?  It  undoubtedly  will  not.     But 
cffeftsofa  very  oppofite  nature.     Every  Catholic 
who  becomes  poffcfled  of  landed  property,  will 
at  the  fame  time  become  moft  firmly  poffeffed  of  a 
zealous  attachment  to  whatever  fecures  to  him  the 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  it,  and  the  grcateft  profits. 
He  will  revere  thofe  Laws  which  give  him  his  title 
aiidhis  rent— rhc  will  fupport  thatConftitution  which 

gives 
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gives  efficacy  to  thofe  laws,  and  that  conncxbn 
with  Great  Britain,  which  upholds  and  protcfts  that 
Conftitution.     Let  the  Proteftant  aft  himfclf  why 
he  is  a  loyal  fubjeft.  The  anfwer  which  ptcfcnts  itfelf 
is  this.     *^  Becaufe  it  is  my  intereft,  to  proteft  riiat ' 
*^  conftitution  and  government  which  protefts  mc 
and  my  property/'— If  there  was  a  marked  fcatbre 
in  the  late  Rebellion,  was  it  not  that  of  Ae  poffeffors 
of  property,   Catholics  and  Proteftahts  contencHng  ' 
againft  thofe  who  had  no  property  ?  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  reftraints,  under  which  the  Catholics 
have  fo  long  laboured  j  ihftead  of  ■  multitudes  of 
wretches  who  had  nothing  to  lofe  by  the  rcbelfionj 
there  would  have  been  numbers  of  Catholic  country 
gentlemen,  who  would  never  have  permitted  the 
growth  of  a  confpiracy,    which    by  one  party 
was    connived    at    for  the  purpofe  of  enflaving 
the  nation.,  and  promoted  by  the  mob  for  the 
purpofe  of  ecjualizing  and  plundering  aH  property 
whatfocven 

*  Do  not  refufe  to  concede  and  eonclliate*  Do 
not  fay,  that  the  ^dmiflion  of  the  Catholics  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  will  be  giving  to  them  the 
whole  power  of  the  government.  If  even  one 
hundred  Catholic  members  flioufd  be  returned, 

what 
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ygSi^  rca£cm  is  tfatre  to  £ipp6f6  thH  $axf 
diS^r^flQS  cf  opkiian  vouid  exift  jacfiween  tiie  twi» 
bodies— would  utot  fome  be  found  nmug  with  go- 
▼efmH^Ht,  tnd  fom6  of  them  agamft  it*  Could 
they  bring  (onward  a  Catholic  mouoriy  no>  no 
itiotion  of  the  kind  wo«id  be  thought  of.  Would 
not  the  conftant  meeting  of  the  gentknwn  of  the 
two  *  religions  produce  faaiiiiaritf  airf  friendfbip, 
and  would  not  tbefe^icend  and  fpread  amongft  the 
lower  ranks  ?  The  Catholic*  would  vote  the  fup*. 
plies,  would  amend,  repeal^  or  enaft  laws  whicb 
tended  to  public  tranquillity  and  prosperity,  bt^ 
caufe  the  Catholics  would  be  interefted  in  having 
the  nation  and  their  propei^ty  defended. 

Irilbmen,  you  are  not  fo  divided  In  yourinlepdls 
as  die  fuceefs  of  artful  do^rines  has  \taughc  yfm  to. 
believe ;  you  are  not  of  fiich  difcordtnt  natuf^Sj,  as 
to  be  unable  to  aft  with  unanimity  and  vi&ory, 
Rcfteft  upon  your  individual  acquirements— ^YqU 
are  men  fimikr  in  ibrm,  born  and  nourifhed  in 
one  common  foil,  and  thoiigh  educated  with  difie* 
rent  ideas  of  your  religious  duMS|  ia  &£l:  aeoef&ril)r 
aftuated  by  fimilar  views  and  femiments  in  every 
thing,  which  concerns  your  political  exiftenoe*  t£ 
you  quarrel  Tbom  the  empttnefe  of  perfonal  kA^ 

enctp 
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ence,  you  fight  for  your  own  bondage.    If  you* 
apply  your  minds  to  what  is  of  a  trifling  nature, 
you  rieglcft  your  duty.     If  you  are  to  be  roufcd 
only  to  contend  about  the  wrongs  ind  the  rights 
of  your  particular  and  private  fituations,  you  arc 
not  worthy  of  the  names  of  men,  or  of  the  poflcflion 
of  a  nation — let  the  cavilling  of  feds  flumber. 
Firft  ftck  for  your  general  welfare,  and  then  let 
thclticcefs  of  unanimity,  become  the  remedy  of  all 
partial  and     perfonal    animofity.     Maintain  that 
which,  when  unanimous  you  wfere  able  to  procure, 
tfeaexiftence  of  your  own  laws,  and  your  own  Ic- 
^flature.     Away  with  that  perfidious  cheat  and 
foul  doftrine,  which  teaches  you,  that  your  prof-- 
pcrity  cannot  be  attained,  through  mutualconfidence 
in  each  other.  Away  with  the  alarms  of  extinguilh- 
ments  and  exterminations,  of  Proteftant  tyranny 
and  Catholic  maffacre.     Let  the'm  fink  before  the 
united  exertions  of  all,  for  one  lafting  fabrick  of. 
Irifh  liberty,  and  Irilh  happinefs*     Let  the  Protef- 
tant fiiake  hands  with  the  Catholic,  and  let  them 
join  to  difappoint  a  faftion  which  fought  their  flavery 
by  their  difunion,*  and  its  own  aggrandizement  by 
their  ruin.     Let^theni  ftiow  the  world,  that  they 
can  forget  and  forgive ;  and  that  Iriih  liberty  is  the 
paramount  objcft  of  Irilh  Proteftants  and  Irilh  Ca-* 

tholics. 

Since 
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Since  the  foregoing  pages  were  written,  a  pujbU- 
cation  very  unexpcftedly,  appeared  entitled  A  fair 
reprefentation  of  thefrejent  poUtical  Jlate  of  Irdoful 
by  Patrick  Duigenan,  L.  L.  D.: — uncxpeftcdly, 
becaulc  it  was  conceived  impoffiblp  for  any  man  of 
fuch  reputed  talents  as  theDoftor's  to,  feitd  forth  ia- 
to  the,  world  a  fimilar  cocppendiiani  of  mifchieC 

The  obje<9:  of  the  follQwing  remarks  on  it,  is  to 
fupport  what  has  been  already  ilated  in  refpedt  to 
the  :emancipation  of  the  Catholics  i.  and  to  prevent^ 
if  poflTible,  the  obfolete  and  deluUve  dodrines  jnf 
the  learned  Doftor,  frorti  rendering  more  pernm-- 
nent  than  ever  the  caufe  of  all  our  misfcu-tMoeSj  viz* 
religious  diffenfioh.  .   y 

The  do6lor  argues  from  the  principles  contained 
in  the  decree  of  the  Council  of  Lateran ;  the  oatb 
which  every  Roman  Bilhop  is  obliged  to  take; 
the  repeated  rebellions  and  the  cruel  condufl:  of 
the  rebels,  and  the  condud  of  foreign  nationsto^ 
wards  Proteftants,  that  if  the  Irilh  Catholics  were 
cntrufted  with  power,  it  would  be  exerted  to  cxtcx-". 
minate  the  Irifli  Proteftants,  &c.  &c. 

He  then  fays^  by  admitting  Romanics  to  form 
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part  of  the  ibpretnr  leg^i^e  pcemr^  tStef  ivjll 
fubyerc  the  <^  Ppoceftant  eftablilhment  ia  Imiand 
fifx>m  the  foundatiioiiy  (27)," 

As  to  his<  ftri):  portion,  it  mu^  beallowisd  tluit 
die  fads  he  ftate^  are  all  true*  B«t  itisequd% 
clear  that  his  CoticiufKHi  is  falle. 

The  doAor  fome  years  ago  was  chsK^ed  with 
holding  knguage  that  would  have  become  a-pqliti* 
tician  of  the  17th  better  than  one  of  th6  i8rfl 
centtiry.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  chai^  wa^ 
wcH  founded,  for  notwirhftanding  the  mufiber  6f 
years  which  have  dapfed  fince  it  was  made,  th^ 
doftor  has  aftually  beconne  a  politician  of  the- .13  A 
century  and  as  if  tainted  Hirith  the  bigotry  of  that 
period  in  the»year  1799,  he  tells  the  wcnM  that^the 
Iriffi.  Catholics  fcek-  nothing  left  than  the  eitermt^ 
narion  of  alllfifli  Protcftantsi  bccaufc  the  extermi- 
nation of  heretics  is  riecomntended  by  the  Council  . 
ofJLateran  in  the  year  i!2i5.— ^Whcn  the  Councfl 
of  Lateran  made  this  decree,  the  CathoHc  reltgioii 
had  far  advanced  in  building  a*  fats-ic  ofimiverOi 
dominion  upon  the  fotrndation  ofimiverfal  ignoa. 
rapce,  unbounded  fupcrftition,  and  total  darknels. 
At  thcprcfent  tim«  when  Dr,  Duigcnan  undertakes 

to 


to  open  the  eyes  of  the  Ei^gHih  imrion,  and  to. 
teach  the  Irifti  ProtcftanJts  how  to  ta^e  qarp  pf . 
themftlves,  and  warn?  theih  bf  their  ^^^^g^r  ^7 
quoting  this  famous  decree^  the  Ca(hQli6  religion 
is  deftitute  of  a  rcprefencitivc  of  St.  Petpr,  has^ 
been  bahiihed  from  one  great  portion  of  Europe^ 
and  is  daily  finking  in  every  other,  before  the  light 
of  civilisation  and  eruditidh  Which  has  been  hourly. 
Jncreafuig  dtiring  the  five  centuries  which  fciy«» 
eflapfed  fince  the  e^ciftence  of  tl^  4th  Council  o£ 
X^teran. 

As  to  the  toadi  which  die  Romifh  Biihopp  ^o^ 
let  one  circumftance  be  remembered^  vi2^  t^n 
every  Proteftfflit  Ctergymah  fWears  that 'be  b*Kete» 
inthe^^artidlest    '        :  '^      . 

'  '     r   ■         '  .     .  > 

But\^  learned  do6l:pr  confides  chiefly  in  the 

arguments  ht  deduces  from  t^e  Irifh  rebeliiofis  and 

the  eondii^  of  the  rebels,  to  fupport  his  ientbneti»> 

'  anid  to  terHf^  l^s  Proteftant  Brethren  from  ptirftN 

11^  ttet  im  of  €ondii£t  wbkh  wiU  fajeft  promoee 

iJieir  iD*^  hajbpineft.44-Hd  fe^s^  page  5  a./*  The 

*«  EngSih  fettied  ih  itttfand  fcfafore  die  nrfbmwtioii, 

^  were' for- the  motS:  p^t:ai«^ay8  attaehed  uo  Bnjgt 

'^^  andr  dicy  4fepejKied:4^li*  fcn^Jtfi^ifor  ,<uf(|»^^ 

D  ^'  Aeon- 
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*^  A  conftant  war  was  kept  tip  between  the  EngiUh  : 
'*  and  fettlers  in  a  confiderable  diftrift  of  Ireland  . 
*^  called  the  Pale,  and  the  naRve  Irifh :  they  would 
*'  not  mix  or  intermarry  with  them.     The  native 
**Iri(h  and  thefe  Englifh  fettlers  and  their  defcen- 
^Mants,  though  inhabiting  that  part  of  Ireland  for 
*^  fome  centuries  before,  remained  two  diJHn£l  and 
^^  fefa^ate  nations  in  the  fame  ifland,  and  perfecut-. 
"  ihg  each  other  in  a  predatory  and  deftruftiver 
**  war  with  the  utmoft  rancour;  but  no  fooner  had^ 
**  the  reformation  been   introduced  into  Ireland,. 
«*  which  it  was  not  with  any  very  material  cffe6l:  till 
**  the  reign  of  King  James  the  firft,  than  the  na- 
*  tives  and  thefe  Engliih  fettlers  began  to  .unite  and 
•^forrn  alliances.     Their  mutual  enmity,  abated, 
^'  and  they  joined  in  a  rancorous  hatred  of  the 
^'  Englifti    nation,    and  hoftility  to  *  it  5    the   old 
*'  Engliih  fettlers  growing  as  inveterate  ^s.the  na- 
>*  tive  Irifti  aga^nft  the  nation   from  which  they 
**  Iprung,  joining  in:  all  the  Ichcjmes  for  fevering 
**  the  ifland  from  England  for  ever,   and  rendering^ 
**  it  an. independent. ftate.  :  Such  a  projeft  had  been 
^*  always  cherilhed  by  thcJ  -native  Irifli,  but  was  al- 
/*  ways  oppofed  by  the  Englifh  fettlers  till  after  the 
-  •/  rcfonriatibn.     From  fuch  a  confederacy^  cemcnt- 
f'jed.  by   bigotry,    fprung    Defmond^s    ana  Ty- 
•  "  rone's 
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15  rone's  jEebelllons  in  the. reign  af  Queen  Elizabeth, 
*'  The  horrible  rebellion  apd  maflacre  in  that  of 
*' Charles'^thc  firi^,  and  the  obftinate  deftruftiv-c 
1?^  rebellion  in  the  rei^n  of  William  and  Mary,  &c, 
*'  &c, .  In  ihort,  all  the  calamities  which,  for  the 
"  courfe  of  two  hundred  years  paft  and  upwards^ 
5'  have  overwhelmed  this  country,  in  the  catalogue 
."  of  which,  muft  be  included  the  late  rebellion,  and 
."  the*  murder  of  all  ^roteftants  who  fell  into  the 
"  haads  of  the  infurgents,  have  had  their  real  fourcc 
."  in  the  popery  ^jf.  par?  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
"  land/'r- — By  ,tbis  ftatement  in  the  firft  inftance 
we  fee  the  Iriih  at  ei^ilky  with  the  Englifh  fettlers 
who  were  attached  to  England.  We  next  fee  the 
reformation  introduced  into  Ireland.  We  then  fee 
the  Irilh  united  with  the  Englifli  fettlers,  and, then 
rebellions  and  maflacres— -that  is,  before  the  refor- 
mation, a  great  part  of  the  Catholic  inhabitants  of 
the  kingdom  were  attached  to  England.  After 
the  reformation,  this  part  joined  with  the  native 
Irifh  in  oppofing  her,  and  after  the  reformation  the 
rebellions  of  Tyrone,  Defn>ond,  &c.  fucceflively 
took  place — was  not  then  the  introdu6tion  of  the 
reformation  by  the  /doftor's  own  ftatement,  the 
caufe  of  the  hoftility  of  the  Englifh  fettlers,  the 
eaufe  of  thefe  rebellions,  and  "  the  real  Jour ce  of  all 
P  2  *'  tht 
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^*  the  calami fies  which,  for  the  cour/e  of  two  kun-^ 
^^  dred years  have  overwhelmed  this  unhappy  coun* 
^'  try  ?*•— It  may  be  true  that  the  Popery  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  have  endeavoured  to  fc-r 
paratc  this  country  from  England,  have  engaged  in 
Vebellicns,  and  have  maflacred  whole  thou&nds  of 
^roteftants.  But  if  no  luch  fafts  took  place  before 
the  reformation,  but  on  the  contrary  by  the 
doctor's  own  account  all  the  Englrlh  Catholic  fct- 
tlcrs  were  loyal  fubjeds,  and  proved  themfelves  to 
"be  fo  by  maintaining  the  kingdorti  for  their  mother 
country,  by  continually  hazarding  their  perfons  and 
'their  property  in  wars  with  the  nativc'lriih,  is  it  not 
evident,  that  it  was  the  reformation,  and  the  cir-^ 
'cumftances  attending  it^  which  mad.e  them  enemies 
to  England,  friends  with  thofe  they  had  oppofed, 
and  abettors  of  rebellions,  &c.  &c. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  had  ahy  other  religion 
*  been  the  religion  of  the  country  when  the  Englifli 
government  endeavoured  to  eftaWilh  the.  Proteftant 
religion,  that  it  might  have  been  efFefted  without 
attempts  at  feparation,  rebellions,  &c.  But  be- 
■  caufe  the  Englifh  government  thought  proper  to 
force  a  religion  on  the  inhabitants  of  a  kingdom 
againft  their  inclinations,  and  very  much  agaifrfl 

the 
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tike  pf tedptel'  of  their  own  reiigx)n>  can  t^e  eifSL 
t5<wi(equcnces    whicli: ^rofe    be    attributed   jviB3f 
to  the  «xtftenc«  of  tt^  origmal    reKgiotif  Buc  . 
tnuil  thi^  not  totaHy^  be  the  refiak  of  the  ir^dtdons 
at8e.mpt  to  febvcrjt  it  ?  Papticukrfy  when  it  is  racd- 
Icftcd  that  no  force,  no  art  and  no  indmidatioii 
iM&  tefCs  uncritd  in    order  to  compel    the    na- 
tion   to    receive  >  the    p.romifed     bqoa     wiudi 
wa$  offer<^   to  them. — The   introdudion  therc- 
-forc  df  refornuition    was  in  die  begirining,   ac^ 
ucording  to  I^r.  Duigei^iti^s   oiva  fiatement,  the 
&le  caiife  of  the  firft  attempcd  on  the  part  of  die 
'Engliih  fe^ttkrs  to  throw  off  their  .dcpehdance  on 
Engbuid;  and  the  adhering  to  that  fyftcmof  rr- 
formation,  aiid  the  violcjit  andunjuftiiiabie  mea&ires 
.  which  were  adopted  by  the  EngUlh  governmentia 
order  to  Jbring4t  about,  has  been  thecauft  of  dko& 
original  £ngli(h  fettle rs  adhemng  to  their  fy&eta 
'  c^  refinance  and  rebellion,  and  ^  th€  real  Jmrts 
•*  of  all  the  calamities  which  for  a  courfe  cf  twn 
^^' hundred  years  have   overwhelmed  this   unhappy 
*  *'  country.'*    Here  at  once  is  the  whole  fyftcm  of 
*!fee  learned  doftor's    reafoning  overthrown,     his 
.  grand  conciufion,  the  foundation  <^his  whole  fa- 
bric,  Ihcwn  to   be  falfe,  and  that  from  the  very 
'  pVemifes  made  ufe  of  to  fupport  ic^^aod  infieadi^f 
^  Popery 
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JPeperjr  bctng  the  caufe  of  our  misfortunes^  and  jJie 
extindion  of  it  being  necei&ry  to  remove  thodG^mis* 
fortunes>we  fee  ch^^meaiures  adopted  ti^.put  itdown> 
to  be  the  real  cauie  and  a  perie verance  in  thefe  mea- 
fures  the  certain  fource  of  every  public  calaniicy» 

But  the  learned  Do&or  is  j  riot  iatisBed  to  pro^ 

mote    his,dodrines   by  falfe  and  fbphiftical  rea-« 

ibning,  but  he  alfo  cndeavoyrsito  acquire  profelytes 

by  every  inftrunnent  of  ahrm  and  intimidanon-^ 

-and  this  he  does^  not  only  by  celling  us  that  if  we 

^  had  lived  in  13 15  we  fhou£j  have  been  exterminat- 

fcd;  that  if  we  had  lived  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary 

we  ihouki  have  been  burned,  that  if  we  had  lived 

.  in  the  year  1641  we  {hould  have  been  mailacred, 

but  alfo  by  faying-  "  in  moft  Roman  countries, 

"fuch  as  the  Church  deems  Hereticks,  or  evea, 

'^^/ufpeiis  of  being  {q,  arc  imprifoned  byccclefia- 

*<  ftical  officers  in  ccclcfiaftical  prifons,   and  th©y 

«^  arc  burned  by  temporal  officers  when  the  church 

««  pr6nounces  them  hereticks  irreclaimable,    and 

«  delivers  them  over  to  the  fcculararm,  &c^  &c/* 

The  objeA'Of  this  paffage  is  to  make  us  believe 

that  all  the.  prefcnt  Catholic  countries,   as  Spain, 

Portugal,  &c,  burn  all  hereticks,  and  therefore,  as 

Ireland  will  become  a  Catholic  country  after  the 

CatholioK 
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C^holics  are  emancipatedi  all  Irifli  Frotcftatiti,* 
being  hereticks,  will  be  burnt  aJfo^  This  language- 
can  only  be  made  ufc  erf  for  the  purpofe  of  terrify-' 
ing  the  ignorant !  For  it  is  :wcll  known  that  the* 
inquifitions  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  in  every* 
other  Catholic  country,  have  been  Ibpg  abbliflied  f 
that  the  Catholic  religion  by  meeting  with  no  re-' 
Mance  is  daily  lo£ng  ground ;  that  it  has  beerf 
nearly  annihilated  at  the  univerfities  in  Spain  and 
Portugal,  and  every  where  elfe  where^  erudition  h» 
advanced.  The  revolution  in  France,  the  con- 
queft  of  Italy  by  that  country,  and  .die  aftive  dif-^ 
fcmination  of  French  principles,  ha^  nearly  over* 
thrown  the  religion  of  Rome ;  and  if  itfurvivesia 
Ireland,  it  will,  m  that  kingdom  only  of  Europe  r 
and  that  in  confequencc  purely  of  the  rcfiftance- 
which  men  who  ad  on  fimilar  fentiments.  as  chofe 
of  the  learned  Doftor  have  gjven  and  continue  to 
give  to  it. 

Let  us  now  confider  the  fecohd  leading,  argu-. 
ment  contained  in  the  Fair  Reprefentation  of  the 
prefent  Political  State  of  Irelandy  viz:—*'  By  adr 
«  mitting  Romanifts  to  form  part  of  the  legiflative 
«^  power  of  the  ftate,  Aey  will,  fubvert  the  Pror 
«  tenant  eftitblilbmcnt  in  Ireland  from  thejoundar 

"tion/' 
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*f»Wm;*' — Dn  I>uigcn^fa  fays,  h  fupport  cf  cMr 
«rgummt.T-»-M  la  a  commercial  country, '  property^ 
••  U  .wntinwlly  changing  hands :  landed  ^ftates^ 
•^  whwt  there  is  no  rcftraint  of  dlicnacion,  chknge- 
•^  BBtfttts,.  aotyb  rapidly  as  pcrfonal  property^  but 
•'.thbugh'm  a  .flower,  yet  not  Ids  certain  prcgrcf- 
•• -fion::  in  the  courfe  of  trade,  the  induftrioiis  and 

•  diligmt  are  contihtially  emerpng  into  opulence  j 
^.landed  property  in  this  country  is  every  di(y:  at 
^  marlt«t>  and  by  purchafe  comes  to  the  pfoflSbffioS 
•^  of  the  fuiccefiiful  merchant,  mechanic^  and  iar^ 
•*mer:  htnce  if  in  Ireland  the  mafs  of  the  peo^ 
^  pir,  .that'isj  five  to  one,  be  Romaniils,  thoi^ 
^«-prftfent  the  bulfc  ^  the  property  of  the  na-» 

•  tion  be  in  the  hands  of  Proteftanits,  yct.lt  -will 
«^Mi:  infof  thcrtc'  of  ftomaniftsi  by  a  progrefliaa 
^  certain,  and,  confidering  the  alfedgtd  di%n6por* 
^  tion  of  numbers,  liot  nytry  floWi  SccJ.  If  then 
••they  be  admitted  to  fit  in  Parlianrfhe,*  they 
♦•  muft  at  a  period  not  very  diftant,  as  property 
•♦  ffrifts  to  their  fcsrfc,  be  the  r^fefentatimes  in 
*•  Parliament  of  all  th^  cowrties,  and  of  all  the 
••  i>cvroughs  diftmginflied  hy  the  timatk  bf  Pdtwalv 
••  ioping,  and  tjy  left  rapid  degrees,  ^  ail  or  moft 
•*  of  the  other  boroughs  4n  the  kingdom,  that  H^ 
••  they  wiii  in  a  fliort  lanac  eompoie  thd  wfaok,  t>r 
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^^  ax  leaft  a  Taft  m»j[oritjr  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
*' EftOM*  ,  Their  Peers  (at  prclent  indeed  very 
♦*  few)  will  fit  in  the  Houle  erf  Lords ;  fo  that  in 
**  our  fi^preme  lcgiJl?«ivc  body  tkey  will  form  onc^ 
"  and  infinitely  {he  .njQft  powerful  branchy  and 
**  have  a  confidtraHe  influence  in  the  fecond,  a^d 
"  will  have  power  fuffi<;ient  to  force  the  third  or 
*^  Regal  branch  to  a  qompliance  with  all  their 
^*  fchcnjcs,  and  oblige  it  to  fiU  all  the. gr.eai: offices 
*^  qf  the  State  with  Roraanifts,  and  introduce  ^s 
"  IBany  of  them  as  may  aaiount  to  a  majority  into 
*^  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  Hence  it  is  obvious^  4;hat 
",by  admitting  Romanifts  to  form  part  of  the  fu- 
*'  prcme  .legiilativ£j  power  of  the  State,  -they  will 
**  by  dqgrccs  fwallow  jup.the  whole,  awe  the  exe- 
"  cutivre.  into  their  meafures,  and  fubvcrt  the  Pro- 
"  tcil:aBt;€ftabli(hn;iC;nt  in  Ireland  from  the  founda-^ 
« tigya.*'  By  this  ftatcment  the  Doftor  lays  dowp 
:t3!vp  pofi^ions,  ift.  That  if  you  admit  the  Catho,- 
Jiics  to  fit  in  ParJiamQnt, ,  their  vpqwer  will.incrcafe 
very  %%  becaufe  they  will  rapidly  acquire  pro- 
perty—?d.  That  when  they  obtain  that  power  it 
-will  be  m^de  yfe  of  to/ubvert  the  Proteftant  efta- 
:bUft>ipent.— Thfjt  tlae  power  of  the  Catholics 
■wilLjncfjeafe  in  jpropor tion  as  they  amafs  property 
cannot  be  denied;  But  to  ftiew  that  they  will  not 
E  become 
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become  rapidly  wealthy,  it  wUl  be  only  nectSkrf 
to  confider  the  Dodor's  own  ftatcmcnts,  rc^>ca- 
ihg  the  opulence  and  numbers  of  the  Catholics  and 
Prqteftants.  And  to  prove  that  the  Catholics  will 
not  abufe  power  when  they  pofiefs  it,  it  will  only 
be  requifite  to  reflefl;^  upon  the  individual  intereftn 
of  every  man  who  poflcflcs  property  and  the  im- 
poflibility  of  a  part,  or  even  the  whole,  of  the 
Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons  being  able  to^controul 
the  will  of  the  Proteftant  Houfe  of  Peers,  a  Pro- 
tcftant  Monarch  and  a  large  body  of  Proteftant 
people. 

Dr.  Duigenan  ftates,  the  population  of  Ireland 
to  be  three  millions,  two  millions  Catholics  and 
one  million  Proteftants,  "  two  million?  of  the  inha- 
^'  bitants  are  fo  poor,  that  they  cannot  pay  a  yearly 
*^  tax  of  4d.  per  head,  without  the  greatcft  diftrcft. 
*'  Nine-tenths  of  thefe  are  Romanifts,''  (page  28) 
that  is  1 800,000  of  them  j  but  as  the  whole  body 
of  Catholics  amounts  to  but  2000,000,  it  appears 
that  only  200,000  of  them  are  above  the  very  low- 
eft  clafs  of  the  fociety — now  as  thefe  one  million 
Proteftants,  and  only  one- tenth  of  two  millions  of 
poor  amongft  them,  it  follows  that  there  are 
8oo,oco  in  a  flouriftiiiig  condition,  thefe  800,000 

>  pofleis 
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poflfefc  almoft  all  the  landed  and  pcrfonal  property 
of  the  kingdom.  According  to  the  DoAor,  they 
c^cceed  the  Ronianifts  in  wealth,  in  a  proportion  of 
forty  to  one,  (page  50)  How  then  can  it  be  main- 
tained, that  "property  will  fhift  into  hands  of  the 
*' Catholics,  in  a  progrcflion  mt  very  flow. ^\  la 
the  firft  place  the  Catholics  are  very  poor,  and 
therefore  Have  very  little  capital  to  trade  upon  |, 
and  are  therefore  unable  to  acquire  wealth  fudden-  ' 
ly*  In  the'  next  place  the  Proteftants  are  rich,  and 
therefore  nave  the  ready  means  of  becoming  much 
more  (o^  and  befides  that  they  are  very  induftrious 
— nBut  the  Doftor  in  his  pofition  concerning  the 
fhifting  of  property^  appears  to  believe  that  every 
guinea  which  a  Catholic  make3,  will  be  a  lofs  of  4 
guinea  and  a  diminution  of  the  capital  of  the  Pro- 
teftants. Whereas  it  is  felf-evident,  that  fince  the 
capital  of  the  nation  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Protef- 
tants, in  the  proportion  of  forty  to  one  5  every  Ca- 
tholic who  makes  a  guinea  for  himfclf,  will  make 
fomcthing  more  than  that  fum,  for  the  Prpteftant 
that  employs  him.  Heqce  ic  is  felf-evident  alfo, 
that  fpt  a  confiderable  time  the  Proteftants  will' 
tecome  daily  more  opulent  in  proportion  as  the' 
Catholics  do,  and  th^t  it  is  almoft  impoflible,  con* 
fidcring  the  fiiperior  wealth  and  induftrjr  of  the  Pro- 
E  5^       ^        •  teftahtt. 
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tcftants,  for  the  Catholips  though  in  numbers  in 
the  proportion  as  two  to  one,  even  to  equal  the 
Proteftants  in  wealth,  and  certainly  never  to  fur- 
pafs  them.  ... 

;  But  the'Dodor's  own  words  art  the  beft  dembn- 
ftration  of  his  own  error,  for  if  the  rich  Broteftants 
are  in  proportion  to  the  rich  Catholics  as  800,000 
to  200,000  or  four  to  one  and  the  quantity  of  pro- 
perty belonging .  to  the  forrner,  in  proportion  to 
that  belonging  to  the  latter  of  forty  to  one,  is  it 
not  on  tijie  face  of  the  flatement  fufliciently  mani- 
fcft,  that  the  aflertion  refpefting  the  fudden  fhifting 
of  property  is  unfounded — fo  that  in  ourfupreme 
legiflature  the  Catholics  will  not  form  one  and  in- 
finitely the  moft  powerful  branch,  nor  will  they 
have  a  confiderable  influence  in  the  fecondi  or 
power  fufEcicnt  to  force  the  third  or  regal  branch 
to  compliance  with  all  their  fchemes,  or  oblige  it  to 
fill  all  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate  with  Romanifts, 
and  introduce  as  many  of  them  as  may  ^amount  to 
a  majority  into  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  Hence  it  is 
obvious  by  the  author's  own  ftatement,  that  by  ad- 
mitting the  Romanifts  to  form  a  part  of  the  fupreme 
legiflative  power  of  the  ftate,  they  will  Jiot  by  de- 
grees fwallow  up  the  whole^  nor  awe  the  executive 
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into   their  mcafures,   nor  fubvert '  the  ^  Protcftant 
cftablifhment  of  Ireland  from  the  foundation* 

But  admitting  the  Doftor^s  affcrtioh  to  be  true 
rcfpefting  the  fliifting  of  property,  it  by  no  means 
foltows  that  the  power,  which  would  refult  from 
it  to  the  Catholics,  would  be  exerted!  in  fubver- 
ting  the  Proteftant  eftabTilhmcnt— TUe  Dodlor'fr 
zeal  makes  him  fly  over  centuries,  the  natures,  cir-» 
cumftances,  and  paticular  inclinations  of  nationsi 
and  individuals  without  the  imaikft  diicrimination* 
Kt  he  rcafons  from  the  exifting  feelings  of  man- 
kind five  centuries  ago,  to  (hew  that  they  are  the 
fame  at  the  prcfeht  momertt,  fo  in  thepreftnt  in* 
fiance,  he  makes  no  allowance  for  a  change  of  con- 
duft  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  .wticii  their  fitua- 
rion  will  be  completely  altered— From  the  Catho- 
fics  having  been  rebels  in  confequence  of  the  in* 
trodudion  of  the  reformation,  and  the  endeavours 
which  have  been  made  to  fubvert  their  religbn^ 
and  to  plunder  them  of  their  property-^The  leanv* 
ed  Doftor  draws  this  admirable  and  true  logical 
conclufion,  "  that  they  will  be  ten  times  more 
furious  rebels  when  all  attempts  to  fubvert  their 
religion  fhall  ceafe  5  when  their  property  fhall  be 
lecured  to  them ;  when  they  fhall  be  confided  in, 

and 
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and  not  miftruftcd,  when  they  ihall  be  treated 
with  attention  and  not  with  contempt. 

But  fince  the  poffcffion  of  property  by  the  Ca- 
tholics is  to  work  the  fubverfion  of  the  Prot^ftant 
cftablifliment,  let  us  calmly  confider  what  influence 
that  powerful  engine  has  over  mankind — Firft  we 
muft  fuppofc  complete  Catholic  emancipation  to 
take  place — Let  us  then  trace  the  progrefs  of  the 
Catholics  to  wealth,  and  the  effefts  it  will  produce 
upon  thcm-i— As  no  man  or  body  of  men  can  foe- 
ceed  in  induftrious  purfuits,  and  be'tempted  to  un- 
dertake them  if  his  country  is  difturbed,  it  is  mani^- 
fcft,   that,  the  Catholics,  in  their  progrefs  to  the 
acqtrifition  of  property,  will  be  intcteftcd  in  fecur- 
ing  general  peace  and  tranquillity.     They  can  only 
do  fo  by  a  ,ftri(5l  obfervance  of  the  laws  of  thcic 
coimtry,  and  a  ftcady  loyal  zeal  in  fupportihg  the 
conftitutlon  of  government  under  which  they  live. 
They  will  feel  and  know  that  by  revolutions  and 
Ftbellions,  ^^  the  progrefs  of  induftry  is  efFeclually 
«*  impeded.'*  (page  54)   They  will  therefore  be 
fettered  faft   to  loyalty,    in  proportion    as  they 
have  inclinations  to  be  induftrious,  and  zeal  to  be 
opulent  .and    powerful.     The  firft    confequence 
therefore?  pf  emancipation,  will  be  (taking  it  for 
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granted  that  the  Catholics  will  feck  for  power  to 
their  utmoft  abilities)  an  unremitting  exertioii  on 
their  part  to  maintain  national  tranquillity^  and  ^n^ 
crcafe  the  national  wealth  and  power.  . 

Let  us  now  fuppofe  that,  after  a  long  feries  of 
years  of  continued  indufbry;and  loyalty,  the  C^tho-^ 
Jics  (at  prefcnt  fo  very  poor)  are  poi^iTed  of  a  con- 
fidcrable  portion,  even  the  greateft  portion  of  the 
wealth  of  the  kingdom.  In  the  firft  place,  as  they 
can  only  have  procured  it  by  long  habits  of  peace 
and  good  conduct,  it  is  probable  that  thoie  habits 
will  have  become  fo  fixed  that  nothing  will  eafily 
remove  them — But  the  moft  material  circumflati* 
ces  to  be  attended  to>  on  their  part  of  the  fubjeft 
is  the  immediate  imprellions  and  inclinations  which 
confiderable  property  will  give  rife  to  in  the  breaft 
of  every  Catholic  *rho  has  obtained  it. 

Will  not  his  firft:  purfuit  in  life  .be  to  fccure  it  ? ' 
^though  the  learned  Doftor  may  affcrt  that^'heis 
**  bound  to  refift  the  laws,"  by  the  principles  of 
the  decree  of  the  council  of  Lateran,  and  of  his 
religion,  (page  31)  can  we  hefitate  in  determining 
that  of  the  alternative  -of  rcfiftancc  to  the  Jaws  and 
obedianc.i  to  them,  of  treafon  and  loyalty  he  wiU 
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•prdfcr  the  latter^-^its  property  tnuft  he  citlier 
Jamjed  or  pcrfonal.    If  pcrfonal  the  profits  be  dc- 
Tives  from  it,  muft  be  from  placing  it  in  the  funds 
or  putting  it  out  to  intereft.     Would  he  fubven 
the  Proteftant  eftabliflimcnt  which  upholds  the 
funds,  or  would  he  excrterminate  the  Protcftant 
-who  ^las  borrowed  his  .  money,  if  DoSt^r  Hufey 
was  to  quote  to  him  the  decree  of  the  council  of 
Lateral!  ? — If  he  pcxflcflcs  landed  property-^mufl: 
oiot  he  be  intruded  in  maintaining  that  external 
peace  and  due  (iibordination,  which  will  enable  his 
tenants  to  produce  the  largeft  crops  and  the  greateft 
•prices,  that  he  may  receive  ample  rent  J^-^wiU  he 
not  exert  himfelf  to  prevent  robberies  and  murdcrp,* 
infurrc&ions  •  and  .rebellions,  jnotwithftaoding  his 
neighbour  is  a  heretick  ?  Will  be  not  execute  the 
duties  of  a  magiftrate  or  meipber  of  Parliament  or 
officer  of  ftate,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  will  bcft  fc- 
fure  to  him  the  title  of  his  property  and  the  profits 
arifing  from  it. 

But  it  may  be  even  admitted  that  the  Catholics 
would  fpeedily  acquire  property  and  power,  and 
would  ufe  that  power  for  the  purpofe  of  fubv^erting 
the  Proteftant  eftablifhment,  and  IHll,  even  by  the 
Poor's  own  words  there  would  be  no  great^aei- 
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ger  to  be  apprehended  j  by  no  means  fo  gre^t  as 
there  is  under  the  prcfent  ftate,  of  Catholics. 

Allowing  the  doftrinc  and  fpirit  of  exterminati- 
on to  exift  among  the  Cathplics  after  emancipation. 
Allowing  even  a  majority  of  them  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons — ^As  majority  in  the  Houle  •  of  Lords  is 
not  to  be  expefted  as  a  thing  of  courfe.  It  can  ne- 
ver happen  without  a  Catholic  Monarch  fits  upon  . 
the  throne,  which  is  an  event ,  not  very  probar 
We. 

It  muft  be  pbferved  that  the  leaned  Dodor  in 
fpeaking  of  the  late  rebellion,  takes  great  pains  to 
prove  the  very,  great  power  of  the  Proteftants  in 
comparifon  with  the  Catholics—- That  he  infinuates 
that  they  are  equal  to  any  rebellion,  and  every  at- 
tempt of  the  Catholics  to  deftroy  them — But  when 
he  fpeaks  of  the  admiflion  of  the  Catholics  to  a  part 
of  the  Lcgiflature,  and  wiflics  to  frighten  the  Pro- 
teftants from  acquiefcjng  in  it— he  changes  his 
tone — never  mentions  a  fyllable  of  the  one  million 
of  rich  Proteftants,  the  militia,  and  yeomanry. 
The  power  of  the  Catholics  at  once  becomes  im- 
menfe.  In  one  page  it  encreafcs  from  almoft  no- 
thing, to  fuch  a  height  that  it  is  immediately  able 
to  controul  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  and  fub- 
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vert  the  Protcftant  ^ftablifhment.  The  one  miHi- 
on  -  of  rich  Proteftants,  the  militia  and  yeo- 
manry. 

The  magic  of  emancipation  will  at  once  difable  the 
Protcftants  who  have  for  two  centuries  fucccfsfuUy  >^ 
rcfifted  the  Catholics,  from  taking  any  future  a6livc 
ftep  for  their  own  prcfcrvation.    This  wonderful  ma- 
gic will  annihilate  all  Proteftant  loyalty  and  courage, 
and  make  Great  Britain  perfeAly  carclefs  whether  Ire- 
land is  governed  by  a  Catholic  Republic  dependant 
on  France,  or  by  a  Catholic  ^nd  Proteftant  Parlia-. 
ment,  fairly  reprefenting  the  nation,  and  preferving  ~, 
it  connefted  with  Great  Britain  by  /uch  an  Union 
as  will  maintaiii  freedom  and  happinefe  throughout 
the  empire. 
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S  P  E  E  C  H^ 


MY  LORDS, 

TN  yielding  to  the  defire,  which  it  is  natural 
"^  for  every  publick  nian  to  feel,  of  deliver- 
ing his  fentiments  on  this  great  queftion,  it 
could  not  be  my  intention,  at  any  period  q( 
the  difcuffioh,  to  cxhaufE,  or  even  to  touch 
on  all  the  many  and  various  points  of  this 
compirehenfiVe  fabjed:;  and  I  muft  be  yet 
lefs  difpofed  to  fuch  an  attempt  in  circum- 
fiances  fo  little  favourable  as  th6  prefent^  I 
inean,  after  the  talents,  the  learning  and  the 
eloquence  of  two  countries  have  preceded 
me,  and  have^  indeed,  left  little  for  fuch  as 
me  to  glean,  even  in  this  vafl  and  fertile  field. 
A  2  I  fhall. 


i  {hzU,  therefere,  confine  myielf  within 
t>ound8  better  fuited  to  my  own  capacity,  as 
well  as  to  the  meafure  of  indulgence  which  I 
can  have  any  pretentions  to  exped  from  your 
Lord(hips>  and  £hall  content  myielf  with 
jftating  as  clearly,  but  as  fhortly  as  I  am  able, 
a  few  thoughts  on  the  principal  and  leading 
topicks^  of  this  argument,  cfpecially  fuch  as 
have  made,  the  ftrongeft  imprefCon  on  my 
own  judgment,  and  have  had  the  greateft 
fhare  in  determining  the  opinion  I  pro&fs  in 
favour  of  the  propofcd  meafure. 

In  deliberating  on  this  qucftion,  the  firft 
propofition  which  feems  to  imprefs  itfelf  on 
every,  mind,  is  the  convenience,  amounting 
indeed  to  a  neceffity,  not  merely  for  the  ad- 
vantage and  benefit,  but  for  the  prefcrvation 
and  fccurity  of  both  countries,  that  there 
jQsould  fubfift  between  Great  firitain  and  Ire-- 
land,  a  clofe  and  intimate  conneici^  of  one 
defcription  or  other.  The  moft  difadvantage- 
ou3  fituation  in  which  either  country  can  be 
placed,  is  that  of  total  difconnexion.  Indeed 
when  I  lay  difadvantageous,  L  certainly  fpeak 
too  feebly-  I  mean  that  this^  condition  would 
expofe  both  countries  to- the  gre^iteft  quantity 
«nd  ta«iety  of  evil,  andoppofe  the  moft  in- 
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farmouivtd>l^  barriers  to  nxtiond  improvt^ 
ment  and  profperity  of  any  that  can  bt  kna*' 
gined..    Fundamental  as  this  propofition  will 
be  found  in  the  argument,    iti^  neverthelelk  , 
one  on  which  it  is.unneceffary  to  dwell  long,  I 
find  it,  in  the  firft  place,    conceded  t)n  all 
hands,  and  I  think  tnyfelf  entitled  to  claitii 
on  tbis  point  a  general  or  rather  univerfal 
aflent.     For  I  preftime  it  will  hardly  be  re- 
quired of.  me,    that  I  flioifld  condefcend  to 
treat  as  4in  exception,  worthy  of  notice,  the 
opinions  of  thofe  who  calL  themfelvtes  United 
Iriflimen,  or  of  thofe  other  wretched  men, 
whom  the  vigilance  of  Government  and  of 
Parliament,  has  lately  expofed  to  the  fcorn  and 
execration  of  a  country  which  they  difgrace, 
^undcr  the  title  of  United  Engliflintien*    Thefe 
men  may  call  themfelves  by  what  names  they 
plcafe.  United  Iri(h,  or  United  Englifti,     In. 
my  language  they  can  be  known*  only  by  the 
appellation  of  French  Irifli,  French  EngViQi. 
They  are  merely  partizans  of  the  ancient  and 
inveterate  enemy  of  their  country.  '  They  are 
wedded  to  fhe  interefts  of  that  enemy,  andcn- 
-liftjed  under  his  ftandard.     They  are  confede- 
rates in  every  defperate  and  wicked  prrtjed:  of 
a  foreign  ftate,  for  the  ilibjugation  and  ruin  of 
"their  nativeknd,-  and  their  opinious  are  entitled 
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precifcly  to  the  fame  degree  of  dcfcrencei  that 
we  ihould  pay  to  the  fentimcnts  or  wifhes  of 
the  French  Dircdlory  itfelf,  on  a  qiieflion  of 
Britifh  intereft.  I  am,  indeed,  forry  to  learn^ 
that  thefe  extremes  either  of  delufion  or  cor- 
ruption, (hould  exift  in  a  fingle^nftance  with* 
in  the  limits  of  this  ifland :  but  fince  fuch  men 
are,  I  cannot  but  obferve  with  fatisi^dtioa 
their  hoftility  to  every  fpecies  of  connexion 
between  Great  Britain  and  Irelapd,  and  moft 
of  all  to  that  beft  and  moft  perfe(3:  connexion 
which  is  now  in  contemplation.  For  when  I 
learn  from  France,  and  her  worthy  Iriih  and 
Englifh  aflbciates,  that  the  prefcnt  Union  be- 
tween England  and  Scotland  ftands  in  the  way 
of  their  fraternal  views  towards  Great  Britain, 
and  that  the  union  with  Ireland  is  a  death's 
blow  to  their  hopes  of  annihilating  the  Bri- 
tifh empire,  I  cannot, but  accept  this  tefti- 
mony  of  the  enemy,  as  the  ftrongeft  and  beft 
confirmation  of  the  favour  which  I  profefs, 
towards  the  meafure  which  they  oppofe^  But 
I  fhall  not  be  expecied  to  argue  with  this  kind 
of  adverfary.  We  are  engaged  with  them  in 
a  different  fort  of  controverfy,  and  it  is  the 
ultima  riitio  alone  that  can  fettle  the  debate 
between  ps.  With  this  exception,  however, 
the  neceffity  of  connexion  is  not  only  admit- 
ted. 


tcd>   But  warmly  aflerted  by  all  thofe  who 
vjiavc  taken  a  part  in  the  debate  on  this  quef- 
tion   of  Union,     whether   their  judgments 
have  been  favourable  or  adverfe  to  the  rpea- 
fure;  and  your  LordAhips  know  that  there  is 
no   defcription   of    perfons    ^^'ho  have  been 
more  earneft  to  difclaim  and  abjure  the  cha- 
raftef  of  what  is  called  feparatifi,  than  thofe 
who  have  oppofed  the  Union  in  Ireland,    or 
in  this  country. 

But  if  it  were  not  admitted,  this  propofi- 
tion  is  too  obvious  to  require  much  argument 
to  prove  it.     A  glance  on  the  map,  and  a  mo-c 
medt's  refleftion  will  fatisfy  us,  that  the  af- 
fairs and  interefts  of  thefe  two  fifter  iflands  are 
too  much  the  fame,  in  too  many  points  of  do- 
meftic  and  foreign  concern,    not  to  aflbciate 
them  neceflarily  in  the  dangers  and  bufiqefs  of 
war,  and  in  the  occupations  and  purfuits  of 
peace.     Let  us  fuppofe  any  oqc  brought  frorii 
ianother  hemifphere,  totally  unjicquainted,  not 
only  with  the  hiftory  and  concerns,  but  even 
with  the  fliape  and  form  of  this  quarter  of  the 
globe,  before  whom  a  map  of  Europe  (hpuld 
be  laid  for  the  firft  timej  and  let  fuch  a  man 
be  required  to  conjecture  the  diftribution  of 
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the  different  coufttries  tinder  ht9  eye/  Into 
their  refpeftive  ftates  and  governments; 
Whatever  his  opinion  might  be  concerning 
other  portions  of  Europe,  I  am  perfua4<(d  va 
ihould  all  anticipate  his  conlSdent  jtidgtuentv 
that  the  Britifh  liles,  at  leail,  &>rtxitd  one 
ftate.  Let  us,  ineffe^,  cail  ourowni^y^^ 
nn  initant  on  this  map — we  (hall  fee  tk^frtiiio 
iflands  not  merely  contiguQus,  but  lyjog  a«i* 
were  in  the  very  bofom  andeipbrace^  crfcadb 
other — we  fhall  obferve,  not  only  their  mu- 
tual vicinity,  but  their  infulation,  and  their 
infulation  together^  from  the  reft  of  Europe* 
we  fhall  fee  their  relative  pofition  with  regard 
to  each  other  and  to  every  other  part  of  the 
world,  and  eipecially  their  reciprocal  depend-* 
ence,  for  a  fecure  an4  undifturbed  navigational 
in  a  great  part  of  the  circumference  of  bptht 
Tbefe  and  a  thoufand  other  obvious  particu-ip 
la rs,   which  I  do  not  enurnerate  merely  to 

x^  avoid  abufing  your '  indulgence  with  confide- 
rations  familiar  to  us  all,  muft  conyiricc  us, 
that  in  a  ft  ate  of  total  political  feparation, 

/  there  could'  hardly  be  a  fingle  tranfacStion,   , 
or  an  inftant  of  their  exiftence,    in  which 
thefe  two  countries  would  not  be  rivals,  and 
if  rivals,  enemies.     It  is  eafy  to  conceive  the 
enhanced  and   aggravated   ftate   of    warfare 
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wag«;d  in  this  ma^iiter  betw€^  cpipijQtpes  ppf^ 
feifingeach,  ia  a  g^ieater  degnee,  the  means 
ofpffence:.  aiad  in  a  lefs  degi;^,  tlstofc  of  de- 
fence, th^qi  Jn  9ny  other  pdgWe  fituatim. 
V\re  Ih^U  alfo  tecpllea,  thatifome  ofthefe 
co\»citxi^3  fhould  be  cp^^^gpA  19  wax  with,  a 
third*  as  Great  ]5ntain  with  Fr^pqei  jJie  other 
wpi^ld  prefent  adv^nt^ges  to  thp  eppmy  which 
it  could  ixQt  Qthj8x.wife  pp^cfe  j  and  it  y^'Al  aot 
be  difiiqilt  to  foreleg,  that  in  a  ^ate  pf  fej^-* 
lation,  the  mi;itual  jpa^afy  a^d  habitujil  aim^ 
moiity  li^ejy  to  preyail  hetween  the  pdgji'- 
hours,  ai^ed  hy  the  intrigues  ajad  impoi^ftity 
of  the  euemy,  y^ill  in  aU  pfotteWJity  draw  the 
neutral  iiland  intp  adii^of  indkedp^tj/ci- 
pation  in  thefe  l^ilities.  Th^  ^ijii  th^fe 
two  cpuntries^  inAead  of  pontribmingtQc^ 
other's  cpmfortvfecurity  and  gr;c3tnefs,?y9  they 
might  dp  uijder  Si  yyifej;  and  j^pper  fyftein, 
only  harrafs,  ejrifeeble,  ,ac^  f n^^agejr  cai^h 
other,  juft  in  proportipiji  to  tj^ir  ijsii^edive 
means  and«xefoucces,  e^^hauAit^t^^^Qt:!!^! 
attention  ^^ind^qetgy,  ^^hCT.i|^l^Jyf4;chingand 
lepreffing  each  other,  th^n  ii^  r<?|Hsllir)ig  cfm- 
mpii  dai;^er,  piomotingqauoik^^  jntereAs,  or 
exalting  their  common  g^e^tQej(s  aijid  glory. 
Sijch  a  condition,  in^a.word,  diilurbs  the  tran* 
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quitlity  of  peace,  andfhortens  its  d.uration^ 
while  it  multiplies  a  thou  fa  nd  fold,  the  perils 
and  evils  of  war.  It  is  manifeft  that  the  fmal- 
ler  and^  weaker  country  of  the  two,  muft  ex- 
.  pericQcethefedifad vantages  yet  more.fendbly- 
than  its  powerful  neighbour.  In  its  differ- 
ences with  the  other,  if  the  aid  and  alliance 
of  a  third  power  be  fought,  that  fervice  muft 
be  purchafed  by  fome  confidcration  or  other  ; 
and  we  are  taught,  by  reafonaswellashiftory 
the  fort  of  price  that  is  paid  by  an  inferior,  for 
the  proud  and  poHtic  protcdion  of  a  power- 
ful ftate.  As  the  9omparatively  feeble  and 
poor  cannot  difcharge  iuch  a  debt  in  pofitive 
force  and  wealth,  it  muft  give  what  it  has,  and 
pay  its  quota  in  generM  fubferviency,  that  is 
tofay,  in  a  bafe  and  habitual  dependence,  lit- 
tle f&ort,  either  in  degradation  or  ruin,  ofpo- 
fitive^  f^bjjedlion.  It  appears,  in  fine„  to  me, 
that  a  fiiialler  country,  fituated'  betweert  twcK 
great  rivals;  as  Ireland  is,  can  hardly  hope  for 
an  interval  of  tranquillity,  fecurity  or  dignity- 
Dignity  may  at  once  be  put  out  of  the  quef- 
ti6n,  for  havii^^oi  no  real  and  pdfitive  force  to 
fupport  it,  fucli^country  muft  live,  from  day  to 
day,  by  intrigue,  the  moft  degrading  fpecies  of 
policy,  and  that  which  it  feeras  the  moft  im- 
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poflibic  to.recbhcile  with  any  fenlb  of  national 
pride  or  honour.  Itcanaslittle  look  Fortran-. 
<juillity  or  fecurity  ;  for  befidcs  its  own  quar* 
rels,the  caufes  of  which  are  inanitely  multi- 
plied, in  a  feparate  ftate,  by  that  very.vicinity 
which  might,  otherwife,  extinguifh  them  ;  be 
fides,  I  fay;  its  own  quarrels,  it  will  be  dragged 
perpetually  into  thofe  of  both  its  neighbours, 
and  will  indeed  generally  find  itfelf  the  bone 
of  contention,  to  be  worried  by  both,  and  to 
endure  therefore  that  double  fcoiirge.  tha  t  com- 
plicated defolatioTi  and  ruiiio  which  fall  bn 
thofe  unhappy  coutitTies  that  arc  themfelves 
the  theatre  of  wars,  in  which,  perhaps,  they 
have  no  intereft,  or  none  other  than  that  of 
being  themfelves  the  prize  to  be  fought  for 
and  deftined  to  reward  the  conqueror*  or  pur- 
chafe  the  peace  of  the  vanquifhed.  We  (hall 
perceive*  on  the  other  hand,  with  the  fame  fa- 
cility arid  with  greater  fatisfadion,  theinduce- 
ments  and  advantages  of  connexion,  by  which 
the  refources  of  the  one,  inftead  of  being  to  be 
fubftraded  from  thofe  of  the  other,  flow  rath^er 
into  a  general  ftock,  out  6f  which,  as  from  a 
common  heart,  ftrength  and  profperity  may 
circulate  to  the  remoteft  extremities  of  both, 
and  the  right  arm  of  the  empire  Benourilhed 

B  2  and 
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ind^ftilied,  Witiurat  inrpoveridung  or  ^tli- 
^ihgtbe  Wft.  But  1  will  not  in^t  on  this 
cbttctdtd  poimt,  aiKl  ihall  sfTame  ii  as  ^  thing- 
pf&ted  foi/  gt^ted,  th^t  oditqexiorn  i$  necef- 
i^ry  f<3ff  the  mtrttml  fectfrity  iqd  lijtppin^fs  df 
^ieatSiHaiaandlrelailyd.  ^ 

The  )^t>eftion.  then  arlies,  on  tly  beft  and 
meft  ^HgibflOiiiQcie,  o.r  fo^inof  th^tccjenQeiuCm. 

On  this  poiiit  alfo  I  have  a  fettled  opiniofl^ 
^hiqh  I  cqnfido:  as  a  maia  and  principal 
tinge  of  this  argument.  I  wifh,  indeed^  to^ 
ftate  and  to  argue  it,  in  the  fijA  inftancc,  a^  & 
general  propolition,  but  if  it  ^e  proved,  andt 
jpiade  Qxit  fat^iadorily  in  that  form,  it  feeros 
decifive  on  that  particular  queftiqn*  ^nd  will 
cftablilh,  qn  principle  and  reafoii,  the  fame 
(:onclufion,  to  whiqh  our  judgment  may  have 
been  led  on  mo.re  practical  grciunds.  The  pjro- 
pofi'tion  then  is  this,  that  when  two  co^ntrieft 
are  fo  circumftanc^d  as  mutually  to  i:cquin> 
connexion,  the  only  mode  of  eannei^oni  which 
^an  perfedly  rejqiovjp  the  evil?  of  fej^ratioo^ 
^nd  fully  tonfer  the  benefit  of  union,  is  a  per- 
ied  identity  and  incorporation  of  their  goyeim-. 
ments«  All  other  relations  of  a  acMre  partial 


9aA  Iniptlf^e^  hitarHy  are  fuk^^S  fo  many  in- 

ponVfeiii^ntes  whilft  tbfev  fubfifl,  and  are  bc- 

3d^s  of  limited  duratidn.  By  Umited,  i  da  not 

iftean  merely  pfeoariotis.    1  cdnfid«' their  ex- 

pfttatlon  flMinefelyas  poffiblp  or  probable,  bot 

as  certain  ;  and  befides  thp  perpetual  andfcft- 

J(§ft  ftruggtfes,  Whieh  are  for  ever  vexing  tbefe 

^pOfifentiotis  relations  while  the/kft,  they  ap-" 

jf6att  tb  ftleto  pOHfefsthrtfondatn^ntalaridcha- 

raia^riftic  vice  ;  J  mean  that  of  tending  gra- 

jdtially,  and  though  perhaps  riot  always  rapidly, 

y6tcertdinlyandinevitabiy,by  the  Very  lajV  of 

thfeir  tQnftitvitl6[f\  and  nature,   to  a  total  ex- 

tipfliOh  aqd  diffolution.  Nations,  then,  con- 

liesdled  id  t^is  matinei',  wiU  n^ceffarily  arrive, 

at  one  period  ot  other,  at  the  alternative  of 

fepikratioq,  tpward?  which  they  naturally  tend* 

ifivolying,  probably,  muttial  and  perpetual 

lioftili  ty  ,"Qr  that  perfed  inporporatiofl  and  smi* 

ty,  which  is  produQive  not  only  of  all  the 

l>leiHiigs  of  internal  tranqqillity,  bvit  of  all  the 

advantages,  both  ih  ftrength  and  prafperity^ 

yrhich  il^ow  from  the  union  of  their,  joint  re- 

fOurces,  and  which  ^.te  encrealed,  by  combir 

nation,  far  beyond  the  ^ple  addition  to  their 

amount.       ■.       ■     '  ' 

'  T^^  %h  are  the  properties  and  defeds  of 

thefc 
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thefe  imprrfed  connexions,we  (hall  eafily  fa- 
tisfy  ourfelve3,by  a  very  Ihortandcurfory  view 
of  one  or  two  of  the  principal  relations  of  that 
defcription,  and  I  (hall  begin  with  that  which 
I  conceive  to  ftand  firft,  alfo,  in  chronological 
order— rl  mean  conqueft.  Fori  believe  it  will 
generally  be  found,  when  two  countries  are. 
fituated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  invite,  by  their  * 
local pofitions,  a  connexion  between  their  go- 
vernments, the  iltonger  of  thq  two,  or  that 
which  is  firft  enabled  by  an  earlier  civilization, 
and  fuperiol:  population,  to  aim  at  forejgii  en- 
terprife,  will  attempt  the  conqueft  of  the 
other,  and  if  the  attempt  fucceeds,  that  mode 
of  relatioii  is  eftabljftipd  between  them,  which 
I  am  now  treating  of.  Conqueft  may,  indeed, 
in  one  fenfft,  be  underftpod  to  exprefsonly  the 
-  means  employed  for  uniting  them  under  one 
government,  pr  bringing  them  together,  and 
in  that  acceptation,  conqueft  may,  no  doubt,, 
lead  to  any  mode  of  connexion,  and;  amongft. 
the  reft,  may  tend  at  once  to  that  which  is  th^ 
moft  perfed  and  the  beft.  Of  this,  indeed,, 
hiftory  willfurniflbexamples,though,  I  believe^, 
not  frequent  J  for  war  i^  but  a  rough  courtfliip,. 
and  violence  cannot  be  expeded,  in  all  cafes^ 
to  procure  fo  happy  an  union  as  that  which,  at 
once,  incorporated  the  Roman  and  theSabino 

people^ 
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people.  Atprefent,  however,  I  ufe  the  word 
conqueftto  exprefs,  not  the  means  or  inftril- 
ment  of  ueIoi^,  but  the  rebtion  which  is  the 
confequence  of  vidory,  and  which  fubfifts  af- 
ter it-     In  other  words,  I  mean  that  dominion 
which  is  exercifed  by  the  conqueror  on  thetitle 
ofconqueft,  while  the  countries  continue  dif- 
tind  ;  or  that  fpvereignty,  which  beingfound- 
ed  by  the  fword,  is  meafured  by  the  power  of 
enforcing  it,  on  one  hand,  and  the  inability  to 
refift,  on  the  other.     In  comparing,  as  we  are 
nowdoing,theadvantages  and  difad vantages  of 
the  different  kinds  of  connexion  between  na- 
tions, we  may,  no  doubt,  difmifs  at  once  from 
the  argument  the  confideration  of  conquejit ; 
for  I  prefume  we  Ihall  agree  that  this  is   th6 
worft  of  all.  It  is,  indeed,  the  moft  wretched 
condition  of  humari  llavery.  The  relation  of 
,  mailer  and  fervant,  or  e  ven  of  mafter  and  flave, 
amongft  individuals,  or  of  fovereign  and  fubje£l 
amongft  the  members  of  one  commonwealth, 
even  under  the  moft  defpotick  forms  of  go- 
vernment, may  be  conceived  to  produce,  at 
leaft  in  fome  inftances,  or  in  fome  degree,  a 
mutual  benefit  and  convenience.  But  it  !s  not 
fo  amongft  nations.   A  mafter  nation  will,  I 
think,  generally  be  found  a  tyrant,  and  a  fab- 
jedt  nation  is  generally  a  Have.  The  fubmiffion 

and 
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«ifd  e!bedieatiie  ^the  one  does  net  jtarcfaxTe 
j>roted|on  or  ^iodoef^,  and  the  authority  of 
the  father  yields  little  profit.     The  dominion 
of  mere  conq^eft,  m  a  word,  confere  on  the 
fovereign  but  ^  barren  fcjejptre  and  a  crown 
of  thorns  ;  and  veiy  fit  k  flistuid  be  £6.    Yet 
under  all  thefe  difeouj^gemeats  it  will  gene- 
rally be  found,  that  a  ftnong  &nf«  of  the  evils 
attending  fe^ratjion^  fkimvikted  pezhapa  bf 
that  pafiion,  I  mean  aRibifeion,  which  &em$ 
to  a(f)uate  all  governinents^  or  tho&  who  ad- 
minifter   thero,    will  induce   the  ftrongcr 
power  to  Ijefik  connexion  by  that  £x>ucfe,  uu- 
|efs|«3ecluded,by  theeftafelifhment  of  fooio 
better  or  left  obje^ionafcle  mode  of  relation. 

.  AiDoogft  thcfe  I  %U  M^t  rpe.»k  of  fedccstl 
conacxion,  and  I.amthe  mom  ii^dined  to  fay 
«  few  words  on  th^t  fubjc^,  as  I  have  under?* 
Xtood  that,  in  tfep  variety  of  opinions  qntertaiih* 
cd  on  this  qv^eftion  of  Union  3withlr^la|jd»feiiic 
havcbeeo  fwppQfed  to  lean  towards  ^  conneky 
ion  of  that  nature.  I  cdnfeijj^  ho]wcver,  that  I 
Cian  find  nothing  in  that  sagKje  qf  r^l^tipn  to 
reqomioend  it  j  and  every  jthing  we  kjbow  of 
inch  conJ^qracies  facips  to  prove  tbiero^  m 
th«  fiirft  place,  inadequate  to  the  purpofess  of 

union, 
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tinioft,' andyin  the  next  pkce,  of  very  preca- 
rious duration.  The  ftindaifaental  vice  of  thcfe 
federal  conftittttions  feertis  to  be,  that  pro* 
feffing  to  provide  only  for  fome  common  in- 
terefts^  they  not  only  leave,  but  it  is,  in  fome 
ix)rt,  their  l*pirit  to  eftabliih,  a  diftindnefs,  and 
even  an  oppofition  of  intercfts  on  all  or  many 
other  points.  Speaking  of  national  interefts^ 
I  believe  it  will  be  fafe  to  confider  diftindncfs 
as  in  general  but  a  convertible  term  for  oppo- 
fition J  and  the  different  parts  of  a  federal 
linion  are,  I  think,  generally  to  be  accounted 
rivals  in  refped  of  all  in  which  they  arc  dif- 
tind.  Their  oppofition  i^  indeed  not  limited 
even  by  that  principle,  but  extends  often  to 
the  very  cafus  fcederis\  I  mean  to  thofe  con- 
cerns whicli  arc  common,  and  the  general  in- 
toreft  in  which  is  meant  to  be  provided  for  by 
the  conditions  and  obligations  of  the  union. 
It  muft  be  obferved  by  every  one  who  reads 
the  hiftory  of  fuch  governments,  that  in 
the  interpretation  and  performance  of  their 
federal  engagements,  the  parties  generally  acS 
in  a  fpirit  of  rival  and  adverfe  contention. 
The  paffions  of  the  multitude  fccm  to  flow 
natoirally  in  that  courfe  j  and  the  narrow  ge- 
nius of  thofe  why  will  ofien  have  the  lead  in 

C  the 
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tlie  difcordant  counfels  of  fuch  dates,  feemS" 
prone  enough  to  fall  in  with  this  popular  hu^ 
mour.       We  (hall  frequently  obferve  then> 
more  occupied  in  the  internal  jealoufies  aaid 
competitions  of  tlie  eonfederate  flates^  than- 
in  pron>oting>  the  coniilion  caufe  ;  andefpe- 
cially  in^moments  of  common  danger  and  ex- 
ertion, they  will  often  difcover  k  greater  ap- 
prehenfion  of  contributing  a  grain  too  much 
in  the  federal  fcale,.than  a-grain  too  little  for 
the  fuccefs-of  that  objedt*^  which  is  the  only  ra-- 
tional  niotiva  for  exertion  at  allThey  are,  in 
a  word,  more  afraid  ofgivingfome  paltry  ad- 
vantage to  a  friend. and  affociate,  than  folicit- 
eus  to  defeat  the  comnaon  eriemv,  or  to  pro- 
vide for  common  fafety^     Irrational  as  this- 
condud  is,  I  may  appeal  tbobfervation  and 
liiftory  for  the  exiftence  as  well  as  for  the  fa-^ 
tal  efFeds  of  this  mania,  both  in   federal  go- 
vernments, and  in  the  loofer  and   yet   more 
temporary  and'  occaflonaL  confederacies  of 
mere  allies.  We  have  ourfelves  lived  in  a  ve- 
ry eventful   penod,  and  have  had  but  too 
large  an  experience  in   revolutions   of  every 
fort.     We  have,  amorigft  others,  witneffed 
the  recent  downfal  of  a, great  federal  go  vera*' 
ment  J  I  mean  the  United   Provinces  :  and 
Tcertainly  agriee  with  what  I  underftood  to  be 

the 


^he  rentiment  of  a  noble  Lord  who  opened  thus 
'^Ifcuflion  on  a  former  day,  in  thinking  that  thr 
Cudden  ^nd  rapid  overthrow  of  that  govern- 
?ment,and  the  degradingxuin  andllavery  into 
which  that  cislebratcd  people  hasbeen  plunged 
^almoft  without  a  ftruggle,  m^y  be  traced  to  the 
;-very  vice  and  defedln  the  conftitutjon  of  fuch 
governments  which  I  have  pft  defcribed.  It 
is  furely  reafonable  tb  doubt,  whether  a  more 
tprompt  and  combined  application  of  the  re- 
fources  which  that  country  poffeffed,  than,  it 
ieems,  the  dirt;in(flnQrs  and  contrariety  of  its 
parts  a^dmitted  of,  might  not  have  averted,  at 
leaft  the  eafy  and  inglorious  conqueft  of.  a 
country,  whofe  accidentd  aad  temporary  uni- 
on under  the  isxtraorcfinary  talents  of  the  great 
Prince  of  Orange,  was  able  firit  to  defy;  and 
then  to  humble  and  defeatFrance,in  the  jile- 
nitiide  of  Louis  fhe  Fourteenth's  power  and 
greatnefs.  I  fhalhprobaihly  aqt  differ  with 
many-ofydur  Lordfhips  iri  afcribing,  at  leaft 
in  part,  to  the  fame  caufe,  the  fudden  calami- 
ties which  have  overwhelined  another  brave 
r         ^    ■       ■  ■'  .    ■        ^ 

and  refpe^able  people,  I  mean  the  Swifs  can- 
tons^ with  a  rapidity  and  eafc,  which  can  be 
accounted  for  only  on  that  principle.  And  I 
cannot  fopprefs  fome  apprehenfion  that   we 
jmay  yet  have  to  lanient,  even  in  our  own  day,    . 

C  3  the 
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the  diflblution  of  the  grandcft  confederacy 
which  the  world  ever  knew,  the  integrity  of 
which  has  already  been  too  much  broken  not 
to  excite  anxiety  and  alarm  for  the  iffuc,  a^nd 
on  the  ftability  of  which,  however,  not  only 
refts  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  thofc  ex).enii  ve 
territories,  and  of  themany  nations  wbichhave 
hitherto  found  fecurity  and  flielter  under  that 
great  union,  but  I  may  fay,  perhaps,  on  which 
the  independence  and  liberty  of  the  whole  of 
Europe,  and  a  great  proportion  of  the  other 
three  quarters  of  the  globe,  may  effentially 
and  eventually  depoBd*  1  fpeafc,  my  Lords, 
of  the  Germanic  body  itfelf.  But  I  will  dwell 
no  longeron  thefeunpleafant  topics,  not  im- 
Thediately  applicable  to  the  queftion  of  the 
ay,  and  haften  to  the  confideration  of  that 
fpecies  ^f  relation  which  is  the  proper  fubjedt 
of  your  prefent  deliberation;  I  mean  that 
which  now  fubfifts  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,,  and  which  did  fubfift  between, 
England  and  Scotland  before  the  Union.^^ 

I  am  to  fpeak  now  of  thofe  connexidna 
which  confift,  in  fome  circumftance  of  iden-    ^^^----^ 
tity,  in  the  municipal  conftitutions  of  tne 
two  countries  J  that  is  to  faj,  in  having  fome 

part; 
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parf  or*  membe^r  of  their  governments  the 
fame,  with  a  diftindnefs  and  Teparate  inde-^ 
pendence  in  all  the  reft,  Such  is  that  of  one 
King  or  Executive  Power,  with  feparate  lo- 
giflatures  j  and  of  this  particular  form  of 
connexion  we  have  Undoubtedly  had  moft 
experience  in  this  empire,  and  can  therefore 
fpeak  of  it  with  the  beft  information  and 
knowledge.  I  might,  no  doubt,  fafely  appeal, 
at  once,  tp  that  very  experience,  for  the  infuf- 
ficiency  of  fuch^a  bond,  to  a^oid  the  evils  of 
diftind  exiftence,,  or  to  confer,  \n  peace  or 
wgr,  the  full  benefits  of  connexion.  But  I 
wifh,  firfb,  to  fay  a  few  vvprds  to  what  may 
be  confidered  as  the  principle  5  that  i$  to  fay^ 
to  enquire  what  are  the  circumftanees"  from 
which  the  evils  of  thefe  partial  relations  may 
be  thoiight  to  flow  j  and  above  all,  what  is 
the  true  caufe  of  that  natural  and  conftant 
tendency  in  fuCh  governments,  to  weaken  and 
diminifh  the  bonds  of  conxiexion,  till  it  be- 
comS^Httle  more  than  nominal,  and  remains, 
perhaps,  only  .perceptible  in  the  ftruggles  and 
convulfions  of  its  diflblution. 


The  firft  defed,  theo,  which  I  remark  in  this, 
niodeof  imperfed  connexion, is  fimilar,lor  per- 
haps I  may  fay,  precifely  the  fanie,  with  that 

'  •'  which 
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^Kvhlch  I  have  already  obfervcd  npon,  ia  rela^ 
ttbns  merely  federal.  I  mean  that  the  con- 
nexion being  but  partial,  and  intended  for 
partial  purpofes,  the  great  mafs  of  interefts 
in  each  nation  contioue  drftindl ;  the  atten- 
tion of  each  country  is  ftill  pointed  towards  a 
fcparate  view  of  individual  intereft ;  and  the 
public  mind,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  of  the  two 
nations,  is  kept  diftiniS,  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved  that  diftiqd  interefts  are  generally  op- 
pofite  iotcrefts,  mv  felt  to  be  fo  by  die  two 
parties  ;  and  fpeaking  of  nations,  I  may  add, 
that  drftind  minds  are  generally  hoftile.  In 
thefe  circumftances,  tfee  vicinity,  and  the 
connexion  of  fuch  countries,  inftead  of  im- 
pDOving,  as  they  might  other  wife  do,  friend- 
ihip  and  haneony  ^between  them,  feem  to 
produce  the  very  opppfite  cfFeds,  and  to  cul- 
tivate a  jealous  and  ^ngry  temper,  prone  to 
take  offence  and  umbrage,  aijd  ripening  every 
trivial  difconteat  or  di&reqce  into  grounds 
of  permanent  alienation  and  even  hoftility* 

Another  grand  fourcc  of  indifpofition  be- 
tween fuch  countries,  and  that  from  whick 
every  one  of  the  evils  attending  this  mode  of 
relation  Teems  to  me  mpft  Immediately  to 
-derive,  is  the  inequality  in  their  relative  power 
and  infl-uenjce,  occafioned,  no  doubt*  by  thei^ 

inequalrty 


in'eqDality  in^  real  and  pofitive  power  atndiit- 
fluence.  It  follows  neceflarily  from  the  very 
nature  and  conftitution  of  hunian  affairs,  and 

,  no  artificial  or  conventional  arrangement,  nc 
provifions  of  pofitive  inftitHtion  can  alter  i6y 
that  in  the  union  of  two  diftin£l  and  unequal 
countries,  the  fupprior  muft  be  predominant 
and  the  inferior  ful)Ofdina*e  in  their  common: 
concerns,  and  in  the  adminiftration  of  the 
common  parts  of  their  Government*  Hence 
follows,  however,  a  nominal  independence  in 
the  inferior  ftate,  accompanied  by  a  daily  and 
irkfome  confcioufnefs  erf*  real  dependence 
and  fubordination.  It  is  this  cofitradidion 
between  the  r^al  and  nominal  condition  of 

•  the  inferior  country  that  I  confider  as  the 
moft  fruitful  fource  of  thafe  evils  which  afflidt  . 
fuch  connexions,  and  ultimately  extinguifli 
thenv.  In  Governments  adminiftered  in  this 
manner,  under  external  influence,  the  eyes  of 
the  nation  pafs  over  the  immediate  and  do- 
meftic  inftruments  of  their  adminiftrationt» 
to  that  which  muft  appear  to  them,  and  may 
indeed  be  truJy  accounted  its  efficient  head,  I  ' 
mean  the  external  power  which  direds  it's 
cpunfels.  It  is  therefore  natural  thiat  the 
grievances,  real  or  imaginary  of  fuch  acoun- 
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try,  fiiould  be  laid   to  the  account   of  that 
higher  caufe ;  that  it's  difcontents,  chagrins, 
and  refentments   fhould  be  direded  againft 
that  objed  ;  and  that  the  exertions  of  patrio- 
tifm,  or  the  ftruggles  of  fadion,   as  the  cafe 
may  be,  the  clamour  and  theadivity,  the  elo- 
quence and  even  the  virtues  of  popular  leaders 
and  ambitious  men,  iOiould  all  aim  at  that  ob- 
vious mark.  They  will  find  in  the  people  a  dif- 
poiition,  founded  alfo  in  nature,  extremely  fa- 
vourable to  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  aims.  I  have 
faid  that  the  minds  of  two  countries  thus  cir- 
cumftanced  are  not  only  diftind,  but  hoftile. 
Jealoufy  is  the  fentiment  likely   to  prevail 
between  them  ;   and  indeed   where  both  be- 
ing nominally,  and  according  to   their  ab- 
ftrad  rights,  independent  and  equal,  one  of  the 
two  exercifes,  neverthelefs,  a  clear  and  un-* 
difguifed  afcendency  over  the  othfer,  jealoufy 
may,  in  truth,  be  thought  to  have  no  very  un-» 
reafonable  foundation,     The  prevailing  na- 
tional fentiment,  the  ruling  paffion,  then,  of. 
the  inferior  countiry,   ctfmes  to  be  an  angry^ 
impatient  and  intolerant  love  of  their  inde- 
pendency. Whoever  touches  that  ftring,  reach- 
es their  heart,  and  commands  their  affecti- 
ons and  adions.     Hence  wc  ihall  obferve  a 
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reftlefs  knd  never  fatisfiedftruggling  with  every 
circumftance  either  in  the  conftitiltion  of  their 
government,  or  in  the  counfels  and  meafureS 
of  their  adminiftration,  which  Teems,  even  to 
tlie  moft  fubtle  refinements  of  jealotify,  to  af- 
fed  that  objed'j  hehce  a  perpetual  ftraining 
after  its  improvement  and  perfection;  and 
henCealfo  thole  imprudent,  and,  fureiy,  unge- 
nerous advantages  which  are  fought,  in  periods 
of  common  diRrefs  or  danger,  to  extort  con- 
ceflions  favourable  to  that  objed;  conceffions 
which  do  not  excite  gratitude  in  thofe  who  re- 
ceive them,  becaufe  they  are  claimed  as  rights 
and  feem  to  have  been  enft)r(ied  by  necelTity ; 
conceflions  too  which  feem  rather  to  ythct 
thanto'fatiffy  the  appetite  that  calls  for  them. 
Each  vidory  of  thiskind  bejcomesonlya  van- 
tage ground  from  whence  another  .  may  h6 
fought  for;  and  thus  each  fucccHion  of ,.  pa- 
triots, or  of  demagogues,  feekingto  enhance 
on  ihe  exploits  of  their  gredecelTors,  the  im-' 
provement  of  ihdcpcdency  is  pu (lied  forward 
until  the  true  goal  of  that  coarfe  comes  in  vicvv 
' — I  mean  feparation.  \    , 

That  feparation  is  in  truth  the  goal  or  win- 
ning poft  of  this  race  of  independency,'  muft 
appear  very   clearly*  when  we  confider  what 
.    •  '     D  .     .:    \      th« 
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the  fundamental  canfe  of  the  fuborditiation 
complained  of  is,  and  what  therefore  muft  be 
the  means  of  reducing  it.     The  alcendancy 
of  the  fuperior  country  confifts,  no  doubt,  in 
it's  fuperior  power,  but  it  is  the  conftitution- 
al   connexion  that    fumifhes  the  channel  or 
organ,  through  which  the  power  of  the  fupe  - 
rior  ftate    is    brought   home   to  the  inferior 
country.     If  they  have  the   fame  executive 
power,  the  influence  of  the  fuperior  ftate  ope- 
rates through  that  channel  on  every  branch  and 
department  of  public^  aflairs.    If  their  legifla* 
tures,   diftind   in  other   refpeds,  have    one 
branch  or  member  in  common,  the  legiflation 
of  the  inferior  is  bent  to  uniformity  with  the 
other  by  that  power.    Connexion  then  is  the 
means  of  afcendancy  in  one,  and  the  caufe  of 
fubordination  in  the  other,  and  it  is  manifeft 
that  thefe  grievances  can  be  alleviated,  or  re- 
drefTed,  only  by  diminifhing  or  abolifhing  the 
caufe.  That  is  to  fay,  in  other  words,  that  in- 
dependency can  be  improved  only  by  ftriking  off, 
link  after  link,  of  the  connexion,  and  it's  entire 
perfedion  can  be  attained  only  by  breaking  the 
laft  thread  which  holds  the  countries  together. 

From  this  account  of  the  matter  it  appears 
unavoidable  that  the  courfe  I  have  defcribed 
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fhould  be  purfiied  in  ^very  fitnilar  cafe,  and 
that  thefe  evcnis  are  not  to  be  confidered  as 
fortuitous,  but  as  deriving  from  uniform  and 
pregnant  caufes  likely  to  produce  the  fame 
confequenc^s  wherever  they  exift.  We  arc 
taught,  then,  not  kfs  by  reafon,  than,  as  we 
fhall  foon  find,  by  experience,  to  expeft  that 
the  natural  and  commendable  love  of  indepen- 
dence on  one  hand,  and  the  incompatibility 
of  that  independence  with  connexion  on  the 
other,  Ihould  always  lead  two  countries  thus 
'  circumftanced  to  theiaft  alternative,  which  I 
have  already  more  than  once  alluded  to,  of  fe^ 
paration  or  union  5  an  alternative  in  which  I 
am  perfuaded  that  true  wifdom,  and  a  fincerc 
and  genuine  love  of  our  country,  will  always 
make  onej  choice,  while  paffion  and  prejudice,' 
efpccially  private  paffion  or  prejudice,  and 
while  a  blind  and  fophifticated  pride,  perfbn 
nating,  or  rather  counterfeiting  patriotifin, 
may  poffibJy  prompt  another. 

'  If  I  have  not  been  deceived  by  this  rea-r 
foning,  one  might  almoft  venture,  without 
much  temerity,  to  trace,  as  the  pretty  certain 
and  uniform  fucceflion  and  progrefs  of  events,, 
in  the  hiftory  of  connexion  between  two 
neighbouring  countries  of  unequal  power,  the 

P  2^  cQurft 


.28 


cburfel  have  juft  defcril::dl    Their  Connexion 
will  probably  begin  in  conquefl"— --that  mifera- 
ble  condition  will  gradually    foften  itfelf  into 
fotiie  mode  of   dependent    connexion.      This 
will  ftill  be  refined    into  the    more  flatterinr; 
condition  of  nominal  independence,  accompa- 
nied, however,  by  a  real  and  inherent  fubordi- 
nationj— under  which  the  uneafinefs  of  the  fu- 
bordinate  country,  and  its  growing  pretenfions 
and  power,  will    advance   in  the  progrefs  to- 
wards real  independence,  till  it  approaches  fo 
clofely    the    danger  of   feperation,  that    both 
countries  will  be  ^alarmed,    and  take    ihelter 
from    the    impending    calamity,  in  the    only 
fanduary  that  remains,  I  mean  Union-    I  will 
not  fay  that. every  ftep  in  this  progrefs  will  be 
the  fame   in  all  cafes.     The  events^    fuch-of 
them    as  happen,  will  probably  fucceed   each 
other   in  the  fame    order  ^  but  a  link  or,  two 
more  may  be  found  in   fome  inftances,   and  a 
link  or  two   may.be    omitted    in    others.     I 
think  myfelf,  however,  fupported  not  only  by 
fuchreafoningas  I  have  ventured  to  lay  before 
you,  biit  by  the  uniform  teftimony  of  hiftory, 
at  leaft  in  this  obfervation;  I  mean  that  a  par- 
tial connexion  of  Government,  between    two 
iJinfeqnal  countries,  is  not  a  pern^ancnt   condi-^ 
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tion  in  which  they  can  fettle,  and  is  incapable 
offubfifting  long  without  change ;  that  it  is 
not  a  ftationary  poii^t,  but  merely  tranfitory 
aad  progreflive,  and  is  but  a  ftage  or  refting 
place^  if  that  which  I  Jiave  defcribed  as  con- 
ftantly  progreflive  can  obtain  the  name  of  reft 
at  all,  between  the  original  ftate  of  total  dif- 
connexion,  from  which  they  ftarted,  and  dther 
a  return  to  that  total  feparation  again,  or  that 
which  I  confider  as  the  more  probable  term  of 
its  Progrefs,  even  on  the  firft  approach  of  that 
evil,  but  is  ultimately  certaip,  I  mean  perfed 
and  entire  confolidation  and  union. 

I  profefs  myfelf  fo  ftrongly  imprpffed  with 
this  view,  I  will  not  fay  of  the  philofophical 
principal,  but  of  hiftory  and  experience  appli- 
cable  to  the  fubjcd  we  are  confider ing,  that  I 
cannot  help  looking  to  the  union  pf  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  not  merely  as  an  advan- 
tageous and  defirable  event,  and  on  that  ac- 
count likely  to  bring  itfelf  about,  but  as  certain 
and  unavoidable,  although  I  fhall  take  care  not 
to  commit  my  philofophy  too  rafhly,  by  affigti- 
ing  any  particular  period,  whether  long  or 
Ihort,  for  the  accomplifhment  of  its  predidions, 
I  affert  only  that  we  are  travelling  that  road. 
Thefe  two  countries  are  vifibly   approaching 
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each  other  by  an  irrefiftible  attradion,  by  a  fpc- 
cies  of  gravitation  which  I  confider  as  an  idt 
vincible  law  of  political  nature^  if  nature  can 
have  fuch  an  epithet;  and  that  clofing,  as  it 
were,  by  the  compulfion  of  this  power,  no  hu- 
man obftrudion,  no  counterpoife  that  c^n  be 
oppofed  to  it,  will  long  avail  to  keep  them 
afunder^  though  it  may  retard  their  meeting  for 
a  while,  I  am  not  lefs  p^rfuadcd  that  when 
once  they  are  in  contad,  another  principal, 
equally  inherent  in  that  new  condition,  I  riiean 
a  principle  of  infeparable  adhefion  and  tena- 
city, will  bold  them  together,  and  will  fo  ce- 
ment and  confolidate  their  union,  as  to  reader 
all  human  efforts  to  feperate  and  tear  theiu 
again  afunder,  vain  and  ineffedlual.  If  thefe 
opinions  then  have  any  foundation,  we  may 
debate  here  concerning  the  beft  means  of  acce- 
lerating this  happy  and  much  to  be  defired 
event,  but  we  may  confider  the  event  itfelf  as 
perdeftined ;  and  I  cannot  help  perfuading  my-  ^ 
felf  that  the  fpecies  of  deftiny,  of  which  I  am 
here  fpeaking,  I  mean  the  fteady  operation  of 
fixed  principles,  will  work  out  its  ov»rn  decrees, 
be  the  procefs  longer  or  fhorter;  and  neither 
that  erroneous  pride,  which  is  fuppofed  to  per- 
vade Ireland  in  general,  nor  the  love  of  politi- 
cal monopoly,  which  may  aduate  particular 
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«laffes,.0r  individuals  -ofthat  country;  nor 
the  arts,  the  fedudions,  or  the  arms  of  the 
French  Republick,eari  be  long  interpofed  be- 
tween the  caufe  and  its  efFed,  or  diflurb  for 
ever  the  appointed  order  of  human  events,  by 
conftraining  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  en- 
dure the  afflidlions  and  calamities  of  feperat ion, 
or  of  a  condition  almoft  equivalent  to  it,  while 
they  contemplate  all  the  bleffings  of  Union 
placed  within  their  reach,  and  courting  their 
acceptance. 

V/ith  this  view  of  the  neceffity  and  inevl^ 
table  nature  of  this  event,  the  opinion  I  enter- 
tain of  its  utility  is  at  leaft  confoling  to  my 
own  mind.  Yet  I  (hould  neither  have  ha- 
zarded fuch  fpeculations,  nor  have  -  prefumed 
to  detain  your  Lorcjfhips,  efpecially  fo  long, 
with  this  fort  of  reafoning,  if  I  had  thought  it 
,- no  better  than  idle  and  vifionary  theory.  But, 
in  troth,  I  was  confcious  that  it  was  hiftory 
rather  than  fpeculation  that  I  was  delivering 
throughout,  and  f  w^ill  venture  to  fay  there  is 
hardly  a  point  or  turn  in  this  fpeculative 
courfe,  which  you  will  not  find  verified,  chap- 
ter for  chapter,  by  the  hiftory  of  every  con- 
nexion we  have  hitherto  known  with  the  na- 
tions whiqh  now  compofe  our  empire. 

Your 


32 


your  Lordfliips '  will  think    mc    difpoTed    to 
carry  you  far  back,    when  I  venture    even  to 
name  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  and   the  union  of 
thofe  feven  independent  kingdoms  in  the  reign 
of  Egbert.   Yet  if  1  do  little  more  than  allude 
to  that  fignal  event,  it  is    not    becaufe    I  znn 
wanting,  or    that  I  can   think  youit:  Lordfliips 
fo,  in  a  due  fcnfe  of  its  importance  and  dignity, 
or  of  its  influence  on  the  fubfequent  deftinics 
either  of  England  or  of  the  world.  It  is  enough 
to  fay  that  the  union  of  the  heptarchy  was  the 
birth  day  of  nothing  Icfs  than  this  very  king^ 
dom  of  England,  and  that  the  glorious  empire 
which  now  extends  from  e^ft  to  weft,  and  has 
planted  the  dominion   and    the    language    of 
England  around  the  globe,  is  the  lineal  defcen- 
dant,  or    rather  only  the  natural  growth  and 
developementof  that  event.    It  is  not  my  in- 
tention, hov/ever,  to  dwell  on  this  antientand 
parent  union,  for  the  purpofe  of  illuftrating  the 
principles  of  which  I  have  juft:  treated.    I  am 
fenfible  that  this  period  is    too    remote    from 
Qur  own,  to  build  any  folid  conclufion  on  tranl^ 
actions,  with    the  details    and    particulars  of 
which  we  are  fo  little  acquainted,  •  I  therefore 
mention  it  only  that  I  may  be  entitled  to  read 
a  fliort.paffagQ  from  Mr.    Hume's     hiftory  of 
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that  period,  which,  I  think,  may  fumifliarc-   . 
fledlon  dr.  two  not  impertinent  to  the  prcfcnt 
queftion.  y 

«  The  kingdoms  of  the  heptarchy,  though 
"  united  by  fo  recent  a  conqueH,  feemcd  to  be  - 
"  fo  ftrongly  cemented  intp  one  ftate  under 
^  Egbert  ^  and  the  inhabit  auts  of  the  (everal  ' 
^v  provinces  had  loftall  defire  of  r«jv^:)ltiiigfrpm 
*•  that  coflqnerbr  jor  of  reftpring  their  ind^pen- 
**  iientOovernjnents.Theirlanguagcwas  every 
**  where  nearly  the  fame;  their  cuiloms,  laws^ 
*•  inftitutions,  civil  and  religbus;  and  as  the 
**  race  of  their  antient  Kings  was  totally  ex- 
^*  tind  in  all  their  iubjefted  ftatcs,  the  people 
**  readily  transferredtheirallegijanceto  aPrince 
**  who  feemed  to  merit  iti  by  the  fplendour^if 
■*  his  vidoriej^  the  vigour  of  his  adminiftr^a* 
"  tion,  and  the  fuperior  nobility  of  his  birth* 
^  An  union  alfo  in  government  opened  tq 
**  them  the  iagrecable  profped  of  future  tran- 
^^quillity;  and  it  appeared  more  probable, 
"  that  they  would  thenceforth  become  terri-i^ 
*Vble  to  their  neighbours,  than  be  expofed  to 
**  their  inroads  and  devaftations/''  We  col- 
le£l  from  this  paffage,  not^roerely  as  ai\  opi* 
»ion  pf  Mr.  Hume's,  but  as  an  hiftorical  fa^ 
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that  the  local  attachment  and  national  feel- 
ing which  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  inde- 
pendent kingdoms  before  their  union  enter- 
tained, rio  doubt,  towards  their  refpcQivc 
countries,  were  eafily  and  qnickly  extended  to 
the  whole  tinited  kingdom.  This  change  did 
not  even  wail  for  a  new  generation,  but  was 
Dperated  in  the  very  life  of  the  conquer- 
tor,,  and  therefore  of  thofe  who  were  them- 
felv^  habituated  to  the  narrower  feeling,  and 
ndiohad  experienced  in  tbeif  own  p^rfons  the 
humHiition  and  icfentment  belonging  to  de- 
feat. For  it  if  alfi)  remarkable  that  the  harnjo* 
TiiziAg  pibperty  of  union  was  xna»ifefic>d^  in 
circumft'antiesthe  moft  adverfe  of  any  tocjon*  , 
dliatiofi,  I  mean  in  thet:a£e  of  an  /qnion 
brought  about  by  force,  and  attended  vyith  aii 
Ihfe  irritation  of  compuliion  and  conqueftv 
iWe  muft  ofafervci  in  the  next  place,  that  Mn  ^ 
Home  ccnfiders  a  fimilarity  of  Jangnage,<aif* 
,t6ms,  laws,aiid  ]nftttutions,€iviI  and  rd^iops^ 
.«s  circumftartces,  fevouraWc,  not  only  to  the  , 
eftablifhment  of  union,  •  but  to  the  improve- 
ment and  proihotiop  of'  its  beneficial  confe- 
quences.  And  laflly,  we  have  the  authority 
of  this  profound  and  philofophical  hiftorian 
firtrthiflking  that  fuch  an  union  was  likely  not 
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only  to  yield  the  comforts  of  internal  tran- 
quillity and  peace,  hut  fo  to  improve  tts^ 
power  and  refources  of  the  kingdom,  as,  in- 
ftcad  of  trembling  at  the  approach  of  every 
invader,  to  render  it  rather  itfelf  an  objeiSlcif 
terror,  oratleaft,  of  refpe€t  to  furrounding 
nations*  It  is  true  that  the  Daniih  invaiioiis 
followed  immediately  on  this  event,  and  wc 
knovir  that  the  repeated  and  powerful  delcents 
of  that  tyarlike  nation,  not  only  harrafled  and 
alarmed  this  ifland  upwards  of  a  Century,  but 
at  fome  periods  reduced  the  Saxoft  power  to 
tliegreiteft  pofliblc  ftreights.  Butinthefixft 
place,  the  Dahifh  invafions  ^ere  not  the  con  ^ 
fequenbe  of  the  union  of  the  Heptafdhy,  and 
muft  have  happened  without  it.  And'intha 
next  place,  itii^impoflible  to  readthehifioryof 
that  period  without  perceiving,  in  every  pag^ 
^  demonftration  of  the  falutary  cffeds .  of  .that 
roeafure,  and  without  afcribing  tothe  jmio^i 
under  Egbert,  alone,  theuitiroate  prefervation 
pf  that  fcingc?om.  If  theDane^  hadfcwmd  the 
ifl^d  in  t|)e  fame  feeble  and  divided  i^ata,  iii 
vrhich  the  Saxons  had  themfelyeg  atchievcd 
the  coBqueft  of  the  Britons ;  if  they  had  had 
to  contend  only  with  the  disjointed,  djfunited^  j 

*Qd  fixigle  exertip;!?  of  the  feven  ipOgnificant  j 
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States  of  the  Heptarchy  each  in  its  tmn,  and 
if  thoie  Princes  who  fought  for  England  had 
not  been  enabled  hj  the  union  to  oppofe  to 
thi^  powerful  and  perfeverijig  enemy  a  com- 
bined ai^  concerted  defence,  it  is  manifeft 
that  neither  the  valour  and  talents  of  Egbert, 
nor  the  almoft  romantick  endowments  and 
Tirtues  of  Alfred  theGreat,  would  have  availed 
to  prevent  sl  conqueft  as  complete,  and  an  ex- 
tirpation of  the  Saxon  power  and  name  out  of 
England,  as  perfeA  and  dreadful  as  that  which 
they  had  themielves  inflided  on  the  defence- 
lefs and  divided  Britons.  But  to  pafs  forward 
to  times  ibmewhat  nearer  our  own,  I  would 
n jw  fpeak  of  Wales. 

Wales  had  refified  the  pi>wer  of  all  the 
Saxon  Kin^,  and  the  firft  Princes  of  the  Nor* 
man  line.  It  was  not  till  the  reign  dP Henry 
the  Third,  and  then  rather  by  the  effed  of 
Internal  diflcntion,  than  by  the  arms  or  enter* 
prize  of  that  Prince,  that  Wales  was  brought 
under  a  ibrt  of  feudal  dependance  on  theCrown 
of  England,  and  acknowledged  the  Sovereign 
of  the  latter  country  as  a  feudal  fuperibr. 
Wales  was  held,  then,  during  that  reign 
meerly  as  a  fief,  with  the  ufijial  acknowledg- 
ments, 
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ihents,  an(}  under  the  ufud  conditions  belofig* 
^     ing  to  the  feudal  relation  of  fe4gnory  and  vafla- 
lage,  but  without  any  claim  on  the  part  of 
Enghind  to  political fovereignty.  This  flender 
relation  feenis,  hoys^ever,  to  have  improved  it- 
felf  very  rapidly  into  a  connexion  of  a  different 
and  much  more  intimate  nature,  for  in  the 
very  next  reign,  Edward  the  Firft,  the  imipe- 
diate  fucc^ffer  of  Henry  the  Third,  was  able  to 
convert  that  feudal  feigneury  into  dired  and 
pofitiye  (bvreignty,  and  to  annex  the  Principa- 
lity, of  Wales  infeparably,  and  as  part  of  the 
dominion  of  the  Crown,  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land*  At  the  fame  period,  and  indeed  on  that 
occaCion,  a  partial  communication,  and  but  a 
partial  one,  of  th© laws  and  police  of  England 
was  made  to  Wales,  hyihtSiatumWalliay  as 
it  is  called,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Firft*  I  mention  tjiefe  particulars 
only  toobferve,  that  at  this  period  commenced 
an  aera  of  connexion  between  England  and 
Wales,  not  indeed  precifely  the.  fame  in  all 
points,  but  bearing,    however,   fome  refetti^ 
blance  and  analogy  to  that  which  we  are  prin- 
cipally corifidering  to-day.    I  mean  an  imper- 
feft  political  connexion,  *  which  confifleS  in 
the  two  countries  being  governed  by  the  fame 
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Prince,  with  a  partial  uniformity  of  la^s  and 
loAitutions^  remaining  diilindtand  feparate  inr 
other  refpedls. 

If  wt  would  appreciate  the  vahie  of  fuch  a 
connexion,  and  its  efficacy  in  producing  eithcar 
internal  tranquility  orlsxtcrnal  peace,  we  have 
only  to  purfue  the  hiftory  of  that  connexion, 
throughout  ^he  whole  period  of  its  duration, 
from  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firft  to  that  of 
Henry  the  Eighth.  It  is  by  no  means  my  in- 
teQtiiin  to  intef  rupt  this  debate  by  fuph  a  nar- 
rative, but  merely  to  dired  your  Lordfhip's  at- 
tention to  the  refuit  of  fuch  an  enquiry.  For 
your  Lordfljips  know  that  Wales  was  not  only 
4ifqnieted  within,  by  the  troubles  and  turbu- 
lence of  civil  diforder,  but  that  both  countries 
were  afflided  by  a  perpetual  fucceffion  of  mu- 
tual inroads  and  petty  warfare,  not  perhaps  of 
fuffiqent  dignity  to  attrad  the  notice  of  gene- 
ral  hiftory,  but  fufficient  to  keep  them  both 
ea^ppfed  to  the  frequent  calamities,  and  the 
conftant  anxiety  attending  a  ftate  of  perma- 
nent hoftility  with  a  neighbouring  enemy, 
and  by  thefe  means  retard  and  interrupt  on 
both  fides  of  the  border,  but  efpeci^lly  in 
Wales,  the  progrefs  of  civilization,  of  arts, 

of 
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of  induftry,  of  wealth,  and,  in  a  word,  of 
public  improvement  in  all  its  brancnes.  Biit 
this  was  a  ftate  of  things,  which,  as  I  have 
faid,  could  n'ot  laift  for  ever,  and  ttie  only  per- 
fed  andfovercignlremedy  for  fiich  difordeFs^ ' 
was  at  length  admiriilierei  in  tlie  ifeign  of 
Harrj  the  Eighth^  by  tlhat  ind^rpbrating  legif- 
iative  Union  Which  extingmfhed  in  a  aay  tnS 
iiifcord  of a'gfcs,andidentified  forever  tliefe  twd 
not  only  dittind,  but  hoilile  nations.  In  oiir 
enquiry  then  concerning  the  coniparati^e  ad- 
yantages  or  difad vantages  df  thefe  two  moHes 
of  relation,  I  mean  that  i^nperfedone  whicti 
bropofes  to  combine  connexion  with  diuiha:^ 
neffr,  and  that  perfeS  legiflatiye  Union  which 
confounds  and  incorporates  both  tW  nations , 
ftnd  their  goyerpmentis,  we  have  only  to  com- 
pare, or  rather  to  dontraft,  the  unpafy  and 
afiii^iog ,  period  which  preceded  the  tJniott 
in  the  reignof  Harry  the  Eighth^  with  the  two 
centuries  of  mutual  fecurity  and  psace,  ah^ 
of  progreffive  and  ftill  idcreafing  prolprerity 
and  happinefs^  power,  fplendour  and  dignity 
which  have  fucceeded,  and  as  it  is  reafonaBlt^ 
to  conclude,  have  derived  in  a  great  degree, 
if  not  principally,  from  that  event. 

England 
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England  felt  very  early  the  advantage  of 
connexion  with  Scotland^    andprojeds  for 
uniting  them,-  even  on  the  beft  principle  of 
Union,  were  fet  on  foot,  and  repeated  in  va- 
rious forms,  and  onr  the  ilighteft  profpe^  of 
fuccefs,  from  the  earlieft  period  down  to  the 
very  latefl,that  is  to  fay,  to  the  adual  accom- 
pli£hment  of  that  falutary  defign.    But  inch 
purpofes,wifeand  beneficial  as  they  are,  muft, 
it  feems,  mature  themfelves  in  the  fullnefs  of 
time^  and  ahhough  it  is  ordained  that  thefe 
events '  ihall  bappen,  they  muft  happen,  it 
would  feein,  in  their  due  and  appointed  order. 
It  will  be  found,  I  believe,  that  neighbouring 
nations  will  feldom  begin  with  union,though 
they  are  fure  to  end  with  it.    The  work  of 
connexion  commenced,  then  alfo,in  this  cade, 
at  the  natural  beginning  of  the  procefs,  and 
cpnqueft  was  rcfortcd  to  as  the  inftrument  of 
uiiion.  This  part  of  the  &otch  courfe,  how- 
ever, was  never  atchieved.  Scotland  never  was 
conquered.  But  the  attempt,  and  all  the  mi«* 
,  fqries  attending  that  long  and  obflinate  ftrug- 
0le,delug^d  both  cpuntries  in  bloodtandduring 
more  than  three  centuries  afflicted  them  with 
calamities,the  amount  of  w|uQh,<w  either  fide,  ^ 
-  liiftorians 
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hi^rians  caa  hardly  report  faithfully,  with- 
out the  charge  of  exaggeration.  This  fan- 
quinary  and  ruinous  conteft  terminated  in 
the  Union  of  the  Crowns,  at  the  acceflion  of 
J?ilie&  the  fitft ;  and  here  commenced  a  cenr 
tujy  pf  that  precife  relation  which  is  the  fub-- 
jed  of  ,Qur^  prefent  eriquiry.  The  two  king- 
doms, had  one  Prince,  and  one  Executive 
Power,  with  feparate  Parliaments.  Scotland 
afTerted  a  perfed  independence  and  equaIity^ 
but  experienced  a  real  fubordination.  It  would, 
undoubtedly,  be  unfair,  if  I  were  to  impute  to 
this  caufe  alone,  the  many  difad vantages  undejc 
which  Scotland  appears  to  haye  laboured,  apd 
the  declining  condition  of  that  country  whicK 
is  pbferved  by  hiftoriaiis  during  thp  period  J 
have  mentioned.  Much  of  the  calamity  which 
fell  upon  both  kingdoms,  mujft  be  placed  toi 
the  account  of  the  troubles  and  civil  wars  t^ 
which  every  part  of  the  ifland  partopk  during  a 
great  proportion  of  the  laft  century,  and  whigh> 
amongft  other  extraordinary  events  produced* 
und6r  the  Commonwealth,  a  hafty  and  fliortr 
lived,  becaufe  ill  digelted  and  ill  conceived, 
Union  of  the  three  kingdoms  of  Ea^Iand^, 
Scotland  arid  Ireland.  But  with  all  thefe  al- 
lo^nccs;  hum^^elcCs  triL$,  that  the  laft 
^^;.J  F  century 
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Century  was  a  period  of  great  political  difcord 
and  diffention  between  England  and  Scotland, 
in  which  the  latter  country  entertained  and 
manifefled,  as  we  have  been  led  to  expert, 
that  angry  and  querulous  temper  which  I  have 
defcribed  as  growing  out  of  the  fituaiion,  and 
as  infeparable  from  that  jarring  and  abhorrent 
union  of  nominal  independence  and  real  fubor* 
dination.  This  caufe  produced  its  natural  ef- 
feds,  and  both  difturbed  the  empire  in  peace, 
ahd  weakened  it  in  war,  fometimes  by  politic 
cal  contention  between  the  people  of  Scotland 
and  the  Monarch,  fometimes  by  the  habitual 
animolity  of  the  two  countries,  hardly  kept 
under  by  the  authority  or  mediation  of.  the 
common  fovereign,  fometimes  by  the  intrigues 
of  Scotland  with  France,  and  above  all  by  the 
purfuit  of  the  idol  independence,  to  the  very 
brink  of  feparation.  The  very  unity  of  the 
Crowns  became  a  grievance ;  and  your  Lord- 
ships know,  that  towards  the  clofe  of  this  pe- 
riod, I  mean  in  the  firft  years  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne  and  of  the  prefent  century,  partly 
by  projeds  for  abridging  the  perogative,  be- 
baufe  it  was  adminiffered  out  of  Scotland, 
partly  by  projeds  for  ufurping  a  Cbnfiderable 
portion  of  the  regal  power,  in  order  that  it 

might 
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.  might  be  adminifterqd  within  Scotland  j  partly, 
in  fine,  by  refufingtp a^ccede to  the fettlement 
pf  the  fuceeflion  9.clopted  in  England,  the  Par- 
liament of  Scotland/ thiP  patriots  of  iScotland, 
with  the  acclamatipji  of  the  whole  people  of 
..Scotland,  brought  .^he  danger  of  impending,  fe- 
paratioijL  fo  home  to  the.  feple  and  bofoms  of 
both  coiintrie5,t;hat  their  prudence  was  at  length 
alafmed;  they  opened  their  arms  to  each  other,, 
and  took  ihelter  froTO  imminent  and  incurable 
ruin,  in  that  infcparable  embrace  which  has 
ipvcT  fince,  ^nd  I  truft- eyer  will,  continue  tp 
unite  us*  It  i$  thu?  that  p^trexpes  teuch, 
^aiidtljus  that  thefq  t^jrp  nations,  from  the  laft 
-term  of  alicna.tion,^Qdi  jrepugoance,  p^fTpd  at  ^  \ 
fingle  ftep,  iijto  the  clofcft.  an4  moft  iijdifTq- 
.Juble  union^        ^  >         <    .  ^ 


The  connexion  between  ,En^ian4  an4  Ire^ 
land  began  in  conqpeft,  a^d  the  relation  wasf 
that  qf  fov^reign  ajcid  fubjedt.  .1  dp  not  jfay  a 
foverpign  ^ble,  at  all  times,  Jo  enforce  hisdpr 
roiuion^ora  fubmifliye  ful?j,e(St  &9)^g9jW|edging 
an4  aqquiefcing,  under  the  aiutjjigfi^y^.pif.^hi? 
^mafter^.  But  .whatever.  ,cpnne:;^ion^  fubfi^ 
.between   the   ^wp  ppnntries,   }jadj:hat  orir 
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gin  and  prcfcrvcd  that  charaScr  through  its 
firft  period.  This  firft  and  intolerable  ftage 
of  national  relation  paffed  forward,  however, 

*  ind  foftened  itfclf  gradually,  but  through  the 
fanguinary  prpcefs  of  habitual  refiftancc  -and 
infubordination,  fwelling  occafionally  into  ci- 
vil wars  and  rebellions  of  the  moft  ferocious 
charaQef,  into  a  dependent  connexion,  or  a 
mitigated  but  avowed  dependence  of  Ireland 

'  on  England.  I  allude  now  to  that  period 
during  which  the  Irifl^  nation,  with  a  parlia- 
ment of  their  o'Wn,  were,  however,  fubjed  to  - 
the  iegiflaWre  of  England.  I  do  not  fpeak  of 
ihc  rights  nor  wifli  to  fengage  in  that  already 
obfolete,  though  recent  controverfy.  I  fpeak 
only  of  xhtfaff^  for  fuch  was  the  coiiftitution, 
defa&o^  of  Englilh  and  Irifh  connexion,  in  the 
memory  of  the  youngeft  of  your  Lordfhips. 
This  fecond  period,  alf6,  patted  away,  and  the 
prefent  improved  ftate  of  Irifh  independence, 
as  it  now  fubfifts,  was  atchieved  by  means, 
which  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  allude 
to ;  I  mean  by  the  opportune  exertion  of  Irifh 
energy  in  moments  of  Britifh  debility  and  dif- 
trefs.  For  thofe  conceffions  were  certainly 
granted  in  circumflances  of  durefs,  whether 
they  may  now,  with  better  grace,  be  Hated  to 

have 
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Have  flowed  from  tlie  jufticeand  liberal  difpo- 
iition  of  the  conceding  country,  or  not.;  In 
the  mean  while  we  have  arrived,  in  the  due 
and  regular  coiirf*,  at  that  precife  point  of 
connexion,  which  has  been  the  pirincipal  ob- 
jedl  of  difcuffion.  We  have  a  common  prince, 
with  feparate  parliaments.  Ireland  claims  a 
fovereign  independent  government,  and  that 
claim  is  freely  admitted  by  our  own ;  while 
cwe  exercife,  neverthelefs,  with  the  acqui-. 
efcence  of  Irelandj  an  open  afcendancy  and 
controul  in  every  one  of  its  concerns.  We 
are  at  tkis  moment,  theriefore,  making  an  ex- 
periment, which  is  not  yet  twenty  years  old, 
of  the  mutual  advantages  to.be  derived  from 
•that  mode  of  connexion,  of  its  efficacy  in 
ftrengthening  the  empire,  i©^  repelling  danger 
from  without^  in  reconciling  the  minds  and 
affe^tioes  of  the  pations  within,  and,  finally, 
in  .  cementing  and  perpetuating  their  uniort. 
We  muft,  indeed,  regard  the  prefent  moment 
as  the  firft,  in  which  the  toiarfe  of  events  has 
furniflied  the  pi*oper  ordeal  of  thfe  c^nditfdn  ; 
I  mean  a  crifis.of  difficulty  and  danger ;tO  the 
empire  5  for  this  is  the  true  touchftone*  on 
which  the  virtue  of  connexion  and  of  mutual 
engagements  may  be  proved.     Surely,   my 
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Lords,  at  this  period  of  the  argqmcat,  I  9iay 
claim  the  benefit  of  fads,  of  which^  we  ar6 
ourfclyes  the  living  witneffes,  and  appeal  at 
once  to  the  difafkons  tefiimony  of  the  prcfent 
banr,  not  only  fcM:  the  inadequacy  of  fuch  jkl 
fyHem  to  yield  proCedion  and  fupport  in  the 
period  of  difficnlty,  but  for  its^adive  and  fatal 
efficacy  in  angmeattng  (he  danger  and  handl- 
ing the  common  ruin.  Can  we  need  better 
proof  than  every  tide  has  of  4ate  brought  us, 
that  the  prefent  feeble  and  flimfy  bond  which 
coeneds  Great  Britain  with  Ireland,;  does  not 
peflefs  one  principle  of  fiability,  and  has  not 
ftamina  to  reiift  that  iimate  t^ideacy  to  decay 
mad  difibhition,  which  accompanies  all  li£s 
from  the  cradle,  whether  natural  or  politick- 
What  rcftilt  then  is  iUreafonable  to  look  for 
from  this  experiment  i  I  (hould  wifb.  to  fp^afc: 
on  this  occafion,  not  merdy  with  tdpeift,  Iwt 
I  muft  fay,  with  gf^titude  and  reverence,  of 
the  cofidud  held  by  that  which  we  muft  call 
thi^  Iriih  nation,  and  which  is,  indeed,  entitled 
to  that  appellation.  I  mean  the  Irifli  Goverft- 
frtent,  the  Irifh  Parliament,  a  great  portion  of 
the  property  of  Irelfind,  of  its  gentry,  ^.nd  even 
of  its  people.  In  thefc  we  have  witneffcd  exer- 
tions of  courage,  aSivity,  perfeverance,  and 
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fpirit,  as  weH  as  of  fidelity  and  honour,  in  ful^ 
filling  the  cngagemfnts  of' their  connexion 
with  us,  and  in  the  protedioi^  and  defence  of 
,  their  own  country,  which  challenge  the  thaiikii 
6f  Great  Britain,  and  the  approbation  of  f  h« 
world.  But  this  fentiment  canaot  either  con* 
ceal  from  us,  urdifguife  other  truths,  not  kit 
obvious,  though  lefs  grateful  and  welcomei 
The  loyalty,  the  prudence^  and  fpirit,  wbkh 
we  commend,  on  one  hand,  do  not,  however^ 
prevent  aiiextenfiveand  defperate  confpiracy, 
on  the  other,  againft  the  common  fafety  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  andaiming^  ahevt 
all,  avowedly  and  diftindly  againft  th^don* 
nexion,  in  which  the  fafety  of  both  is  felt  ^ 
refide.  After  hearing  his  Majefty's  lawful  ex- 
crcife  of  the  powers  with  which  the  Gonftitu- 
tion  of  Ireland  has  invefted  him,  and  the  legi- 
timate means  employed  by  the  Sovereign  of 
that  country  to  preferve  a  uniformity  ef  mea* 
fures  in  the  diredion  of  our  common  in^ereds^ 
treated  as  the  interference  of  a  foreign' power, 
we  have  the  misfortune  of  feeing  at  this* hour 
a  great  portion  of  the  Irifli  people,  confidera4^e 
for  its  numbers,  and,  I  fear,  not  altogether 
contemptible,  even  for  its  blood  and  talents, 
in  open  rebellion  againft  our  common  Sove- 
reign, 
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Itigii)  and  in  ckife  alliance  with  our  commoa 
enemjr*     The  difiblution  of  all  connexion  be- 
tween us  18  the  objed  they  {xofefs.  The  grievr 
ance  which  they  have  rifen  to  redrefs  is  that 
connexion ;  the  caufe  which  their  manifefios 
proclaim,  the  ftandard  under  which  they  mufter 
Mid  fights  is  reparation.  This  end  then,  towards 
which  we  have  feen  fuch  connexions  are  con- 
tinually prone,  this  very  reparation,  which  is^ 
the  natural  inborn  propenfity  of  imperfed:  re- 
lation, is  already,  in  this  cafe,  the  fubjed  of 
a  cival  war,  and  is  at  this  moment  committed 
to  the  iflue  of  amis,  which  is  fliU  depending* 
I  have  glanced,  in  this  manner,  the  hiftoiy  of 
Britiih  and  Iriih  connexion  only  to  ihew,  that 
amongft  its  many  other  evils,  that  (^tendency 
to   total   extindion,    which   we   havd   been 
taughtby  principle,  and  by  theexampleof other 
countries, .  to  expedl,  is  proved  in  fa<a,  and  in 
the  adual  cafe,  to  be  one  of  its  properties.;  and 
I  am  hardly  apprehenfive  of  a  diflenting  voice 
to  the  concluiion  which  appears  to  me  to  t6t 
fult  frpm  this  deduGion,  whether  of  hiftory 
or  reafon,  that  we  have  reached  the  point  at 
which,  in  the  firft  place,  the  evils  of  imperfed 
connexion  are  at   their  height,    and  in  the 
nejct,  beyond  which  lies  only'  that  alternative, 

fo 
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fo  often  mentioned,  of  reparation  or  union*  ^ 
We  ftand  precifely  in  thsit  predicament,  in 
which  the  prudence  of  both  countries,  and  the 
fidelity  and  honour  of  thofe  vfho  are  entrufted 
with  their  interefts,  I  mean  their  Govern- 
ments and  Legiflatures,  are  called  upon  by 
the  mpft  folemn  and*  inftant  appeal,  I  mean^ 
the  peril  of  their  countries,  to  fnatcji  them 
from  that  precipice,  on  the  very  edge  of  which 
they  ftand,  already  wavering,  and  too  giddy  to 
fave  themfdyes.  It  cannot,  fure^^  be  a  dif- 
ficult or  doubtful  queftion,  whet  .<rr  we  fliould  , 
fol<l  our  arms,  and  Ipok  on  upon  this  danger, 
and  the  certain  ruin  in  which  it  ends,  or  fol- 
low that  fecure  and  already  trodden  path  which 
has  already  conduced  two  other  countries, 
now  identified  with  Englandi  I  mean  Wales 
and  Scotland,  to  more  than  fafety,  Wc 
have  furely  learnt  from  both  thofe  examples, 
that  the  meafure  adopted  by  them,  not  only 
oSbrds  a  perfect  remedy  againft  the  evils  with 
which  we  are  now  contending,  but  poffeffes  , 
precifely  the  oppofite  property  from  that 
which  is  the  characfler  of  our  prefent  imper- 
fed,  ill-conftruded  connexion  5  namely,  that 
of  tending  to  a  conftant  and  certain  improve- 
ment andperfedion,  injftead  of  diminution  and 
G  deterioration 


deterioration  of  union  and  all  ite  beneficial 
fruits. 

Having  hitherto  treated  the  queftioii  fome- 
what  fpeculatively,  I  would  now  fpeak  mor9 
particularly  to  the  pradical  inducements  which 
ihould  recommend  this  meafure  to  both  coun^ 
tries  J  and,  firft,  to  Great  Britain. 

The  advantages  to  be  derived  to  Great  Bri-- 
tain  from  an  incorporating  union  with  Ir^len^i 
may  be  divided  into  pofitive  and  negative, 

By  pofitive,  I  mean  an  accefCpn  of  fcje^I  and 
efficient  force  to  our  prefent  Empire,  as  anayd 
and  military  power;  for  were  all  caufe  of  diffe- 
rence between  the  countries  eKtinguiflied,  and 
were  the  affeftions  of  the  viholt  of  Ireland  «s 
iincerelydireded  towards  the  general  feryicc'of 
the  Empire,  and  its  force  as  difpofabile  for  tbat 
purpofe,  as  may  be  faid  of  ev^pftrtof  Ofe^t 
Britain,  it  cannot  h^e  ^obted  that  thepow^ 
and  reffcrurces  of  that  Empire' would  rcoeive^^n 
effehtialnugmentation  and  improvewe^*  Piu)t 
I  wohld  rathSrpflfs  on  to  that  cl»fs  of  w^dv^n- 
tage  which  I  have  called  HiE^^tive,  an^  whic^. 
appears  te-  me  the  moSi  SQiiteii%l  pf  thf  two. 

By 
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By  the  negative  advaatage  of  unioi^,  I  fhcan 
that  of  aVoidittgj  ill  rfioments  of  war  and  diffi- 
ctilty^  thofe  fembarraffments  which  have  never 
failed  to  diftrad  and  ai^oy  u^  as  often^  at 
leaft  df  late  yeafs,^  as  war  and  difficulty  have 
occurred,  and  which  render  Ireland,  at  this 
tadmdtit$  tinfteid  of  a  refource,  only  a  dc»d 
freight  hung  round  the  neck  ^f  Brrtifli  tK^i- 
tiofij  at  a  time  whch  the  full  eflcrgy  q(  both 
might  be  well  eihployfed  againft  the  comifton 
eneiny.  The  cafe  is  fuch,-  that  wfe  have  not 
dnly  to  contend  with  this  diiEenlty  in  ova: 
ednteft  with  France,  but  it  muft,  I  thinks  be 
it  itttproyident  and  f^ngUine  view  of  our  ewh 
Aftair&i  and  of  the  geheral  events  m  Eut^jpft^  tb 
cpnfider  cVen  the  prefetvation  of  Jr-eknd>  J 
mfeaa  her  t)tefervatibii  to  the  paternil  gov#ttir« 
fnent  t)f  his  IVfejfefty,  and  the  eontteuAftice  of 
any  feotihexion  between  us,  «|;  a  taiktte*  which 
-is  not  become^  fh  foipe  4egite  br  Oth^r^  pto^ 
bfcfiiatical  atid  ptedarious.  I  WfeuM  by  nb 
means  be  underftbod  to  fpcik  def\>ohdehtiy  ok 
<hat  fubjea;  I  aift  fftr  frdifa  feclihg  fo,  i  : 
i^^eak  only  of  danger  anddoubt^  as  cxcitihg  a 
prudent  exertion  to  cbniitferAQ  them,  nbt  of  a 
mean  or  unprofitable  fear.  No  man  ih  Efeg^ 
land  can  repoffc  a  Jtiore  efttjrt  cohfidfcncc  la 
.G  2  th« 


5* 

tlic  vigilance,  the  flcill  and  the  drvine  yaloor 
of  the  Britifli  navy  than  myfelf.  I  prqfefs  an 
equal  reliance  on  the  courage  and  difcipline 
of  Britifti  troops,  endowed  as  I  have  always 
thought  them  with  higher  excellence  than 
thofe  of  any  other  nation  in  the  world.  I 
have  a  firm  confidence  alfo  in.  the  fpirit  and 
bravery  of  the  Irifh  nation,  and  in  the  honour 
and  fidelity  of  that  part  of  it  which  profefTes 
attachment  to  our  empire,  and  to  our  mutual 
connexion;  but  with  all  thefe  grounds  of 
rational  hope  and  expedation,  there  are  two 
points  in  i;^hich  I  cannot  feel  the  fame  im- 
plicit confidence,  on  each  of  which,  however, 
our  ultimate  fecurity,  and  the  iffue  of  this 
conteft  muft  depend.  I  cannot  rdy  confi- 
dently on  the  confiancy  of  fortune  in  war ; 
•  nor  on  the  fieadihefs  and  uniformity  of  any 
national  fentiment  whatever.  I  do  not  know 
why  there  is  a  rebellion  in  Ireland  at  all. 
I  have  never  heard  any  adequate  caufe  af- 
figned  for  it.  Such  pretences  as  have  been 
reforted  to  for  juftifying  it,  have  either  been 
poilerior  to  the  events  of  which  they  are  aK 
ledged  to  have  been  the  caiifesjor  utterly 
irreconcileable  with  the  avowed  objeds  of  the 
rebellion.  Who  for  example  will  believe  thofe 
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menfincerewho  would  afcribe  their  infqrree- 
tion  to  the  religious  diffcrencjps  between  two 
fc<as  of  chriiiians,  while  they  propofe  to  re- 
drefs  that  grievance,  by  a  remedy,  the  f^ccefs 
of 'ivhichmuft  eradicate  from  their  country, 
or  fubjed  to  a  furious  and  fanatic  perfeqution, 
the  profeffion  of  chriftianity  itfelf  ?  I  have 
never,  I  fay,  heard  any  diftindl  grievance  arti- 
culated, which  would  not  be  enhanced  a 
thoufand  fold,  by  the  ipoft  perfect  fuccefs 
that  can  be  propofed  in  the  acknowledged  ob- 
jeds  of  this  abfurd  rebellion.  Not  knowing 
then  the  principle  of  the  ptefent  troubles  in 
Ireland,  I  have  no  rule  for  meafuring  their  ex- 
tent, or  for  limiting  their  progrefs,  and  I  can- 
not fay  with  confidence,  whether  any  part  of 
the  Irifh  nation,  or  at  leaft  the  greater  and 
predominant  part,  will  at  fome  future  period 
even  profefs  adherence  to  Britiih  :Connexion; 
neitlier  am  I  endowed  with  the  mean«  of  pre- 
dicting pofitively  the  event  of  another  enter- 
prize  againft  Ireland,  if  the  enemy  fhould  at- 
tempt it  in  more  favourable  circumftances. 
I  repeat  it,  my  Lords,  I  dp  notdefpond  on 
this  view  of  the  danger;  I  fay  on  the  contrary 
that  the  proper  means  are  fare  to  repel  it.  I 
fpeak  only  of  the  danger  as  of  a  motive  for 
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^starting  both  wifdom  and  coHiagd  in  ^ppdfiflg 
'it  Ih.ihat  vieW  I  aita  conftrained  to  ackliol^* 
ledge  dotibt,  and  doubt  db  facH  t  qntfdatx  ^ 
cAntiot  be  diveiied  of  aniiiety,  ndr  fepafated 
from  a  duty  to  atm  at  the  attainment  of  bfetter 
fecnri^  for  objeds  of  fuch  unapprdeiable  value. 
I  do  hot  fay  Ireland  muft  be  Idil  if  w^  have 
bot  a  Ubion^  biit  I  caniiot  fay  lefs  tkah  tbiiy 
that  we  have  no  fecurity  f6r  the  prel^fvation 
of  lielahd,  if  w6  do  riot  dra#  the  bonds  df 
our  cobdeitidii  ftiiich  elofef,  ^rid  that  iitrith* 
out  deldy.    With  fuch  apptehenfiohs  It  can- 
hot  b^  linfcafonable  to  eontfcto|)lit^  a  little 
xhote  clc^ely,  the  coriftqueiifccs  ol^a  total  fd- 
jparatioA  ftom  Irelatid,  and  of  the  necdTaiy 
attendant,  at  leaft,  in  the  preferit  mdment,  oh 
Yuch  a  rupture,  I   mean   her  immediate  al- 
lianc^  with  the  Ftdtich  Republic.     Moment- 
ous as  thefe  confe4uences  are,  I  Ihall  pife 
rapidly  over  them,  becaufe  they  ai^  too  obvJ- 
dus,  ahd  theit  importance  too  ferifiblcj  to  r^ 
qiiire,  or,  perhaps,  adfnit  of  Amplification. 

Ah  Irifh  democratic  republic,  or  rather  anar- 
chy^ muft  be  the  firft  and  inftant  confequencfc 
of  ourfcparation.  Letany  man,  then,  attached 
to  the  Brifiih  Gonftitution-,  let  any  one  who  is 
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foati  of  order  and  f^Utitfin  fpclety^  ^  ^^ 
afraid  of  ti>e  cxtyemfis  fOif  d^fflrder  5  let  ^y  €>f!« 
%ho  would  Ihf ink  from  liaf iwrftl  plufwier,  corxr^ 
fifcation  at|dinnider>  with  »11  tJjf  ft*3ieIeCs 
mtferies,  wretchednefs  fta4  g^ilt«  whi^  ar«^ 
but  thfi  particHlars  of  tRat  tg§r«g*tfr  fcajlffi 
anarchy ;  let  any  man^  I  fey,  who  hes  ^itW 
tfa«:  flighted, concern  for  th9  h^maii  race  jt^fi 
ijts  happinefs,  a  ^^rk  erf  low -for  hia  country,  1^ 
evetk  a  common  and  inilgaf  folipitude  fpi  %^ 
own  or  his  chiLdf eps'  fecnrity,  r^ieiSfp?  f  ijHW^ 
ment  on  the  triumphant  ^^^i^lid^^t  -9^  ^ 
democmtic  a^rchy  in  kdafui*  U  i§  pot 
enough  to  fay  ^  Pn^mffs  ar^fii'  ItJs  parf:  pf 
our  ow^^ tenement  which  is  in  flajngf^and  wa 
colne  in  ^hfolute  contact  with  thjl6  pefii^nt 
contagion*  Let  us,  I  fay,  coniidj?rio^ly>  iC 
you  pleafe^  but  decjply  And  f^m^i^Yy  hdw 
much  this  danger  ^iivMkf  }|icH*e^fe4  ^y  fnch 
an  ev0nt,  and  whattfce  n4!t«R?  $^  tj?f  4»^g?r  w.^ 
I  will  not  infifl  on  this  topicj^'k  foqig^  j^^id- 
me  too  f«c  B^t  I  ihall  pa^  tQ  <x>^Sti'^pi!y6» 
of  atb^dier  fort,     :  ' 

Let  m  oonfider,  i»Vi^4l8pK?«^^  wpqld  Ije 
thefituationof  the  w<?0f  rfl  co»0s<^this  itod, 
£^om  the  Land's-end  to  the  Hebrides.   Let  us 
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9fk  Cornwall,  Dcvonfliircf,  Briftol,  Wales,  Li- 
verpool, Lancaihire,  Glafgow;  let  us  aflc  tHofe 
whofe  houfes  now  ftand  on  the  margin  of  thp 
Irifh  Channel,  whofe  lawns  and  gardens  arc 
waibed  by  that  fea,  which  now  feparates  them 
only  fromfriends;  let  us  aflc  thofe  manufadnr- 
ing  coafts  and  counties,  and  thofe  great  trading 
cities  which  I  have   enumerated,  and  which 
now  draw  wealth  and  profit,  without  danger, 
from  that  channel,  what  their  condition  and 
that  of  their  country  will  be,  when  they  fiand 
within  hail  of  a  powerful  and  favage  enemy, 
which  the  darknefs  of  a  fingle  night  can  bring 
to  their  chamber  doors.     At  prefent  the  Bri- 
tifh  commerce  and  the  Britifh  navy  pafs  freely 
through  this  channel,  with  friendly  ports  and' 
coails  on  cither  fide,  as  if  it  were  an  inland  na- 
vigation; while  the  fliips  of  the  enemy  can- 
not approach,  nor»entangle  themfelves  either 
for  war  or  trade,  with  this  maritime  pafs.  But 
after  fuch  ia  change,  when  Ireland  is  hoftile, 
and  in  the  hknds  of  an  enemy,  let  thofe  who 
diredi  our  naval  affairs,  and  who,  I  will  take 
this  opportunity  of  faying  it,  do  fo  with  fo 
much  honour  to  themfelves,  and  fo  much  folid 
advantage,  as  well  as  glory,  to  their  country? 

tet 


let  thofe  who  arc  beft  .*c^aiated,  with  QHf, 
maritime  iittiation,dedare,.whiLt. new  p^ertioa 
of  vigilant  rwill  bb  reqniEed^  what  ad^iti^i^aji 
number  of  Aips  and  of  fc^mea  mwft  l>e  r«t 
tained  from  offend v.e  wax^and  junft  al>pii4^,  ^ 
the  ocean,  to  proted:  the.  coafts  of  Great  Bri^ 
tain  againft  thoie  of  Jreiand,  and  to  watich  th)|.. 
portsof  the  latter  country  in  its  wh^decircwint 
ference.     Let  u$  refleS  on  the  advantage  Ic^ 
to  the  Britifli  navy  and  its  operations,,  by  pxi* 
ctuiloQ  from  Cork,  and  tfirom  the  fouthqrn  aj§i'4 
w.e|lern  harbours  of  Iceland ;  :lct  that  ^ifadnjafai^ 
tage  be  only  doubled  by  adding  K>n^  lojCs  te  th« 
gain  of  the  enemy,  wiien  they  have .  all  tb» 
ports  and  bays  of  Irelandat  their  difpofal  or  in 
,  their  occupation.  How  many  fquadrons  jwore 
muft  we  employ  tp  tend  atj[)hoe  the  artn*? 
mentsof  Breft  and  l^'Orient,  and  thpfe  of  Ice- 
land. What  will  be  the  lituation  of  otii- chan- 
nel  and  our  weftern    trade,  when  leotgmie^' 
cruizers  iffue  from  and  fhelter  in  France  to  the 
fouthward,  and  Irela»d*o  the  northward,  and' 
far  to  the  weft  ward  ctf  the  entrance  of  ;Quar 
channel.     The  Vidnalling  £.6ard  wi44  tell  qji 
how  the  navy  will  befu^piiedy  when  .Codki is 
fliut.  againft  us,  and  viduak  only  the  Breft 
fqutdrons.     When  the  ports  of  Ireland  are  all 
H  French, 
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French^  wilLk  be  equally  impoffible  to  tranf^ 
port  troops  from  France,  as  when  thofe  troops 
were  to  fight  their  way  on  fhore,  and  the 
Ihips,  which  trvifported  and  convoyed  them 
were  to  fight  their  way  back  to  France?  When 
.  a  French  and  Irifh  army,  receiving  their  or- 
ders from  the  French  Diredory,  are  at  Bel- 
fall,  and  ready  to  embark  within  three  hours 
fail  of  the  Britiih  coaft,  will  invafion  be  as 
chimerical  and  vifionary  as  it  now  is  from 
France  to  the  fouthem  counties  of  England  ^ 
Will  in  fine  internal  difcontent,  or  fpeculative 
error,  or  the  fecret  machinations  of  French 
corruption  and  Bnglifh  treafon,  or  will  popu- 
lar hope  in  the  firft  fweets  of  diforder  and 
anarchy  have  lefs,  or  will  they  not  have  much 
more  heart  and  confidence,  when  with  the  ex- 
ample of  a  fuccefsful  rebellion,  they  liave  alfo 
the  fupport  of  neighbouring  armies  to  encou- 
rage them  i  / . . 

Thefe  are  fome,  far  from  all,  it  would  be 
diificult  to  enumerate  thus  fuddenly  all  the 
confequences  of  Irifli  feparation  from  Great 
Britain,  -and  connexion  iwith  France,  as  it 
would  affed  ourfelves.  I  am  far  from  faying,  f 
will  never  admit  that  even  thefe  accumulated 
^  '  difiiculties> 
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difikviltie  WA?uld  prove  too  many  for  the 
hith^to  unmatched  powers  of  Britifh  energy 
pr  wifdom.  But  I  fay  the  change  would  bef 
great,  the  danger  as  yet  untried^  and  the  iffuc  . 
more  dppbtful  than  our  prudence  as  Englifti* 
mep,  and  much  more,  our  duty  asentrufted* 
with  the  interefts  of  our  country,  fhould  per- 
mit us  to  expofe  it  to,  if  the  trial  can  he 
averted  by  any  honourable  means;  It  appears  ' 
to  mt;  the  greateft  peril  to  which  the  Britifh 
Empire,  whether  we  confider^its  power  and 
greatnefs  without,  of  its;  fecurity,  freedom, 
and  independence  within,  ever  was  or  can  be 
expofed*  On  the  queftion,  therefore,  as  it  re- 
gards Great  Britain*  I  have  no  hpfitation  in 
affenting  to  the  meafupe,  and  concurring  in 
^hisaddrcfs.    . 

This  confixleration  might,  perhaps,  be 
thought  in  ftrii^nefs  fuffi^cient  for  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Parliament,  fince  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  is  no  doubt  competent  to  deliberate 
and  decide  on  all  that  regards  the  intercft  of 
Ireland  in  this  queflion.  No  man  is  lefs  dil^ 
pofcd  than  I  am,  to  coi^trovert  the  concurrent 
competence  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  to  'dell- 
berate,  and  its  exclufive  competence  to  decide 
Uz  the 
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tiie  queftion  as  it  regards  Ire^nd.  T  mtift, 
Sereftheleffl^  think  the  intereft  of  Ireland  id 
this  meafnre,  a  very  material  point  in  the  deli- 
betfttfoia  of  the  Bntifh  Parliament  alfo.  For 
although  an  entire  union  with  that  country 
api^ears  to  be  dcfirable  on  a  fcparate  view  of 
Bfitifli  interefi;  yet.it  would,  in  my  opinion, 
eeafe  to  be  fo,  if  it  were  not  advantageous  to 
Ireland  alfo.  The  benefit  mufi  be  nlUtual  in 
this  mutual  trinfadion,  *in  order  to  be  enjoyed 
l)y  either*  The  evils .  attending  reparation 
-would  not  be  removed,  but  on  the  contrary 
wbuld  in  my  judgment,  be  much  enhanced, 
ty  any  meafure  which  Should  unite  us  at  the 
expence,  or  to  the  effential  prejudice  of  either. 
If  fincereand  cordial  harmony  is  not  the  fruit 
,  of  union;  if  identity  in  conftitution  is  riot 
founded  on  identity  of  intereft,  and  is  not  fol- 
lowed by  identity  of  fentiment  and  feeling  to- 
wards the  united  empire,  fuch  an  union  will 
not  cure  the  evils  of  impcrfed  relation,  or  even 
feparation,  but  may  bring  fomeof  them  nearer 
and  more  home  to  both;  and  will  produce  but 
few  of  thofe  advantages  which  I  confider  as 
the  true  inducements  to  that  meafure,  I 
claim  it,  therefore,  as  an  Englifh  queftion,  to 
enquire  whether  Uijion  with  Great  Britain 
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will  be  beneficid  to  Ireland^  and  I  fhouldpro 
pofe  to  purfue  that  enquiry  not  forthe  pur- 
pofe  of  inftruding  Ireland  in  her  own  inter^fts 
or  duties,  but  for  that  of  informing  ourfelvcs 
of  the  intereft  of  our  own  Qoruntry  in  this  mea- 
fure^  and  refting  the  judgment  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament,  if  it  fhould  be  favourable  to  it,  on 
the  only  fplid  and  fecure  bafis,  of  riiutual  and 
Teciproc^f  advantage. 

I  am,  thereibre,  to  confider  the  confe- 
quences  which  wpuld  refult  to  Irclaud^  from 
tjiat  fituation  of  whieh  I  have  already  de- 
fcribed  fome  of  the  confequences  to  England  j 
I  mean  a  total  feparation  from  Great  Britain, 
^nd  alliance  with  the  French  Republic.  J 
have  already  affumed  as  the  firft  fruit  of  (hi? 
event,  or  probably  as  either  preceding  or  ac-» 
company ing  it,  the  abolition,  in  all  its  partsj 
of  the  prefent  ponflitutioa  of  Ir^and,  the 
25ealous  attachment  to  which  is  oppofed  to  all 
the  advantages  of  Union,  and  the  eftablifh-r 
ment  on  its  ruins,  of  an  Irifh  Republic  on  the 
French  model.  This  change  and  all  the  com-i 
plicated  calamity  it  bears  i/2.gremw^'I^con€idex 
as  more  fatal  than  all  the  reft' to  the  happinef^ 
of  Ireland  i  but  Iwill  rather  poftpone  its  con-^ 
•      ,  fi  deration 
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^deration  for  a  moment,  and  advert  to  the 
other  Icfs  important,  indeed,    but  yet  ferious 
fcffcGts  of  fuch  a  revolution.  It  implies  tl^n,  ^n 
the  firft  place,   a  ftate  of  open  hcrflility  to 
England  y  and  this  warfare  mnft  in  all  pibba- 
bility  partake  of  the  nature  of  civil  war.    For 
it  cannot  be  imagi;aed,  that  Ireland  fhonld  be 
unanimous  in  furrendering  a  free  Government 
and  embracing  Frenth  chains;  nor  in  jMrefer- 
ting   that   abhord   compound   of  guilt  and 
roadnefs,  of  infamy  and  ruin,  to  the  blefCngs 
of  religion,  law,  honour,  fccurity,  and  genuine 
freedom ;  nor  is  it  imaginable  that  Ireland  will 
be  unanimous  in  rejeding  Britifh  connexion 
for  the  purpofe  of  fraternizing  with  France. 
The  event  which  I  have  fuppofed,  I  have  ftip- 
pofed  to  be  the  iffue  of  war,  in  which  one 
party  in  Ireland,  now  the  ftrongeft,  and  I  truft 
the  moft  numerous,  has  been  fubdued.     But 
fubmifHopi  to  force  does  not  change  the  mind ; 
and  were  fuch  a  calamity  to  befall  Ireland, 
the  new  Irifli  Directory  will  find   that  the 
armies  of  England,   v/hen  employed  in  the 
refcueof  Ireland  from   tha£  flavery,  will  be 
feconded  by  a  great  and  powerful  portion  of 
their  fubjeds.     Ireland  then  is  doomed  in  this 
event,  to  foreign  and  internal  war,  with  all  its 
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complicated  miferies,  of  which  the  bitternefs 
is  indeed^  yet  on  the  palate  of  that  uijhappjr  ^ 
country.  I  have  already  fpoken  of  the  difad- 
vantages  to  which  even  England  would  be 
fubje<fiqd  from  the  hoftility  of  Ireland.,  It  is 
manifeft  that  the  country  which  is  the  leaft 
powerful  on  Ihore,  and  is  null  at  fea,  muft  la-  ^ 
hour  under  the  fame  difadvantage  multiplied 
in  an  infinite  d^^ree.  A  French  army  in 
Ireland  is  the  natural  confequence  of  this  ftate 
of  things :  if  that  army  is  weak,'  it  cannot  pf o- 
te6l  them ;  if  it  is  ftrong  arid  adequate  to  the 
objeQs  of  France  in  fending  it,  as  affuredly  it 
will  b^.  Ireland  becomes  a  miferable  province 
9f  France.  But  Ireland  as  a  feparate  ftate, 
mtift  ^lone  provide  for  all  the  imperial  cfta- 
blifhments  to  which  Ihe  now  contributes  but  ^ 
a  part.  Ireland  muft  have  an  army  all  her 
own,  and  fhe  will  find  flie  muft  fubfidize  her 
allied  army,  not  by  treaty  only,  but  by  rcquifi-  • 
tion  and  contribution,  and  every  other  form  of 
exadion  and  extortion,  limited  by  the  modefty 
af  the  Prench  Diredors,  their  Generals,  and 
all  their  futordinate  officers  of  plunder.  They 
muft  have  fortified  towns,  and  all  the  efta- 
blifhments  of  that  cpftly  branch  of  defence. 
They  muft  have  a  navy,  build  fliips,  maintain 
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arfenals  and  dock-yards,  fupply  t&eir  navy 
with  ftores  and  provHions,  and  they  muft  man 
and  pay  thetr  fleets,   all  from  thetrown  fnnd^ 
and  refonrces.     Have  the  oKonomifts  o€  Iri> 
land  computed  the  price  of  lliefe  imperial 
honours,  if  indeed,  they  can  be  borne  at  ati  ? 
But  let  them  confider,  whether  the  infnlated 
trade  aad  wealth  of  Ireland  will  furnifh  either 
men  or  money  for  fuch  demands,  even  after 
the  people  Ihould  have  fo  far  befied  all  the 
experience  which  the  world  has  had  of  them» 
by  fubmitting  with  perffed  obediemce  to*  the 
utmoft  ei^adions  that  caa  belaid  upoh  them; 
It  wpuld  after  all  be  worthy  gf  a  momentVne- 
flexion,  whether  if  Ireland  fhould  not  fudden^ 
ly  accomplifli  that  which  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland,  feconded  by  an  armed  neiitiality  of 
the  maritiijie  powers  of  the  Norths  that  rs  tS 
fay,  what  the  whole  naval  world- have  tried 
in  vain,  I  mean  Ihonld  not  fuddcnly  acq  Aire  a 
fuperiority  at  fea  over  Great  Britain,  whether 
her  commerce  and  every  hope  which  iier  in- 
fular  fituatidn  coiild  fuggeft  pr  realiOT?,  nluff 
not  be  held  by  fufferancj^,  and  at  the  mercy 
of  that  jpowerful  and  offended  neighT^onir,  %or  • 
whom  nature  had  allied  iier,  but  whofe  ^tfil6-  ^ 
rous  offer  of  an  equal  and  hbiliofurable  partiti- 
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pation  iri  power,  profperity  and  happinefs  fhe 
had  rejcded  with  infalt,  as  if  it  had  been  tn 
injury.  Ireland  will,  no  doubt,  not  expeft 
after  her  reparation  fromEngland,  and  alliance 
with  our  enemies,  to  partake  freely  in  our  Eaft 
India  or  our  colonial  trade;  nor  will  fhe  ex- 
pe<ft  of  England  in  thofe  circumftances,  the 
great  and  liberal  facrifices  which  £he  now 
makes  to  the  fupport  and  promotion  of  Irifh 
induftry,  with  the  amount  and  j^articulars  of 
'  which  a  noble  Lord,  has  juft  made  us  ac* 
quainted  ;  facrifices  which,  however  liberal  in 
their  extent,  and  however  beneficial  to  Ireland 
in  their  effedt,  I  confider  only  as  a  natural  in- 
dulgence of  fraternaV  affedlipn,  as  well  as  a 
wife  exertion  of  imperial  policy,  while  we  are 
united ;  but  which  muft  of  neceffity  expire 
with  our  connexion.  Will  the  trade  of  France^ 
or  the  fhare  of  it  to  which  they  would  be  adr 
mitted,  and  the  conditions  of  its  tenure^^  conj- 
penfate  this  lofs?  Will  reftraints  and  prohibi* 
tions  on  the  commercial  iijtercourfe  between 
England  and  Ireland  be  no  lofs  to  the  latter 
^yntry  ?  Thp  papers  on  your  Lordfhips* 
table  will  ^nflrudt  us  on  that  point. 
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The  conSderaticns  which  I  have  already 
enumerated  are  of  no  light  or  ti  ivial  import ; 
but  I  muft  now  fet  befjre  tl.e  eyes  of  Irifh 
gentlemen,  one  infeparable  confequence  of 
fuch  a  revolution^  and  one  of  which  they  are  no 
doubt  aware.   I  mean  the  expulfion  and  coo- 
fiication,  not  to  fay  the  blood  of  thofe  who 
novi  fupport  their  antient  connexion  with 
England  ;   and  whom  the  caie  I  have  flated 
fuppofes  to  have  been  defeated.  But  will  coq- 
.fifcation  and  murder  go  no  deeper  even  than 
this?  In  the  lavage  triumph  of  democratical 
anarchy,  will  not  everyfriendtothe  eftablilh- 
cd  conftitution  of  Ireland,  to  the  authority  of 
law,  or  even  to  the  moral  reftraints  of  virtue 
and  religion,  will  not  every  one  who  is  guilty 
of  that  unpardonable  irremiflible  crime,  the 
polTeffion  of  property,  real  or  perfQna!,gre^t  or 
fmall,  will  not  in  a  word  all  thofe  whole  fitua- 
tion  leems  to  offer  either  a  lure,  or  a  curb  to 
violence,  be  involved  in  that  undiftinguilhing 
maflacre  and  pillage  which  fweeps  the  way 
before  and  bear§'up  the  tra;n  of  fuch  revolu- 
tions ?  I  nluft  indeed  put  it,  my  Lords,  leri- 
oufly  and  earneftly,  not  as  a  topic  of  declama- 
tiar,,  or  falfe  and  artificial  feeling,  but  as  fur- 
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nifking  the  foundeft  argiiment,  and  exciting 

the  warmeft  folicitude,  to  the  property,  ancf  I 

may  fay  to  the  induftry,  and  to  the  virtue  6f 

Ireland,  without  diftiriition  of  degree,  or  of 

l^eligioifs  perfUalion,  what  Would  be  the  con-^ 

fequence  of  a  complete  vi6lory  obtained*  by 

ll^rance  in  Ireland,  what  would  be  the  inevita*- 

ble  confequcnce  of  delivering  Ireland,  with  all 

her  political,  religious  atnd  civil  interefts,  over    , 

to  the  difcretionof  that  defcription  of  Irifhmen 

who  Would  then  become  their  mafters^  and  of 

ihatdefcription  of  anarchy  which  muft  follqw 

fuch  events  as  Ihavedefcribed—Ichopfe  rather 

to  hint  at  than  to  dwell  on  fuch  topicis.  They 

are  indeed  fitter  for  the  private  meditation  of 

thofe  who  are  concerned  in  them,  than  for  a 

public  difcuffion  or  rhetorical  ajnplifieatxon. 

i  am  content  with  having  ftated  fhoftly  and 

difpaflionately  the  nature  and  degree  of  fbme 

of  thofe  dangers  which  may  induce  England 

to  •  confent  to   Union,  but   which   feem   tp 

comn^and   Ireland,    with   the  authority   of 

urgent  and  inftant  neceffity,  to  leek  without 

delay,  the  refuge   which  this   mcafure  pre^* 

fents  to  her. 
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Jt  is  impoffibie  to  averlook  fbme  cireum* 
fiances  in  the  internal  and  political  condition 
of  Ireland,  which  bear  as  powerfully  on  the 
queftion  of  Union,  and  ieem  to  recommend 
that  m^fure  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  as 
ftrongly  for  the  purpofes  of  equal  government, 
*and  of  civil  and  municipal  happiaefs,  as  on 
any  other  grounds  whatever.  Ireland  is  a  di- 
vided country,  but  unequally  divided  as  to 
property  and  numbers;  the  leaft  numerous 
claft  polTeffing  the  property  and  the  power; 
but  the  moft  numerous  entertaining,  and  in, 
deed  cherifhing  fondly,  arid  tenacioufly,  claims 
on  both,  I  m6an  both  on  the  property  and  the  * 
power.  I  need  not  detain  your  Lordfhips  by  ' 
defcribing  the  extent  or  the  violence  of  thofe 
paflions  which  inflame  and  exafperate  both 
parts  of  the  Irifh  nation  againft  each  other* 
Everyone  knows  the  firm  and  immoveable 
bafison  wbich  their  mutual  hatred  Hands,  the 
iirreconcileable  nature  of  its  motives,  its  bit* 
ter,  malignant,  and  implacable  chara6ler.  In 
this  frame  and  temper  of  mind,  however,  to- 
wards each  other,  one  of  thefe  portions  of 
Ireland  claims  and  exercifes  what  is  felt  by 
both,  to  be  a  fpecies  of  dominion  over  the 
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other.  I  bciiev6  it  is  hardly  1:06^  mskk  to  &yy 
thkt  there  are  tviiro  jaaticms  in  keland:;  tvra 
Irifti  peoples;  the  one?  fovereign,  the  other 
fubjefik;  The  fovereign  clafe,  or  caft  of  Irife- 
mexxy  ckim  their  ibvereigrwy  ais  of  tight)  m^ 
ground  it  01^  an  old  title  of conqueft)  eoijfirijaisedv 
as  they  contend,  by  pojQfefllon^  acquiefcencei 
and  prelcription.  They  claim  alfo  the  iederjil 
fupport  of  Great  Britain  in  maintaining  this 
dominion,  on  the  folemn  grounds  pf  fidelity 
to  implied  cbmpa<St|  compenfatjK)n  forfaqri? 
jRces,  and  reward  for  f^rvices.  .  They  fhew.a 
dole  alliance  and  identity  of  vifiwarb«|AW«n 
themfelves  and  the  Englifti  iftte^eft  i^^wiand 
in  all  times,  and  they  rely  as  ftros^y.  q»  re^ 
cent,  and  even  on  prelent  exertion&iijj«a  edrit^- 
mon  caufe,  as  on  the  umform  t3ea®ur  «f  their 
aripientfervices*  In  a  word,  they  call  ;attmcc 
lapon  our  honour  and  our  gratitude,  and  they 
fupport  that.apppal  by;  iflream  andvfecies;of 
fa6ts  which  we  cannot  oantarovert  1  mtift 
confefe  that  I  have  always,  felt  this .  point  bb 
conftituting  a  true  and  praper  dilemnm-t^on 
the  oni£i  hand,  I  cannot  admit  the  afcendaiwgr 
of  one  part  of  a  nation,  over  another  :pa3:tiGf 
the  feme  natiooo,  to  the  extent  and  to  tixe 
purpoie   claimed   in  Ireland,  as  capable  of 
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afluramgaQy  chara6fcer  defer  ving  tltedeiatttili. 
nation  of  right    That  whkh  i*  a  wrong  on 
onelide^  cannot*  iiiteliiglbly  to  me,  become  a 
right  in  the  other.    Wrong  is  ndla  material 
out  of  which  h  appears  poffible  to  cohftruft 
right ;  and  I  do  not  think  th6  virtues  of  poA 
feflion,  preCcription,  or  any  other  lirriitaticJn 
of tiroe^  which  are  fiippofed  to  cure  the  vifetfs 
of  a  bad  tiljf,  at  all  applicable  to  the  cafe  of^ 
perpetually  fubfifting^  and^  as  it  were,  reflo- 
vating  wrongs,  efpecially  fuch  as  affe6t  the 
political  rights  of  great  numbers  of  men.  The 
Qperatictoof  prefciription  in  confirming  titlei, 
even  in  the  f^rivale  tranfadlions  of  jwoperty, 
is^  indeed^  diiFerent,  I  believe,  frortrthe  com- 
mon notion  that  is  formed  of  it  Prescription 
does, not  mst  the  original  vice  of  a  bad  titles 
but,  after  all  memory  of  the  good  title^  which 
had  been  fupplanted  by  the:  ufurped  one,  has- 
been  lott  ai>d  buried  under  the  oblivion  of 
ti-me,  preHbription,-  that  is  to  fay,  the  lapfe 
of  time  within  wKich^legai  memory  can  fur- 
vive,  dietermines  the  expiration  of  the  old  ti- 
tle and  gives  efiedl,  not  to  the  bad  one  which 
firft  fuperfeded  it,  but  to  a.  new  title  arifing- 
out  of  pofleffion,  and  confummated  in  .this 
manner  by  the  completion  of  prefcripti  ve  tiii^e; 
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Nothing  of  this  applies  to  fubfiftixig  and  (!oh«^ 
tinuix^g  wrongs,  m  which  the  l^iagth  of  their 
{Juration,  and  the  frequesncy  of  their  repetii. 
tio%  infteacj  of  (iiniinilhing  the  injury,  muft  , 
|>e  felt  to  be  a  grievous  jiggra"Yatk)nj  and  in- 
ftea4  of  converting  wrong  into  ri^ht,  feenis 
only  tff  improve  and  foortify  thetitk  of  thofe 
whq  fuffer,  to  ftiakeoff  the  injury  oh  the  firft 
oppprtwnity  that'OiFers.  If  pofTeflion  then  will 
npt  conftitute  this  iirigular  right   which  is 
claimed  in  wrongs  asbetweenthej>airtiesithenni- 
felyes,  neither  canit  he  imjproyed  t^)^  the  inte^' 
refts,  the  engagements^  or  the  dbfligations  of  ^ 
third  party :  and  I  do,  not  fee  how  th^  Jus  ter^ 
///,  a§  it  ifnay  be  called^  of  England,  Ban  af- 
feft  the  relative  claims  of  thefe  two  Irilh  na- 
tions, or  of  thefe  two  parts  of  the  Irifh  nations 
Oi\  this  ground,  therefore,  and  merelyom'  thisi 
general  and  ^bftra<Sl  view  of  the  qneftion,  I 
confefs  I  might  hav9  thought  it  difficult  to 
afllgri  ^  fufficient  reafon  to  preclud'e  his  Ma-, 
jefty  a?  Sovereign  of  Ireland,  from  concurring 
with  bis  Irifh  Pairliament,  or  even  from  exert- 
ing,  in  evGxy  lawful  way,  his  legitimate  pow- 
ers in  promoting  fuch  meafures.as  might  be 
calculated  to  place  every  clals  of  hi*  Irifh 
fubjeda  on  an  c^al  footing,  as  ;to   dvil 
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rights,  and  confblidate  thefe  two  hoflile  na- 
tions into  one  peaceable  and  united  failii!)r.— 
But  intrmth  your  Lordlhips  know-jhatifto- 
thing  ca,n  be  lefe  rational;^  nor  more  dangerous 
and  often  fatal  than  thefe  abftraft  vieWs  of 
pradlical  queftions,  afFefting  the  interefts  of 
multitudes  and  of  nations.  In  the  blind  puri- 
fuit  of  abftra6t  right,  weftiall  often  find  our- 
felves,  innocently  jio  doubt,  if  ourintentipnbe 
confidered,  but  yet  too  effe^lually,  the  inftru- 
nfients  of  great  pra6lical  injuftice  andapprefl 
fion.    1  believe  there  are  few  cafts  to  which 
this  obferv^tion  applies  more  clofely,  than  to 
that  which  we  are  confidering.-^That  part  of 
Ireland  which  we  would  wifti  to  redriefs,  claim 
not  only  political  equality  in  the  Government 
of  their  country,  a  claim  in  which  I  confefi  I 
cannot  help   fympathiling  with   them;  hut 
they  are  known  to  entertain,  and  to  nourifh 
yet  more  fondly  and  anxioufly ,  though  perhapg 
not  yet  fo  loudly  or  diftinAly  pronounced; 
claims  of  a  very  difierent  nature.  We  cannot 
be  ignorant  that  the  firft  application  of  thofe 
rights  with  which  we  fhould  be  difpofed*  taa 
inveft  them,  is  likely  to  be  the  p?rpelration  oi 
a  grea^wrong,  andtbatat  bottom,  that  wrong 
was,  perhaps,  the  true  an^  eventual  obje6t  aif 
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cal-refiiHf  of  ijt«  fRtt»«lai«imfc .  The  Cathiiics  of 
Ir(»l«nririlM>t'^a»if  olaiftivflk  .participation  in  the- 
ciiril  fr4WQcbi^rig*tyjoyai  by  their  Proteftant  ^ 
counjrymeii  .j  I^Utrth^y  Softer  claims  on  the 
/f (if>^r(^cf  Pr^teftaflts^  Ihft  prefect  jpofle(fioftpf 
whijehth«y tr:eftta5ro<?r$njfttrp«itw^^  andthcie 
clairas'are  of  ao  trlflii^  extent."    W*?  kaow 
the  afprnsig  ^hara6t€^;<i^)  their  ^ureh,  or  if 
yon-  pleaft,  o^  all  churches,  or  of  all  bodies  an4. 
defcriptionS'Of  ttieui    W^rftuft^  above  all,,  re- 
Ci^llefl:  what  h  perhapfe  morie  urgent  than  all 
the  i3«fti  that  the  Catholics^  be^es  their  claims^ 
civil  or  religious,  have  paffions  to  gratify,  p^ft 
fioosJbng  irritatedy  long  rdlrained,  but  not  pflt 
that  account  the  lefs  vehement,  or  dangerous 
i  haire  heard  fuchapprehenfions  treated  light-^ 
Iji  as  the  produ6lion8  either  of  imagination  or 
ignorance ;  and  I  certainly  pretend  to  no  ere-  • 
dit;on  fuch  points,  from  perfonal  ^knowledge 
or  inquiry*    I  fhould  wifh  therjefore  to  qna*- 
lify  any  thing  that  may  appeiar  rafli  or  per^  . 
emptory^  in  what  I  hazard  on  fuch  a  fub*.  . 
jecStj  byiavbwing  that  degree  of  diffidence  in 
mjr^  ownrt'  vrcws>  which  may  be  thought  be-- 
coflUBg/with  regard  to  faSbs,  which  though 
atteftedy  I  thinks  iali$£a£tonIy  by  others^  have 
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not  &llen  xxnAtt  my  own  obfervation.    But 
with  this  qualiHcation,  Iconfeis  that  I  find  it 
'  tlifficult  to  refifta  cooclufion  to  which  the  ge^ 
neral  knowledge  we  may  all  poflefe  of  the  hu- 
man character;  applied  to  fuch  fa^s  as  all 
admits  feems  to  lead  us.    I  muft  therefore 
prbfefe  a  ftrong  itnpreffion,  that  if  to  the  phy* 
fical  force  already  poflefled  by  the  Catholic 
body,  and  which  confifts  in  fhperiority  of 
numbers,  were  added  by  any  fuch  revolution 
as  tl\at  which  we  are  confidering,  the  advan- 
tages of  political  power,  and  the  weight  and 
influence  which  belong  to  the  authority  of 
Government  and  Legiflation,  ibme  d^nget 
might  accrue  to  the  property,  the  eftablifli- 
ment,  and  even  the  perfonal  fccurity  of  the 
Proteftant  in  Ireland  ;  and  with  this  appre- 
henfion  on  our  own  minds,  the  alarm  expreil^ 
ed  by  thofe  who  are  fo  deeply  interefted  in 
the  confeqaences  of  fuch   meafures,   feenas 
entitled    to    our  ferious  nnd  earneft  atten- 
tion. 

^  I  am  not  more  clear,  therefore,  in  thinking 
the  Caitholi'cs entitled  to  a  fair  participation  in 
the  civil  and  political  hranchifes  of  Irifhrnfen, 
than  I  am  in  Reeling,  that  the  Frote^ants  ought 
.  to 


n 

t9  fee  pratieiSted  wad  AeSmded  in  the  fecuiit jnof 
their  prcteerty,  their  reUgloa,  and  their  {i6r-» 
fow^  ag^ft  everyr  violence;  which  the  Catho- 
lics mighi|  be  difpofed  to  attempt,  when  they, 
have  pair^iram  their  preifenttftate  of  fubjec* 
tion  to  that  pf  authority  aad  power.  Thiedi* 
lemma,  therefore,  has  hith/erto  confifled  in 
tbb.  The  Proteft atfts  couli^  not  be  fupported 
in  that  afcendancy  which  fcenas  necefiary  wen 
forlheir  prot?6tion,  without  derogatiog  frofii 
what  may  appear  to  be  a  naturali  right  of  the 
Catbolics.  The  Catholics  ^ould  noir  he  fuji* 
ported  in '  their  claim  of  equality,  without 
tranaferripg  to  them  that  nfcendancy  which' 
equality  of  rights  mijft  draw  to  the  larger 
body,  and  which  from  that  mogaent  muft  ex* 
pole  the,  Proteftant§  to  daagejcs  from  which 
they  ought  to  be  prote<fted.  Such^  ff  em  to  b? 
the  pra6lical  difficultiefi;  in  the  way'pf  abftraft 
juftice,  while  the  Governmeiitof  Irclai|id  con- 
tinues merely  local.  An  Ii;:ifti  Parliament,  in 
which  the  afcendancy  is  either  Proteftant  or 
Catholic,  and  it  cannot  chooie,  but  lie  on  one 
,  fide  or  the  other,  piay  b?  e^e<St?d^  ftili,  I  fear, 
to  :gore  and,  lacerate  their  country,  by  ctoe 
or  othe^  of  the  hprns  gf  this  c^ilemmrf ;  and 
I  fee,  »o;pcrfe6t  remedy  for  Iriih  4iyi^i^ 
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and  its  lamenf able  confequences,  while  thefe 
two  enraged  and  implacable  opponents  are 
ftill  Ihiit  up  together,  are  ftill  endofed  with- 
in the  vej-y  theatre,  on  the  very   ar^a   of 
their  ancient  and  furious  contention-    I  do 
fincerely  think  that  this  divided  and  dou- 
ble  condition   of  the  Irifii  people  requires 
fomething  of  an  imperial  aula^  a  legiflature 
founded  on  a  broader  and  more  liberal  bafis, 
to  adminifter  impartial  laws  tp  all,  ^nd  to  re- 
concile fecurity  with  juftice.     While  one  of 
thefe  parties  muft  judge  the  other^  in  which 
ever  hand  the  fafces  may  bepkced,  I  fearthe^e . 
is  reafoti  to  expeft  only  violence  in  the  fuit, 
and  if  not  injuftice,  at  leaft  flow  and  imper- 
feft  juftice  in  the  decree.     My  mind,  I  con- 
fef$5  cannot  refift  the  convi6iion  arifing  out  of 
all  thefe  confiderations,  that  the  united  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  will  in  the 
peculiar  circumftanees  of  Ireland,  conftitute  a 
better  legiflature,  and  a  more  perfed,  becaufe 
a  more  impartial  Parliament,  for  all  Ireland, 
than  any  reprefentation  of  a  minor  part  or 
fe6lion  of  Ireland,  in  a  feparate,  local  Parlia- 
pient  ever   can.     I  am  perfuaded  that  laws 
beneficial  to  the  mafs  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
aiid  prornotingits  general  prolperity  and  hap- 
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pinefsj  may  be  expedted  with  greater  confi- 
dence from  the  united  Parlianient,  in  which 

'  local  partialities,  iriterefts,  and  paffions,  will 
not  divert  the  ftraight  and  equal  current  of 

•  legiflation,  than  in  an  Irifh  Parliament,  where 
thefe  ftumbling  blacks  mult  for  ever  bend  or 
impede  its  courfe.    In  the  united  Parliament 

-right  may  be  done  unaccomp^ied  by  wrong. 
Irifh  Catholics  may  be  invefted  with  their 
political  capacities,  without  the  Highteftdan- 
ger  to  'Proteftant  eftablifhment  or'property. 
Thefe,  qn  the  contrary,  muft  acquire  a  ten- 
fold and  hundredfol4  fecurity  in  the  Protein 
tant  Parliament,  and  the  genuine  Proteftant 
afcendancy  of  the  united  kingdom — The  Pro- 
teftant church  and  property  may,  on  the  othe?* 
hand,  be  fecured,  without  perpetuating  the 
prefent  humiliating  and  degradiAg  exclufion 
of  the  Catholic  part  of  the  Irifh  nation.  Such 
are  fo me  of  the  particularities  in  the  condition 
of  Ireland^  which  appear  to  me  to  add  in  her 
cafe,  many  powerful  inducements  to  thofe 
which  in  every  other  inftance  may  invite 
neighbouring  and  friendly  countries  to  a 
dofe  and  intimate  union  of  their  .govern- 
ments. 

I  con. 
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I  iconfeis,  that  to  me  thefe  confiderations 
furnifh,  Ijy  no  means  the  weak^d,  recotQ-* 
raendatioji  of  thi§  mcafure.  I  loofe  with  pe- 
culiar fatisfaiStioa  towards  the  profpe^t  which 
U  feems  to  opjjq,  I  think  in  trpth,  fdrthe  firft 
time  in  the  Jjiftory  of  Ireland,  of  doing  juftlce 
to  one  part  of  that  nation  without  injury  to  the 
other,  and  of  providing  for  the  general  pro- 
fperity  and  happinefs,  ^withouj:  bringing  caia- 
piity  on  any  particular  part.  For  I  cannot 
confider  the  admiilion  of  fellow  citizens  to  a 
participation  of  conimpnfranQhifes>asan  in- 
jury to  thofe  who  happen  already  to  poi]fefi 
them  ;  nor  the  Iqfs  qr  even  deftitutiQn  qF par- 
tial and  exclufive  dominion  over  fellow  fub- 
jeds,  as  any  wrong-  The  Proteftants  have  a 
iHcred  right  to  their  properties,  to  their  rejiigipn 
and  to  their -own  liberties;  but  the  liberties  of 
their  Catholic  brethren  are  nopart  pf  that  pto^ 
perty ;  they  have  no  narrow  corporate  rigfct* 
pv  none  that  I  can  wilh  to  fupport  th?ro  in,  in 
^he  government  of  thei;*  countrymen  ;»orca]fi 
^  fee  that  the  fubjeition  of  the  Catholics  nauft 
be  an  article  in  the  charter  of  Proteflant  li- 
berties. , 
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;  if  the  UnioH)  thtrefore,  prefent  a  Jiope  of 
«l*liorating  the  condition,  Snd  extinguifliing 
the  difcontents  of  a  'great  matjerity  of  the  in- 
habitants  of  Ireland,  without  expofing  the  reft 
to  danger,  but  on  the  contrai^^  adding  the 
moft  fubftantiil  fecuritiestoall  their  legitimatef 
rights,  I  ittuft  profefs  myftlf  on  that  accotint^ 
and  perhaps,  I  may  fay^'principially  on  that 
account,  a  warm  friend  to  the  meafure ;  and 
I  arh  free  to  confefs  that  if  theie  were  not 
to  be  the  .eonfequences,  I  ihould  expe6^  very 
little  adtVantage  from  itj  1  aiA  defirous, 
therefore^  of  declaring  for  rayfelf,  thit  I  fhall 
think  the  Union  much  moire  perfe6t,  iriuch 
better  adapted  to  all  its  beneficial  ends,  arid  the 
benefits  to  be  expe6led  from  it^  in  fuch  a  cafe^ 
I  think  incakulable,  if  the  juft  claims  of  the 
Catholic  Iiifli  are  provided  for  by  an  explicit 
article  of  the  treaty  itfelf.  After  having  thus 
declared  my  own  rnind,  and  diftin6lly  pro- 
nounced my  awn  judgment  on  this  great  lead- 
ing point,  I  think  it  right  to  add,  fhaf  if  any 
political  peculiarities  of  the  prefent  time, 
fhould  render  it  impraftieable  to  engrofs  thefe 
wholefome  provifions  in  the  written  treaty  it- 
felf,  1  would  rather  reftirain  my  wilhes  for  the 
,  imme. 
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imrtediata  accomplifhmerit  of  this  d^fihfele 
end,  than  eipofe  t|iis   great  traniaiftioti  to 
Heedl^fe  and  urrprdfitable  hazard;  by'aafe** 
Ibnable   perttnacity  or  impatiencei     Aflfl-'I 
Ihotrld  ilfHI  look  with  cbnfideiitie  to  a  period^ 
when  the  ofejetS  I  have  fnehtibncd  will  refnlt 
as  a  niatural  confequence,  from  the  treaty,  and 
when  this  defiraHe  change  will  floVe,  with 
many  other  WeffingsV  from  the  impattiality  ef 
the  imperial  arid  united  legiflatiire — If  I  were 
worthy  then  of  offering  to  the  loyal  Catho^ 
lies  of  Ireland  the  advice  of  ati  individtiat^ 
who  has  no  other  claim  td  tHeir  ittentiob^ 
than  that  of  tinitTng  a  fpirit  of  liberal  toiera^ 
tion,  and  a-ftrdng  favour*  towards  Gomrtfdil' 
right  as  oppofed  to  monopoly,  ^ofcombiningv 
I'  fay^  thefe  fenfiment^'  with  fotnething  of;  i 
pra6ticabtfe  difpofition  which  Would  not  rejeift' 
attainable  good  %hen  a  more  pferfe6l  acctitt* 
plifhment  of  right  is  out  of  reach,  T  wdtild 
implore    tnar-  prudent-  acquiefcence    ift  a  . 
meafure  whicii  muft  ultimately  confttiidate  j 
tbeir  interefts' witltthofe  of  their 'cotratry'j' 
which  will  bring,  in  it&Teafor)^  relief  to^  tli*''   '' 
Catholics  arid  leeurity  to  tlie  Proteltents'^  df 
Ireland  ;  which  will  impirove  the  we^th,*tft*j^  -'•' 
'  '     '  '    \        'profperhy,'     ' 
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pmfper it/,  the  dignity^  tl>e  zaaniierS)  and  tbie 
public  and  prlyal^s  h^ppinefs of  theit;  country;  . 
and  which  conferring  thcfe  bleflfingswith  op^ 
hand,  will  avert  with  the  other,  thp  certain 
ruin,  defolation  and  ilavery,  which  are  at  this 
moment  impending  over  their  native,  land. 

I  wiflu  to  guard  againft.one  milinterpreta* 
tion*  When  I  preler  the  United  Parliament 
to  that  of  Ireland,  as  at  pre&nt  conftituted,  I 
fhpuld  be  much  mlfundfrftood,  if  I  were 
thought  to  profeis  a  diftru{\  of  the  wi£loni 
and  jpftice  of  the  IriA)  Parliament  in  general^ 
or  to  impute  to  it  the  flighteft  degree  of  in- 
competence to  the  general  objefts  of  its  le- 
giflative  duties.  I  profeft,  on  the  contrary, 
the  higheft  and,n)w>ft  unfeigned  refpe6t,  both 
for  the  Iriih  Parliament  as  a  body,  and  for 
many  of  its  members,  with  whom  I  have,  in- 
deed, little,  or  I  might  nearly  lay,  no  perfon^l 
acquaintance,  butwhofechara^lers  and  talents^ 
as  public  men,  I  have  contemplated,  as  others 
do,  with  iherefpe^and  admiration  they  juil- 
]y  infpircv  What  I  have  hazarded  on  t^U  fuU 
je£ty  the  delicacy  of  which  I  am  not  infen&ble 
to,  amount^  only  to  thi&;  that  in  one  great 
branch  and  member  of  Irilh  aiF^iirs,  the  pre- 
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fent  Irifti  Parliament  muft  be  confidered  as  a 
party,  and  in  thofe  concern^,  a  major  part  of 
tire  people  muft  now  receive  the  law  from  ^a 
adverfe  and  rival  authority.  Wh'ereas,  jn  the 
United  Parliament,  the  Irifh  members  will 
furnifti  all  the  local  information,  and  wiH 
pofiefs  all  the  weight  and  influence,  which  the 
general  affairs  and  iuterefts  of  that  country  re- 
quire ;  while  thofe  local  or  partial  feelings 
which  might  warp  the  judgment  of  the  beft 
intefttioried  Irifhnven,  on  fomefubje6ls,  migbt 
be  moderiated,  and  temperated,  by  thfe  medi- 
ating impartiality  of  the  imperial  Parliament* 

'  1  would  now  cohfider  one  or  two  general 
objeflions,  which  I  have  obferved  to  be  mof): 
prominent  in  the  oppofition  to  this  meafure, 
^nd  -I  {hall  begin  with  that  which  appears  to 
have  been  the  moft  operative  and  fuccefeful 
throughout  Ireland,  and  tohavehad  the  great- 
eft  (hare  in  the  reje6lion  of  this  important  and 
lalutary  propofal.  I  mean  the  notion^  that  a 
Legiflative  Union,  however  beueFxcial  in  its 
efie&i  to  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  is,  how- 
ever, in  fome  way,  derogatory  tothehonour^ 
and  national  independance  of  that  country. 

/  The 
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The  whole  of  tfeis  topic  will,  be  found; to  be 
[    '         <:3fcn  appeal  from  reafbn  to  feeling,  and,  i  odeet^j 
^  fxoin  a  juft  and  genuine  feeling  to  a  blind  and 

^  iiiconfiderate  one.    It  is  intended,  like  raoft 

jj  of  the  objeflions^on  this  queftion >  tO:  preclude 

ij  the  dilcuffion  of  its  nierits;  and  what  is  pe- 

-caliar  to  this  particalar  objedion,  it  is  not  only 
intended  to  elude  the  merits  of  the  principal 
queftion;  but  feems  to  difclaim  tlie  difcuflioa  , 
even  of  any  proper  and  fpecifijc  merits,  of  its 
.  Qwn.  It  is  ufed,  in  truths)  to  diftjualify  thafe; 
to  whom  it   isi  prefentcd  for  all  deliberatioij. 
whatever,  by  exciting  the  paffions,  and  inter- 
pofing  the  flame  and  dazzle  of  enthuliafai, 
bjetweeii  the  eye  and  the  obje6l  it ,  is  to  exa-^ 
limine.  Thofe  who  employ  this  to^iej  kave  un- 
^  dQubtedly  a' confiderable  advantage;  for,  in 
^he  firft  place,  many  mqre  are  fufceptible.  .of 
Itrong  and.lively  feeling,  thanicapable,or  will- 
ing, to  form  an  enlightened  ^nd  deliberate 
.  judgment  on  any  fubje^ft  whatever.    In  the 
next  place,  the -feeling,  applied  to,  is.in  itfelf 
by  no  means  unnatural^  and  fo  far  from  being 
culpable,  or  a  fubjed  of  reproach,  muft,  on 
the  contrary,  be  claired  with  thofe  affedtions 
Yvhich  are  the  moft  beneficial  to  the  world, 

L  a  and 
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?»4  tHt.  moft  inmigiFable  to  tfadfe^^ho  poflefs 
'  t^mji  ;It4S)'  m  a  word^  a  brattdior  mode  of' 
paj^riotifroythat  virtue  vtJmh  'embmaiufB  the 
.  whole  Tai^e  of  our  public  dutk9»  and  which 

V    is  ^a  (Obje^  pfjtoo  fliucjh  refpe&  aM  if^nera- 

taiQft>  wbep  genuine  aad  weU  drke^ed^  aot  to 

cbaUajQge.fooM  indMlg^nceeven  in  ks  errors 

.  and  delufions..    I  cannot)  kowever5,^help  fuf-^ 

.ipe€^ing)that  :thoj[e  who  avoid  diicuilion,  are 

1^  veryiirxn  or  con&dent  on  the/ merits;  and 

tliatrpaiTiQn  is.fel^om  exclufively  appikd  to^ 

when  Tea  Ion  is  qn^tbe  fannefi^^r  Bi|*liii£afm 

.  ^,  indeedyingeneraly  tobe  a^ooimtd^i^nt  an 

,.  uniafe  .and  .uia&ithfiil  guide.  The  guide  i& 
himrfelf  blind,  ai^  I  know  .not  haw  t^iearch 
Iqi:  truth  vith  better  hope  of  rucce{6>  than  by 
the  Jight;  of  fuch  reaibn  as  Providence-  may 
haue  be;ttpwf d  upon  us*  I  ihould ;prof>oie^ 
therefor^,  to  follow  :  tlyit  cowrie^  airf  ta 
copfider  dKps^ffionatelj,^  even  this^  piii&oa.  I 

, .  wquldfairlyapddelib^ratelyenqttirevwhether 

»a.:iinc€re.Ttg»td  for  thfe  natk^alj dignity  of 

.  Ire^andj  ^oes^  Jjfjdeed,^  Oppofeiany  folid  oU 

j^ion  to  j  a  Ip^liiatiye  Union  with  Great 

,^,  .Britain.  ,  .,  .1^    ,  :.i  ;•/•    .•:•-.• 
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time^  isi  ^m^lyiing  the  liattjlref^and  ^[nlNrdation 
«fi-  thofe  vl»dil  a^0fe(ftk>ns  fo#ai'd5  f a^lcular 

r«l  bene v^Wfi^-i#A¥attfel  rid  ^Uhth  the  rivers 
ar  'ft as,  or  ftiMnSakiSj » Whteh  *fcttat)n*p^8  that 
wt^h  v^e caM^*aa^#ttuttti^;  >Pe^a^  ex- 
patlfive  lt)V&  of  dur  Tellow  creaftuties,  Which 
ha$  obtained  th6  general  naflkf  of  ^hilSiithra* 
py^  may  hav^beetti  cortipi^fled-intd  hat-tower 
bounds^  in  dt^dcr  toauginerit  its  en*gf  in  the 
proper  fcene  of  its  e&ertlon ;  perha]^  ibisllarge 
«Ki'  diffuft  tflotive  rtiay  have  -  bee^h  drawn 
home  as  it  were,^nd  retrench edf  Within  limits 
lAere  cotnttifenlbrate:  with  th6^  fize  and  f{>here 
6rf  burfiania6tiori,  Batn^  rtatt^r  R6^  orwhy, 
thfelove  of  oiff  countiy  c&rtainly^kifts;  it  is 
the  nobleft  affection  <)f theliXiramVbffeil!;  and 
t  have  no  dotibt  is  of  divine  origS'n-^I'am  to 
acknowledge  that  Ireland)  ^h  bj^  its  dSmen- 
iions,  its  locar-^fitioii)  and  fev^y  wfia:^  cir- 
xJemftartCe  attending  itj  dSeri  a  fit  ofeje'Jl  for 
that  paflSoriy  *he  ardeur  of"'  t^^hich  may' well 
be  improved  iiltdeiithufiafni^and  i5ea!,%  the 
many  natural  charms  whichj  I  tiffdel^and, 
jftbound  in  that  country,  and  by  that  to  which 
I  '  I  can, 
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I  can,  indeed,  fpeak  myfelf,  I  mean  the  many 
generous  qualities  which  diftioguifti  its  in- 
habitants, and  leem  to^ndear  that  nation  to» 
thofc  who  compofe  it — I  am  willing  alfb  to 
admit,  that  befides  that  folicitude  for  the  hap- 
pineis  and  well-being  of  the  people  who  in- 
habit  our  country,  which  is  the  proper  and 
diftin(Sive  feature  by  which  true  patriotifm 
15  to  be  recognized,  this  local  affedtion  may 
alfo  attach  a  fort  of  intereft,  and  a  certair^ 
importance  and  value,  to  the  ieparate  political 
exiftence,  or  individuality,  of  that  country^ 
That  identical  fpace  has  contained  the  habitual 
obje6ls  of  our  regard,  and  an  affociatiQn  may 
have  been  eftablifhed  between  our  local  and 
moral  attachment,  in  fuch  a  manner   afe  to 
render  it,  perhaps,  noeafy  abSraSion,  to  loVe 
the  people  of  Ireland,  diftinftly  trom  that 
which  may  be  called  the  love  of  Ii  eland.    Na- 
thing,  of  all  this  need  be  controverted ;  nor  ia 
it  defirabie  that  it  fhould    be   othcrwife — I 
would  only  demand  a  limilar  aflent  to  fomc 
particularities,  which  I  think  obfervable  in 
thispaflion,  and  which  appear  to  me  to  hear, 
in  fome  degree,  on  the  principal'  queftiou. 
This  local  patriotifm,  then,  feemstobe  limit- 

ed 


B1 

ed  not  only  by  ipace,  .as  we  have  feen,  but 
alfo  with  fotne  reference  tblhtie.  The  fpace 
to  which  the  a£Fe6iion  of  patriotifm  attaches^ 
is  that  which  we  have  been  accuftomed  to 
confider  as  our  country,  at  6  given  time,  that 
is  to  fay,  in  our  own  time,  or  during  our  own 
generation*  If  it  had  been  larger  or  fmaller 
at  our  birth,  onr  love  would  have  expanded 
or  contrrfted  itfelf  accordingly.  We  have 
feen  a  remarkable  inftance  of  this  expanfive 
property  in  local  patriotifm,  or  in  this  love  of 
metes  and  bounds,  as  related  by  Mr-  Hume, 
in  the  paffage  which  I  have  read  frpm  bi$ 
hil^ory  of  the  Uniph  of  the  Heptarchy.  W19 
have  feen  in  that  example,  the  inhabitant?  of 
the  lix  conquered  kingdoms  transfer  their  al* 
legiance  to  Egbert,  and  the  minute  partialities 
of  thefe  fix  countries,  tranfgrefs  their  refpec^ 
tive  bounds,  and  in  obedience  to  events,  dilate, 
as  by  common  confent,  fo  as  tp  occupy  the 
whole  furface  of  the  United  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, and  accommodate  themfelves  to  this 
change  of  boundary,  with  as  much  rapidity 
and  eafe,  as  the  ambition  of  the  Monarch 
himfelf  had  done  to  the  growth  of  his  domi- 
nions.     This  happened  in  the  very  feafon  of 
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seppgnahce  and  difguft  wfiich  fucceeds  ta 
conqueft,  and  a  vanquilhed  Mercian  or  Eaft 
Angle,  ceafed  even  in  his  own  lift,  to  think 
himfelf  degraded  by  being  called  an  Eng- 
lifhhian.  ^ 

The  fame  truth  has  been  evinced  in  Wales. 
Thofe  who  inhabited  Jhat  principality  in  the 
early  part  of  the  reign  of  Harry  the  8th,  felt 
their  patriotifm  and  national  feelings  boun(}^ 
ed  by  the  mountains  of  their  country,  beyond 
which,  indeed,  fo  far  froni  difcovering  the 
objefts  of  aife^ion,  they  found  only  thoft  of 
antieManimofityaiid  habitual  hofllUty.  The 
fame  narrow  bounds,  however,  no  longer  li- 
mit the  public  fpirit  and  affe61  ions  of  thofe 
who  have  inhabited  that  part  of  our  ifland 
fince  that  memorable  and  fortunate  aera  in 
the  hiftbry  of  Wales.  1  believe  I  may  ven- 
ture fo  fay,  that  none  of  your  Lordfhips  who 
may  have  an  intereft  in  that  country,  and 
that  no  Welch  gentleman,  or  inhabitant  of 
Wales,  woulci  thank  a  Welch  patriot  who 
fhould  propofe  to  reftqre  the  dignity  and  in* 
dependence  of  that  ct)untry,  by  feparating  it 
once  more  from  England  j  that  is  to  fay,  who 

(hould 


rromptt&|niog4o>9p»Iidei;j^ri|i^^^^  ^Sett  fitted 
t6  aiiy.garticip?^tioji.jft.thea|rfi\r^,^  ;, 

prii^,,ili  the  gjr^ttne^c0^1jderation,,o:|[  g^fy 
'  of  that  erti  j)ire,  of  which  his  countty  is  ms^  a ; 
^iftinguifhed  member.  They  would,  no  doubt> 
think  the  ^ijg^iity  ofthfM-  co^trym^a;^iti|0^ 
Jy  provixied  ior  by  |hisrecooQid>x^rD^ina1t^oj^ ;,  ; 
by  drjvii^  tfam  orioe  mpre  out  of  ]En^l,^4>«  . . 
land  coopii^s  them  up  within  the  mountains  ot 
Walei^  as  the  Saxpn  Conquerors  had  donehy  ■:_ 
their  BritiQi  anceftor^.    Iftiall-noteafilyper- 
ruad^  xuyfkiff  that  a  Welch  g^ntleinan.  wiU 
think  ^  affront  or  indignity  is  put  upon  hirii-. . 
felf,  pr  ihis  country,  l^caufe  lord.  NEtsb^Tj 
for  examp]^}  cai»  t)^k#  him  by  tjie  handa^fel- 
low-fubje^  i  or^ecattfe  hi»  cpuntrymfii  *|'P-    . 
LEY  was fnabl^d-^,  by  the  umpnof  Wale^^  to 
lead  the  Bri^ifh  fleet  into  a^lioii  <m  the  t^pt^ 
Auguft,  inftead  of  heading  foitie  mifer?ible 
j)redatory  inroad  acrbft  the  Welch  ittar^chesN. 

I  may  fpe&k  with  better  autbdirity  o^  ah6-; 
thcr  c6tiritry,     Thofe  who   inhabited  Scdt^     ; 
land  iii  thrr^giioFlCinor  William ;  thofe  i?h6 

.    "  >  -  ■      't 
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inhabited  that  psrt  of  Scotland  with  which  I 
am  beft  acquainted,  and  who  looked  from  their 
windows  on  the  hills  of  Northumberland,  at 
a  few  miles  diftance,  had. their  patrlbtifm 
bounded  by  their  horizon,  or  rather  their  eye 
bad  a  wider  r^nge  than  this  large  and  liberal 
paffiqn.  It  is  not  lb  with  thofe  who  inhabit 
that  country  in  the  ireign  of  George  the  Third, 
and  this  change^  lam  perfuaded^  was  operated 
much  fooAer  than  fome  Noble  Lords  feem 
difpofed  to  allow.  A  Noble  Lord,  (Lord  Hol- 
land,) referred,  on  a  former  occafion,  to  a  pro- 
ceeding of  this  Houle  in  the  year  I7i3>  as 
furnifhing  fome  ground  to  iuppofe  ths^\  the 
two  countries  viere  not  foon  reconciled  to  the 
Union.  I  am  by  no  means  difpofed  to  deny, 
that  the  tranfaftion  alluded  to,  njight  furnifh 
a  very  fair  argument  to  be  ufed  in  debate  on 
this  topic.  It  Certainly  imported,  in  its  literal 
acceptation,  the  wifh,  at  leaft  of  fome  indivi- 
duals, for  a  diflblution  of  the  Union,  being  au 
.exprefs  motion  for  that  purpofe.  It  was  nega- 
tived, indeed,  by  the  Houft;  but  it  was  made 
by  one  of  the  lixteen  Scotch  Peers,  and  fup- 
p(Mi:ed,  generally,  though  I  do  hot  know  that 
it  was  unanimoufly,  by  that  body,  I  have 
^       ^  .  no 
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no  reafon  to  complain,  therefore,  of  this  pro^ 
ceeding  being  ufed  in  argument,  to  the  point 
for  which  it  was  adduced  ;  but  I  jnuft  fay,  at 
the  fame  tiriie,  that  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
as  conclufive^  as  I  am  to  prefume  it  did  to  that 
Noble  Lord*  Your  Lordfhips'  lei  fare  will  not 
admit  of  roy  enterin^^  minutely  into  all  the 
particulars  of  this  proceeding.;  but  I  mud  at 
leaft  fay,  that  it  has  by  no  means  made  the 
fanie  impreffion  on  my  mind,  and  I  am 'not 
fatisfied;  that  the  people  of  Scotland  or  of 
England,  or  the  Peerage  of  Scotland  at  large,  . 
or  their  reprefentatives  in  this  HouJGe  who 
fupported  this  motion,  including  even  the 
mover  of  thetjueftion  himfel^  were  in  earneft 
in  deliring  the  feparation  of  the  united  kingf- 
doras.  I  do  not  think  myfelf  bound  to  believer 
merely  on  the  letter  of-a'motipn  in  Parlifi^ 
ment,  any  body  of  men,  and  efpecially  that 
enlightened  body  to  which  I  allude,  capable  of 
harbouring  a  defign  fo  abfurd,  and  if  fincere, 
fo  wicked  and  deteftable,  as  thstt  motion  im- 
ported, while  I  can  find  any, other  motive,  or 
car}  imagine  any  other  objeil  morerationaland 
lefs  culpable,  to  account  fuflSciehtly  for  the 
proceeding.     I  find  then,  no  difficulty  in  dif- 

M  a  covering 
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coyeting  abundant  inducemente  for  this  mo^ 
tian,  ftiort  of  the  abfurd  and  incredible  pur^^ 
pofe.which  it  cxprefles— ^I  oblervev  irithefirft 
place,  that  it  w?i8.madeinthe  Houfe  of  Lordf, 
giad  originated  with  the  fixteen  Veet$  of  Scot- 
land.    The  Scotch  Peerage  Vsras  undoubt^ljr 

the  body  whofelnterei^s  were  Icaft  confalted, 

'  ■     '  ■   ■        -   •  ■    ■       '     ^ 

^n4  who  were  the  worft  treated  by  the  Union. 
But  they  had  received  frelh  caufe  of  com- 
plaint  fubfequeiit  to  that  event  The  aboli- 
tion of  the  Privy  Cpuncil  of  Sco^tland  'wa$>  in 
my  opinion^  neceflary  to  confolidate  theUxiioD, 
\>y  removing  that  remaining  nucleus  of  a  fecal^ 
government,  and  feparate  intereft.  But  this 
meafure  afie6ted>  no  doubt,  the  views  both  of^ 
aflfibition  and  of  vanity,  of  the  Scotch  Peeni|[e 
and  qf  the  higher  order  of  the  gentry,  though 
it  very  little  concerned  the  people.  The  dif^ 
content  of  the  Peerage  excited  by  that  mea^^ 
fare,  had  been  yet  mor,e  recently  enflamed  by 
the  decifion  of  this  Houfe  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton.  His  patent,  as  Duke  of, 
JBrandon,  had  been  difallowcd,  and  by  that 
proceeding  it  feemed  decided,  that  a  Scotch 
Peer,  after  the  Union,  fhould  be  incapable  of 
xeceiyirjg  the  independent  dignity  of  aJBrltifh 

Peerage ; 
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Peerage;  adifability  highly  injurious  W  the 
Feeragje  of  Scotland,  iq  its  fonddV  kio^  and 
i;^eafonably  offenl^ve  and  difguftiag  to  .that 
body,  already  Ibrewith  prior  pmvocaViotis^  If 
we  confider  this  motion^,  then,  as  no  more  than 
the  expreffion  of  the  chagrin  of  this  body;  but 
efpecially  if  it  betonfidered ?5'a  ncitaiis  em- 
ployed to  give  weight  in  future  to  thmr  juft 
pretenfions,  we  Ihall  affign  as  w^eighty  a  mo- 
tive for  fuch  a  proceeding  as/ had  produced 
]pany.  others  of  great  importance  in  Pjirlia* 
pient.  Thefe  grievances  were,  indeed,  ex* 
prefsly  ftated  \n  the  motion,  amongftthe  rea- 
Ions  on  whicl^  it  was  grounded.  But  the 
Special  occafiori  of  thi§  traniaftion  was  the  e^. 
^^nfion  of  the  m^lt-t^r  to  Scotland.  Tl^is  tax 
w^s,  in  fa6t,  felt  to.  be  pppreffxve  on  th^t 
country,  and  it  w^s,  befides,  fairly  queftiona- 
ble  whether  the  impoiition  of  this  tax  at  that 
particular  point  oftime  was  not  contrary  to  an 
article  of  the  Union.  This  obje:£tion  applied 
indeed  only  to  that  particular  period?  and 
ceafed  afterwards,  but  it  was  fubje6l  to  quef- 
tion  at  the  time.  I  think  on  the  whole  that 
the  Scotch  members  of  both  Houfes  were 
jnjftified  in  ftanding  out  on  this  tax,  and  I 
thinjc  their  Union  and  exertion  on  that  occa- 
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fi<m  did  them  honour,  though  I  do  hot  think 
the  mode  of  .oppofition  th^y  chofe  judicious. 
I  find,  however,  in  the  very  occalion  which 
gave  rife  to  this  proceeding,  a  fufficient  tno* 
live,  and  a  much  more  natural  and  indeed 
juftifiablepurpole  than  that  which  the  motion 
Jiterally.imported.  It  was  intended  to  enforce 
the  oppofition  of  Scotland  to  the  rnalt-tax, 
and  to  coerce  the  Minifter  on  that  point,  not 
by  the  diffblution  of  the  Union,  but  by  the 
intimidation  which  the  very  meqace  of  fuch  \ 
a  fatal  ftep  might  be  eXpe6ted  to  produce; 
The  Englifh  Peers  who  fupported  this  mo- 
tion had  themftlves  been  the  authors  and 
promoters  of  the  Union*  But  they  \yere  the 
oppoli^ion  of  the  day,  and  it  appears,  could 
nrt  deny  themfelve^  the  fatisfa6tion  of  ufiag 
the  opportunity  which  this  Scotch  queftion  of 
the  malt-tax  afforded  them,  of  diflreffing  the 
Minifter  of  the  day^  by  the  (angular  and  rare 
union  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  Scotland,  even 
for  a  few  hours,  againftthe^Court  It  lafted/ 
indeed,  no  longer  ;  and  the  'oppofition  of  the 
fixteen  Peers,  fe^ms  to  have  fpent  and  ex- 
baufted  itfeif  in  this  fingle  a6l,  in  which  I  can 
difcernonly  a  general  exprefiion  of  their  own 
particular  difgulV,  and  a  wifh  to  ftand  well 

with 
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with  their  country  by  oppofing  the  irialt.tax; 
The  oppofition  to  that  tax,  and  the  attetnpt  at ' 
leaft  to  modify  it,  as  to  Scotland,  was  the 
Itrue  occalion  of  this  motion,  and  inftead  of  fo 
abfurd  and  flagitious,  but  fo  important  and 
momentous  a  defign  as  that  of  diflblving  the 
Union,  there  appears  to  me  to  have  been  no- 
thing deeper  in  the  matter,  than  the  wifh  on 
one  han4  to  teafe  a  Minifter,  and  on  the 
other  to  obtain  the  redu<ftion  of  threepence 
on  the  bufhel  of  malt,  in  a  tax  upon  Scotland/ 
I  am  a  good  deal  confirmed  in  this  view  of 
the  tran(a6lion,  ^by  obferying  that  although 
this  tax  was  renewed  every  year,  and  was 
obje6ted  to  by  the  Scotch  members,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  I  do  not  find  a  hint  of 
any- new  intention  to  diffolve  the.  Union. 
Various  other  queftions  interefting  to  Scotland 
were difcufled,  without  producing  the  flighteft 
intimation  oi  fuch  a  defign  ;  and  I  find  one, 
very  little  pofterior  to  that  on  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  relied,  fo  remarkable,  that  I  cannot 
'  help  mentioning  it ;  I  mean  the  extraordinary 
bill,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Peerage  Bill^ 
which  ailually  paflTed  this  Houfe  in  the  year 
1719,  but  was  thrown  out,  as  might  Jbe  ex- 
peftied,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  '• 

Neither 
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Neither  the  Peerage  of  Scotland,  nor  the 
Scotch  nation,  have  ever  received,  fince  the 
Union,  fo  Iignal  a  J)rovocation  as  that  bill  apf- 
pears  to  me  to  have  offered  to  them.    It  pro^ 
pofed,  in  direft  terms,  the  complete  disfran- 
chifement  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Scotch 
Peers,  and  ftripped  them  evea-^f  the  ele6tive 
franchife  which  the  IJnioRL  had  left  them, 
without  any  other  compenfation  worthy  of 
notice,  than  that  of  feeing  fuch  of  their  repre- 
fentatives  as  wereparties  to  this  fpoliatibn,  re^ 
warded  by  Britifti  Peerages,  which  vfett  to 
make  them  independent  in  future,  of  the  fa* 
vbur,  or  refentment  of  their  injured  coaftitu* 
ents.     This  m^afure,  as  your  Lordfhips  muft 
fee,  was,  at  the  fame  time,  the  mofl  flagrant 
violation  of  the  Union  in  Ibme  of  its  nioft  fuii* 
damental  articles,  and  could  not  failof  exciting 
general  difguft  and  alarm  throughout  Scot- 
land, by  breaking  fo  wantonly  the  integrity, 
and  ftiaking  thefecurity  of  that  folemn  treaty.  - 
The  Bill  was  accordingly  debated  with  great 
warmth,  at  great  length,  and,  Ithink,  with 
much  ability  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliame»t ; 
and  I  have  troubled  your  Lordfhips  with  thefe 
particulars,  for  thepurpofe  of  oblerving,  that 
throughout  thofe  debated,  on  a  fubjeiSt  fuffici^ 

ently 
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^ntly  pfFerjfive  and  irritatjog  tp'  Scotland,  ther« 

Wis  obt  droppeJ'frorn  the  lips  of*  a  lipgle  in- 
dividuili  ai)  fntipiation  qf  any  fpcl^  wilh  for 
reparation,  as'haid  been  expreffed  in  the  pro- 
tceediqg  of  the.  year  1713.  A  cert:aiin  proqf 
th^t  Ibch.a  wi(b  could,  nqt  be  general  in  either 
country^  gnda  pretty  conqlufive  argijment  tha^ 
it  W!^s  not  profefled  or  entertaiii^d  by  any  con- 
fiderable,  party  of  delcrip^ion  pf  i^en  tbeii 
known  in  England  or  Spotlandj  On  this  re- 
View  of  the  perio4  immediately  fucceeding^'the 
TJqion,  I  nright,  without  oiuch  prejudice  to. 
my  argument,  eon<:e4q  4II  the  Noble  Lord 
can  claim  frOqFt.  thq  motion  of  17^3,  though  I 
am  far  from  nxaklng  that'admiffion  in  fadj 
but  if  I  were  to  gr^nj:  that  \i\  the  year  1713; 
.Ibmeindip^fipnsof  uidi^9{iti0iiand  alienation 
between  the  countries  ren^airied;  'that  fix  fhort- 
years  of  Uijion  had  not  completely  appcafcA 
^nd  obliterated  the  animpfities  of  fojar  centu- 
I'ies,  but  that  fix  years  ipore  had  been  fufEci- 
ent  for  jhiat  purpofe  ;  that  after  the  lapfc  of 
fix  years  from  their  Uniqn,  no,  trance  of  unkind- 
nefs  was  difcernible,  and,  that  in  twelve  years 
after  that  Union,  the  ftrongeft  provocation  had 
failed  in  exciting  it,  !  do  not  think/I  fay,  that 
for  the  purpofe  of  the  prefent  argument,  I 
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ihsU  havjp  made  a  conceiSbn  of  much  iifalii«  Of 
importance ;  and  with  this  wmiijrk  I  fljall  pa6 
jFoiward  to  times  of;which  I  am  entitled  t<j 
rpcak  with  the  confidence  xof  perfopal  koQW^ 
Ipdge.  I  will  venture  then  to  affure  your  Lor4-^ 
ibipst  and  to  fpcak  for  my  neighbpurs  as  well 
f  srmyfelf^  that  at  this  day  we  fee  without  hu- 
x||iliation  g^  regret^  thqfe  tqwers  ;|ind  be4Con^ 
vjbich  were  very  neceflary  app^nd^ges  of  our 
independence,  at  leaft,  before  the  union  of  the? 
cro>yns;  when  we  had  a  predatory  enemy  with- 
in ten  iniles  of  us ;  ^e  behold,  I  fay,  with- 
out mor|;i4cation  or  concern,  thofe  badges  of 
imperial  dignity  mouldering,  and  in  ruins,  oq| 
pur  rocks,  while  we  can  fee  the  plains  below 
covered  with  crops,  which. tie  w^o  fows  is  now 
fiire  of  reaping ;  and  while  we  can  extend  our 
views  of  national  greatnefs  and  dignity,  ai^d  ^^ 
,  our  public  f  eelings^  whether  of  priidif  or  jq^  affec- 
tion, not  only  beyond  thipi  little  range  pf  hills 
that  we  look  upon,  but  to  the  remoteft  extrcr 
mities^c^f  the  habitable  globe.    I  will  venture 
to  declare  for  my  country,  that  lyith  the  ex- 
ception of  thp(e  falfe  Spotchmeii,  whom  the 
cncn^v  has  been  able  to  corrupt  or  to  delude^ 
aad  who»  I  truft,  for  the  honour  of  Scotlagd, 
«re  both  few  ai^d  conteiQptjble  ^  but  with  tha| 
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excepiioin.of  the  parti^santf  of  France,  I  wiit 
venture  to  {x'onounce,  that  there  does  not  ait' 
this  hidur  JJ^d  a  Scotchmaii  of  ^ny  degree  oi 
coiiditipn,from  Befwkk  tdth6  Orkneys,  whpfe- 
Britiib  patrlotifm  would  xiot  be  more  of!end« 
cd,  and  certainly  much  tiiprp  ^j^afonatly,  by  a 
propofal  for,  fe|3at^fing  thfefe  kingdoms,  thari^ 
the  patriotlfrri  of  Fletcher  of  Saltown,  or  Lock- 
hart  of  Caifnwath;  could  be  at  ,the  beginninjjf^ 
of  the  centnry,  by  the  propo^  for  nhftifl^ 
them; 

I  have  dwelt  ibmewhat  longer  on  this' topic 
ihdiXy  perhaps,  I  ought,  ptiifcipally  for  the  pur-^, 
pofe  of  (hewing  vf^at  the  nature  and  Value  of 
that  obje£l  is,  foi:  which  Ireland  has  been  per- 
suaded td  renounce  and  rejed  V^itH  anger^,  the 
^reateft  and  moft  evident  adv^afttages  tliat  wcn^ 
ever  offered  to  a  nation.  It  is  in  the  firft  plae^i 
then,  a  fentiqicrf^,  or  feeling^  which  it  is  difi^ 
ficult  to' dcifine,  and  not  perhaps  eafy  even  to 
conceive  diftindUyi  M  the  next  place,  thft' 
fentiment,.  fuch  as  it  is,  is  fo  limited  in  dura^ik 
tion,andt  fp  obfequibus  to  events,  that  it  it 
noit  chough  to  fay  that  it  expii'cs.  It  adualty 
changes  (ides— and  the  very  facrifilces  wc 
wodd  mak^  to  it  at  6ne  period,  wiO,  at  a  ftib^ 
,        i  ,  N  s  -ifeqifciii 
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fcquent  point  of  time,  and  from  thence  cvcf 
after,  prove  as  much  in  contradidion  withV 
and  as  offenfiVc  to;  this  very  feeling,  as  it  might 
be  welcome  arid  gratcftil  to  it  before.  What 
then  is  this  mfghty  chjcAto  which  luchlacri- 
fices  are  required  f  It  is  3il  airy  trnfufafiantiai 
leritimerit;  it  is  a  tranficrlt,  cvaneieent^  tficta- 
phyfical  point,  t6  \^hich  we  arc  called  npon 
to  facrifice  not  only  the  folrd  and  fubfbntial, 
but  the  perriianent  arid  perpetual  inteitfts  of 
two  great  nations. 

I  confefs  I  cannot  periuade  myfelf  to  rank 
a  fentimcnt  fo  fnbtle,  and  fubjed  to  fo  many* 
refined  and  delicate  modifications,  with  that 
found  and  genuine  affbdiori,  or  I  can  dais  it 
only  as  a  fubordinate  mode  of  that  priain  and 
manly  p^ifSon,  which  has  deferred,  by  excel- 
lence, the  ftyle  and  dignity  of  patriotifm: 
True  patriotifra  will,  I  think,  be  found  to  reft 
on  the  fblid  bafis  of  fdme  rational  and  ufeful 
•principle,  which  will  keep  it  ttnifotra  and  un- 
influenced by  time  orcircumftanc^f,  and  which 
may  ferve  as  a  criterion  todiftirigtiifh  its  ow^rl 
genuine  and fteady  courfe, from  tHe  capricious 
2tnd  irregular  motions  of  fome  of  its  many 
<:ouriterfeit8.  The  love  of  dur  country  may  btt 
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National  or  fantaftical  as  that  of  any  other  ob^ 
jfc£l;  ^ndv  I  muftconfiderpatriotifm  as  par- 
taking fufficicntly  of  tlie  nature,  of  general 
aflfeSion,  to  acknowledge  it  for  genuine,  only 
when  it  is  evinced  by  folicitndefor  the?  welfare' 
6f  its  bbjeft.  I  fix  on  'this  as  the  diftindiyc 
charader  of  fii!iccreafFe£lion,  whether  for  our 
country  or  for  any  other  objed  of  regard  Pub- 
lic love  is  founded  in  utility,  and  by  that  mark 
alone  may  challenge  its  defcent  from  Heaven. 
The  reft  is  all  fpurious,  and  to  be  viewed  rather 
with  caution' than  refped.  On  this  clear  prin- 
ciple, then,  ihall  we  not  fay,  that  a  true  pa- 
triot propofes  to  hirafelf  before  all  thingsV  the 
pWfperity  and  happinefs  of  thofe  wlio  inhabit 
his  country  ?  He  may  {ct  a  value,  if  he  pleafes, 
oil  the  diftihd  exiftence,  and  individuality  of 
that  country ;  but  if  his  love  be  well  regulated, 
and  all  its  modes  and  affedions  be  in  due  fub- 
ordination,  he  will  prefer  the  folid  and  real 
happinefs  of  his  country  to  its  metaphyfical 
identity.  It  is  to  this  chafte  and  difciplined 
patriotifm,  that  I  would  appeal,  on  the  pf e&nt  - 
queftion,  againft  the  noify  and  clamorous  pre- 
tence, which  would  ufurp  its  feat,  and  hear 
away  the  decifion  by  acclamation  and  tumult, 
before  a  fober  and  enlightened  judgment, 

founded 


:  feiinidpn  tliclblid  bkCis  of  public  utility,  iari 
i&U^skt^ti^ik^  d^i|£v&fdcHiigr 

Tpyitim  pp  itiy;  aig^viii^t  on  ihi$,  poiat,  id 
pl;|iH,  bat  I  thiak,  fku^^i^tofy  t^mii  if  a  fepft^ 
i?itdpdit|<fal  exiftcpc*  wy:c»twr3r,  oayfitai^fip, 
thexeai  intereft^<)f  the  peopled  {rdaiid^  i|tn<l 
ifXperf(^  inooi^  iiiuoEi  wjtb  tbe^ 

P^tilhr&mpire,  u^u^-  )|o  ^voduGtWcof&c^Hy^ 
^t^ndiz^ment  and'  hapfxnds  to  Ixjchi^^ 
4^^  an  Union  ihouldon  this  iiu^c  but  dcd^ 
iive  grouiid,'6f  greiait  aod  permanent  utility,  b^ 
i£iie  iitft  and  fondeft  Wiih  of  ^^ery  Iri;^  hearty 

.  But  ictus yicld.cvc:^  this  principle lotjl  01O4 
inent  Xct  us  fubfcribe  to  that  ftrange  incom-^ 
prehcnflWedriiy  which  Ihayeheafdproclaidfed 
\«ith  afort  of  triuaipb,eveii  in  this  Hcftife,  knd 
by  .whjfch  itjd  requiM  tha{  in  a  queftion  lufch 
as  thi$,  the  licjiflaiture  Ao;uld  banifli  from  their 
tbotjghts  arid  contemplatf on  every  coRccrn  fbf 
ihe  inter^ftsof  the  nations  which  they  jep%^-; 
ierftj  and  that  the  dccifion  of  this  miglrty  quef^ 
iiQO  ihpuld  be  founded  on  any  thing  but  its} 
influence  on  the  national  advantage  or  fecu- 
rity..  Let  us  admit .  the  jinfigtiificance  of  I/ifh; 
ptofperity  and  happiners;and  theexclijfive  titl9{ 
of  wha^  is  ^called  diftinQnefe  and  dignity,  ta 


pOT  folidttiile }  I  ftill  fey  that  cyejti  !tht5jf&  dit 
jeds  «e  pot  proyidAi  lor,  byrcja^ing^  th^ 
prcfcnt  aicafutc.    fjoy  ih^  choice  ddea  not  li^ 
betweptt  jhc  pi¥^t  ooiiditipn  of  irckiid  and^ 
Unfon.  Wc  are  flot.  ignorant  that  tjje  alterna- 
tive is  Jicfordmg  to  every  moral  ptobabihtyi^ 
union  or  ieparatba  j  that  19 1<)  fey  union  <y^ 
rnlnj  union  with  Great  Britaii^^drl^vety  to. 
France.  ■  |f  tins  mea^fure  be  not  adqpted^  we 
know  that  fbe  didifi^nefs  pf  Ireland  muft  exr 
pire;  that  her  political  e^ijiClion  muft  be 
accqoipHfljpd ;  that  (he  niuft  undergq  a  change 
a  thoi;|fand  fold   mqre  degrading^  as  well  as 
$le(lrudtve,  and   ^oire  fatal  to  h^r  iodcpen* 
flence  and  dignity^  by  nieans  virhich  no  xnifta^^^ 
ken  patriojtifm  can  prefer.  I  mean  by  j(bbjC(afo4 
to  a  foi;eign  oonquerc^^  01^  at  be0  by  a  debafcd 
and  (lavifh  dependence  on  the  general  tyrant 
and  ta£k-mafter  of  Europe    liifteaji  of  pre^^ 
fety  ^ng  her  prefent  in^fpendenee,  qr  acquiring 
pew  acp^ilioQ  of  importanpe  and  dignity,  by 
her  aifociatiiQfn  with  the  Britiih  Empire,  Ire- 
|a;nd  is  in  jjanger  of  dropping  into  that  comr 
mon  fepulchre  of  nations^  which  has  already 
buried  the  very  nara^s  and  memoriea  of  & 
fnany  ftates  and    j^ingdcwn**  now  no  more. 
y(]\\  %bei  identity  or  t||c  d%r«tty  of  Ireland  be 

pfefcrye4 
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prefervcdt  yAiea  after  being  firft  the  dupe  gind 
the  fervilt  tool  of  France,  ihe  beqpmesher  real 
and  eff^dual  flave,  under  fome  ridiculous  or 
antiquated  nick-name^  invented  or  rcviv^^  fpr 
the  very  purpofe  of  obliterating  her  own  ? 

Let  us  confider  this  cjucftion  in  one  view 
niorM&,  arid  fetting  aiSde  both  the  real  intcrefts 
of  Ireland,  and  the  chance;  of  feparatiqn  with 
Its  attendant  calamities,  let  us  only  compare 
theprefent  condition  of  Ireland  inrmere  digT 
nity,  with  its.fjiture  condition,  in  that  iingle 
refped,  after  the  Union ;  for  we  (hall  find  the 
oppofers  of  the  Union  roiftaken  in  the  means 
of  Gonfultingeven  barren  dignity,. when  thcj 
prefer  the  prefent  fituation  of  Ireland  to  its 
incorporation  with  the  Britifh  Empire. 

In  what  does  the  dignity  of  a  nation  truly 
confift?  Is  it  merely  in  its  feparatc^  or  in'its 
independera  exiftence  ?  If  Ireland,  from  th? 
v^ry' nature  of  things,  i;^  and  always  muft^ 
while  it  is  a  feparate  kingdorn,  reniain,  in  fome 
refpe^s  and  in  fome  degree,  dependent,  fubr 
ordinate,  inferior ;  and  the  day  after  its  Uiiipii 
witfr  Great  Britain,  becomes  altogethet  inde- 
pendent, foyereign  and  ecjual,  how  is  its  digr 


Hi 

HiiyhdM  allured!  by'  fe  fornicf  conditk^ 
thari  ^fthc  latter?  W<f  muft  enqiiirc  tW 
^hat  th*6^b'^frerttfrtu^  ihOf  &5 

Alflidugli  fffcbutd  wi(h  to  be  pcrreisily;  franll 
^nd  expfidt,  in  pomtlrig  out'  tHdfc  circtiln'-^ 
ftahccs  of  ncceffary  and  uhkVbMablc  fubordU 
hatiori  whichTcally  exiff;!  would  by  ho  mcani 
infift  ^n  bthefs,  which  I  hdVe  heatd  ehiargdl 
tippri,  Itlimk^  with  a  felfc^  pride  on  our  pari, 
and  perhapsr  with  reafohablc  offence  to  ihi 
ftational  feeling  of  iriihincn,  afld  which,  ac 
thefartre  tifhey  d6  not  appcaf'to  We  genuine 
toWehs  6f*fu*l)6rdihati6ri  in  any  tttpeBi:  C^this 
deicriptioh,'  I  confider  the  necclfity  utidii^ 
Ivhich  Ireland  latoufs  of  dYaimftig,  in  times  qf 
danger,  whfethef  ffSm  foreign  oi^  domeftie 
eneniics,  the  prbtcdHon  of  the  Britifn  na»vy, 
and  rtiilitary;  as  well  as  pfettrniary  aid  from  ' 
thiscotiiitfy.  I  Conceive  Ireland  itf  have  a  per-J 
fed  right  tothl^  frienclly  And  brotherly  co-<^ 
ration,  on  two  grounds,  which  feem  to  mc  i0 
preclude  altpgietheri  citlier  a  moifti^lng  hn- 
mlliatioTnf  oh  one  hand,  or  a'h  offenfive  j^^rid*^ 
on  the  otKef.  Firff,the  prcfcrVatTt^^^^ 
is  an  Engliih  intereft,  and  is  ^  conc^  f^iftilict-^ 
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cntly  precious  to  call  for  tbefe  exertions,  eveit 
ba  a  diftiiid  and  Jfeparate  view  oif  our  own  ad- 
vantage.    In  the  next  place,  Ireland  Is  en* 
titled  to  this  lupport^  from  an  Empire  to  which 
fhe  is  affociated,  and  to  thfe  general   lervice 
and  fecurity  of  which  Ihe  is  herfclf  contribute 
ing,  cheerfully,  and  at   all  timc§j  in  every 
branch  df  public  fprvice.     Her  feamch,  her* 
Toldiefs,  and  her  fevehue,   all    augment .  the 
general  iTolk  bf  Bfitifh  t-efources.    And  if  pe- 
culiar aiid  temporary  emergencies  have,  at  this^ 
tir  any  other  particlilar  period,  encreaied  the 
local  demahds  of  Ifeland  on  the  ex!ertions  o€ 
the  Enipite,  xve  itiuft  i-ecolledi  that  the  fcene 
of  danger,  may  at  other  times  be  fliifted ;  and 
we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt,  but,  oh  the  con- 
trary, hiiVe  recent  grounds,  very  honourable  to 
Ireland,  for  belie  virig,  that  fhe  will  be  ready  to 
farnifli  extradrdiriafy  exertion,  and  aid,  to  re- 
pel e^^traordinary  danger  on  this  fide  of  the 
Watet,  if  fuch  occafions  fhould  arife.  • 

I  muft  alfo  diffent  from  another  topic  which 
1  have  heard  ufed,  as  indicating  a  national  de- 
pendence of  Ireland  on  Great  Britain.  I  mean, 
the  advarjtiges  which  (he  derives  from  the  ex- 
tend vccorrtmerce  without,  and  the  profperous 

'      manu- 
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fnanufaiJlures  within^  which  are  fuppofed  to 
^  flow,  and  which,  I  believe,  reallv  do  flow,  in 
ia  great  part,  from  a  free  partjcipation  in  the 
imperial  greatncfs  of  Great  Britain,  and  from  . 
encouragements  whi^h  fhc  might  withhold  if 
fp  advifed,     Here  again,  I  think,  Ireland  may 
accept,  I  will  not  fay,  withou.t  gra^itijd?^   bv\t 
without  Imniiliation,   as  Oregit  Britajii  p^vight 
to  beftovir  without  pride.  When  the  quteftiofi 
has  been  l^ated  between  entire  feparat ion  ari4 
Union,  thefe  confidpratipns  arc  yery  pertinent-:, 
ly  fubmitted  to  the  prudence   Q.f  Ireland,  ^s 
they  h^ve  been,  with  great  ability,  by  the  N9- 
ble  Lord  *  who  preceded  me ;  for  the  advanta- 
ges allude4  to,  would,  no  doybt,  be  \yithdrawA 
with  perfe(ft  juftice,  apd  indeed*  by  indifpea- 
fible  policy,  if  all  connexion  between  us  were 
diffolved.  But  when  the  queftioji  is  placed  on 
the  footing  of  the  prefent  argunient,  that  is  to 
fay,  on  a  vie^;v  of  pur  prefent  imperial  relation, 
I  then  feel,  tha.t  confidering  the  impprtaacc 
of  that  rektioi^  to  Great  Britain^  as  well  as  to 
Ireland,. the  communication  of  thefe  impexial 
advantages  ieem«  to  beloi^g  to -the  very  nature 
of  the  Cafe,  and  ta  flow  naturally  from  tha 

^  Lord  Autljilancj. 
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fcojtiipcnt  pi  firatcriiity  atid  reciprocal  '  kipd^ 
tiefs  which  ihould  apcpixipany  fach  a  coa^ 
Bcxjon.  Thefc  favours  feem  to  be  prpnipted 
certainly  by  a. liberal,  bjat  at  the  fame  time,  by 
a  wife  policy ;  they  are  the  gifts  of  an  elder 

.  to  i'younget  brother;  not  the  waigps  paid  t^ 
i'fiipcrior  to  a  dependant.      Th,ey  ought  to 

,  iHititc  gratitude,  and  to  improve  as  well  as  to 
Secure  affedion  between  us;  but  they  need 
iiot  eithci:  exalt  thp  pride  of  one,  or  Humble 
thai  of  t^c*  other;  and,  to  iay  the  truth,  I 
ciahnot  help  feeling  that  the  pride  pf  Ireland 
may  be  very  ly^ell  reconciled  to  an  obligation, 
for  which  jfne  jias  the  qpnfcioufpefs  of  rejturo-' 
jhg  in  the  rcfcij^ropal  bleflingsof  iinperjaleon- 
liexion,  an  ample  and  correfpon,dir)g  equiva- 
Icht.    I  craze,  thcreforej  fuch  topics  a«  thefc, 

^ftbm  my    aijgument  of  Irifh  fubo^diqaiion.' 

'^They  appear  to  me, not  morp  ineonclufivc  to 
that  point,  than  fogiewhat  jrenioved,  jperhaps^ 
fr)m  that  li^rality  wjiicii  bu|ht  to  c|lara<aer-- 
12^  fuch  difcufnpt&i  whether  between  indivi- 
duals or  nati<iftS ;  'and  if  tliefe '  obiifl;i|tioDs  of 
Irdand  to  Greit  Bf itaih*  are  ever  enlarged 
ilpci(n,.i^ofrfei8^  I  ^oulli  fee  it  With  more  plpa- 
i^itiii  i^clafid;  than  in  this  country.  ' 


,ff9 

IThc^fp  real,  ipdications  of  fubordin^tiqiVi^^ogL 
which  j[  me^njip^cyer  to.feIjr>  appe^tojpac 
fuch.  ajs  ought  ijiot to  n^ortify  ii:elaiia^  b^cauf9 
they  arc  derived  froip  the  very  nat^ure  an^ 
conitit^tiQn  of  h^imaq  affairs,  ^^j^d  cfyeci^l^ 
ffomone  caufe,  vvjiich  muft  affor^l,  I  conceive^ 
rather  grajLificatio^  th^n^di^^ft  to  i^frtion 
feeling,  I  mean  the  iipperial  cpp^exiqa^wljicH 
makes  Irelajnd  a  member  of  the  noblefl  empire 
of  ,thje  globe.  For  what^  aftej  all,  is  this  fi^7 
perial  connexion  ii^  the  peceffity  of  wbicl^,w0 
'a^e  all  agreed  ?  If  it  be  any  thing  tnoi;c.  tl^n^ 
name,  and  if  it  afford  any  fubfjkaqtial  adxaar 
tage,  does  it  nott  conlift  in  fecuring  ^  coi^or* 
piity,  or  rather  ^  pcrfcd  pniformity^ad  unity^ 
in  the  counfels  of  the  two  couotrjc?  ofi  affairs 
of  iip|)erial  coQcem?  Suph  &Lre>  in&tpc  x^r 
fpeds  the  rpgulatiop  of  cp^minerce  j  th©4^nf- 
aiaions  and  iijtcrcaurfc  >yi|:h  foreign  ^atcs^  ih^ 
decl^iratlon  of  w.^r;  ^he.condu^  aod.dif^i9^09 
of  wfir^  the  negociation  a^d  ^^^ditioQs  of 
pe^ce.  Thefe  arie  the  pri4;icipal^  if  l^  ^11 4.he 
po^ntsjof  imperial  or  commoft^pricef  g  y  s^nd  iij 
thefe  it  is  admitted,  ai^  jt  is  pajjifdJ^hat^ 
foy  comn^on  fafety  ^and  adyapfage,^  t^^^ 
counXries  n^uf):  i^e  goyerni&d  ^y  one  ^if),^^  ^nd 
itirei^d  by  or^  \vill,  io  tj}e  feme  end/    Now 
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let  nje  aflc  in  what  manner  is  uniformity  to  be 
cnfured  on  points  fo  much  fubjed  to  doubt  in 
themfe)ves,  fubmitted  to  a  judgment,  I  meai> 
that  of  the  human  ipind,  the  variety  and  un- 
certainty of  which  is  proverbial,  |nd  efpecially 
where  fome  degree  of  temporary  and  ocoafional 
oppofition,  both  of  feeling  and  intereft,  may  be 
looked  for  in  particular  feafons  and  circum- 
ftances— I  need  npt  go  about  to  prove  by  any 
tedious  argument,  what  is  always  conceded  on 
this  ppint,  nor  nqed  I  fcruple  to  aflcrt  whait  the 
befl  Irifh  patriots^  and  warmeft  partizans  of 
Ii;i{h  indep6ndence  have  always  freely  acknow- 
ledged, jthat  unity  of  counfels  can  be  brought 
^bout  and  pre ferved,  only  by  leaving  the  lead 
to  one  of  thefe  'nations  in  thofe  points  on  which 

,it  is  neceflary'that  they  fliould  agree.  Every 
lenfible  and  enlightened  Irifh  ftatcfman,  has,  I 
think,  admitted  that  in  imperial  concerns^ 
Ireland  muft,  and  ought  to  follow  in  the  wake 
of  Great  Britain.  Here  then  is  one  authentic 
andjfignal  badge  of  real  fubordipation.  But 
how  is  this  neceffary  acquiefcencc  of  Ireland  to 
be  enfured  ?  For  jt  ftands  as  yet  on  difcretjon 
and  prudence,  not  on  pofitive  prdyifiojf.  May 

.  not  an  interval  of  paffion,  or  the  fpleen  of  fome 
ponfentious  moment,  or  the  inflq^nco  of  fome 

popula? 
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popular  leader,  pcrfuade  Irclandi  in  an  evil, 
hour,  ta^ffert  her  right  of  feparate  and  inde- 
pendent deliberation  in  the  common  concerns, 
and  to  vindicate  that  right,  by  fetting  up  an, 
opinion  of  her  own,  different  from  that  adopt- 
ed in  England  ?  Againft  this  misfortune,  which 
would  otherwife  be  pretty  fure  of  happening,, 
the  conftitution  of  our  connexion  with  Ireland 
has  provided  fome  fecurities.  In  the  firft  place 
we  have  the  fame  King.    The  King  of  Great 
Britain  is,  in  virtue  of  that  crown.  King  alfo  of 
Ireland.    Ireland  is  content  to  follow  the  for- 
tunes of  England  in  that  great  point 5  and  this> 
I  flate  as  another  circumftance  of  dependence^ 
But  there  are  other  ftill  more  fenfible  tokens 
of  pra<9ical  fubordi nation— The  whole  execu- 
tive government  of  Ireland  is  adminiftered  by 
a  viceroy,  appointed  indeed  by  the  Sovereign 
of  Ireland,  biit  not  with  the  advice  of  an  Irifh 
cabinet     He  is  appointed,  in  effed,  byaBri- 
tifh  Minifter,  he  is  fubjed  to  iriftrudions  from 
a  Britifh  Secretary  of  State,  and  refponfible  for 
every  part  of  his  adminiftration  municipal  as 
well  as  imperial,  not  to  the  Iri(h  Parliament^ 
not  to  the  Irifli  Laws,  but  to  the  Britifh  Par- 
liament and  its  high  tribunals.     Even  this  is 
not  all  5  for  all  this,  may  be  thought  infepa* 
•       .     '  rable 


fafefc'flto^  the  nature  aricf  frkme  of  our  cotf- 
n^aii^ni  There  rcmairisf  a  point*  wtKchwa^ 
not  fo  rribcH  the' unavoidable  cbhfcquence  of 
the  \ihp6r\at  cdnftittitidri,  hut  was-  ttioughf 
iilbjtSGt  t6  iuch  a  moral  andpH^IiticaVriecemt^t 
att  to^  haVtf  been  dfeTibciratyy^cnffed-tbari^ 
tekbx^d  f^  th^  nA>{l^ehtighfen^d'ariii'aMei^^ 
patKbtt  0titclinA;evtfi  intficjeafe  review 
d£)^6v  ddhrfitutlorfv  \vM  tobV  place  aft^af 
jfertdd  rfenthuftafm  add' triumph*  wKrch  fe 

.  Bcfdthnc  th6  grah'd  aera  af^Irim'firec(K)rn  and 
pi'Mei  f  ft^^tf  the  yfeaf  178*^;    T(^c  cifcnm- 

^fferice^i  nbx*^  aflude  to  is  thk  'the  legiffativief 
ft/ntfltioti^of  the  fovefeifgn  of  Ireland  cdn  be 
pctSotmt<i  dnlf  uHicf  the'  Great  Seal  fiot  of 
Ireland,  but  ofGr^t  Britaiii.  ISfotwlthftaiid^ 
ing  the'ej^fcifie  afid  jealous  tcridcrhfefs  of  the 
hiSti  tfatiQii*,  on  iU  that' could  rcrildteTy^  or 
evcti  iri  the' ffefiiicfnent^  of  pblrfical  fubtlety, 
dflfedt*  th6  indiependeocc  of  tfeeJr  Fatjrliameht  5 
aklioUgh  that  Parliament  is  the  fhrinc  oct 
v^hich  the  nition  itfelf  is,  it  fecnis^  now  to 
ht  laid"  a  vta?fn' ;  that  Irifli  rafliamehf  was 
lift,  and  teniaf Ab  at  tJ^is  hour,*  dcpeddchf  for 
thte  validity  of  every  dnfe  pflts  legiflative'affs, 
firft  on  the  Chailcclfoi^  of  Bfngland,  and  tlirbugh 
hii*  refpdhfibility,  on  that  very  Parliafnent  of 

England^ 
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England,  an  equal  participation  in  the  autho* 
rity  of  which  is  thought  fo  degrading  to  Ire- 
land. .  -God  forbid  that  Ireland  ihoulfl  change 
her  mind  on  thefe  points  of  voluntary  fubordi- 
nation,  or  that  her  pride  fhould  fuperfede  her 
wifdom,  and  a  /falfe  dignify  take  the  place  of*'' 
her  fubftantial  interefts  at  leaft  in  thefe  parti- 
culars. For  fuch  are  the  few  flender  tTireads 
which  yet  holdtogetherthefeponderous  bodies, 
and  whenever  they  are  broken  we  part  for 
good.  There  is  yet  one  other  circuni§;ance 
which  not  only  indicates  inferiority,  but  iS  fo 
wholly  irtecdnciieable^  with  every  notion  of 
equality,  and  appeiars  to  me  fuch  a  lingularity 
in  the  condition  of  ^any  country  claiming  the 
charafter  of  independent  (Qvereignty,  that  I 
rauft  add  it  to  the  Jift^  before  I  quit  .tiiis  topie^ 
Ireland  mufl:  tai^  Jher  part.ip  all  the  >^?^  P^ 
Great  Britain.  ^ ,  She  w^&  bear  her  Ibare^  of 
thdi-  hurtheas,  antj^  in?cur  a^  tl^eir  ha:^a|:4s. 
She-mafy  lofe  a  provin^ej^  or  may  Income  her- 
felf  a  province  of  the::t«eray.  .Yet  Ireland 
cannoty  by  thfe  titmoftfuccefs  ofthe  war,  ao-. 
quire  an"iicre  of  flew  territory'to  the  Irifl^  do*.- 
minions  *^  Every  acquifitaon  made  by  the  forces- 
of  flte  ]&mpire,  however  great' her  fhare  may 
have  been  in  the  danger  orexertion^  accrues 
'    '  -   p  to 
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h  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  If  m  iflarid 
were  taken  |>y  regiments  raifed  in  Ireland,  and 
cbmpofed  wholly  of  Iriihmen,  and  by  Ihipd 
manned  altogether  by  Irifh  feamen,  that  ifland 
is  a  Britifh  con<}ueil  and  not  an  Irifh  one. 
Ireland  claims  no  fovereignty  in  any  one  of  the 
foreign  pofFeflioBs  or  provinces  of  the  Britifh 
Empire.  She  pretends  to  no  dominion  in 
India,  in  Ceylon^  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^ 
at  Martinique,  Trinidad,  or  Minorca.  The 
Irifh  /Parliament  has  nev^  afferted  or  con- 
Cciv«  the  right  of  legiflating  for  any  of  the 
ibjiquefls  of  the  King  of  England,  that  is  to 
fay,  of  the  King  of  Ireland.  They  are  all  fubjc£l 
i^oJaSlo^  to  the  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain. 
Ireland  has  planted  no  Irifh  colonies,  but  has 
furniflied  planters  to*  all  thofe  of  Great  Britain. 
In  a  word,  this  whole  clafs  of  fovereign  rights 
and  capacities,  however  inherent  in  the  very 
nature  of  fovereignty,  is  wholly  wanting  in  that 
of  Ireland*  If  we  were  a][ked  to  define,  or  at 
feafl  to  defcribe  an  independent  fovereignty, 
ihould  wc  err  much  by  feying,  it  is  a  iiate 
which  can  make  war  and  peace^  which  can 
acquire  dominion  by  conquefl,  and  which  can 
plant  colonies,  and  eflablifh  foreign  fettle^ 
ments  ?   And  if  we  would  defcribe  a  fubordi- 
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nate  and  dependent  Gountiy,  could  we  do  it 
.better  than  by  faying,  it  is  a  country  which 
muft  contribute  her  quota  to  all  the  wars  of 
a  neighbouring  kingdom,  muft  incur  all  the 
rifks  of  tbofe  wars  and  partake  in  all  their  di& 
afters ;  while  all  that  is  acquired  by  their  fuc^ 
cefs  falU,  like  the  lion's  fhare,  to  that  country 
with  which  it  claims  to  be  co-ordinate  and  co* 
equal  I  will  infift  no  further  bn  this  un^ 
gracious  topic.  What  I  havft  faid,  was  necef^ 
fary  for  my  argument,  artd  if  I  have  demon«- 
ftrated  the  real  fubordination  of  Ireland,  it  was 
certainly  not  for  the  difingenuous  pleafure  of 
gratifying  the  vanity  of  one  nation,  at/the  exr 
pence  of  another,  but  only  to  obferve  that  ful>- 
ordination  muft  be  thecoqftant  companion  of 
an  imperial  connexion  with  a*more  powerful 
and  more  confiderable  ftate,  and  that  pride 
can  fly  only  to  one  of  two  remedies  j  1  mean, 
total  and  abfolute  feparation,  or  a  perfe<9:.  In- 
corporating and  equalizing  Unioii* 

-  This  argument  is  often  condu£ked  as  if  the 
queftionlay  between  diftinft  exlftencc  and  total 
extindion.  This  is  a  falfe  view  of  the  alternar 
tive.  If  Ireland  foregoes  her  ieparate  indi- 
viduaKty,  it  is  not  to  perilh ;  but  ftill  preferv- 


ing  in  fuU  Tife  and  vigour,  her  own  cxiftencc, 
fbe  becomea  identified  with  a  larger  whol^  ; 
und  fo  far  from  the  pretended  annihilation^witk 
which  our  adverfaxT^es  would  alarm  her,  fhe  apr 
pears  to  me  to  acquire  new  extenfionJ  *  I  would 
,  afk,  in  what  manner  18  an  inhabitant  of  any 
province  or  county  of  Ireland  degraded,  when 
he  is  enabled  to  fay  that  he  is  an  Irifliman, 
and  that  he  is  befides  a  citizen  of  the  united 
empire  pf  Great  J&ritain  and  Ireljind;  and  when 
inftead  of  admiffion,  ^s  it  iftere,  by  cpurtefy, 
to  an  indired  and  circuitous  advantage  from 
the  greatnefs  of  another  country,  tq  which  he 
himielf  claims  ta  he  in  fome  fort  a  ftrariger^ 
he  can  jtflfert  ?a  cleitr  a  title  and  as  pofitive 
ownerfhip  and  property  in  the  glory  and  pror 
fperity  of  the  empire  to  which  he  will  belong, 
us  any  patiy?;  pf  Great  Britain  can  dp  at  thi$ 
moment?  I  cannot  better  defcribc  the  cpndiT 
tion  of  Ireland  aft^r  the  Union,  pr  better  iilufr 
trate  the  improvement  pf  its  independence  and 
dignity,  than  by  faying,  that  her  fituation  will 
from  that  moment  be  pfecifely  the  fame  in  all 
points  with  that  of  Great  Britain  herfelf.  Vn^ 
jefs  we  fuppofe,  therefore,  Ireland  in  her  pre- 
fent  fituation,  more  independent  and  lefs  fub-? 
ordinate  than  Great  Britain,  we  cannot  imar 

-     .  gine 
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gine  that  her  indeperideticQ  will  be  diminllhed 
by  the  Union,  And  if  it  be  true,  as- we  have 
fhewn^.tbat  ihe  is  at  prefent,  dependent,  and 
fubbrdinate  to  Great  Britain  in  many  refpeda, 
it  is  clear,  that  a  Union  which  Ihall  have  the 
effcGt  of  placing  thq  two  countries  on  a  footing 
of  perfeA  equality,  muft  improve  the  indci- . 
pendence  and  dignity  of  the  inferior,  that  is  to 
fey,  of  Ireland,  Is  Ireland  then  annihilated  by 
thefe  means?  Noj  Ireland  is  ftill  Ireland^ 
.while  a  new  fcope  is  given  to  the  pride,  and  ^ 
larger  field  opened  to  the  patriotifm  of  every 
Iriihman,  Let  me  afk,  in  fine,  where  we 
ftiall  difcover  in  the  jprefent  condition  of  Ire- 
land, that  fuperior  degree  of  independent 
dignity,  which  fliduld  outweigh  the  real  ?ind 
folid  benefits  of  Union ;  or  where  we  can  per- 
ceive in  the  change  which  that  Union  will 
operate  on  the  political  fituation 'of  Ireland, 
the  degradation  and  indignity  which  fhould 
forbid  her  even  to  deliberate,  and  raife  an  in- 
fuperable  barrier,  both  to  her  aggrandizement 
and  happir^efs  ? 

I  do  conceive,  indeed,  how  the  fituation  of 
fome  individuals  may  be  fuch  as  to  afford  a 
greater  {hare  of  perfpnal  confideration  or  ad- 
vantage 
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vantage  in  Ireland,  while  confined  within  its 
prefent  limits,  than  they  might  obtain  on  the 
greater  theatre  of  the  miited  kingdoms.  Even 
here,  indeed,  the  computation  maj  be  fattaci*- 
ous ;  but  however  that  queftion  may  ftand 
with  regard  to  individuals,  I  am  fur^that  the 
inhabitants  of  Ireland  will  gratify  a  ibtind  love 
of  national  dignity,  while  they  procure  to 
their  country  unfpeakable  advantages  of  every 
other  fort,  by  their  acceijion  to  the  noble  em- 
pire of  which  the  Union  would  make  them 
citizens. 

I  muft  therefore  conclude,  that  although  I 
muftrelpeft  the  feelings  of  thofe  who,  follow- 
ing this  inftind  of  national  pride,  which  I  have 
allowed  to  be  in  fomefort  natural,  have  beea^ 
blinded  to  the  true  merits  of  this  queftion, 
either  as  it  regards  the  interefts  or  the  dignity 
of  their  country;  and,  although  I  cannot  re- 
fufe  a  confiderablc  degree  of  indulgence,  evfen 
to  the  intemperance  and  violence  excited  by 
any  form  of  patriotifm,  and  even  by  its  errors; 
yet  I  muft  perfift  in  faying,  that  thofe  will 
ever  appear  to  me  to  have  evinced  a  more  ge- 
nuine, a  more  profound  and  folicitous  afleftioa 
for  their  country,  who  have  pot  rcfufed  to  de- 
liberate 
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libecate  on  fuch  mighty  mterefts,  but  have 
rdifted  a  firft  and  falfe  impulfe,  and  chofen 
for  their  guide  rather  the  flower  and  lefs  cap^ 
tivating  torch  of  reafon,  than  the  more  lirdy 
flafhes  of  paffion  and  prejudice.  Nor  can  I 
refndn  f^om  adding,  that  if  there  be  indeed 
any  individuals,  or  defcriptionis  of  men,  who 
not  mifled  themfelves,  but  far  above  the  influ- 
enee  of  thofe  delufions  which  they  have  prac- 
tifed  upon  the  multitude,  have  feeri  no- 
thing in  this  great  queftion  but  perfonal  or  lo- 
cal interefts,  and  have  fought  to  mafk  a  narrow 
preference  of  individual  and  partial  advan- 
tage, under  this  pretence  of  national  pride  and- 
feeling ;  if  fuch  men,  I  fay,  with  thefe  mofives 
at  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  and  with  tht 
profanation  of  a  great  public  virtue  on  their 
lips,  have  fruftrated  the  wife  and  paternal 
counfel  given  by  our  common  Sovereign  for  the 
permanent  and  perpetual  benefit,  and  not  lefs 
for  the  prefent  and  immediate  prefervation  of 
the  empire  in  all  its  parts,  and  efpecially  of 
their  ovni  particular  country;  I  own  I  cannot 
part  with  this  fubje^,  without  declaring  loud- 
ly, that  I  envy,  neither  the  pillows  and  con- 
^  fciences  of  thofe  men,  nor  the  place  they  are 
Jikely  to  fill  in  the  hiftory  of  their  country. 

There    * 
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There  is  yet  one  objedlion  on  which  I  am 
difpofcd  to  trefpafs  on  your  Lordfliip- s  indul- 
gence, rather  from  the  importance  which  hasr 
bc^n  given  to  it  by  thofe.who  oppofe  the 
Union,  thaa  from  any  weight  I  think  it  en- 
titled to  myfelf.  The  point  I  now  allude  to, 
is  a  fuppofed  difability  ki  the  reijpediive  Par- 
liaments of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  fanc- 
tipn  fuch  a  meafure^ 

.  T^hisxs  another  objedion  on  which  the  me- 
*rits  of  the  main  queftion  are  waved,  and  in 
which  thofe  who  have  been  defeated  on  that 
ground,  or  who  are  confcious  that  they  muft 
be  ib,  would  ftill  take  refuge.  It  refembles 
a  plea  to  the  jurifdiftion  ;  and,  although  I  am 
^  farfrom  affenting  to  a  very  abfurd  dodtrine 
which  I  have  heard  falfely  afcribed  to  our  law, 
that  he  who  pleads  to  the  juriidjAion  fhall 
abide  by  that  plea ;  and  when  it  has  beeii  over- 
ruled fhall  not  plead  over,  but  be  concluded 
on  the  fads  and  merits  of  his  c.aufe ;  yet  I 
think  my felf  entitled  to  claim  thus  much  6-om 
thofe  who  refort  to  this  objedion.  That,  al- 
though after  it  lias  been  over-ruled,  and  the 
jurifdidion  of  Parliament  has  been  eftablifhed, 
they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  recur  back  to  the 
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<juefti6ir  of -expediency  J  yet,  while  W^  are  diC- 
cuifing  the  qu^ftion  of  competence,  and  for 
the  purpofq  of  that  argument,  the  merits  fhall 
he  ^^nted*  TtJe  objection  cannot  ptherwife 
|e  placed  on  it$'0^;frn  proper  andl  peculiar 
groiind*  For,  if  the  Competence  of  Pa^rliament 
Wej:e4^u!t€fd  merely  on  the  grpundci'  inejc- 
pediency  in'  the  particular  aft,  it  muft  be  fell 
In  ^  moment  that  the  queftion  of  competence 
wijh  regard  to  the  Union,  would  ftind  exaflt-^ 
ly  on  the  fatme  footing  as  if  it  related  to  any 
Pther  legiflative  nj^afure,  hpwever  clearly  withr- 
in  $h?  acknowledged  powers  ^p<i  daily  pta^ce 
of  Parliamenj:.  la  ofder  to  obtain,  theiefi^r^ 
a  diftln^  and  fubftantWe  judgment  on  the 
t|ueftion  of  coitipeteftce^  It  muft  be  kept  pure; 
knd  uncomJpJlicsiteii  with  any  other  confidfci^ 
tion ;  which  i^kii  only  be  dojae  by  tryingit  lA 
^  cafe  of  admitted  eKpediency*  I  think  roy?- 
jelf  entitled,  then,, for  the  purpojfe  $>f  this  aih 
gument,  to  ^urae,  that  the  propofed  Union 
would  be  beneficial  to  both  cou^tries,^  and  I 
am  at  liberty  to  fmte  its  advantages,  or  i|»  jie- 
ceffity  as  high  as  I  plcafc.  In  a  v^ord,  my  ad- 
verfary  in  thi^  argument 'muft  alf^Dt  to  the 
meafure  as  expedient  and  neceflary,  denying, 
only,  the  authority  of  Parliament  to  e^fecute  it. 

Q^  N9W 


;^Kow,  if  a  tneafiire  be  eJcpediertt,  I  am  td^ 
i&,  in  th*  -fiirft  pkce^  why  may  it  notbr 
excfcuted  by  Parliaflienft  ?  and,  in  the  ie«i& 
plaoies^  if  Parliament  i&  notcolhpeteilt,  "vvi^T^. 
fllalHwe  find  a  more  adequate  ftUtbQri«y  if  I 
haVe^  iof  me^  the  general  rule  add  law  of  the 
Coilftitutioh,  which  eftablifhe*  the  univerfai 
authority  of  the  Legiflature^  and  defines^  it  fey 
no  limits  or  qualification  that  I  am  acquaiitted 
with*     Whatever  the  whole  nation  ctmld  do, 
ifihete  were  no  Parliament,  is  within  the  re- 
gular apd  fundamental  powers  of  Parliamenti 
This  is.  admitted  to  be  thfe  general  rule  j  and 
AeFe  I  might  plant  my  fool:,'  at* leaft  until  the 
Exception  were  fpecified,  and  the  principle  of 
that  exception  eftablifhed^     The  univerfality 
■^  Parliamfcntary  power  has  been  charadterized 
<>y  the  ilrong  and  emphatic  title  of  Omnipo^ 
tence,     And^  in  the  theory  of  our  Gonftitu'- 
tion,  ftrong  and  emphatic  as  this  phrafe  is,  it 
ftcednot,  I  think,  be  deemed,  merely  a  bold 
figure,  as  it  has  been  called  by  fome  writers 
on  oUr-Qovernment,  but  as  literally  and  cor^ 
r^aiy  defcriptive  of  parliamentary  fupremacy, 
and  of  the  unlimited  foveroignty  of  the  Britih 
Legiflature. 

I  am 
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I  am  awar^  of  the  reply,  generally  made  to 
diis  affertion  of  mriimited  po1;^gr. ;  "I  tfiaj  \>t 
tsid,  that  powers  unlimited  in  theory^  Sre  yk 
finitt  and  ccmtrdulcd  hk  ^ffa^ice,  add  that,'  iti 
itflf«x«rcifia,  the  moft  unbounded  alithority'  is 
lHllci»cuHifcribed,  at  leaft  within  the  moral 
boundaries  of  right  and  wrpiig.  I  affent  to  this 
rcftriifliion,  and  even'  aflert  it  j  but  what  doe^ 
my  adverfary  gain  by  this  conceffioil  ?  Patlia-t 
meat  bughtnotto  do  what  is  wrong,  afrf  Is  to 
be  fuppofcd  incapable  of  doing  it.  In  this 
fenfe,  the  power  of  Parliaments  is  no  iuore  li- 
mited than  the  Divine  Omnipot6ric6  itfelf,- 
which  is  incapable  of  €vil;  I  fay  alfo  of  Par- 
liament, that  it  is  incapable  of  evil  j  and  I  fay 
it  in  this  fenfe,  that  what  Parliament  ddfeis  is 
not  to  be  accounted  evil,  but  is  to  be  taken 
and  acquiefced  in  as  right— Why  ?  will  it  bci 
faid.  Is  not  Parliament  compofed  of  men,  and 
therefore  f^lible  ?  Yes — ^but  who  muft  judge 
the  fallibility  of  Parliament,  and  to  whom 
muft  its  queftionable  ads  be  fubmitted— rif  it  ( 
be  not  to  other  men,  yet  more  fallible  than 
themfelves  ?  For  I  wifh  to  know  where  men 
are  to  be  found,  or  m  what  &rn>s  or  combi*- 
aations  they  are  to  be  affemWed,  t4  whom 


fuch  a  fupwUitivc  authority  cftuld  wkh  fefety 
be  confided.- 

The  more  we  turn  tim  argument,  and  tjkt 
more  carefally  it  h  vi<^ed  onail  its  fidesajud 
^bearings,  the  more  we  (hall  be  iatisfiedv  that 
the  only  fecurity  we  poiTeft  for  every  thing 
iraluable  in  the  Bmi(h  Govermment;  that^aU 
that  conduced  to  opder  ^nd  happia^^;  that 
the  whole  efficacy  of  our  Gonftitution  towarda 
its  great  and  benqficial  purpofes^  refidee  in  this 
(ingle  principle,  of  tht  unlimitedi  unquialifiedt 
fupremacy  of  Parliament,  There  m  no  appeal, 
acknowledged  in  th^  Qooftitution,  i?om  that 
authority,^  becaufe  no  appellate  tribunal  can  b^ 
imagined,  habile  to  fuch  a  jurifdi<3:ion  j  nonti 
from  which  the  \^ifdom  pf  thofe  many  agea^ 
which  have  brought  our  Conilitution  (o  ina*« 
turity  jtnd  excellency,  h^s  not  already  confti-. 
tuted  an  appeal^  final  and  conclufive  in  a\\ 
^afes  whatever,  to  that  very  P^liament,  from 
^hich  you  would^  ^again,  appeal  back  to  them. 
Obferve  the  vicious  circle  into  which  this  ap- 
peal from  the  Parliament  to  the,Pc<^le  m.uft 
lead  usr  The  people  at  large  cannot  convenit 
ently,  nor  iafely  for  th^n^felyes,  make  law,  w 

^dminiftcr 
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Partiament  h^  thelrfefore  been  framedy  as  2^^ 
fording  the  moft  cdtomodious  and  perfed  or- 
gan of  Lawr '.  aafti  O^rvcroffienty  atrd  the  beft 
and  latoft  fectare  depofitary  of  the  foverdgn 
aethotir^i  But  their  ade  muft,  itfeems,  be* 
qneftioadd,  sa^d  thdr  authority  fuperfeded  by 
(iiarvifry  peofjle  at  large^-  whofe  inability  ami 
6ttaptfte&  have' given  occafioh  to  the  inftitu- 
tidn  of  Parliament;  The  fpeedy  refolution  6f 
th6  at^ataent  into'  this  contradi<aion  and  ab-» 
fordity,  is, .  therefore,  nlanifeft.  ^ 

tt  is'  eafy  to  forcfee  that  diis  claim  of  arriiii 
^jnited  power  may  be  oppofed  by  the  counter-- 
claim of  a  right  to  refill  an  abufe  and  pef  vet^ 
fion  of  authority,  however  legal.  This^  quct 
rion  of  refiftance,  that  is  to  fay,  concerning 
^the  right  of  the  fi^bjed  to  oppofe  by  force,  thfe 
afl:  or  orders  of  the  legal  fovereign,  by  which 
your  Lordfhips  know,  Ifliouldnot  mean,  in  this 
country,  merely  the  throne,  but  that  I  fp^ak  Of 
that  body  in  whidi  the  full  fovereignty  of  any 
nation  refides^  according  to  the  eftablifhed 
Conftkution  of  its  Government,  and  which, 
with  reference  to  this  kingdom,  would  be  the 
l^HiameQt  J  the  point,  I  fay,  thus  explained, 

of 
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of  rcfiftance,  at  the  cfifcretion  xsf  thefubjca:^ 
to  the  iegaj  fQvearpigib  isiof  no  ^ialxoiwem^ 
attdpught  notto  be  ^aflijy  orJiriwrcwnsdf  $ipk 
ptQaohecL  Th^qwftioa  isbofhtghiunpoitv 
aisid  ddicate  coi9pleic|on«  Itr  i^q»»Lra  to  mt^ 
to  be  one  of  thofe  myfteries^*  ^t^atkfio^sdeiffii 
i3acat  of  which  is  ximch  coRi^ftwi  withrita  «h 
clufe  fandity^^  and  its  being;  wixhdatBm&^&oiai: 
daily  and  vulgar  contemplation^  t^bc  ydcrvcA 
only  for  the  great  ocpafiona  which  are.  worthy 
to  draw  it  forth,  and,  "  iih  4t  rokc  pontifiadt 
"  — wVr  to  be  Jeefiy  but  wmdered  at.^^  -1^ 
believe  it  is  impofRble  that  any  thing  better: 
ihould  be  faid  on  |his  fubjed,  than  what  I  find, 
quoted  by  an  eloquent  p«>tpi<rt  of  my  owa 
cQuntt?y,  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  S^ltow:n,  from  the 
mouth  of  Mn  William  Colvin,  whom  he  ftilea 
one  of  the  wifeft  men  Scotland  ever  had^  and 
vfho,  fpeaking  of  defenfive  arms^  that  is  to  fay^ 
the  right  of  the  fuhjea  to  carry  arms,  for  the 
p(,M:pofe  of  refifting  oppreffion  from  the  Sove^. 
reign,  was  ufed  to  exprefs  himfeif  in  thefe»i 
niarkable  words :  "  That  it  werfe  to  be  wilhcd 
^*  all  Princes  thought  them  lawful,  and  the 
*^  People  unlawful  No  wifli  can  be  motcr 
falutary^  and  no  anfwer  to.  this  delifcate:  and 
iiTippjtant  qu^ftion  can  be  more  perfectly  wife 


ar  ^jrdJr  as  dif<s?eetil  cchfefii  dfo,  that  on 

tfeii  fingk  fufejfe<a,  Ido  ftd^  like  the  folutiorf 

the  worfe:  for  -<4>eing  foffteWMat   oracular.-^ 

But  if>  a  perdtoptory  epmJdh^Bi  demanded, 

and  w*  "rtiaft  iieisds  protldiince^  I  thitik  myfelf 

cntitledtoiitifwferf^tterallf  Ih  the  language  of 

thercbirffcitutioft*    "No  limit  has  beeii  appointed 

to  ^the  authority  of  the  fovereign ;    tiot  any 

exception  fpecified  to  the  obedience  oi  the  fub-^ 

jdflr,'   The  xx^nlMtiltion  hai  not  forefeen  any 

cafe  of  refiftance,  and  has  made  no  provilron 

for  it.     Such  a  cafe  is  not,  add  cannot  be,  in 

the  contetnpl4*ion  of  an^r  conftitufion  what*^' 

ever.     A  pre-eftabliflied,  that  is  to  fay,  a  con- 

fikutional  right  o^  refiftahee  to  the  cotiftlttti 

ti^nal  fovere%n  is  a  folecifm ;  a  mere  contra- 

di^ion  in  terms.     It  can  exid  in  no  conftitu- 

tionthat  either  is,  or  ever  was,  becaufe  it  is 

iaconfiftent  with  the  Vety  notion  of  conftitu- 

tion,  or  government.    "We  muft  anfwer,  then^ 

that  refiftancfe  is  illegal,  and  is  contrary  fo  the 

law,  in  cYtrf  form   of  government  of  which 

law  is  the  foundation.     If  an  extreme  cafe  be 

jmt  to  me,  I  may  wfeU  refufe  to  anfwer  it,  un- 

ta  the  cafe  arife  in  pf aftice.     Stated  theoreti- 

caUy^  it  is  always  aHfnare.     Whdn  it  happens 

praftically  the  cafe  will  anfwer  for  itfelf  j  and 

if 


if  rofillance  would  not  follaw  an  the  fj^  o£ 
any  provocation  that  can  be  ilated^  widiaut 
the  previous  fan<£lion  of  fome  ^ecla^red,.  3X^ 
anticipated  a.uthpri7ation  iq  tl^  9onfti^oatfl[ 
legalize  it>  it  is  a  cafe  which  we  ip^y  prcH 
nounce^  by  that  very  criterion*  u^fit  3^  prp-i 
duce  or  juftify  r^fiftance.  Evqry  cafe  of  «f|ft-t 
ance  muftftan&aTit  were  upon  its  own  indi^ 
vidual  refponfibility^  and  muft  befuchas.to 
provide  for  itfelf,  without  the  aid  of  any  ajrtp- 
cedent  principle  tp  Jeapi  upon.  Such  csfy^ 
whatever  may  he  faid  of  them  by  hi^x>fy, 
whatever  may  be  felt  of  them  by  the  g(t9sr9U9 
fympathies  of  mankind,  mnft  look  for.no ,fupr 
port  from. law,  with  which  ^they  c4nnot  co- 
:  exift ;  they  are  all  without  the  pale  of  taw  and 
alt  illegal ; .  they  are  all  extr^-con(limtion»l ; 
,  jail  in  direft  contradiction  with  the  pairtiouUr 
£onftitution,  as  well,  as  with  the  gener^  prifi- 
Iciple  of  government  j  they  are  mere  folitary, 
-infulated,  fubftantive  fads,  equally  incapable 
of  deriving  froih,  or  generating  any  binding  . 
analogy  of  general  and  permanent  atithority. 
Tbefe  queftipns  are  not  new, in  this  country. 
We  have  pafled  through  a  <:entury  of  lixch 
controveriiee,^  and  have,  (inccthat  period,  eur 
joyed  a  cemvyry  mp?^  pf  happinefs,  the  fruit  of 

the 
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the  wife  aiid  profound,  as  well  as  fpirited  judg^ 
ment  of  our  anceftbrs  on  thefe  debates;  a 
judgment,  as  your  Lordlfeips  know,  equally 
removed,  on  <Mc  hand,  from  a  mean  and  puffl- 
lanimous  acquiescence  under  oppreffion,  and 
^n  the  other  from  thofe  fliaflow  Jbut  ruinou$ 
abilradions  which  fo  much  pains  are  taken  to 
bring  once  more  into  fafliion.  We  do*  not 
come,  therefore,  in  England,  fo  raw  into  thefe 
difcuiEons,  as  to  be  mifled  by  the  juvenile  re- 
finements of  political  metaphyfics,  or  by  the 
early  puerilities  of  thofe  who  may  have  read 
their  Locke  without  reading  hiftory,  or  who 
in  reading  their  Locke  have  forgot  their  hif- 
tory ,  into  erroqi,  which  we  know  to  be  as  fatal 
to  the  practical  bleffings  of  liberty,  as  to  the 
ftrength  and  (lability  of  government.  We 
know  that  an  eftablifhed  fyftem  and  theory  of 
refiftance  is  but  another  word  for  anarchy; 
and  that,  whatever  be  the  excellence  of  any 
conftitution  in  other  refpeds,  however  wifely 
and  fkilfuUy  conftru<aed  it  may  be,  even  for 
ftability,  in  its  otherprovifionsyletthere  be  add- 
ed this  one  principle  of  a  permanent  and  fub*. 
filling  right  to  refift,  even  in  the  mofl:  limited 
cafe,  fince  the  exiftence  of  that  cafe  mull,  by 
the  very  nature  of  the  thing,  be  fubmitted  xq 
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the  difcretion  of  every  hidividual  in  the  ftate^ 
th^t  conftkution  will  bear  in  its  boipm  the  feed 
of  its  own  diflblution,  and  a  principle  of  difper- 
fion  and  demolition,  utterly  irreconcileable  with 
the  tranquillity  orpe;<ace  of  the  people,  and  de- 
llrudive  of.  all  tenacity  and  duration  in  the 
government 

But  it  will  be  faid,  this  is  not  a  queftion  of 
refiflance,  and  wq  are  enquiring  only  whether 
this^meafure  does  not  exceed  the  limits  of  that 
authority  with  whigh  the  conftitution  has  in*^ 
veiled  Parliamentii 

,1  am  tlien,  to  afk,  fmce  thq  power  of  Par- 
Iiaaiient  is  general  and  undefined,  in  what  re- 
ipe£t  is  this  particular  a£b  diftinguifhable  from 
others  which  are  admitted  to  be  within  its 
competence,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  become  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  And  here  I  am  under  the  difficulty  of 
thofe  who  are  to  combat  without  an  adverfary, 
or  to  combat  an  adverfary  whom  they  cannot 
lee.  I  am  to  fearch  for  my  opponent,  or 
muft  begin  by  creating  the  enemy  whom  I  am 
afterwards  to  engage.  For  as  yet  I  have  cer- 
tainly heard  nothing  precife'oa  this  fubjefl:. 

I  muft. 


I  muft,  therefore,  look  aiiiongft  th^c  diftia^iv^ 
qualities  of  this  meafure,  for  fotrie  eirfcumft.a^<{ 
on  which  t^  lound  the  excej)tion.  The  firfl 
circuii^fttince  I  obferve  in  the  U<Hon*  of  twtf 
countries,  i&  an  exteEffioii  of  territory,  torrid 
pared  with  the  former  botrtidS  stnd  furfacev  of 
each,  fince  each  is  refpe£tively  augn^en^ed  bf 
the  acceffioa  of  the  other.  But  this  effe€t  of 
Union  cannot  be  a  ground  of  difquaMeation 
to  Parliament,-  fmce  the  conftitution  commits 
the  fame  power  to  a  narrower  attthority.  I 
mqan  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  alone,  ff 
a  conqueft  be  made*  without  any  contratr^ 
ftipulation,^  the  conquered  country  becomes 
fubjeft,  ip/ofaflOy  to  the  Legiflation'  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  King  may  alfo  ot)tain  by  treaty 
the  annexation  of  any  iiew  territory  to  his 
Crown,  by  which  means  it  will  fall,  of  courfe, 
under  the  Government  of  the  Britifll  Pariia- 
mcnt.  In  both  thefe  ways  the  dominion  df 
Great  Britain  can  be  enlarged^  to  any  extent, 
fcy  the  fole  prerogative  of  the  Crown — and 
much  more  by^^the  King  in  Parliament".  We 
muft  look,  then,  for  fome  other  ciircumftance 
in  this  dafe  to  exclude  the  general"  authority 

pf  ParliatHemt 
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fiefides  extending  the  bounds  of  due  king^ 
dom,  at  prelent  fubjea  to  the  fovereignty  of 
Parliament,  a  Legiflative  Union  eiictends  and 
cnlargc^^^  Parliameat  itfelf,  accommodating  the 
fize  of  the  LegiflatUire  to  the  aCceffion  pf  ter- 
ritory. It  amounts  then  to  aa  2iltera.don  ii^ 
the  frame  and  condition  of  ParHament ;  and 
\jv:e  are  to  enquire  whether  Parliament  is,  on 
tha.t  account,  difqualified  fifom  performing  it. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  remark,  in  the 
^tO:  p^ce,,  that  this  formal  change  is  however 
confonant  with  the  general  fpirit;  a^d  genius 
of  the  Conftituti9n,  I§  it  not  fair,  while  we 
are  difcuffing  the  conditions  under  which  two 
countries)  ^e  to  h? '  uwtedr  to  coAfider  what 
"Wpulcl  have  been  the  cafe  if  they  had  been,  one 
from  the  beginning  ?  Would  not  Ireland,  in 
that  cafe,  have;  had  reprefentatives  ixx  the  Le-^ 
giflature  ?  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  fhew 
from  hiftory,  that  vrhile  Ireland  waf  confidered 
as  exclufively  under  the  Goyemnj^nt  of  th^ 
Englifh  Parliament,  that  is  to  fay,  before  the 
inftitution  of  the,  Irifh  Parliament,  that  coun-, 
try  fent  members  to  t;h^  Jparli^ei^t  pf  Eng- 
land. The  fame  principle  has  generally,  though, 

I  do 


I  do  not  fay  without  exception^  operated  in  fi- 
milar  cafes,  I  mean  in  cafes  of  the  acceffion  of 
contiguous  territories.  Of  this,  Wales,  the 
Counties  Palatine,  and  Scotland,  are  familiar 
examples.  The  minor  inftances  of  Calais,  and 
Berwick  on  Tweed,^^  may  have  been  lefe  at- 
tended to,  but  they  illuftrate  alfo  this  general 
propenfity  of  our  Gonftitutiion*  While  Calais 
was  fubje£k  to  the  Crown  of  England,  that 
town  enjoyed  and  exercifed,  by  charter  from 
Harry  the  Eighth,  the  privilege  offending  two 
burgeifes  to  fiarliament*  And  as  foon  as  Ber-^ 
wick  oh  Tweed,  which  being  a  frontier  town, 
frequently  changed  mafters  according  to  the 
various  fortune  of  war,  was  at  length  fettled 
undet  the  dominion  of  England,  by  the  union 
of  both  CrownSji  and  the  final  extindion  of 
war,  at  the  acceffion  of  James  the  Firft,  that 
town  received  alfo  the  franchife  of  returning 
members  to.  Parliament,,  The  Conftitution, 
in  a  woxd,  leana  tlvtt  way :  and  it  may,  per-, 
haps,  reafonably  be  thought  a  greater  violence 
to  that  Conftitutioi;;!)  and  a  more  fundamental 
and  effential  change,  to  add  extenfive  territo-i 
ties  to  the  country  already  governed  by  Parlia- 
ment, without  giving  to  thofe  territories  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  Conftitution,  and  a  (hare  in 
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the  reprefentation^  than  to  accompany 'fuch 
an  acccffion  of  territory  with  a  legiflative  as 
well  as  an  incorporating  union.  Yet,  no  man 
difputes  the  power  of  the  Crown,  according  to 
the  prerogative  which  I  have  ^ately  ftated,  to 
operate  the  former  and  the  greater  change  even 
without  the  aid  of  Parliament  It  is  not,  then, 
fair  to  argue;,  a  fortiori^  and  a  multo  fortioriy 
that  the  larger  authority  of  the  whole  Legif- 
laturc,  fhall  be  niore  competent,  or  much  more 
competent,  to  the  frqaller  change,^  that  is  to 
^y  to  extend  the  bounds  of  the.  empire  in  a 
manner  congenial  and  in  unifon  with  the  Con^ 
ftitution,.  as  it  would  do  in  the  meafure  pro- 
pofed^  than  the  narrower  power  of  the  prero- 
gative caa  be  to  the  grater  ^change,  that  is  to 
£ay,  to  act  acceflion  of  territory  and  an  union 
with  other,  countries,  on  a  priabiple  abhorrent 
from  the  genius  of  our  Government  Yet  the 
competence  of  thefe  latter  aiSis,  whether  to  the 
Grown  or  tx)  the  Parliament,  has  never  be^ 
diiputed ;  and  refts,  iaadeed,  too  £rmiy  on  the 
repeated  and  ©rdiiiajEy  exercife  pf  their  powers 
to  admit  of  queftion« 

But  let  usMJetum  xm  this  obje^biom^  aaad  adw 
93iat,  that  a  LegiflalUAre  Union  v^^^  hselaoily 


muft  opierite.a  change  on  the  condition,-  c^ 
even  on  the  Confti'tutionof  Parliament;  and  l^t 
that  change  be  as  confidSerable  as  the  bbjeftor 
would  choofe  to  ftatc  it.  Does  it  follow  that 
fuch  a  change  on  Parliament  cannot  be  made 
by  Parliament,  as  it  may  be  faid  in  phyfics, 
that  a  body  cannot  a^ft  upon  itfelf  ?  Such  an 
alteration  appears  to  me,  neither  more  nor  kfs 

s  than  a  law,  and  as  fuch,  to  fall  within  the  na^ 
tural  province  of  the  law-giver,  who,  in  thi* 
country,  is  the  Parliament.  How  will  it  be 
fhewn  that  thefe  laws,  afFeding  the  Conftitu* 
tion  of  Parliament,  ar<;  alone  incompetent  to 
Parliament  ?  Our  own  experience  has  taught 
us  the  contrary.  I  dare  fay  there  are  very  few 
of  your  Lordfhips  who  have  not  aflifted  in  tlie 
paffing  of  laws  precifely  of  this  dtefcription, 
and,  however  warmly  fuch  meafures  may  have 
been  refilled  or  debated  on  other  grounds,  I 
will  venture  to  fay,  there  is  not  one  of  us  who 
has  ever  heard  or  known  this  objecfiion,  of  the 
infufficiency  of  Parliament,  oppofed  to  them. 
The  various  laws  for  limiting  the  duration  of 
parliaments,  for  regulating  eledions,  for,  alter-r 
ing  the  qualification  of  eledors,  or  eleded,  for 

•  disfranchifin'g  offending  boroughs,  and  com- 
municating their  franchifes  to  ftrangers,  that 

is 
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IS  to  fay,'  for  example,  to  tfie  freeholders  of  a 
neighbouring  hundred;  aH  thefe,  andntany 
more,  falling  precifely  within  the  principle  of 
this  objediion,  have  been  paffed,  by  no  H^her 
^juthority  than  that  (rf  Parliament.     What  are 
all  thole  propofals  for  whait  ib  caUed  fomdimes 
acKleratey^firaaBetiines  radical  re£brm^>but  laws 
for  the  alternation,  for  th^  total  &ibv»rii<m  of 
the  Conftitution  of  Parliament  ?   To.  me  they 
have  appeared  little  fhort  of  revolution,  inci- 
pient revolution.  .    Yet,.  I  have  never  .Jpeard 
pneof  thofe,  who  withfimilar  views  of  thefe 
prqjeds,  have  been  better  qualified  than  my- 
felf,  by  talents  and  weight  in  this  country,  to 
oppofe  them,  object  the  incompetence  of  Par- 
liament to  entertain  and  to  adopt  thefe  changes 
in  its  own  Conftitution,  if  they  fhould  appear 
expedient.  * 

An  alteration  of  the  dftabliftied  Religion, 
which  has  always  been  the  work  of  Parlia- 
ment, is  another  change,  afiid  a  moft  funda- 
mental one  in  its  Conftitution;  finte  the  whole 
parliamentary  franchife,  whether  eleftive  or 
areprefentative,  h  transferred,  from  one  ^lafs 
^and  ddTcriptiwi  of  the  people  to  ano^lKs:.     The 

whole 
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wiK)le.b  takcoirom  aU  tho(b.  who  pofleffed  \t, 
and  vcfted  in  tbofi^  ivJio  did  Hot. 

Tlie  kws  fo  frequently  made  by  Parliament 
for  altering  aoid  regulating  the  ^uoceffion  to  the 
Crown»  tears  a  Aroog.  analogy  ^to  the  cafe  whidi 
is  now  objeded  to,  amounting,  »cteed,  to  atotal 
diaage  in  "one  wl^ok  teanch*  or  member  of  the 
Parliament.       ^^ 

Tliis  obje^tbn,  then,  cannot '  be  maintained 
JimpUciler^  on  the  incompetence  of  Parliament 
to  faiake  -itC  alteration  on  its  bwn  conftituti6n, 
or  condition;  and  we  mnfl  come,  in  fine,  to 
the  fingle  point  which  my  imagination  can 
foggeft,  as  a  poifible  ground  of  diliinclion, 
namely,  the  great  and  fuperlative  importance 
and  magnitude  of  this  tranfa&ion.  We  have 
feen  that  all  other  cafes  of  a  fimilar  nature^ 
ejufdem  generis^  are  withhi  the  acknoVrledged 
powers  of  ParlianKnt,,>  and  the  daily  ej^prcUe 
of  thofe  powers.  Bat  thisi  is  a  meafure»  we 
muft  fay,  of  (bch  tranfcendent  importance,  as 
to  i^xceed  the  ordinary  capacities  entrofted  by 
the  Conftittttitm  to  Parlbment,  and  to  w&ich  the 
inherent  fovereignty  of  the  people  itfelf  is  atone 
eommenCurate. 

S       ^  I  can 


lean  conceive/ no  olher  rational  fhape  inter 
which  this  arginneht  am  b$\:<sl&^y  but  is  it 
rational  in  fubftance  alio ;  or  is  it  not  the  moft 
palfsiblc  and  tiie  greffcA  violatidii  of  reafon, 
the  wide^  departure  from  every  found  principle^ 
in  the  theory  either  of  this  coiifticiitian,  or  of 
^civenDnrcnt'tn  general  f  It  :wattkL  be  ftrange  in- 
djeed  rf  this  point  of  iuperior  importance  fliould 
fcrve  iny  adverfary,  fince  it  is  the  very  ground 
on  which  I  reftmpft  firmly  my  claim  of  excIuUve 
(ogoia^aftce  to  th&Parliameat^ 

^.  On  what  principle  is  the  truft  of  fegiflation 
committed  to  Parliament  at  aU?  Becau&  na 
people  on  earthy  not  even  the  fmajleft  popula- 
tion in  the  fmalleft  territory^  could  ever  exer^ 
uic  a  democratic  legiflation  iir  it^  entire  and 
theoretical  purity.  If  we  look  back  to  that 
mo&  antient  and  fimple  of  ail  cdnfti  tut  ions »  I 
niem  the  patriarchal,  pr  the  government  of 
fanaiUes^  which  has  been  r^rded  as  the  firftj 
and  oxi^nal  model  and  archetype  of  all  fuc^ 
ceding  govenimerits,  we  fhall  find  that  even* 
l^fb/  have  ttjefled  a  mode  o£  adminiftration' 
which  it  was,  at  leaft,  ea£er  to  execute,  with- 
ia  the  walls  of  a  fingle  tent^  or  the  bounds  of 
a  wandering  camp,  and  amongft  a  few  indi- 
viduals. 
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"Hduals,  than  in  atiy  other  moret  populous  ftatc/ 
AuAowty  wtts  m»  d^pofited'  wHh-felcaio^ 
fewer  haods  than  the  whdc  eVcn  of  thfefd-iaar-^ 
row  commun^ies.  The  hcsfdi  df  families  i 
the  ^chiefs  of  tribes  j  the  leldersf';  in*  a'word;- 
fotnfefel€ftbt)dy»  or  other,  ^dtnlriiftered  thcfe 
^EtsaAi  commonWealth&f.  It  wg@I3'^  4ead  "to  i  Ud^^ 
{»f0fitftblc«  teiigllh'  if  I  Weire- tapurfue  this^rcf^-t  - 
fofiiifg  with  ntiitnttenefe,*  m  it  would  be  «afy  iH' 
d^y  -up  to  the  -c^hfelufiofly  to  which  we '  all 
affentj  namely,  that  the'peo^  of  Eii^ljiikl 
cannot  make  law  for  themfelves  in  any  demo- 
cratic forni  of  conftitutioo  j  that  they  •  are  not 
,  provided  br  ao^uilnted  wi^  aii^y  infiitmioii 
which  ihould  etitaUb  them  €&  perform  this  festt 
of  ielf-legiflatfon^  even  Uf  they  were  deiirous  of 
attempting  k.  They  have  no  comitia;  tsef 
atfismUies  of  the  people  in  Hyde  Park;  c^  StV 
George'^RfeWs,  to  the  decrees  of  which  thfc 
millions  of  abfent  Engliihmen,  owe,  orcbode 
to  acknowledge  any  obedience.  And  there 
being  a  phyficalJmpoffibility  to  colkd  thdr 
voices  individually,  even  if  that  phyfical  ao^dl 
praifUcal  impoflibility,  if  I  may  fay  fo  without 
the  inipa^ktialon  of  incerrednefa^  were  hdt  the 
weakeft  obje^HoQ  to  fuch  2^>  mode  df  le^aidoi^ 
|h«r6  » /zn  dUbliflied  ^gun.'Of  the  geiiierai 
S  a  will. 
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wiU^^quaUfiedbj^.  iu  StMOt  and  conftkuiidn^  to 
af^ly  the  coUediie  wifiloin  of  ilie  oslkMi^  to 
Ht  xoUe&ive . .  interefts,  and  to  admiaiftep  fb/t 
fovercigii  power  of  the  flate  on  this  fecure  and 
felad  foiiiyhtioo.  The  fovAfeignty  of  Farlia- 
meiit,  tlius  explained)  k  in  the  end  no  mote ; 
it  i$  nckfaer  mom  oof  leC^  but*  ideoticaBy  ^»d 
I^ccifidy  the  fame  with  the  foYere^nty  of  the 
lieopleitfelf;  appearing  io  the  only  vifiUe,  tangi- 
ble or  perceptible  form  in.wUch  it  can  be  recog^ 
nitedtn  this  coiHilry«  •  ^^ 
.  *       •     *    .     '      '  i^'     " 

'  U  id)  then,  foft,  on  the  •  vices  asd  in:A3itici 
ff^^  other  modds  by'whidlft  the  ViOice  tt  the 
|^eop}e'€an  be-  exprefifed;^  or  eveni  it^  <^tiktt9 
fornaed  agreeadble  to  their  genera)  and  cotteiSliirQ 
iiiterefts;  and  Secondly ,  on  the  peculiar*  ami  ap- 
pcov<Bd  e&ceUeirce  of  dieConftitutioii^  which  we 
^^jPYf  that  the  authority  and  fovereignty  of 
PiEMrUa^ment  ba3  been  eftablifired^ 

: '  Xet  us  endeavour^  for  a  aaoment,  to  imagine 
lon^  J  better  mu^de  of  tcoUe^ing,  iu  a  popular 
way>  the*  fenfc' of  the.  nation^  on  any  great 
ppint^f  policy  or  law^  -or,  if  yoi>  pfeafe,  oii  t^is 
fpe4i<^.ineafuFef.  Sbatt  it  be  by'  tneetinfs^  Con- 
voked by  anonymous  hand*bilts,  in  the  fields 
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^djdtwaji^.M  tttts.  motropoKs^  and  dsceded  by 
ont(»:s  O0;cart8i  tnb^  or  other  moTOsMcroftra? 
Evcfff  :Qiiq!  JcAOvs  ibbai  an  Union,  wttli  ireland, 
for  th^  diiicuiSon  of  iwhicfa  &ch  a£BmiU^s  were 
tp.be  d^ed,  woold  not  be  the  6sStmder  of  the 
dftyv  :Tbe'SK>ft  preffing  fympatMes  and  fc&ovir 
feeliiig^  Qi  Aich  a.l^flaiuse  would  b^  for<tbe  iuf« 
feri^gfelonfiitraitorft^  or  mutinoers^  in  Newgate 
2|qtd  Cf^ldrbdthfficlds*.     Their  rfirltai^  isccmd 
meafures^  in.favoucof  the  liberty  land  |m»pdriy 
of  the  fubjed;>  would  be  to  deliver  thegaotey  ztid 
emancipate    the  banl^;   and  they  would  fooh 
fitnplify  thia  intricate  and  complex  Conftttotion, 
t)y  UAitiog  the  kgtilsdi^)  the  judicial,  ahd  the 
esecufiye  pqwci^;.iasi  they  would,  abridge  ^die 
tedious,  dekiys  of^alL^hofefuAdaone^iby  aaajiiig^ 
with  their  own  haadsi  into  iofianrcQed/ their 
t)wn:la!im  ahdrjudgments.  ;I  rmnember  to 'have 
feen  a  JE^iHaaueoBt'deiiter^e  k^  St.>  GeorgeV 
fields  in  the  foipvooo;  and* I  (to  ^ot  forget, 
that  on  the  fame  evening  I  faw  London  and 
We&Doinfter  im^fiame^.    Shall  ti^appeal  from 
{filament;  lie  tdj  county- meetings,  catted  by  the 
fiierifis,  on  the  reqnifidon  of  m  few  dozens  of 
%naturcs;  and  (haH  the  people  of  England 'be 
bound  rin  this,  great-  intereft,  by  ^a  ^olfatibn  of 
r:.  •    -        .    •-  -'^    ^.-        -'■       ■  '•   •    ••     •    *    the 


t.J 


14^ 

the  various  ind  diicordaot  refolutions,.  paflec} 
b^  a  refpeAable  fhew  of  hands^  at  the  dijSier- 
cnt  Georges  and  Angels  of  the  kingdom  ?  Shall 
tlie  magiftrates  at  quarter-feilions,  (hall  grand 
juries  at  ailizes  ^  of,  in  .fine,  fhali  the  church- 
wardens'and  bverfecrs  of  the  poor  at^  pariih 
veftri^s,  fupcrfede  Parliameiity  on  account  of 
their  fuperior  wifdom  and  knowledge ;  aad^ 
above  all,  becaufe  they  have  received  a  niiore 
authentic  and  direft  delegation  from  the  peo- 
ple at  large?  Or  ihall  we  prefer,  rather,  thofe 
Convivial  parliaments  wbic&  hold  their  fittings 
occafionally  at  the  different  taverns  gf  this 
city?  whofc  tefolutions,  indv^d  in  th^fotia  of 
toafts,  ate  agreed  to  in  jbunopers;  >nd  whofe 
laws,  proppfed  10  ftanzas,  to  (he  tt^ne  of  a  bal- 
lad, a^e  p'afied  in  full  chprus.  Is  not  this  jo- 1 
vial  fyftem  of  legi£Uticm,  a  mere  inverfion  of 
the  good  Qld  Conftitution,  which,  if  it  permits 
the  ele£lors  to  I^e  drunk,  requires  the  Patlia- 
inent  to  be  fober  ?  But  .muft  we,  then,  to 
fpeak  ferioufly,  depofe  the  Parliament  chofen 
by  the  peoplcf,.  in  favour  of  thcfe  felf^elefled^ 
felf-balloted  parliaments,  attended  by  every, 
fmall  minorities  of  that  FarUaDqent  wjbich  wga 
chofen  by  the  people,  after  they  have  with* 
drawn  their  attendance  from  that  ParUamept 
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to  which  th€  pdoplc  fent  them?  In  fine,  what 
is  to  be  the  form  of  this  Arch-Parliament, 
which  is  to  qualify  it  better  than  the  Britifli 
Parliament;  as  it  now  ftands;  for  legiflatirig,  juft 
in  proportion  as  the  fiibjedl  is  of  higher  iinport 
and  dignity,  and  of  greater  compafs  and  difficul- 
ty, than  thofe  drdiii^ry  acts  of  legiflation  tq 
which  thofe  high  authorities  are  utterly  inade- 
quate and  incompetent  ? 

/  .  -       '      ■ 

Is  it  not;   then,  manifeft,  that  a  kgiflature 

in  which  the  fovereignty  of  the  Statte  i^  vefted, 
hecaufe  every  other  political  body,  known  ia 
this  country,  is  deficient  in  the  requijites  fop 
compion  and  ordinary  legiflation;  aqd^  becaufc. 
it  is  itfelf  the  moft  perfed  model  of  human  poli- 
ty; in  all  matters  of  legiflation,  muft  be  yet  better 
entitled  to  preference  and  to  exclufive  ar\d  fove- 
reign  jurifdiftion,  in  cafes  of  great  and  Ggnil  im-^  ' 
portaiice,  than  in  any  other?  It  feenls  to  me, 
therefore,  the  ftrangeft  pefverfi'on  df  re^fon',  and 
the  mofl:  palpable  con  tradition  and  abfurdity,  to 
place  the  incompetence  of  Parliament  on'that 
ground  on  Which  its  fole  and  excliifivc' compe- 
tence moft  firmly  and'  fe'curely  refts  j  I  mean  the' 
fuperior  importance  of  this  law,   ' 

Having 
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Havit>g  fpdken  td  the  priociple,   kt  us  .fee  : 
JiowJ^  qoeftioii  ftabds  oaatilhority. 

liQnli  not  encomber  my  argument  villi  .the. 
authorities  whicli  stfe  famiBar  in  every  aioiithy 
to  prove  a  pofition^  not  d^uted  in  any  quar* : 
ter^  namely,  the  general  fiipremacy  of  Parlia* 
inent;  and  I  fhalt  refpeft  your  Lordftipfi^  M- 
fure  fufficiently  to  omit  the  book  authOTttksi  on 
this  general  but  fundamental  truth,  akhoogh  the 
paflages  I  might  refer  to,  aSert  dSS&ik€^j  as 
your  Lordfliips  know,  amongft  oth6r  example^ 
of  the  univerfal  faculties  of  I^liament,  it$  com* 
petence  to  this  fpecifick  meafure  of  a  *  I^fiative' 
Union  with  other  countries.  ^* 

There  are  two  forts  of  authority :  Erft,  the* 
0{)im6ns  of  learned  and  eminent  men.    Neitt, 
precedent.  /  • 

TblD^jgin  with  the  fitft,  and  to  fpeakof  ther^*' 

fponfaprudentum. 

•  T6  the  iearning  dF  die  ^  corpbratiohs  of 
DuMn,  ind  iof  the  freeholders  of  the  cdunty* 
oftouth,  and  foHVc  other  cdunties;,t<>  thcau-^ 
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ttority.pf  &«ie  jBOmbcrji  .of  ^h^pj*^  ^^  \ 
(k^l  oppofe  tlic.C3B»ftaliQrfif|rclwd^^^ 
Chiefs  of  the  fo^r  Supretn^  Courts  qf  law  ia 
that  country*  .  iji^ll  p|)pofe  :%h*  ckv  m4 
unecpiivoisl  iJjixfc  pf  t|ie  ^liotofcp^  Wda  of 
irel»d»  cviQced  tifttQpJy  by  its  vpts^  but  1^ 
the  wttltdrawiiig^.  th^  part  «f  (bc.«i»^a4a?€ftt^ 
prQpiRfe4origip»Uy  fey  L^rdPawf^fcQurt^  whicU 
invdve4    that   qu^ftion.*  .  t  fhaU  0pp6fe  thQ 
opioioa  of  the  in^ity  of  tl^  Hcufe  ^f  Cpm- 
xnai)s  of  ir^hfid,  for,  I  ^hmk  myfelf  entitled  to 
daim  ih?  diflSmt  of  that  Hqufc  to  thia  p^x>ppf» 
fition  on  a  fair  ai|d  C4W)>d  vie^/  of  )($  ptpcecd^- 
ing«.    The  Houff  qnci^.^reed,  by  a  majority^ 
however  flender,  to  entert^p  the  i^eafure ;  a^4 
afterwards  rejeded  it  by  a  majority  as  ileoder  i 
for  the  di^rence  betw^eii  on^  and  fiv^  h»rdl;|r 
deferves  notice.    If  to  this  equality  of  opinion 
on  the  principal  m^fure   be  added  tl^c  con- 
iideration  that  the  pppofers  of  the  Union  di4 
not  even  tender  this  pppofiuoa  tip  the  I$ouft|j 
did  not  venture'  to  load  their  quefti9q,    ^^^^ 
that  denial  of  the  competence  of  Parliaments* 
pfwhidtn  i$  had  b^en  found  nepeiiary.ai(^u3jt|r 
to  i:^ve  the  Uvm  q^^ftion  in  the  Hpufe  iff 
I^pTfls^   we  {hall  h^dly  doubt  of  their  coo- 
fcio|i(^ei|^ji  that  in  a  balance  trimmed  fo  nicely, 
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this  weighty  point  would  hanre  turned  the  fade 
againft  them.  But  a;^  time  adds  fandion  and 
reverence  to  authority,  let  me  clofe  this  tnqm- 
xy  by  oppofing  to  all  the  rafli  and  intemperate 
opinions,  or  rather  declarations  of  opinion, 
which  the  temerity  of  party  fpirit,  or  a  falfe  and 
mifguided  enthufiafm,  have  dictated  in  Ireland 
at  this  day; 'the  fingle  authority  of  Lord  So- 
MBUs  ;  himfelf,  I  think,  a  hoft,  on  fuch  a  que£> 
tion*  If  any  man  in  England,  or  in  Ireland,  as 
has  been  often  (kid  of  that  great  mah,  think  him- 
fclf  a  better  lawyer  or  a  better  Whig  than  Lord 
Somers,  he  is  welcome  to  enter  the  lifts ;  while 
I  (ball  re(i  contented  with  this  fingle  name,\(ujp- 
ponted  as  it  might  be  by  ^  cloud  of  learned,  able, 
and  upright  fiatefmen,  lawyers,  and  friends  of 
liberty  from  that  period  to  the  prefent  hour. 

Let  us  now  look  at  'precedents  It  is  not  to 
be  expeAed  that  there  (hould  be  many.  Such 
tranfaftions  muft  be  rare.  It  is  enough  for  my 
argument,  to  fay,  that  the  only  examples  our 
hiftory  furni(he5,  of  Legiflative  Unions,  (ince 
the  inftitution  of  Parliaments,  are  precedents 
in  point  on  the  quefUon  lam  now  debating; 
namely    the    competence    of    Parliament    to 
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^m€t  them.  Wales  and  Scotland  have  ^  both 
\>fen  united  toEog^and  by  incorporating,  Legl- 
iUdve  Unions*  la  both*  cafe^  the  Parliament 
^lone  iknftioQed  the  n«eafure«  The  union,  .with 
$c(^l^d  is,  {)ierha{^,  yet  more  dofelyi^  point 
with  the  fpre^t  propofah  Since  a  fep^fate 
^arli^n^ent  cp&^  in  both  qsuntries^  and  the  re- 
fpedive  ]?2^T^zjEQfiat&  .were  the  parties  la.  the 
jtreaty.  That  trc^aly  was/nfgoti^ed  under  the 
authority  of  the  two  Parliaments;  they  fanc- 
jtioned  the  conclufion  ^  and  they  executed  finally 
and  irr^v^rfibly,  tlot  happy  fyfiem,  under  which 
we  now  live  fecure,  at  the  diftance  of  almaft  a 
century.     -  ,  , 

f   ''  .     i .  .         .  ■ .    •  ......       .      '      '^     :    [ . 

Although  our  hiftory  cannot  furniih  many 
precedents  of  this  pcedfe  mea&ire,  I  mean,^  of 
incorporating  Unions,  there  are,  however, 
many  examples  of  other  proceedings,  bearing 
Or  firong  anology  ttx  the  prelent,  and  equal,  if 
not  fuperidr,  in  importance.  I  mean  thoie 
ads  of  the  Lej^i|ature  inrhich  have  altered  the 
fucceilidn  to  the  Crown.  {  need  not  die  tjl^e  , 
inftances  of  fuch  changes.  ^They  are  frequent 
in  the  Hifiory  of  jEngland,  and  th^^  all  prove 
the  fupreme  authority ;  of .  Parliament,  even  in 
ihefe  higheft  a£ls  of  foyereignty..     By  what- 

T  2  ever 


iver  ft^^s  fiich  t&sngeft  %s^  been  brc^gbf 
fiboutj  't^hiitevei?  htts  hesa  thtd&dtnt  -tsce&i 
or  {hftruttietit  dE  fiith  ttVolbtioAs,  thfey  {ii«« 
aU  deHv&I  Uidr  ianfbibD  ifid  viilidity  £rom 
t^arliamebt,  t!i^  f6al  of-  ^hidk  has  alwayi  been 
rtforteiH  to  "by  ttie  new  Sov^rdj^n,  as  thi^enly 
tSfeghiai  feoirity  foMiis  tltte,  whether  he  Hood 
'  Ott  a  tliim  eDehtiially  gbod,  or  «in  ftfce^ful 
ii^rt)»ibii.  And  the  adxii^  trkh  whtdith^ 
inatty  repetiddns  6f  -parliamentary  irecogniiioh 
have  b6en  fonght*  rfteif,"  by  thofc  who  were  in* 
tereftfed  itt  i  newor  queRibdable  tWe,  is  »eiftark< 
ibie  on  this  argimttit,  ■ 

•  . "  ■ 

But  witliout  dweHiog  on  more  antient  ex« 
amplest  it  is  ikrely  ^ufficiaii  to  xecaU  that  of 
\he  Rtm>l&t!on^  irhick  pbced  Kkig  WUtiaia 
cm  the  Throne,  and  the  iubfequeat  Uiaitiitioa 
of  tke  Crowii  to  the  Hoaie  df  H«MveF.  Will 
It  be  faid^'  ths^t  the  tiedaratton  of  King  James'# 
:dbditatioii>  *  a&d  the  Taauity:  cf-the  ThroB^v 
Wtfs  k  poihjt  of  icG  bote  or  raitrtv  <ir  of  a  lower 
i^fthrin  the  kik  dE  fovereign  fiiiidi<^»  tfctt 
thk  Uncoil  v^it^  Scotfend^  f)r  Wi^Ite^  or  tfaaA 
XHe  txxkOm  t€^  in  ix>iiLte*ipbthm?  Will  it 
^  &id,  tfckt  the  whx^e  traii&aiottt>f  iJit  R«^ 
f  dftjtioli  ^as  of  )t  lowtc  tor  meaobr  t3a(s  and 
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order,  in  legiflMioji,  duui  ahy  Xjtnop^  or  Wf 
Whcr  natidnal  event  that  is  cither  known  ot 
tan  be  imagihed,  I  cte  not  >  fear  that  it  Mrill.-^ 
By  what  authority,  then,  was  that  "great  change 
in  one  branch  of  th^  Xcgiflaturtt,  tod  in  the 
condition  of  the  nation,  operated?  To  what 
Authority  ivas  the  Prince  of  Orange  advifed  to 
Tefort,  for  the  fanftion  of  his  eheerprize  and  the 
fecurity  of  his  Crown?  Gbferve  the  difference 
lietween  the  circumfttncca  in  whicli  he,  fio6d, 
^nd  thofe  in  whith  the  prefent  proceeding  is  ten«- 
dered  to  Parfliament.  By  the  flight  and  abdica^ 
tibh  of  the  King,  and  the  confe^ent  vacancy  rdf 
the  Throne,  an  afbual  and  'pra<3:ical  diffolikion 
of  the  Gdvemmtnt  fcemed  t6  have  taken  place, 
IF  it  cati^ver  do  fo,  in  toy  poffiWe  or  iiliaginable 
cafe.  !c '  was  iti  &th ,  a  pfedicaineitf,  if  it  couW 
1iap|>en  in  afty,  that  the  fi^pofcd  dorrtiant  iijflc  df 
tiie  fyeopfe  to  adftiiftlft^  thefovetcignty  tn.thcFr 
t)wn  |fcrfott$,  fo  ifkr  at  leaft  as  irpgairded  the  re- 
integAtioii  of  die  deficient  and  truncated  Go- 
vernifleht,  ftitift  have  t«en  awafccnfed  ami  CaBcd 
into  aftioh.  "  Th*  moment  was,  indeed,  dif^ 
Iferent  frt>in  the  ptefent,  ih  scvhich  ,wb  havfc  every 
branch  tuf  dife  iJegidaturt  cojinidete,  iand  thfe 
Vhote   frJtttie    d^  tmt  <5oirernnicnt    not.  duly 
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pcrfed  4nd  9pt  to  all  ics  purpofes^  but  in  the  ac^ 
tual  and  daily  exercife  of  its  fundtions;  and  in 
which  wc  arc  ourfclves  debating  this  very 
queftion  conterning  parliamentary  powers,  within 
the  waDs  of  a  fubfifting  Parliament,  and  in  the 
ordinary  difchaige '  of  oiar  parliagnentaiy  duty. 
rYet,^  uQd^r  the  circumftances  which  I  have  de- 
fcribed,  what  did  thf  Prince  of  Oiange  refolve, 
under  the  dircAion  qf  his  whig  advifers  ?  Did 
he  apply  to  the  people  at  large  in  any  new  and 
anomalous  form  ?  -Was  it  to  :county  mejeting^, 
or  aflcmblies  in  the.  fields,  or,  in  a  word,  to  any 
unknown  and  unufual  organ  of  the  public  ra|gd, 
that  he  applied  to  fanftion  his  title  ?  Far  from 
it. ,  Even  the  firft -Convention,  under  ^ the  author 
rity  of  which  he  afterwards  fummoned  the  Con- 
vention Parliament,  was  compofcd,  in  the  firft 
place,  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  i  and  next,  of  thofe 
who  had  been  member^  of  Parliament  in  the 
i;eign  of  Charles  the  Second.  It  will  not  be  feidi 
that  thefe  peribns  had  any  ipecific  delegation  from 
the  people,  cither  for  this  fpecial  aft,  or  for  any 
pther  end;  either  expref^,  by.  pofitive  commiir 
fion,  or  implied,  by  thc^r  Tccptj^t  ekftion.  A 
whole  reign  had  elapfcd  flncc  they  came  from 
ihe   people.     Their    delegation    and    fundkiof\s 

had 
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had  been  cxhaufted  and  had  expired  long  Cittce. 
Yet,    fo  much    preferable  did  this    approxima-- ,. 
tion    to     the  .  regular    donftitutionar    authority^ 
when  an  entire  conformity  with  it  was  impoflible; 
fo  much  preferable  did  even  this  fh^ow,  this  fur- 
vrving    flavour  of  the  parliamentary    charafter^ 
which  ftill  hung  about  thefe  relics  of  a  dcceafed 
PaHiament,  appear,  when  compared  with  any  ntyf 
and  ftrange  invention  for  conjuring  up  the  latent 
fovereignty  pf  the  people,  and  fubftituting  fome 
phantom  and  chimera  to  reprefcnt  that  fovereign- 
ty in  the  room  of  its  only  true  and  acknowledge^ 
form,  I  mean  that  of  Parliament,  that  the  Prince  - 
of  Orange  did  not  think  the  validity  of  a  Conven-  . 
tiori  Parliament,  to  te  fummoned  by  his  new  au- 
thority, would  (land  on  a  fure  foundation,  until  its 
convocation  fhould  receive  the  fanftion,  if  not  of 
a  fubfifting  Parliament,  at  leaft  of  a  body  as  near- 
ly and  cloicly  refeihbling  one  as  the  circumftances 
admitted.     The  Convention  Parliament  was  con- 
voked— and  that  Parliament  enafted  the  Revolu- 
tion— which,   however,   was  hardly  yet  deemed 
perfed,  untii  it  was  confummated  by  the  ratifi- 
cation of  fubfequent  and  yet  marc  regular  Parli- 
aments. 

The 
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The  fubfcqucnt  limitation  of  the  Crown,  af^ 
ter  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  was  Hfo 
the  w©rk  of  Parliament  j  and  I  believe  fo  far  from 
deeming  that  authority  incompetent,  or  wiftiing  to 
rely  on  any  other  higher  ^or  more  tranfcendent 
power,  npne  of  thofe  whig  ftatefmen  4nd  lawyers 
who  prcfidcd  in  every  ftcp  of  the  revolution,  and 
who  had  the  proteftant  fucceffion  at  heart,  would 
have  thought  that  great  objcft  fccure,  if  the  fimi- 
tation  to  the  Princef^  Sophia  had  Hood  on  ade« 
cree  of  the  people,  conveyed  by  any  other  organ 
thani  precifely  that  which  they  employed,  I  mean 
the  Parliament  If  thefe  great  fnen,  then,  wer? 
content  to  reft  the  revolution  itfelf,  that  vaft  and 
prime  concern,  embracing  every  other  poffible  in- 
tereft  of  Engliflimen,  on  the  fingk  and  perfect 
efficacy  of  an  Ad  of  Parliament,  we  are  not  to 
wonder  if  the  fame  mca  thought  the  re^e£Hvc 
Parliaments  of  England  and  Scotland,  the  compe- 
tent, and  the  only  cpmpetent  inftruments  to  ac- 
complifh  the  Union  between  the  twp  countries. 

What  overweening  preference  is  it  of  our 
own  times,  or  our  own  perfons,  that  IhpuW 
make  us  thus  faftidioiK  in  cafting  by,  or  of  m- 

ferior 


fcrior  and  more  imperfedt  growth,  the  confti-  - 
tutional  whiggifm  and  \Yholefome  liberty  of 
the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Qiieen  Ann, 
to  intoxicate  ourfelves  and  our  country  with' 
that  double  refined,  that  fublimated  and  adul- 
terated modern  drug  which  is  ndw  poifonihg 
the  world,  I  own,  for  my  part,  that  I  like  to* 
fee,  on  the  liberty  of  my  country,  and  your 
Lordfhips  know  the  revered  authority  by 
which  I  am.fupported  in  that  fen time-nt,  that 
I  like  to  fee  on  my  own  and  my  country's  li-  i 

-  berty  the  feal  of  thq  old  whig«,  and  am  apt 
enough  tp  think  that  counterfeit,  .which  does 
not  bear  this  mark.  I  am  above  all  difpofed 
to  fly  asfrbm  certain  ruin,  the  fpurious  philo-^ 

■   fophy,  the  fophifticated,  and  fatal  abflraftions,  ' 
which  fo  far  from  lighting  us  ta  the  temple bf 
liberty,  are  but  decoys  to  plunge  the  \yorld  into 
the  toils  of  wretchednefs  and  flavery.     I  con- 

\{ti%y  tTiern,  that  I  recoil  with  difguft  and  not 
without  alarm,  from  every  pretence  for  dif- 
avowing  or  fuperfeding  our  eftablifhed  govern- 
ment, however  qualified  in  time,  occafion  or 
limited  purpofe.  I  cannot  think  thofe  men 
profitable  fervants  of  their  country,  nor  do  I 
think  their  country  difpofed  to  regard  them  as. 
/riends,  who  would  weaken  in  the  brcafts  of 

U    ^  Englifh- 
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EngUihmcn  the  native  and  rooted  love  of  our 
borfted  government  ^nd  laws;-  and  divert  the 
fettled  allegiance  of  the  happieft  people  upon 
earth»  from  the  cftabliflied  fovercignty  of  Par-- 
liamcnt,  in  which,  however,  is  infeparably 
bonnd  up  the  whole  of  the  fecurity,  profperity 
and  freedom,  prefentmid  to  conie,  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  nation.  And  I  niuft  ho|d  every  propofal 
to  abdicateor furrender  the foyercign  power  ojf 
Par^ment,  but  for  an  hoqr;  into  the  hands  o^ 
any  iiri^ngisrs  to  the  conftitution,  that  is  tofay^ 
into  any-  jDther  hands  whatever,  as  i  nierc 
fraud  upon  the  people;  as  a  grofs  viplatii^i  of 
it3  qioft  precious  privilege ;  as  a  flagrant  iflva,- 
fion  of  the  dcareft  birth-right  of  Engliihmen^ 
which  con fi (Is  according  to  me  in  the  right  tO 
|?e  governed  by  their  ParUarnerits,  apd  by  n<3| 
Other  human  mean$. 

There  are  a  variety  qf  topics,  as  your  Lordr 
/hips  well  know,  tp  which  I  have  not  even 
alluded,  and  on  fome  of  which  I  fhould  cer- 
tainly be  difpofed  to  fay  ^  few  wprd^;  biit,  in 
truth,  I  have  already  abufed  your  indulgence, 
pot  only  much  Joo  long,  hut,  I  am  cpnfcious, 
alib^  n^uch  too  tedioufly ;  and  I  therefore  re- 
frain—very  grateful  for  haying  heen  permitted 


-^ 


to  ftate  fuch  reafons  as  have  fatisiied  my  mind, 
on  the  whole  matter,  that  this  meafure  is  ex^ 
pedient  in.itfelf,  and  that  Parliament  is  com- 
pc;teirt  to  execute  it.  I  have  expreffed  a  ftrong 
opinion,  that  the  Union  of  thej^  two  nations^ 
already  united  by  nature  in  their  in|ereft$« 
muf),  in  the  order  of  human  events,  necoifiu-ily 
come  to  pafs;  and  I  ihall  conclude  by  a  fincere 
and, fervent  prayer,  dictated  by  the  pureftand 
the  moft  ardent  defire  for  thebappinefs  of  both 
kingdoms,  that  the  WefSngs  furc  to  flow  from 
a  confummation  fo  devoutly  to  be  wiihed^ 
inay  npt  be  long  delayed^ 


F  I  N  J  S, 
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